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REPORT 

OF  THE 

TWENTY-NINTH  AND  THIRTIETH  YEARS 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  THE   STATE   OF   FLORIDA 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  close  of  a  bi-ennial  period  in  the  administration  of 
school  affairs  is  made  by  law  the  occasion  of  making  a  report 
from  the  Department  of  Education,  settin<j^  forth  the  condition 
and  the  progress  made  in  public  education. 

In  submitting  this,  my  third  Hi-en uial  Ueport,  it  is  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  show  that  an  unbroken  record  of  thirty  years  in 
reporting  continuous  improvement  and  growth  remains  un- 
broken for  the  past  two  years,  though  the  schools  within  this 
period  have  been  affected  by  the  unusual  disasters  of  a  freeze, 
a  cyclone,  and  a  drouth,  and,  added  to  these,  the  excitements 
of  a  war  with  armies  passing  through  the  State,  and  large 
bodies  of  troops  quartered  at  ditfererit  points  within  it* 
bounds. 

The  statistics  in  this  Report,  and  the  comparisons  with  ten 
years  ago,  are  commended  to  careful  consideration.  Great 
care  and  labor  have  been  expended  in  making  these  statistics 
complete  and  reliable.  The  cordial  co-operation  of  County 
Superintendents  has  made  it  possible  to  publish  the  most  com- 
plete, credible  and  satisfactory  set  of  Statistical  Tables  ever 
presented  in  any  report  from  this  Department. 

The  apprehension  was  general  with  all  entrusted  with  the- 
administration  of  the  schools  that  each  one  of  the  above  dis- 
asters  would  decrease  materially  the  aggregate  showing  made 
for  public  education.  It  was  a  gratifying  surprise  that  with 
reduced  school  revenues,  instead  of  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
schools,  in  enrollment,  in  average  attendance,  in  buildings  and 
equipment,  and  in  many  other  important  items,  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  all  essential  lines,  particularly  in  professional 
spirit  among  the  teaching  body,  in  awakened  interest  among 
school    officers,    and    in    greater   appreciation    of   the    public: 
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schools  by  the  masses.  This  appreciation  manifests  itself  un- 
mistakably in  the  greater  cheerfulness  with  which  school  taxes 
Are  paid,  in  the  readiness  by  which  sub  districts  have  been 
voted  upon  themselves  by  the  tax-payers  in  supplement  of  the 
other  means  provided  for  the  sustenance  of  the  public  schools, 
in  the  efforts  made  to  obtain  better  buildings  and  equipments, 
and  in  the  general  demand,  from  every  part  of  the  State,  for 
longer  school  terms  and  for  more  scholarly  and  professional 
teachers.  The  people  generally  express  greater  appreciation 
of  the  public  schools,  and  give  evidence  of  stronger  faith  in 
the  possibilities  and  the  final  outcome  of  public  education. 

If  one  will  take  the  pains  to  examine  the  whole  of  this  Re- 
port and  does  not  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  above 
strong  claims  are  not  overdrawn,  he  would  become  of  the 
same  opinion  as  the  one  making  them,  could  he  be  possessed 
of  all  the  avenues  of  information  not  within  the  province  of 
this  Report  to  put  in  evidence. 

It  was  expected  by  no  one  that  the  Report  for  this  hientii- 
iim  would  disclose  even  greater  tiian  the  usual  percentages  of 
growth  in  public  education,  since  the  climax  in  its  establish- 
ment was  reached  about  ten  years  ago.  Taxable  values  have 
declined,  but  it  will  be  seen  under  the  sub-head  "  Rate  of 
<^ounty  Levy  for  Schools  "  on  page  20,  that  the  county  levies 
have  gone  up,  and  the  schools  have  not  been  permitted  to  de- 
cline. Thirty-four  counties  levied  the  maximum  limit  of  5 
mills  in  1898,  against  only  7  in  the  year  1888;  not  one  levied 
the  minimum  3  mills  in  1898,  against  12  in  1888. 

The  Table  of  Contents  to  this  Report  on  page  4,  shows  that 
it  is  divided  into  X.  Chapters,  from  which  may  l)e  seen  the 
subject-matter  of  each  Chapter. 

It  was  designed  to  make  the  county  school  ofiicers  produce 
the  argument  and  become  the  witnesses,  so  to  speak,  and  fur- 
nish the  evidence  to  sustain  the  wisdom  of  the  recommenda- 
tions made  at  the  close  of  Chapter  I.,  hence  it  will  be  seen  that 
very  little  space  was  reserved  in  that  Chapter  for  Observations 
on  the  Statistics  and  for  Recommendations  and  arguments  for 
the  necessity  of  the  same,  by  the  State  Superintendent.  Very 
great  space  is  given  to  County  Superintendents'  Special  Re- 
ports in  Chapter  VI.,  and  to  the  Proceedings  of  State  Conven- 
tions of  County  Superintendents  in  Chapter  X.  It  being  well- 
known  that  the  State  Superintendent  is  regarded  by  some  as 
fanatical  on  the  subject  of  public  education,  and  that  a  few, 
■esteeming  others  or  themselves  better  fitted  for  the  responsi- 
ble duties  of  the    office  and   for  educ^ational   leaders,   are  dis- 


posed  to  question  the  integrity  and  the  ability  of  the  pres- 
ent incumbent,  it  wa^  thought  wise  to  merely  state  the 
changes  in  the  law  that  seemed  imperative  and  to  put  in  evi- 
dence my  co-workers,  the  County  Superintendents  and  School 
Boards  who  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  executing  the  law, 
and  are  familiar  with  the  workings  of  the  same.  No  one  will 
have  the  temerity  to  insinuate  that  interest,  integrity,  or  wis- 
dom is  wanting  in  the  combined  voice  of  so  large  and  reputa- 
ble a  body.  The  special  attention  of  legislators  is  called  to 
the  contents  of  these  two  Chapters. 

The  reasons  for  giving  space  to  Chapters  VIII.,  and  IX.,  are 
stated  in  the  introduction  to  each. 

Before  closing  this  introduction  I  desire  to  apologize  for  the 
volume  of  this  Report.  When  formulating  the  plan  of  the 
Report,  it  was  supposed  that  it  would  make  a  book  of  about 
400  pages.  The  calculations  failed  in  that  a  great  many  more 
than  heretofore  to  whom  space  was  accorded,  accepted, 
and  quite  a  number  transgressed  upon  the  space  allotted. 
Reports  and  sketches  of  schools  were  limited  to  a  specific 
number  of  pages,  and  the  addresses  in  the  last  Chapter  to  a 
specified  number  of  minutes,  which  was  thought  sufficient  to 
keep  the  size  of  the  Report  within  the  bounds  contemplated. 
Those  accorded  space  for  reports  and  addresses  either  did  not 
consider  the  amount  it  would  make  upon  the  printed  page,  or 
knowingly  transgressed  upon  the  limit  prescribed.  But 
many  of  these  reports,  sketches  and  addresses  have  been  in- 
serted without  curtailment,  as  I  felt  unwilling  to  mutilate  the 
pieces,  especially  when  one  bad  valuable  ideas  and  expressed 
them  in  an  attractive  manner.  The  promise  is  made  to  guard 
against  this  mistake  in  future  by  limiting  all  space  granted,  to 
a  specific  number  of  words^  and  to  adhere  strictly  and  abso- 
lutely to  the  number  prescribed.  More  than  100  pages  have 
been  added  to  this  Report  by  this  means,  but  the  matter  will 
be  found  to  be  perjbinent  and  valuable. 

The  Report  as  a  whole  will  give  a  complete  and  reliable 
conception  of  the  status  and  work  of  public  education  both  in 
the  State  and  in  each  particular  county,  and  is  presented  with 
the  hope  that  the  labor  in  its  preparation  will  be  compensated 
for  by  an  awakened  interest  and  an  enlarged  effort  to  cause 
the  public  schools  to  measure  up  to  the  full  standard  of  the 
design  which  caused  their  establishment. 


CtiftPTeK  I. 


Summary  and  Comparative  Statistics,  Observa 
tlons  Thereon,  and  Recommendations. 


In  the  present  age,  progress  in  education  is  largely  esti- 
mated from  statistics.  That  clearer  and  quicker  perception 
may  be  obtained,  it  is  necessary  to  establish  a  view-point  from 
which  comparisons  may  be  drawn.  Hence,  in  recording  the- 
footings  of  the  various  Statistical  Tables  found  in  Chapters 
IV.  and  V.  of  this  report,  where  the  reports  of  County  Su- 
perintendents for  the  school  years  1896-7  and  1897-8  are  tab- 
ulated, in  order  that  our  present  status  may  be  more  definitely 
established,  the  same  facts  for  the  school  year  1887-8  are 
placed  alongside,  that  the  comparison  may  be  made. 

The  summary  statistics  are  given  in  the  beginning  of  this 
report  for  two  reasons,  both  because  they  give  all  the  infor- 
mation that  the  casual  investigator  cares  to  know,  and  be- 
cause th^y  furnish  the  basis  for  the  observations  and  recom- 
mendations made  in  the  closing  pages  of  this  chapter. 

The  statistics  of  the  particular  year  1887-8  were  taken  for 
the  comparison,  that  the  progress  in  a  full  decade  might  be 
shown.  When  the  educational  system  of  the  State  become* 
pretty  thoroughly  developed,  the  statistical  changes  for  any 
one  or  two  years  may  be  quite  small,  often  too  slight  to  fur- 
nish reliable  data  to  determine  whether  or  not  advancement 
has  been  real  and  permanent.  In  partial  illustration  of  this 
point,  the  fact  is  cited  that  the  era  of  greatest  development  in 
public  education  in  the  State  dates  back  from  1888  to  1878^ 
during  which  decade  the  number  of  schools  grew  from  992  to 
2,249;  the  enrollment,  from  36,961  to  82,323,  both  more 
than  doubling  in  the  ten  years. 

The  era  of  greatest  development  having  passed,  and  a 
school  having  been  placed  within  reach  of  all  the  educable- 
ehildi'en  oiihe  State,  in  the'next  five 'years,  embraced  almost 
entirely  within  the  same  brilliant  administration  of  my  im-^ 
mediate  predecessor,  the  Reports  in  the  Department  show 
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that  the  number  of  schools,  in  1893,  had  reached  only  2,366, 
an  increase  of  ll?  in  the  half  decade,  102  of  these  schools  be- 
ing for  negroes,  and  only  15  for  whites.  The  percentage  of 
increase  in  the  schools  for  negroes  was  larger  because  the 
degree  of  development  in  education  for  that  race  was  not  so 
advanced  at  the  beginning  of  the  quinquennium.  During  the 
same  five  years  the  school  enrollment  advanced  from  82,323  to 
95,728,  the  latter  being  the  largest  attained  to  that  date, 
and  an  increase  of  13,405  in  the  five  years. 

The  position  being  tenable  that  the  greatest  growth  in 
educational  affairs  is  possible  when  the  development  is  far- 
thest removed  from  its  utmost  capability,  it  could  hardly  be 
expected  that  statistics  would  show  any  very  great  growth  in 
the  past  five  years,  when  a  more  perfect  state  of  development 
was  being  approached.  But  these  questions  will  be  further 
discussed  in  the  observations  in  this  Chapter,  where  it  is 
claimed  that  the  aim  during  the  present  administration  has 
not  been  to  make  large  numerical  counts,  but  to  improve  the 
character  of  instruction  given  in  the  public  schools. 

In  the  interest  of  brevity,  though  the  school  year  embraces 
the  latter  and  first  half  of  two  separate  calendar  years,  in 
the  following  exhibit  the  school  year  will  be  designated  by 
the  calendar  year  in  which  the  school  year  closed. 

SUMMARY    AND    COMPARATIVE    STATISTICS. 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

Number   of    Schools    2,182  2,467  2,538 

For  Whites 1,627  1,848  1,899 

For  ISTegroes    555  619  639 

POPULATION. 

1888.  1898 

U.  S.  Census  of  90.        State  C- nsu3  of  95. 

Total  Population   391,422  *464,639 

White 224,949  271,561 

Negro    166,180  193,039 

(School  (School 

iBchool  Popula-             Census  of  '88.)  Census  of  '96.)^ 

tion  (6  to  21) 113,647  152,598 

White 60,310  86,196 

Negro  . 53,337  66,402 

*39  Indians  included. 


vs 


SCHOOL    E^fJlOLLaffiNT    BY    SJfX    ASD    KAOK. 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

Both  Kaces 83,343         105,519         108,455 

White 50,452  66,007  67,65C^ 

Negro 32,891  39,512  40,798 

White  Males   25,668  34,170  35,116 

Negro  Males 15,913  19,015  19,632 

White  Females   24,784  31,837  32,541 

Negro  Females 16,978  20,497  21,16a 

|[^*  Percentage  of  School  population  enrolled  is  omitted, 
the  school  census  being  taken  only  quadrennially,  these  per- 
centages are  of  little  value  only  in  the  year  in  which  the  cen- 
sus is  taken.  The  enrollment  oscillates  between  65  and  75 
per  cent,  of  the  School  population,  always  increasing  towards 
the  end  of  the  quadrennium,  because  the  enrollment  in- 
creases while  the  school  population  remains  the  same  for  the 
four  years. 

AVERAGE  DAILY  ATTENDANCE  BY  SEX  AND  RACE. 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

Both  Kaces 53,130  69,477  74,004 

A\Tiite * 43,623  46,329 

Negro    25,854  27,675 

White  Males   22,094  23,443 

Negro  Males 12,265  13,266 

White  Females 21,529  22,886 

Negro  Females 13,589  14,40^ 

♦Whenever  blanks  occur  the  data  could  not  be  obtaned. 

PERCENTAGE    OF    ENROLT.KD    IN    DAILY   ATTENDANCE. 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

Both  Eaces 64  66  68 

White 66  68 

Negro 65  68 

AGGREGATE    NUMBER    OF    DAYS'    SCHOOLING    GIVEN. 

1888.  1897  1898 

Bpth  Kaces 7,157,700  7,664,402 

White 4,622,524  4,926,88^ 

Negro 2,535,176  2,737,520 


u 


AVERAGE    LENGTH    OF    SCHOOL    TERM    IN    DAYS. 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

Both  Kaces : 103  104 

White    106  106 

Negro 98  99 

AVERAGE  days'  SCHOOLING  GIVEN    FOR  EVERY  CHILD  6  TO  21. 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

Both  fiaces 47  50 

White 54  57 

Negro 38  41 

EDUCATIONAL    STATUS    OP    YOUTH    ENROLLED. 

In  Chart--                               1888.  1897.  1898. 

Both  Races 12,827  13,237 

White 5,144  5,165 

Negro    7,683  8,072 

In  First  Reader — 

Both  Races 20,831  20,707 

White 10,957  10,696 

Negro 9,874  10,011 

In  Second  Reader — 

Both  Races   18,106  18,634 

White 10,437  10,596 

Negro 7,669  8,038 

In  Third  Reader — 

Both  Races 17,440  18,419 

White 1 1,081  11,575 

Negro 6,359  6,844 

In  Fourth  Reader — 

Both  Races 18,097  18,669 

White 13,120  13,356 

Negro 4,977  5,313 

In  Fifth  Reader — 

Both  Races 11,910        .  12,293 

White    9,581  10,139 

Negro 2,329  2,154 
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In  Higher  Branches — 

Both  Eaces 5,954 

White 5,589 

Ne^ro 365 

ILLITKRATES    BETWEEN    6    AND    21  IN    THE    STATE. 


6,228 

5,935 

293 


Census 
of  1888 


Number   unable   to   read 

White 

Negro 


Number  unable  to  write 

AVhite 

Ne^o 


Deaf  Mutes 
White  . . 


DEFECTIVE  YOUTH  IN   THE  STATE. 

Census 

of  1888. 

S7 


Negro 


Blind  ,\ 
White 
Negro 


83 


Census 

of  1896. 

6,752 

2,033 

4:,719 

10,152 

3,164 
6,988 


Census 

of  1896. 

105 

61 

44 

41 
17 
24 


NUMBER  OF  DIFFEBENT  TEACHERS  EMPLOYED. 


1888. 

Both  Races 2,398 

White 1,775 

Negro 623 


White  Males  . . 
White  Females 
Negro  Males  . . 
Negro  Females 


1897. 

2,651 

2,010 

641 

786 

1,224 

304 

337 


1898. 

2,792 

2,108 

684 

796 

1,312 

325 

359 


(4RADES  OP  CERTIFICATES  HELD  BY  TEACHERS  EMPLOYED. 

1888.  1897. 


Life  Certificates 

Both  Races 

White 

Negro 


1898. 
2 
2 
0 


\ 
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State   Certilicateri—                 1888.  1897.  1898. 

J^th  R^ces 167  W  10 

While 166  H  10 

.  Negro 1  0  0 

Primary  Life  Certificates — 

Both  Eaces ' 12  10 

White 12  10 

Negro 0  0 

First  Grade  County  Certificates — 

Both  Kaces 530  51;^ 

White 491  471 

Negro 39  41 

White  Males 269  246 

While  Females 222  225 

Negro  Males   32  33 

Negro  Females T  ^ 

Second  Grade  County  Certificates — 

Both  Eaces   1,341  1,460 

White 1,060  1,140 

Negro 281         *      320 

WTiite  Male? 340  370 

White  Females 720  770 

Negro  Males 139  160 

Negro  Females   142  160 

Third  Grade  County  Certificates — 

Both  Races 780  820 

W^hite 459  497 

Negro 321  323 

White  Males   177  180 

White  Females   282  317 

Negro  Males 133  132 

ISyegi-o  Females 188  191 

*  Temporary  Certificates — 

Both  Eaces 35  21 

"White : 31  19 

Negro 4  t 
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VVTiite   Males    l*^  ^ 

White  Females   18  11 

Negro  Males   -  1 

Negro  Females 2  1 

*  Some  of  these  were  reported  as  "Permits'^  and  "Spe- 
cials/'not  in  legal  phraseology,  and,  if  without  examination, 
not  lawful.  In  1897,  18  of  these  were  from  Duval  alone; 
in  1898,  a  total  of  9  teachers,  not  included  in  the  above,  was 

reported  from  Duval,  Madison,   St.  Johns  and  Volusia  as 
holdinsr  no  certificates. 

RESULTS    OF    STATE  UNIFORM  EXAMINATIONS. 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

Number  of  Examinees 2,361  2,023 

White    1,599  1,359 

Negro 762  664 

Number  Obtaining    Certifi- 
cates    1,651  l,24t> 

White 1,237  967 

Negro 414  273 

Nimaber  Failing 710  783 

White 362  392 

Negro 348  391 

Per  Cent.  Failing       30  39 

White 23  29 

Negro 46  59 

First  Grade  Certificates  Issued 197  169 

To  Whites  191  163 

To  Negroes 6  6 

To  White  Males 91  82 

To  White  Females 100  81 

To  Negro  Males 5  5 

To  Negro  Females 1  1 

.Second  Grade  Certificates  Is- 
sued        763  474 

To  Whites 611  ^          403 

To  Negroes 162  71 

21 
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To  White  Males 210  154 

To  White  Females 401  -249 

To.  Negro  Males 79  36 

To  Negro  Females 73  35 

Third  Grade  Certificates  Issued 09 1  597* 

To  Whites +35  401 

To  Negroes 256  196 

To  White  Males 140  146 

To  White  Females : .  . . .  295  255 

To  Negro  Males 107  85 

To  ]\egro  Females 149  111 

OTHER  FACTS  RELATIVK  TO  TEACHERS  EMPLOY KI>. 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

<iraduat.e>  oi"  Normal  Schools   257  317 

White .* 214  258 

XegTo 43  59 

White  Males 101  108 

White  Females   113  150 

Negro  Males 25  31 

Negro  Females 18  28 

Attendants  at  Summer  Schools (:)24  973 

AVhite 454  712 

Negro 1 70  261 

White  Males 154  211 

White  Females 300  501 

Negro  Males 72  90 

Negro  Females 98  171 

Attendants  at  State  Associations 513  488 

White 337  303 

Negro 176  185 

Subscribers  to  Edm^ational  Journals 1,636  1,672 

White 1,234  1,255 

Negro 402  417 

Non-Kesidents  of  State 99  106 

White 81  94 

N^egro    18    .  12 


4  . 
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l^on-Kesidents  of  County   Where 

Taught     :..... 276      :^\830 

White ; 202  '^^52 

Negro 74  78 


/  / 


Average  Age  of  Teachers — 

All  Teachers 27  27 

White 27  '27 

Negro 27  27 

WTiite  Males 29  29 

White  Females  26  25 

Negro  Males 30  80 

Negro  Females 25  25 

Average  Months  Taught  in  Life — 

All  Teachers 39  39 

White 37  36 

Negro •.              45  48 

White  Males 41  43 

White  Females 34  33 

Negro  Males 56  58 

Negro  Females 35  38 

Average  Monthly  Salaries  Paid  Teachers — 

-All  Teachers   $34.52  $33.73 

White 36.46  35.70 

N'egro '^8.60  27.76 

White  Males 39.96  38.66 

White  Females 34.36  33,96 

Negro  Males 30.13  28.85 

Negro  Females 27.13  26.73 

Highest  Monthly  Salaries  Paid  Teachers- 
White  Males $175.00  $150.00 

White  Females 100.00  100.00 

Negro  Maies 80.00  90.00 

Negro  Females 50.00  50.00 

AOGBBGATE  SALARIES  PAID  TEACHERS. 

1888.      1897.  1898. 

Both  Races $334,534.80  $f*16,413.98  $528,871.63 
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White  ' 410;821.^0  42l,028.65r 

Jy  egro 105,592.58  «  1^7,843,01 

White  Males 169,231.00  168,791.10 

White  Females 241,590.40  252,237.5'^ 

Negro  Males 54,367.58  54,433.6t> 

NTegro  Females 51,225.00  53,409.35^ 

TAXATION    FOB    SCHOOLS. 

1888.  1897.       1898. 

Assessed  property  of            1888.  1897.  1898 

State $82,600,976  $95,389,966  $95,1 17,15a 

One-mill  tax  levied 95,533  95,117 

One-mill    tax    col- 
lected                 74,807  89,595  87,683 

Aggregate  county  lev- 
ies      444,827  462,006 

Aggregate  collected    .      377,238t  326,745  345,951> 

Polls  assessed •.    67,341  68, 06^ 

Polls  collected 33,478  31,721 

Per     cent,     one-mill 

tax  collected    ....                 90  94  92 

Per  cent,  county  tax 

collected 73  75^ 

f  Sub  -  district      tax 
levied    

f  Snb-district  tax  col- 
lected  


*  Cents  are  omitted. 

f  This  not  reported  full  enough  to  be  of  any  value. 

X  Including  funds  from  all  sources. 

RATE  OF  COUNTY  LEVY  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

1888.  1897.  1898 

Number  of  counties  levying  5  mills  (max- 
imum)    

NTumber  of  counties  levying  4%  mills . . 
Number  of  counties  levying  4i/^  mills. . 
Number  of  counties  levying  414  mills. . 
Number  of  counties  levying  4  mills. . 
Number  of  bounties  levying  3%  mills. . 


7         29  34 

•  •          . .  ^ 

4           4  2 

1  1 

14           8  4 

1 


« • ;    <  '•  1 


^1 

Number  of  counties  levying  3^^  niills. . . .   S  1           2 

Number  of  counties  levying  3^4  mills 1 

Number  of  counties  levjring  3  mills  (min- 
imum)     12 

45  45         4.5 

BECEIPTS     AND    SOURCES    OP    SCHOOL   FUNDS. 

1888.           1897.  1898. 

♦Total  receipts   $484,110    $691,970  $683,568; 

From  cash  on  hand 87,395  52,83^ 

From  interest   on   permanent 

fund 32,064         39,729  34,738 

From  one-mill  apportionment.     74,807         75,050  97,267 

From   county  levy 1377,238       326,745  345,959 

From  back  taxes 72,174  67,887 

From  poll  taxes 33,478  31,721 

From  delinquent  poll  taxes 28,054  7,541 

From  examination  fees 2,250  1,973 

From  non-resident  pupils 431  546 

From  sub-district  taxes    13,351  18,254 

From  all  other  sources 13,308  24,847 

$484,110  t$691,970  t$683,568 

EXPKNDITURES    FOB  SCHOOLS. 

1888.             1897.  1898. 

♦Total  Expenditures $484,110      $713,443  $73»>,951 

For  debts 50,060  67,69? 

For  interest  on  debts 6,256  10,516 

For  salaries  of  teachers 516,413  528,871 

For  salaries    of  County 

Superintendents 30,758  30,9^5 

For      traveling       expenses 

ot  County  Superintendents.   1,387  1,679 

For  commissions  of    Coun- 
ty Treasurers 9,529  8,157 

For  mileage  and  per  diem 

of  County  Boards 7,188  8,9'54 

For  incidental  expenses  of 

County  Supts.  and  Boards   5,080  3,754 ' 


*  Cents  omitted  in  all  numbers. 

t  Doubtless  includes  receipts  from  all  sojurces 

iF^oiitigs  coii-ect  with  detife  included. 
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Por  teachers'    exHinination? .2,70''>  .         '^,^99 

For     teachers'      institutes 

and  Summer  Schools 2,26?  918^ 

For  Lots ■ 1,099  1,318 

For  new  buildings 31,252  22,39I> 

For  repairs  on  buildings 10,841  11,967 

For  furniture 8,903  8,496 

For  apparatus 4,546  5,660 

For  insuruance 1,837  1,566 

For  rent 2,117  2,140 

For  janitors 3,377  3,634 

For  fuel .'. ..  1,198  1,269 

For  incidentals 6,958  4,714 

For  free  text  books 2,324  1,480 

For  county  line  pupils 718  242 

For     all     unclassified      ex- 
penses    6,530  7,135 

$484,110  t$'^13,443  t$736,951 

*  Cents  omitted  in  all  the  above  numbers. 
jFootings  coiTcct  with  the  cents  included. 

VALUE  OF  SCHOOL   PROPERTY  OWNED  BY  COUNTY   BOARDS. 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

Value  of  all  Property $456,625  $672,916  $755,824 

.    For  Whites 555,071  623,170 

For  Negroes 117,845  132,654 

Sub-divided : 

Value  of  School  Lots $100,424  $107,396- 

For  Wliites 75,424  82,193 

For  Xegroes 25,000  25,203: 

Value  of  School  Buildings $450,671  $514,230 

For  Whites 37,506  82,193: 

For  Whites 376,506  427,781 

Value  of  Furniture $50,291  $90,254  $99,346 

For  Whites 76,559  83,243 

For  Negroes   13,695  16,103 

Value  of  Apparatus $31,567  $34,852 

For  Whites 26,582  29,953: 

For  Negroes   .... ...    4,985  4,89^- 

Totals  same  as  above $466,625  $67^,916  $755,824 
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(?HARACTKK  C»F  SCHOOL   BliII.OIiN<iS  OA^'NKD   BY  COrNTY    BOAKDS* 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

Number  of  Buildings 1,907  2,121 

For  Whites     1,45(>  1,638 

•   For   Negroes    451  483- 

Number  of  Brick  Buildings 12  14 

P'or  Whites J)  11 

For  Negroes 3  3 

Number    of   Frame   Build- 

injrs 1,663  1,855 

For  Whites 1,276  1,435 

For  N'egroes    :    387  42a 

Number  of  Log  Buildings 232  252 

For  Whites 171  192 

For  N^egroes Gl  6(k 

Totals  as  x\bove- 1,907  2,121 

Number  of  rooms 2,430  2,705^ 

For  Wlutes 1,855  2,075 

For  Negroes    575  63a 

SCHOOL     FUKNISIIINGS  OWNED  BY  COUNTY  BOARDS. 

1888.  1897.  1898. 

Whole  Number  Patent  Desks   18,127  22,441 

For  Whites 14,809  18,404 

For   Negroes    3,318  4,037 

Number      Double      Patent 

Desks 13,707  16,694' 

For  Whites    1 1,096  13,405 

For  Negroes    2,611  3,28i^' 

Number      Single      Patent 

Desks 4,420  5,747 

For  Whites 3,713  4,J^9^ 

For  Negroes 707  74<S 

Totals  same  as  above 18,127  22,441 

Numbey  Square  Yards  Good 

Blackboards 37,245  35,420^ 
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For  Whites 2d,9^7  29,1'^1 

For  Negroes 7,388  6,299 

Total $171,485.56 

EXPENDITURE  FOR  NEGRO  SCHOOLS. 

Above  Itemized—  1888.  1898. 

Salaries  of  teachers 107,843.01 

Lots,  buildings,  furniture,  etc 10,066.10 

County  Superintendents  (prorated  on 

enrollment) 10,912.28 

County  Boards  (prorated  on  enroll- 
ment)   4,066.91 

Examinations  and  summer  schools 
(prorated  on  enrollment) 1,114.12 

D6bt  and  interest  (prorated  on  enroll- 
ment)      28,300.59 

All  other  purposes  (prorated  on  enroll- 
ment)     9,182.55. 

Total  same  as  above $171,485.56 

COST     OF    NEGRO    EDUCATION.  1888.  1898. 

Per  negro  inhabitant $  .89 

Per  negro  youth  of  school  age 2.58 

Per  negro  pupil  enrolled 4.20 

Per  negro  pupil  in  daily  attendance 6.20 

• 

PER  CAPITA   COST  OF  PUBLIC  SOHOOLS    INCLUDING  BOTH   RACES. 

1888.  .   1897.  1898. 

Per  inhabitant   $1.28  $1.54  $1.58 

Per  youth  of  school  age 4.26  4.68  4.82 

Per  pupil  enrolled 5.81  6.77  6.78 

Per  pupil  in  daily  attendance 9.11  10.27  9.96 

ONE  MILL  TAX    APPORTION^IENT. 

1897,  1898. 
<ilreatest  amount  received  by  any  county  for  $1 

paid    (Gadsden)    • .' $2.27         $3.00 

Least  amount  received  by  any  county  for   $1 

paid  (Dade) 23         

(Lee)   .31 

(See  tables  XTX.  of  1896-97   arid  XII.  of  1897-98,)*^ 


1897.  L89S: 

Number  oi  visits  made 2,315  2,900 

Cost  per  ceut.  of  all  teachers 062  .0^2  .($62 

Tiargeat'    cost'  per    cent,     in    any 

cdunty  (Taylor) .  iH         

(Lee).  . ../ l'4r 

liowesit    cost     per    cent,     in     ailv 

count}'  (Duval)    \ 037  .033 

*   FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  COUNTY    SCHOOL    BOAl&DB: 

1888.         1897.  1898. 

Total  cash  of  all  Boards,  July  1 $53,185       $43,971 

Total  indebtedness  of  all  Boards, 

July  1 115,341       165,139 

Net  cash  of  all  Boards,  July  1 39,728         20,647 

Net  indebtedness  of  all  Boards, 

July   1 101,899       141,915 

Net  debt  created  during  year 94,621 

Borrowed  money  of  the  year  un- 
paid, July  1  '. ! 34,925 

Old  debts  unpaid,  July  1 , 46,679 

Warrants    of     the    year  unpaid, 

July    1 ' 83,534 

Number  of  coimties  with  net  cash 
balance,  July  1 14  10 

Number  of  counties  ^nth  net  in- 
debtedness, Jidy  1 31  35 

It  was  impossible  to  make  a  perfect  balance  sheet  of  the 
financial  reports  filed  from  the  several  counties,  so  diverse 
were  the  conditions  reported  in  different  counties,  but  enough 
is  shown  to  demonstrate  that  the  tendency  is  to  go  in  debt. 
For  information  on  this  point  relative  to  any  particular 
county,  see  Tables  XX.  and  XX III.  on  pages  127  and  164. 
For  any  statistical  fact  pertaining  to  any  county,  see  Chapters 
IV.  and  v.,  beginning  on  pages  100  and  130,  respectively. 
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U^SER  VAT  IONS  ON   STATJSTK^S. 

NDMBKK  OF  SCHOOLS. 

In  reporting  the  number  of  schools,  only  those  actually 
taught  arQ  included  in  the  count.     The  statistics  show  that 
there  was  an  increase  of  71  schools  during  the  past  year,  51 
for  whites'" and  20  for  negroes.     There  has  been  an  increase 
of  356  schools  within  the  past  decade.     No  special  pride  i& 
taken  in  calling  attention  to  the  increase,  for  the  value  of  the 
system  is  not  measured  by  the  number  of  schools.  The  policy 
of  this  administration  from  the  very  first  has  encouraged 
decreasing  the  number  of  schools  as  much  as  circumstances^ 
would  permit,  by  consolidating  two  or  more  weak  schools^ 
into  a  stronger  one.     Should  the  enrollment  and  average 
attendance  continue  to  grow,  I  would  rejoice  in  seeing  the 
number  of  schools  decrease,  and  larger  «nd  better  schools, 
taught  by  better  teachers  and   for  longer  terms,   take  the 
place      of     a     great      number      of     small     sc^liools.         An 
examination     of     tiie     Report     of     two     years     ago,     and 
of     tlie      Special      Reports     of      County      Su])erintendents 
for    the   present    biennium,     will    disclose    the    fact     that 
many  county  administrations   have  adopted   the  policy  of 
keeping  down  the  number  of  schools,  rather  than  multiply- 
ing them.     The  want  of  courage  to  prevent  their  multipli- 
cation is  one  cause  of  the  deficit  in  funds,  and  is  the  best 
evidence  of  weakness  in  some  countv  administrations.     It  i& 
my  deliberate  opinion  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  advocacy 
of  this  policy,  the  number  of  schools  in  the  State  would  now 
exceed  3,000,  and  the  school  system  would  have  been  weak- 
ened in  the  same  proportion'.     I  as  firmly  believe  that  the 
number  now  in  existence,  by  judicious  consolidation  and  lo- 
cation, might  be  reduced  at  least  500,  and  the  strength  of  the 
educational  system  of  the  State,  by  wise  management,  would 
be  enhanced  equally  with  the  percentage  of  decrease  in  num- 
ber of  schools.     So  long  as  the  State  remains  sparsely  settled 
and  comparatively  poor^  a  wise  policy  would  be  to  turn  a  deaf 
ear  ^o  many  applications  to  subdivide  and  multiply  small 
schools.     It  would  be  folly  to  think  of  locating  the  schools 
as  near  to  each  other  as  they  are  in  the    richer    and   more 
populous  States.     Except  for  urgent  necessity,  schools  should 
not  be  located  nearer  than  the    three-mile  limit  prescribed 
in  the  law.     It  would  prove  rather  a  benefit  than  an  injury 
for  robust  children  to  walk  two,  or.  even  two  and    a    half 
miles,  to  re^'ch' a  school  under -the 'tuition  of  comfpfetent  in- 
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struction,  rather  tiiaii  that  liver^'-  child  shuuUI  attend  a. school 
on  the  section  of  land  upon  which  it  lives — our  fathers  and 
mothers,  who  walked  two  and  three  miles  to  school,  were 
made  more  robust  by  tlie  enforced  exercise.  Multiplication 
of  schools  necessitates  weaker  teachers,  shorter  terms,  and 
poorer  appliances. 

So  much  is  said  upon  this  head  with  the  desire  to  counter- 
act the  tendency  prevalent  in  some  sections,  to  grant  every 
request  to  establish  another  school,  under  the  erroneous  idea 
that  it  manifests  interest  and  advances  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. Our  aim  has  not  been  to  make  large  numerical  counts, 
but  rather  to  consider  the  value  of  the  things  counted.  Cases 
are  reported  where  two  schools  for  the  same  race,  on  ac- 
count of  some  local  sentiment  or  prejudice,  are  sustained  in 
a  small  town,  while  one  good  school  would  easily  accommo- 
date all  the  patronage,  and  permit  the  employment  of  better 
teachers  for  longer  terms.  Since  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  these  violations  of  the  statutes,  the  State  Board  of 
Education  will  be  called  upon  to  act  in  the  matter,  unless  the 
School  Boards  in  such  counties  comply  with  tlie  statute  from 
this  time  forward. 

SCHOOL  ENROLLSffENT   ANU   AVEKAGK   A TTEND.VNCK. 

The  total  enrollment  and  average  dailv  attendance  in  the 
public  schools  show  healthy  increase  every  year  during  the 
past  decade.  The  increase  in  enrollment  during  the  past 
two  years  was  8,082,  for  the  last  year,  2,936.  The  increase 
in  average  attendance  is  even,  proportionately,  greater. 

While  it  would  seem  that  29  of  everv  100  children  of  school 
age,  not  enrolling  in  the  public  schools  during  any  one  year, 
is  too  large  a  per  cent,  neglecting  the  privileges  of  education, 
still,  when  we  find  that  the  percentage  of  enrollment  in  the 
public  schools  in  this  State,  even  when  counting  both  races, 
is  greater  than  the  average  in  the  United  States,  it  occurs  that 
there  is  little  cause  to  suspect  that  our  public  schools  are 
not  appreciated.  This  favorable  showing  for  the  public 
schools  is  made  despite  the  fact  that  the  percentage  of  en- 
rollment for  the  United  States  is  calculated  on  a  basis  of 
youth  between  the  ages  of  5  and  18,  while  in  Florida  the 
school  age  is  from  6  to  21  years,  the  comparison  slightly  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  latter,  because  there  is  a  less  per 
cent,  of  vouth  enrolled  bc^tween  18  and  21  vears  of  age  than 
dliring  any  other  three  years  of  their  edncable  life. 

In  the  whole 'United  States,  by  "the  GoYnmiSsio.nef's' Report 
for  1897.  the  per  cent,  of  school  population  enrolled  in  the- 
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public  schiools  is  69y2  per  cent.;  in  Florida,  for  the  year  1898,- 
counting  both  races,  it  was  71  per  cent.;  counting  the  whit^^ 
alone,  78  per  cent.;  the  negroes  alone,  61  per  cent.  It  id 
further  shown  that  the  number  of  youth  of  school  age  eli- 
roUing  in  the  public  schools  in  this  State  is  larger  than  in 
the-  combined  <  Xorth  or  iSouth  Atlantic,  or  South  Cenjtral, 
Division  of  States;  and  that  it  is  gi'eater  than  in  29  other 
-States  in  the  Union. 

The  average  attendance,  as  compared  with  enrollment,  in 
the  United  States,  is  68.8  per  cent.;  in  this  State,  for  1898, 
it  is  a  fraction  over  68  per  cent.,  which  is  greater  than  is 
shown  in  either  the  South  Atlantic  or  Central  Division  of 
States,  and  greater  than  is  reported  in  20  other  States  of  the 
Union.  Hence,  in  the  matter  of  school  enrollment  and  at- 
tendanc'e,  the  facts  show  that  the  condition  in  Florida  is  at 
least  normal,  and,  considering  that  the  count  is  somewhat 
reduced  by  the  lesser  appreciation  of  the  negroes,  diminishing 
the  average,  it  appears  that  there  is  cause  for  satisfaction,  if 
no  more,  with  school  attendance  and  the  interest  that  it  be- 
.speaks  in  public  education. 

AVERAGE  LENGTH  OF  SCHOOL  TERM. 

That  the  school  term  is  entirely  too  short  to  enable  the 
public  schools  to  properly  do  the  work  of  education,  is  ad- 
mitted by  every  one  giving  the  matter  serious  thought.  Since 
the  State  taxes  itself  to  prepare  one  generation  for  better 
citizenship  in  the  next,  it  is  certainly  an  unwise  policy  to 
make  such  a  large  outlay  of  money  while  stopping  short  of 
accomplishing  properly  what  is  done  only  in  part,  but  as  this 
question  is  treated  under  another  subdivision,  in  the  argu- 
ment made  for  increasing  school  revenues,  only  the  compara- 
tive standing  of  this  State  with  others  will  be  given  under  this 
head. 

In  the  year  1897,  the  average  length  of  school  term  in 
the  whole  United  States  was  a  fraction  over  140  days,  each 
general  subdivision  of  States  showing  a  greater  average  than 
the  State  of  Rorida,  except  the  South  Central  Division,  in 
which  Florida  is  included.  The  average  length  of  school 
term  in  Florida,  including  both  races,  for  1898,  was  104 
days;  for  whites  alone,  106;  for  blacks  alone,  99.  The  gen- 
eral averasre  for  the  Xorth  Atlantic  Division  was  172:  for 
the  Xorth  Central  and  Western  Divisions,  151  and  141  re- 
8.pfictiveLy,  there  being  only  10  States  and  Territories  in  ;thJi& 
Union  which  gave  to  their  children  a  less  number  of  days 
of  education  in  the  public  schools. 
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In  demonstration  of  the  fact  that  the  school,  term  is  too 
.  iiiJiort,  and  that  public  education  ihuat  be  disappointing*  in 
tjie  end  when  compared  with  other  States  in  this  respect^ 
the  following  facts  are  cited:     The  average  number  of  days 
•schooling  given  for  every  youth  of  school  age  in  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  Report  of  1897,  is  67.       It  must 
be  remembered  that  some  get  a  great  deal  more,  and  some 
none  at  all.     Divided  according  to  the  general  division  of 
States,  the  Xorth  Atlantic  Division  gave  86  days,  the  South 
Atlantic  Division  42,  the  South  Central  Division  38,   the^ 
North  Central  Division  81,  the  Western  Division  77,     and 
Florida,  in  1898,  50  days  schooling,  upon  an  average,     ta 
every  one  of  her  educable  youth;  counting  whites  alone,  57 
days;  negroes  alone,  41  days.     If  it  is  recognized  as  a  fact 
that  every  section  of  the  country  is,  in  a  sense,  in  compe- 
tition with  every  other  section,  it  becomes  clear  that  the 
youth  reared  in  Florida  and  receiving  such  a  small  per  cent, 
of  educational  advantages,   compared  with  those   educated 
where  there  are  longer  school  terms  and  better  school  facili- 
ties, will  be  at  a  disadvantage  in  the  competition.     There 
may  be  some  consolation  to  those  who  are  satisfied  with  pres- 
ent conditions,  in  the  fact  that  15  States  in  the  Union  give 
an  average  of  a  less  number  of  days  schooling  annually  to 
all  of  their  educable  youth..    But  to  one  who  covets  the  very 
best  gifts  for  all  the  youth  of  the  State,  there  is  very  little  sat- 
isfaction in  knowing  that  34  States  and  Territories  appear 
to  be  discharging  their  obligation  to  their  coming  citizens 
better  than  his  own  State.     These  facts  are  stated,  not  to 
complain  at  what  the  State  has  been  doing,  for  under  the 
circumstances  it  has  acted  nobly  towards  its  children,  but  by 
calling  attention  to  what  others  are  doing  to  stress  the  fact 
that  the  duty  point  has  not  yet  been  reached  in  the  matter 
of  public  education.     More  will  be  said  on  this  line  in  dis- 
cussing other  questions. 

DEFECTIVE   YOUTH  OF  THE  STATE. 

I  feel  that  my  duty  would  be  but  partially  discharged  in 
making  this  Eeport,  if  I  neglected  to  call  attention  to  the 
number  of  defective  youth  in  the  State  who  are  not  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunities  afforded  at  the  Institute  for  the- 
Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb.  The  Census  of  1896  shows  that 
there  are  146  blind  andMeaf-mutos  between  the  ages  of  6  and 
-21  ill  the  State,  while  there  is  less  than  one-half  of  that 
number  on  the  register  of  the  Institute.  It  seems  that  every 
possible  thing  has  been  done  to  acquaint  parents  and  guar- 
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clians  of  this  class  of  unfortunates  with  the  advantages  pre- 
sented at  this  State  Institution.  After  the  Census  of  1896, 
in  which  the  address  of  the  parent  or  guardian  of  each  of 
:«uch  youth  was  obtained,  a  list  was  printed  containing  the 
race,  name,  age  and  sex  of  each  of  th^e  unfortunates,  with  the 
address  of  the  parent  or  guardian,  and  was  sent  to  the  county 
school  officers  in  each  county,  with  the  request  that  influence 
be  exerted  to  secure  the  attendance  of  every  such  youth  at 
the  school  provided  for  them.  They  were  requested  to  make 
known  the  fact  that  it  was  not  an  asylum,  but  a  school,  and 
<i  kind  and  comfortable  Christian  home  where  the  children 
•of  indigent  parents  were  hoarded  and  educated  entirely  at 
State  expense;  to  give  all  necessary  information  and  assist- 
ance to  those  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages 
of  the  State's  generous  efforjt  to  fit  this  class  of  citizens  for 
self-sustenance. 

A  number  of  these  printed  lists  were  sent  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Institute  with  instruction  to  issue  a  circular 
letter  and  to  address  one  to  the  parent  or  guardian  of  each 
blind  or  deaf-mute  in  the  State.  Attention  has  been  called 
to  this  Institution  at  various  times,  through  advertisements 
and  press  notices.  But  with  all  these  efforts  only  62,  counting 
both  white  and  colored,  blind  and  deaf,  have  been  induced  to 
^vail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  this  Institutien,  the 
only  one  in  the  State  where  they  can  be  educated. 

I  have  several  times  visited  this  Institution,  some  times 
•spending  two  or  three  days  as  an  inmate,  associating  with 
teachers  and  pupils,  inspecting  everything  connected  with  it, 
-and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  say^  that  I  have  never  seen  a  hap- 
pier family  of  children  than  those  enjoying  its  advantages. 
Many    of    them    are    looked    after    more     carefully,    as 
to    body,   mind    and    morals,    than    they   could   possibly 
be  at  their  own  homes;  many  are  better  fed,  better  clothed, 
:and  even  better  nursed  in  times  of  sickness,  than  their  parents 
.are  able  to  do. 

These  facts  are  stated  in  order  that  parents  who  are  un- 
willing to  risk  such  children  away  from  the  sacred  precincts 
•of  their  own  home,  may  get  right  impressions  in  regard  to  the 
■character  of  the  Institution,  and  may  give  them  the  benefits 
of  an  education  which  can  not  otherwise  be  obtained  in  this 
State.  They  are  also  given  to  call  the  attention  of  the  char- 
itably disposed  throughout  the  State  to  the  character  of  this 
Institution,  and  with  the  hope  that  they  may  exert  influenee 
in  inducing  the  attendance  of  all  such  youth  at  this  school. 
The  plant  is  provided,  the  teachers  and  attendants  are  all 
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employed,  and  with  very  little  additional  cost  the  State 
o^n  provide  for  the  whole  of  this  class,  and  would  gladly  see 
»11  of  them  enjoying  the  benefits  offered. 

PLENTtr  OP  TEACHERS. 

The  statistics  on  the  subject  show  that  there  are  plcnty^of 
tdacjiers  resident  in  the  State,  though,  in  some  cases,  not  dis- 
tributed as  well  as  the  requirements  of  the  schools  demand. 
If  a  County  Superintendent  is  industrious  and  will  answer 
inquiries  for  positions  (complaint  has  often  reached  me  that 
i;ome  do  not),  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  obtain  a  suiiicient 
nnmber  of  teachers  to  fill  all  the  schools  with 
residents  of  the  State  as  far  as  it  is  advisable  to  do  so.  I 
fully  believe  that,  all  things  else  being  equal,  preferenqe 
should  be  given  to  home  talent.  The  report  is  made  from 
many  counties,  that  the  teachers  that  have  come  under  the 
influences  at  work  in  our  own  State,  as  a  rule,  do  better  work, 
manifest  greater  interest,  and  give  better  satisfaction,  than 
those  that  are  brought  from  a  distance,  bearing  overdrawn  tes- 
timonials. There  certainly  can  be  no  opposition  to  a  faith- 
ful teacher,  it  matters  not  whence  he  comes,  and  he  should 
be  welcome  as  he  shows  merit,  interest,  honesty  and 
-skill.  But  it  is  believed  to  be  the  duty  of  those  charged 
with  the  employment  of  teachers,  not  to  reject  home  talent 
without  first  thoroughly  investigating  the  character  and 
<|ualifications  of  those  who  are  to  take  the  places  denied  to 
<;ertificatcd  teachers  residing  within  the  State. 

While  speaking  of  teachers,  I  wish  to  commend  the  teach- 
ing body  of  Florida  for  the  co-operation  given  in  the  effort 
to  improve  the  character  of  the  teaching  force.  Considering 
the  short  term,  and  the  small  salaries  received,  the  efforts 
made  to  increase  their  own  knowledge  and  skill  by  attend- 
ance upon  Associations,  County  and  State  Institutes,  Sum- 
mer Schools,  and  all  other  means  provided  for  their  improve- 
icient,  for  creating  aspiration  and  inspiration,  the  teachers  of 
this  State  rank  with  those  anywhere.  They  have  made  re- 
markable growth  in  every  respect  since  first  it  became 
my  duty  to  look  into  their  work  and  condition  as  teachers. 
I  would  feel  that  I  had  been  derelict  in  my  duty  if  I  failed 
to  commend  the  efforts  made  at  improvement,  and  to  thank 
them  as  a  body  for  the  co-operation  which  they  have  always 
rtjndered  me  in  instituting  the  examination  system,  and  other 
means  to  elevate  the  standard  of  teachers.  AH  has  not  been 
done  that  must  be  done,  but  the  progress  made  and  the  spirit 
with  which  efforts  at  progress  have'  been  received,  deserve 
<!on)mendation. 
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TJie  reports  for  the  p«i8t  two  years  shaw  the  ^following  iiuiii- 
ber  of  examinees  for  teachers'  certilieates :  2,3(>1  in  1897; 
2,023  in  1898;  of  which  1,599  in  1897,  and  1,359  in  1898, 
.were  successful  in  receiving  some  grade  of  county  certificate. 
WJiile  the  examinations,  as  a  whole,  I  doubt  not,  were  hon- 
estly conducted,  and  the  papers  faithfully  graded,  still,  I  am 
satisfied,  from  statistics  that  come  from  other  sections  of  the 
country,  that  too  large  a  per  cent,  of  persons  seeking  certifi- 
cates have  been  admitted  into  the  profession.  It  cannot  be 
eaid  how  this  was  done,  and  will  not  be  said  that  any  consid- 
erable per  cent,  of  it  resulted  from  fraud,  while  it  is  be- 
lieved that  in  a  few  cases  fraud  was  practiced.  Nor  can  it 
be  positively  asserted  that  Grading  Committees  have  been 
too  lenient,  still,  statistics  and  after  experience  with  many 
persons  employed  as  teacliers,  demonstrate  that  teachers  were 
made  ratlier  profusely. 

In  illustration  of  this  last  statement,  only  one  compara- 
tive instance  will  be  cited,  many  others  might  be  added.  In 
the  great  State  of  New  York,  with  all  of  her  Colleges,  Normal 
Schools,  Institutes,  long  terms  of  schools  and  general  excel- 
lence of  educational  facilities,  where  it  is  natural  to  suppose 
that  as  large  a  per  cent,  of  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates 
would  be  worthy  to  receive  the  same  as  in  Florida,  the  facts 
sliow  that  in  1898,  out  of  17,457  examinees  for  the  various 
grades  of  county  certificates,  only  5,322  were  successful.  The 
statement  has  often  been  made  that  the  New  York 
Uniform  Examination  questions  are  not  as  difficult  as  those 
given  in  Florida,  being  urged  in  complaint  again.^t 
the  Superintendent  of  this  State  for  the  rigidity  of  the 
examinations.  Whether  there  be  any  truth  in  that  complaint^ 
I  will  not  pretend  to  say,  but  now  accept  it  as  a  fact,  and  in 
turn^  ask  some  one  to  explain  why  it  is  that  only  30  per  cent, 
of  the  applicants  for  certificates  in  New  York  obtainecl  the 
same,  while  upwards  of  67  per  cent,  were  successful  in  Florida, 
both  in  the  years  1897  and  1898.  One  of  two  things  must  be 
true;  either  that  the  teachers  in  Florida  are  more  scholarly 
than  those  in  New  York,  or  that  the  examinations  are  con- 
ducted with  greater  leniency  in  the  State  of  Florida.  In 
the  State  of  New  York,  there  is  an  expert  Committee  to  grade 
all  the  papers.  In  this  State,  the  Committees  are  too  often 
made  up  of  young,  and  possibly,  persons  illy-prepared  to 
keep  the  door  that  admits  to  the  high  profession  of  teaching. 
It  may  be  due  to  kno\^ledge  of  this  fact  that  opposition  to  a 
District  or  State  Grading  Committee  exists  in  some 
counties.  I  am  satisfied  that  where  this  opposition  exists,  in 
most  cases  at  least,  there  is  really  greater  necessity  for  a 
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Grading  Committee  removed  further  from  local  influences 
and  from  sympathy  for  their  immediate  friends  in  the  profes- 
sion. 

At  any  rate,  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  will  be  called 
to  the  fact  that  it  might  be  well  to  provide  Grading  Com- 
mittees in  a  different  way  and  to  throw  additional  safeguards 
around  the  conduct  of  the  examinations,  and  I  confidently  ex- 
pect that  every  truly  professional  and  competent  teacher  res- 
ident in  this  State  will  approve  of  the  advised  change. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

As  stated  in  the  Introduction  to  this  Report,  very  little 
space  will  be  consumed  by  myself  in  arguing  the  necessity  or 
advisability  of  recommended  changes  in  the  law.  It  was  de- 
sired in  this  Report  to  put  the  County  Superintendents,  and 
other  school  officers,  in  evidence,  as  they  are  more  directly 
connected  with  the  execution  of  the  law  and  it  is  likely  that 
their  opinion  will  have  more  iniluence  than  the  recom- 
mendations of  one  man. 
1.  School  Census: — 

I  recommend  that  the  present  law  be  changed  so  that  the 
census  shall  be  taken  by  the  County  Superintendent  or 
School  Board. 

The  present  ]aw  is  indefinite  as  to  detail,  places  the  re- 
sponsibility upon  too  many  to  secure  expedition  and  relia- 
bility; it  fails  to  state  clearly  who  shall  pay  for  the  work,  or 
to  provide  any  compensation  for  the  one  doing  the  clerical 
part  of  it.  It  also  requires  the  taking  of  the  census  of  all 
children  "between  the  ages  of  4  and  21"  as  well  as  between 
(3  and  21,  the  first  being  entirely  superfluous  work,  as  I  know 
of  no  earthly  use  made  of  that  information. 

It  might  be  a  good  idea  to  place  the  responsibility  of  the 
census  upon  the  County  Board  of  Public  Instruction  and  to 
require  each  one,  or  his  agent,  for  whom  he  should  be  respon- 
sible, to  enroll  the  children  in  his  own  School  Board  District. 
Should  he  take  it  himself,  the  better  acquaintance  with  his 
people  and  with  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  schools  which 
he  would  acquire,  might  be  an  incalculable  benefit  to  him  in 
the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

But-  the  better  plan  would  be  to  place  the  responsibility 
upon  the  County  Superintendent.  This  has  been  recom- 
mended by  every  State  Superintendent  from  the  first  to  the 
present  one,  who  had  anything  to  do  with  the  taking  of  a 
census.  My  immediate  predecessor  recommended  that  the 
duty  be  placed  upon  the  County  Superintendent  and  that  he 
be  paid  four  cents  for  each  child  enrolled.  Other  Su- 
perintendents h9y?  recommendecl  that  the  compensation  of 
3HI 
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the  County  Superintendent  be  as  much  as  five  cents. 

Section  260  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  or  Section  76  rf  rth£ 
School  Compilation  of  1897,  requires  that  this  census  fiaail 
he  taken  again  in  1900;  I  do  most  earnestly  insist  that  this 
present  Legislature  will  provide  that  it  shall  not  be  taken  un- 
der the  present  law,  with  all  the  delay,  annoyance  and  unre- 
liability that  must  attach  to  work  done  by  so  many  incompet- 
ent and  irresponsible  persons  as  are  found  among  upwards 
of  2,500  school  Supervisors.  The  operations  of  this  law  in 
taking  the  census  in  1892  and  1896,  was  a  clear  illustration  of 
the  old  saying,  "Too  many  cooks  spoil  the  broth /^ 

2.  Teachers^  Summer  Schools: — 

I  recommend  that  the  appropriation  made  for  Summer 
Schools  for  the  past  two  years  be  made  for  the  next  two. 

It  is  useless  to  argue  the  advisability  of  continuing  this  ap- 
propriation. It  is  well  known  to  almost  every  one  that  ever}- 
State  and  Territory  now  regard  them  as  indispensable  con- 
comitants of  the  public  schools,  and  liberal  appropriations  are 
made  for  their  support,  with  the  view  of  insisting  upon  and 
of  improving  a  large  class  of  public  school  teachers  that  cannot 
and  will  not  take  a  course  in  a  good  Normal  School. 

Dr.  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  agent  of  the  Peabody  IMnd,  recently 
wrote  me  as  follows :  '^I  shall  be  glad  to  renew  the  appropria- 
tion for  Teachers*  Institutes  to  the  extent  of  $1,200,  provided 
ycmr  Legislature  will  supplement  it  by  an  equal  or  greater 
sum."  You  are  referred  to  the  reports  of  Summer  Schools 
for  the  past  two  years,  being  Chapter  II.  of  this  Eeport,  and 
also  to  the  various  allusions  made  to  the  same  by  the  various 
(bounty  Superintendents  in  their  Special  Reports,  found  in 
(■haj^ter  VI.,  and  to  the  discussion  of  Summer  Schools  by  the 
State  Convention  of  County  Superintendents,  beginning  on 
page  426  of  this  Report.  These  Schools  cannot  be  dispensed 
with  so  long  as  inexperienced  and  poorly  prepared  persons 
are  permitted  to  play  the  role  of  teacher,  and  this  will  be  the 
case  everywhere  until  every  teacher  becomes  a  normal  grad- 
uate or  an  expert  in  his  profession — ^which  means  never. 

3.  Amendments  to  the  Examination  Law: — 

I  again  recommend  that  Chapter  4331  of  the  Session  of 
1895,  amending  Chapter  4192,  generally  known  as  the  Ex- 
amination Law,  be  amended  so  as  to  limit  the  number  of 
Second  and  Third  Grade  Certificates  that  may  be  issued  to 
the  same  person;  also,  that  Grading  Committees  be  ap- 
pointed differently  from  the  plan  now  provided  by  law.  It 
is  gratifying  to  witness  the  unanimity  with  which  the  good 
results  of  the  general  features  of  this  law  are  commended, 
it^othibjr  school  officers  and  t^^cbers,    ^^nstead  of  ^i^cussing 
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heriB  the  necessity  of  the  changes  recommended,  you  are  re- 
ferted  to  nrhat  is  said  on  "The  Eesults  of  the  Uniform  Ex- 
anrination'^  on  page  32,  and  to  the  various  recommendations 
of  County  Superintendents  in  their  Special  Eeports  in  Chap- 
ter VI.,  and  to  the  discussion  of  the  County  Superintendents' 
Convention  on  this  general  topic,  beginning  on  page  45#  of = 
this  Eeport,  and  to  Eesolution  1  under  Topic  10,  found  on 
page  487  of  this  Eeport. 

4.  Compulsory  Education: — 

The  County  Superintendents,  at  their  recent  State  Con- 
vention, adopted  the  following  resolution: 

^'^Eesolved,  That  a  compulsory  education  law  be  en- 
acfcfd  in  the  State  of  Florida,  requiring  every  child  between 
the  ages  of  6  and  14  to  attend  school  at  least  80  days  in  eveiry 
vear;  Provided,  That  such  limitations  shall  be  attached  to  the, 
law  as  will  not  make  attendance  a  hardship  upon  any  child.     , 

I,  myself,  favor  the  enactment  of  some  such  law,  provided 
the  provisions  are  not  made  too  rigorous.  The  moral  effect, 
of  such  a  law  will  very  nearly  accomplish  its  purpose  without 
any  costly  machinery  to  enforce  it.  The  fact  that  27  Staten 
in  the  Union  have  such  a  law  in  force  is  str6!iig  atgttrrieilr  in' 
its- favor.  I  am  informed  that  the  operation  of  the  latw 
is  commended  wherever  its  execution  has  betfn' 
wise^nd,  ccmservative;  On  this  point  I  have  not  tiiorougMy 
investigated.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  Commissioner  oi 
Edaeation  of  the  United'  States  commends  a  conservative 
and*  wisely  exek;uted  law  upon  this  subject.  I  have  not  tatajft* 
the  trtmble  to  ascertain  positively  his  position  in  regard  »ta  it; 

5.  Sub-IHatrict  Laws. 

•  I  ^recommend  that  Chapter  4336,  Session  Laws  of 
1895,  be  amended  so  as  to  simplify  and  make  clearer  all  the 
provisiom  necessary  to  establish  a  sub-district,  and  to  levy, 
the  tax;  and  that  the  duties  and  relations  of  Trustees  to  other 
officers  be  dearly  defined. 

An     examination     of     Chapter     VI.     will     show     that 
nearl}'.    every    Superintendent,    in    Counties    where    sub- 
districts  are  eatiablished,   makes   such  a    request.     See  alao 
the  discussion  of  the  Convention  of  County  Superintendents, 
on,  this  subject^ .  beginning  on  page  471  of  this  Report,  and 
a  BeidblutLon^  found  on  the  last  page  of  the  fiep(u:t.     In  obedir : 
ence  to  this  Eesolution^  the  biU  submitted  by  Superintendent  ^ 
Young,  oi  CitrusCounty,  will  be  revised  by  mys^>.  aad^ 
it^. hoped  it  willbe  enacted  and  all  other  laws  on  the subjad; 
rofieafed.  act<  a  whole. 

I  recommend    that  a  Special  Certificate,  leading  up.  ]^  a 


36 

Primary  Life  Certificate,  good  only  in  the  Primary  Depart- 
ment of  Graded  Schools,  be  provided  for  by  law.  For 
argument  upon  this  subject,  see  page  24  of  the  Repori;  of  this 
Department  for  1896,  also  page  459  of  this  Report  and  Res- 
olution 2  on  page  487,  adopted  by  the  County  Superintend- 
ents in  Convention  assembled. 

7.  Course  of  Study. 

I  recommend  that  Penmanship  be  restored  to  the  Course 
of  Study  on  which  all  teachers,  must  be  examined,  and  that 
Book-keeping  be  required  in  the  examination  for  teachers' 
First  Grade  Certificates.  The  first  part  of  this  recommendation 
was  endorsed  in  Resolution  6  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
County  Superintendents'  Convention,  foimd  on  page  488,  but 
the  recommendation  in  regard  to  Book-keeping  was  lost,  as 
will  be  seen  by  Resolution  7,  found  on  the  same 
page.  Nevertheless,  I  believe  that  the  principles  of  all 
leading  Graded  and  High  Schools  should  be  prepared  to 
teach  at  least  the  elements  of  this  science,  hence  the  recom- 
mendation made  to  the  last  Legislature  is  renewed. 

8.  Text- Book  Law, 

I  recommend  that  a  Text  Book  Law  providing  for  County 
Adoptions  be  enacted. 

The  State  is  entirely  without  any  law  upon  the  subject, 
since  the  law  of  1893  was  left  out  in  the  cod- 
ification of  the.  Revised  Statutes.  After  conference 
with  'myself  and  others.  Superintendent  Buchholz, 
of  Hillsborough,  prepared  and  submitted  to  me,  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  county  adoptions,  which,  with  some  revisions  will 
be  presented  to  the  Legislature  for  action  thereon. 

There  are  many  in  the  State  favoring  State  Uni- 
formit}^,  others,  the  creation  of  a  Book  Commission  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  books  and  to  recommend  two  or 
more  texts  on  each  subject  from  which  County  Boards  shall 
make  adoptions.  I  am  somewhat  inclined  to  the  latter  course, 
but  make  no  such  recommendation,  as  the  text  book  question 
is  a  very  serious  and  complicated  one,  and  any  school  officer 
taking  a  decided  stand  upon  this  question  is  liable  to  have  his 
good  name  besmirched. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  amount  of  Itterature  in  opposi- 
tion to  State  Uniformity,  or  State  Advisory  Committees,  pro- 
fusely and  promiscously  circulated  by  capital  invested  in 
School  book  publications,  I  am  unable  to  see  why  such  provi- 
sion wisely,  judiciously,  conservatively  and  inconoiptably  ad- 
ministered would  prove  a  detriment  to  the  State.  Such  a  law 
seems  necessary  to  throw  some  kind  of  safe^ard  around  the 
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adoption  of  books,  as  well  as  to  institute  some  degree  of  prog- 
ress in  the  selection  of  books  in  many  of  the  weaker  counties, 
and  it  might  be  made  so  flexible  that  the  counties  more  capa- 
ble of  discharging  this  duty  for  themselves,  may  not  be  re- 
tarded in  progress.  Every  utterance  on  an  educational  platform 
in  opposition  to  any  species  of  State  Uniformity  sems  to  be 
more  or  less  suggested  by  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  books.  Such  utterances,  it  matters  not  by  whom  made,  bear 
the  marks  of  being,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  a  rehash  of  what 
has  already  been  published  upon  the  subject;  but  when  some 
one  else  delivers  himself,  the  essay  or  oration  is 
immediately  printed  and  spread  broadcast  in  the  ter- 
ritor}'  which  it  is  liable  to  affect.  In  the  face  of  all  this  effort  at 
creating  adverse  sentiment,  if  it  were  possible  to  insure  a  pure 
and  wise  execution  of  such  a  law,  I  am  unable  to  see  any  argu- 
ments against  an  Advisory  Book  Commission.  But  should  a 
mistake  be  made,  I  readily  confess  that  with  State  adoption, 
or  limited  State  supervision  under  the  provision  of  an  Advis- 
ory Committee,  it  would  be  far  reaching  in  its  conseqiiences, 
hence,  as  I  could  not  insure  such  an  administration,  and  as 
the  question  is  a  mooted  one,  I  abstain  from  recommending 
more  than  a  law  providing  for  county  adoption  of  books.  I 
find  in  me  a  spirit  that  resists  to  the  utmost  a  seeming  effort 
of  organized  capital  to  tutor  the  utterances  of  the  educa- 
tional press  and  speakers  and  to  influence  oflicial  recommen- 
dation and  action  as  though  the  administration  of  schools 
were  a  partitive  one,  one  factor  being  the  book  companies,  the 
other  the  officers  legally  charged  with  school  government. 

For  the  discussion  upon  this  subject  by  the  Superintend- 
ents of  the  State,  you  are  referred  to  page  465  of  this  Eeport, 
also  to  Resolution  No.  8  on  page  488. 
9.  Collection  of  Poll  Taxes. 

I  recommend  that  some  law  be  enacted  that  will  insure  bet- 
ter collection  of  the  poll  taxes. 

In  consenting  to  the  Constitutional  Amendment  taking  fines 
and  forfeitures  from  the  school  fund,  as  the  amoimt  received 
from  that  source  was  very  small,  and  as  the  large  fund 
that  shoxdd  arise  from  this  source  was  largely  lost  to  every  De- 
partment of  State,  it  was  understood  that  compensation  should 
be  made  to  the  school  fimd  by  providing  that  poll  taxes  should 
be  more  imiformly  collected.  An  examination  of  the  amount 
of  poll  tax  reported  as  collected,  in  this  and  previous  Reports, 
will  disclose  the  fact  that  no  such  compensation  has  as  yet 
accrued  in  the  aggregate  to  the  school  funds  of  the  State.  I 
sincerely  believe  that  the  head  of  every  family  enjoying  the 
benefits  of  the  public  schools  should  be  forced  to  contribute 
at  least  $1  towards  their  support. 
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10.  Abolish  the  b-Mill  Mcvxirnurn  and  Give  to  Vounty  JSichod 
Boards  the  Undisputed  Right  to  Fix  the  Levy, 

For  argument  upon  this  subject  see  the  reeommeildation; 
direct  or  implied,  in  the  Special  Report  of    nearly     evety ' 
County  Superintendent,  recorded  in   Chapter  VI.   of  this 
volume.     See  also  the  discussion  upon  this  subject,  begin- 
ning on  page  442,  also  Resolutions  3  and  4  on  page  488. 

1  must  be  permitted  to  make  a  short  argument  upon  this  al- 
most unanimous  endorsement  of  County  Superintendents,  and 
of  many  of  the  School  Boards  in  the  strongest  financial 
counties  in  the  State.  It  is  claimed  that  in  asking  for  this 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  it  is  only  asking  local  op- 
tion,^ or  the  right  of  voters  of  each  county  ..to  tax  them- 
sel,ves  as  they  may  desire,  for  the  support  of.  public  education, 
ill  placing  the. authority. to  mak^  tHe  county  levy,  in  the 
hands':  of  a  County.  8i;hppl  BoajA.ekqted  by  the,  Toters  of. 
each.,  county,  every:  two  ye^rs,  is  virfttally.  placing  in.  the 
hands  of  the  peopl^.  the  option  to  ta;^  themselyes.  The  cry.- 
comes  up  from  nearly  every  county  that  the  school  fundk; 
{$re  inadequate,  thongh  34  counties  are  already  levying  the 
maximuni  limit,  and  many  are  striving,  ta  provide  better 
school  faqiliti^  thro^gh  the  vexing  and  often  disappointing, 
sulj-district  systen[\. 

The  opinion  lai;gely  prevails  that .  the .  public  schdoir 
sysieux  has  about  attained  its  growth,  and  wilt 
largely. fail  to  meet  public  expectation  in  its  results  iinlesB 
mpre,  funds  are  provided.  Meeting  the  demands  for 
larger  and  better  adapted  school  building  which  is  impera* 
tive  and  almost  universal  throughout  the  State,  is  out  of  the 
(|uestion  unless  this  restrictive  limit>  which;  is  not.  placed 
upon  the  taxes  for  any  other  purposes,  be  removed. 

One  epoch  in  the  evolution  of  the  public  school  system, 
the  most  laborious  and  trying  one^  that  of  organization  anfd' 
(istiablishment,  mky  be  said    to    lie  now  complete.      Public 
education  is,  and  will  be  henceforth,  recognized  as  one  of  the 
fixed,  best  paying  and  most  responsible  functions  of  Sfafe 
government.    It  is  sincerely  and  ieartily  accepted  by  a  mar 
jority  of  the  voters  that  the  obligation  rests. upon  the  Slate 
to  do  the  m4xgum  opus  of  public  education.  ,  The  school  tax  - 
may  be  truly  said  to  be  paid  more  ch^rf uUy  thlan  any  otbe^. 
The  demand  for  longer  terms  and  better  gehools  is  far  b&* . 
yond    the    ability    of    County    Sphioiol    Boards    to    meetl 
Tli^     opinion     generally     obtain^    ,  among     school     offi- 
oer3^  ancl^  is    share.d  .  riV    .  )>y    m^^lf,  r  tt^at. .  the    limit. 
oi  piiblic  school  developmeiit .  ^i&,  ,abput .,  r^cjied    unjleas* 
more  liberal  provisions  are  n^tde,  under  the  State  Constitu- 
tion, for  the  support  of  education. 


,  ^j^lute  illiteriacy  has  been  reduced,  but  there  ex^ta  a 
Iprge  per  cent,  of  comparatively  illiterate,  whose  education 
fcxojf  wch  A  character  that  they  are  lifted  but  a  slight  de- 
gjrfijei^bove  the  absolutely  illiterate,  if  breadth  of  comprehen- 
t^ion.be  .taken  into  account.  It  is  an  old  truism  that  "A  little 
lefirning  is  a  dangerous  thing/'  education,  to  be  beneficial, 
must  be  of  a  kind  and  to  a  degree  that  broadens,  develops 
judgment,  and  forms  the  foundations  of  character.  This 
education  must  be  of  a  different  type  to  that  usually  acquired 
in  a  four  months  school,  and  it  must  be  received  through  the 
medium  of  a  better  grade  teacher  than  can  often  be  secured 
for  a  large  proportion  of  the  public  schools  with  the  funds 
at  command.  The  educational  system  of  this  State  ranks 
well  with  other  Southern  States,  where  conditions  are  similar 
to  our  own,  but  if  satisfied  with  the  present  status,  the  ideal 
of  public  education  is  altogether  on  too  low  a  plane,  and  the 
public  schools  will  prove  in  the  end  rather  a  curse  than  a 
blessing. 

The  assumption  of  the  State  to  do  the  work  of  edu- 
cation has  almost  completely  paralyzed  private  and  individual 
efforts  in  that  direction.  Then,  the  State  must  rise  equal  to 
the  demand,  or  retrogression  in  the  average  intelligence  of 
the  body  politic  will  be  the  inevitable  result.  It  is,  then,  a 
duty  to  make  the  public  schools  better,  or  it  will  be  found 
that  the  Commonwealth  has  relatively  lost  by  giving  the 
many  but  a  smattering  of  an  elementary  education,  less 
profound  an  intense  than  was  acquired  by  the  few  before  the 
inception  of  State  education.  The  institution  of  the  public 
school  produced  a  kind  of  leveling  in  education,  and 
unless  the  general  standard  is  elevated  by  longer  terms  and 
more  skillful  teaching,  it  will  be  found  that  the  average  of 
intelligence  was  greater  when  the  few  educated  themselves 
to  a  high  degree,  and  the  many  were  practically  in  ignorance. 

The  present  is  in  many  respects  a  superficial  age,  in  whicli 
sham  and  pretense  have  largely  usurped  the  throne  that 
should  be  occupied  by  worth  and  genuine  interest.  The  en- 
.thronement  of  superficiality  in  places  fit  to  be  held  only 
by  the  scholarly  and  profound,  has  everywhere  been  the  con- 
comitant of  the  introduction  of  universal  education. 
The  pettifogger  usurps  the  prerogative  of  the  jurist, 
the  demagogue  holds  the  seat  of  the  patriot  and  statesman, 
the  real  teacher  is  supplanted  by  the  boorish  and  more  pre- 
tentious professor.  This  retrogression  may  proceed  until 
every  phase  of  life  becomes  thoroughly  saturated  with  super- 
ficiality. Education  may  multiply  while  scholars  diminish 
in  number  and  in  influence.    It  is  time  to  call  a  h^lt  in  the 
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progress  of  the  superficial,  the  sham  and  the  pretentious. 
This  condition  has  largely  come  through  the  introduction  of 
an  inadequate  public  school  provision.  As  the  retrogression 
largely  came  through  the  introduction  of  public  education, 
the  reformation  should  come  through  the  public  schools,  by 
the  establishing  of  longer  terras  and  by  providing  and  in- 
sisting upon  xnore  scholarly  and  professional  teachers. 

If  any  one  will  stop  to  consider  the  matter  for  a  moment,  he 
must  know  that  it  is  but  the  pretense  of  an  education  that 
can  be  given  to  the  youth  of  the  State  by  an  annual  term  of 
80  days,  which  obtains  in  most  of  the  counties.  The  State 
must  be  honest  and  not  practice  deception  upon  its 
coming  citizens  by  deluding  them  with  the  notion  that  they 
are  being  better  educated  and  prepared  for  honorable  and 
responsible  citizenship  when  it  provides  for  them  but  a  four- 
months  school  term  under  the  tuition,  to  say  the  least,  of  a 

poorly  qualified  and  indifferent  instructor.  If  space  per- 
mitted, I  would  like  to  say  more  upon  this  subject,  but  will 
add  but  one  other  point. 

The  change  is  in  the  organic  law,  and  must  be  voted  upon 
by  the  people  of  the  State;  and  I  fail  to  see  how  any  one, 
claiming  to  be  a  Democrat,  will  refuse  to  submit  to  the  people 
the  right  to  say  whether  or  not  they  shall  be  allowed  to  tax 
themselves  more  liberally  for  the  education  of  their  own 
children. 

II.  A  free  Scholarship  in  the  State  Normal, 

1  recommend  that  a  free  scholarship  be  given  in  the  State 
Normal  School  perpetually,  good  for  two  years  to  the  same 
individual,  for  each  county  in  the  State.  In  support  of  this 
recommendation,  the  fact  is  cited  that  the  State  is  now  edu- 
cating one  military  man  for  each  county.  It  seems  not  an 
unreasonable  thing  that  the  teacher  be  put  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  soldier.  Attention  is  called  to  a  Eesolution 
on  this  subject,  found  on  page  489,  adopted  by  the  recent 
State  Convention  of  County  Superintendents. 

Other  recommendations  on  minor  questions  might  be  made, 
but  they  can  be  communicated  otherwise  to  the  Legislature. 


CfiftFTeK  II. 


Teachers*  Summer  Schools. 


Section  3,  of  Chapter  4566 — "An  Act  to  Provide  for  Teach- 
ers' Summer  Schools  and  to  make  Appropriations  therefor," 
reads  as  follow.^:  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  to  submit  a  report  to  the  next 
General  Assembly,  showing  where  and  the  number  of  such 
Summer  Schools  conducted,  the  number  of  teachers  attending 
each  by  sex  and  race,  the  number  of  conductors  of  eacK 
school,  the  number  of  days  service  rendered  by  each,  and 
submit  vouchers  for  every  dollar  of  the  fund  p\l\  oat." 

A  part  of  the  fund  supporting  these  schools  was  contributed 
by  Dr.  J.  L.  M  Curry,  Agent  of  the  Peabody  Fund,  to  whom 
report  also  was  required  to  be  made.  Thi<i  was  made  to  c6n- 
form  to  the  statutory  provisions,  so  that  the  same  report 
would  answer  both  for  the  Agent,  or  Trustees  ot  the  Peabody 
Fund,  and  for  the  State  Legislature. 

The  reports  made  to  Dr.  Currv  for  the  vears  1897  and 
1898  will  both  be  submitted  here  without  nmterial  change,  it 
being  understood  that  wherever  the  name  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Ai. 
Currv  occurs,  or  reference  is  made  to  him.  the  General  Assem- 
bly  also  is  meant. 


Educational  Department,  State  of  Florida,  ^ 
Office  of  W.  N.  Sheats,  Supkrkvtexdent,      ^ 

Tallaiiasske,  Oct.  19,  1897.  ) 

J)r.  J,  L.  M,  Curry^  Agent  Peahody  FunJ^ 

1736  M.  St.,  A^.  TT.,   Washington,  J).  (\: 

Dear  Sir — The  report  of  the  Teachers'  Summer  Training 
Schools  held  in  this  State  during  the  past  summer  is  so  de- 
layed from  various  causes  that  1  am  almost  ashamed  to  pre- 
sent it,  especially  after  so  many  direct  promises  on  my  part  to 
report  with  promptness.  But  I  will  not  encumber  the  report 
with  the  many  valid  excuses  for  my  tardiness. 

2*1 
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StTMMEB  SCHOOLS,  "NOT  INSTITUTES." 

As  this  summer  work  among  the  teachers  usually  continues 
for  two  months  in  this  State,  and  is  not  confined  chiefly  to 
lectures  by  alleged  experts  while  their  benighted  bearers  look 
on  with  admiration  at  their  wonderful  exhibition  of  knowl- 
edge, but  actual  recitations  are  interlarded  with  lectures  and 
model  lessons,  these  institutions  in  Florida  are  called  "Teach- 
ers' Summer  Training  Schools."  Our  condition  is  yet  such 
that  the  necessity  still  exists  for  teaching  the  what  as  well  as 
the  how, 

THE  FUNDS. 

You  were  notified  last  spring  that  the  direct  result  of  your 
address  to  our  Legislature,  on  the  29th  of  April,  was  an  ap- 
propriation of  $3,000  annually  to  be  added  to  and  to  co-op- 
erate with  the  donation  of  the  Peabodv  Trustees  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  work.  The  amount  of  funds  placed  at 
my  command  this  year  was  $1,200  by  the  Peabody  Trustees 
and  $3,000  by  the  State  Legislature,  a  total  of  $4,200. 

NECESSARY  DELAY  IN  OPENING  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  legislative  appropriation  on  which  your  donation  was 
based  was  not  approved  until  June  5th,  thereby  requiring  all 
of  the  preliminary  work  in  establishing  these  schools,  such  as 
advertising  for  locations  easy  of  access  and  securing  cheap  and 
ample  boarding  accommodations,  selecting  sites  and  faculties, 
and  giving  publicity  to  the  same,  had  all  to  be  done  after  that 
data.  It  was  impossible  to  do  this  preliminary  work  success- 
fully and  open  the  schools  earlier  than  July  12th. 

ATTENDANCE  CREDITABLE. 

It  was  SO  late  before  definite  information  could  be  given  in 
regard  to  the  Summer  Schools,  that  several  counties,  having 
caught  the  inspiration  that  had  gone  out  from  this  work  from 
previous  years,  became  restless  with  waiting  for  something 
definite  and  proceeded  to  hold  institutes  of  several  weeks' 
duration  under  county  auspices^  all  of  which  were  well  at- 
tended; other  counties,  having  given  up  all  hope  of  Summer 
Schools,  had  arranged  to  open  their  regular  public  schools, 
some  in  July,  others  in  August.  All  of  this  militated  against 
the  largest  attendance.  This  can  be  avoided  in  the  future, 
for  the  first  time,  as  it  will  be  known  before  the  opening  of 
the  new  year  that  Teachers'  Summer  Training  Schools  are 
provided  for  and  will  be  held.    Notwithstanding  these  disad« 
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Vantages  tbe  attendance  reported  further  on  speaks  for  itself. 
Another  year  the  schools  will  be  advertised  and  opened  ear- 
ller,  and  doubtless  will  be  still  more  largely  attended. 

NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  AND  LENGTH  OP  TERMS. 

In  the  advertising  circular  issued  on  the  25th  of  June  and 
extensively  circulated,  12  schools  were  proposed;  8  exclusively 
for  white  teachers,  6  of  these  to  continue  eight  weeks;  2,  one 
each  at  Mayo  and  Perry,  designed  to  reach  principally  the  . 
teachers  of  the  counties  wherein  located,  were  to  continue  ior 
only /bi^r  weeks;  3  were  for  the  patronage  of  negroes  alone; 
one,  at  Monticello,  was  arranged  for  the  instruction  of  both 
whites  and  blacks,  in  separate  departments.  The  negro  popu- 
lation is  so  concentrated  in  certain  sections  of  the  State  that 
the  unequal  number  of  schools  is  no  injustice,  nor  bar  to  negro 
attendance,  as  the  report  of  attendance  will  indicate. 

REASON  FOR  CURTAILMENT  OF  TERM  OF  CERTAIN  SCHOOLS. 

On  account  of  small  attendance  at  White  Springs,  the 
school  was  closed  at  the  end  of  the  first  month:  the  Brooks- 
ville  school  closed  at  the  end  of  six  weeks,  as  many  of  the 
teacher-pupils  were  under  contract  to  begin  their  public 
schools  before  the  Summer  School  would  close;  the  same 
reasop  caused  the  school  at  Marianna  to  close  at  the  end  of 
the  seventh  week,  while  the  other  schools  were  all  conducted 
for  full  the  term  of  eif/ht  lueeks. 

NO  FICTITIOUS  ATTENDANCE  REPORTED. 

Attendance  at  all  of  the  schools  was  restricted  to  actual 
teacher^  and  to  persons  qualifying  to  teach  over  sixteen  years 
of  age.  Visitors  and  occasional  attendants  upon  the  popular 
lectures  are  not  reported  to  swell  the  cmint]  or  to  create  ex- 
aggerated impressions  of  the  magnitude  of  Summer  School 
work. 

Registers  and  blank  forms  for  weekly  reports  were  furnished 
to  the  principal  of  each  school,  who  was  required  to  call  the 
roll  and  note  absentees  daily,  and  to  make  a  full  report  to  the 
State  Superintendent  at  the  close  of  each  week,  the  correct- 
ness of  which  was  required  to  be  certified  to  both  by  the 
principal  and  his  assistants.  The  statistics  thus  obtained  and 
submitted  should  be  worthy  of  credence. 

ACTUAL    ATTENDANCE. 

The  Grand  Total  in  the  following  Table  shows  that  there 
waj^  a  total  enrollment  of  717  actual  and  prospective  teachers; 
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218  of  these  were  males,  499  females.  In  1896,  there  were 
2,500  teachers,  1,929  white,  579  negro,  employed  in  the  whole 
State.  The  enrollment  in  the  Summer  Schools  was  upwards 
of  28  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number;  about  20  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  number  of  white  teachers,  and  upwards  of  57  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  nej»ro  teachers. 

The  total  average  daily  attendance  of  497,  out  of  an  en- 
rollment of  717,  gives  an  average  daily  attendance  of  over  69 
per  cent.,  which  is  above  the  average  school  attendance  in  the 
State. 

'  Again,  a  total  of  148  male  and  313  female  teachers,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  461  actual  teachers^  is  demonstration  that  the 
attendance  upon  Teachers'  Summer  Training  Schools  is  not 
confined  to  children,  as  has  been  falsely  asserted. 

In  further  evidence  that  bona  fide  teachers  attended  these 
schools,  attention  is  directed  to  Table  IF. 


TA.BLE  I— Sbowiho,  (1)  thb  LiO04T10M  or  ScUUkk  Scbools;  (3)  fls* 
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Table   II^SHOwiira  tsb  Grades  of  Tbaohsbs'  CBRntiOATid 

HSLD  BT  THE  STUDENTS  IN  SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 


White  Schools. 
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*One  pupil  held  a  Scate  C  .r&ificace. 
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7ABLE  HI.— Showing  the    DistBiBunon    of  Attendance    bt 
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Table  II  shows  that  an  aggregate  of  499  teachers'  certifi- 
cates were  held  by  students  in  the  Summer  Schools,  divided 
as  to  grade  as  follows:  One  State,  58  First  Grade,  192  Sec- 
ond Grade,  198  Third  Grade.  Their  division  as  to  sex  and 
race  may  be  seen  from  the  Table.  This  is  refutation  of  the  al- 
legation, that  ^<the  majority  of  the  students  attend  Summer 
Schools  to  prepare  them  to  obtain  certificates,  not  to  become 
more  scientific  teachers." 

'  -Tdbh  III  shows  that  39  out  of  the  45  counties  in  the  State 
had  some  representation  in  one  or  more  of  these  schools,  though 
the  attendance  was  small  from  nearly  every  county  except 
from  those  in  which  a  school  was  located.  This  fact  may  sug- 
gest the  necessity,  in  order  that  the  best  results  may  be  ob- 
tained, of  abandoning  the  system  of  sending  out  the  instruc- 
tors by  couples  and  of  seeking  to  group  the  attendance  of  sev- 
eral counties  at  one  school,  substituting  in  lieu  thereof,  a 
school  for  each  county  and  providing  one  strong  instructor  for 
each  school.  I  would  gladly  receive  suggestions  from  your- 
self and  other  eminent  sources  on  the  advisability  of  adopting 
this  latter  plan. 

CHARACTER    OF    INSTRUCTORS    EMPLOY Bl).   • 

If  variety  and  mixing  of  ideas  are  desii'able,  such  has  been 
the  educational  importation  into  this  State  that  it  is  most  for- 
tunate in  being  able  to  obtain  resident  instructors  representing 
manv  different  States  and  educational  institutions.  The  fac- 
ulty  given  below  is,  as  a  whole,  as  strong  as  could  be  obtained 
within  this  State,  and  possibly  in  most  other  Statfes;  and  hardlj* 
no  two  are  natives  of  the  same  State,  and,  I  believe,  no  two 
received  their  education  at  the  same  institution. 

The  work  of  the  General  Lecturer,  Supt.  L.  W.  Buchholz,  a 
German  by  birth  and  education,  a  tieacher  both  in  Germany 
and  the  United  States,  now  for  many  years  an  enthusiastic 
Supenntendent  of  one  of  the  most  progressive  counties  in  this 
State,  was  an  attractive  feature  ot  each  school  for  one  week. 
Seldom  have  our  teachers  received  so  much  practical  instruc- 
tion in  the  true  art  of  teaching  in  the  same  length  of  time. 
Mr.  Buchholz  is  purely  scientific  and  psychological  in  his 
methods. 

Speaking  of  them  as  a  whole,  we  are  proud  of  the  Summer 
S'chool  instructors  that  Florida  is  able  to  produce. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  names  of  the  instructors  in 
each  school,  the  number  of  days  service  rendered  by  each,  and 
the  victual  amount  of  money  each  received; 
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Nuiuber  o(  Days  Taugl  t;  (3)  Tiie  Amount  of  TraTelinjt  Espenm- 
afd  Salary  Pa'd  to  Each. 


MonlUellQ 

While  SpriDE<. 

Islalfen 

BiookiTllIc 


Jack£nnvil1e. 
Oesia 


'■.rri"^''?l':4-i8ll»'SlS 


'40 


11.  I.  HImw, ITindpal 

-.Ihin.  R.  Baker,  Af^istaut.. 
IjotiiiJ.Ettrle.  /sis-      - 


\  Prliiciial...'?oU 
i.AF»liitlillt....i  SO[.., 

...    Piindpal '401 

v  V.  Irr,  AutHtuiti'  'lO  ,. . . 
H.  uiiijUcm^l'ilDdiial.  t3|^!| 

W.  F.  Vci'uiiJ,Frincip(il.i40  ' 

.  ..R  ailin,  AvIXiint If  I 

J  Artliut  WIlllHiiu.  Prinrfrul.  9  4" 
1  MiHiBHieIl»Ilav«i|Oit.Anil^  40 


i  Hriv.  lipiiiTllV,  WncipBl 
;k.  W.  Biinfi>Btnn,Au>fEU 


E.  W.  Biirriiwtcin.AiffcWnl   :Ui       1   .i 
TfimK    MoKcfiih . PrinctjMil  40B........ 

W.  L.  Floyd.  A»Blvtaiit |  40|!       2  W 

I  Hciirj-  K.  IteiiDCIt,  irlnrlpai;  40  j       1  y 


^■■2tiOU0  ^l»IO'' 

■JIIO<H>  1U)5S5-' 

ISO  GO  1BK7K 

inoco,  ]5«7«^ 

7S0O,  78  76- 

7r,  IW'  81  65- 

]i:0  00  ]a^Tft- 

76  (10  75  etc 

■JIM  00  304  3& 

lao  00  yjo  CO 

l-'iOOO,  166  40. 

SO  00<  91  «D 

300  0O<  302  43- 

ISO  00  160  7(» 

'JCOOU  30360 

JUOUOi  1U86» 

]:tl3S  134  OO- 

1C5  00  100  76- 

300  CO  200  00  - 

150  00  153  80  • 

13000  1&160 

14B2fi  150  8»- 

2C0  CO  ;306  30. 

f  ^.4S7  50  S0^89  a**-  ■ 


COMPLETE   FINANCIAL  'STATEMENT. 
Will   N.  SiiEATS  TO  Summer  School  Fund. 
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Hv  exppDMSof  J.  H.  Folks  in  pieparaticn  of 
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■gcbnolof  1S95 25  00 

By  balance  due  J.  B.  Parkinson  for  Summtr 
School  of  1865 37  5& 
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The  above  balance  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  found  ex- 
pedient to  close  certain  schools  earlier  than  had  been  ar- 
ranged.    It  will  be  applied  to  the  schools  of  next  year. 

Vouchers  are  filed  in  my  office,  with  duplicate  receipts,  for 
every  dollar  p<i id  oat, 

I  send  you  herewith  !i^l,200  in  receipts  for  tlie  amount  of 
the  Peabody  Donation. 

APPUE(  lATlOX    OF    THE    WOKK. 

I  believe  that  ever}'  Summer  School,  without  exception,  be- 
fore closing  its  exercises,  adopted  resolutions  expressing  great 
gratitude  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Fund,  and  to  your- 
self in  particular,  for  the  impetus  which  you  have  given  to 
^'Teachers'  Institutes"  throui^h  the  instrumentalitv  of  vour 
fund,  and  they  beg  for  a  continuance  of  these  opportunities. 

Xo  opposition  will  be  found  to  Teacliers'  Summer  Trahiing 
Schools  on  the  part  of  those  who  participate  in  them;  if  any 
is  expressed,  it  is  by  those  who  do  not  attend  them  and  who 
do  not  manifest  enough  interest  in  their  profession  to  make 
efforts  to  nroffress  therein. 

X  CD 

Again,  thanking  you  personally  and,  through  you,  your 
Board  of  Trustees,  for  the  assistance  rendered  me  in  my  work 
and  the  courteous  treatment  1  have  always  received  at  your 
hands,  T  beg  to  remain 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

WM.  N.  SIIEATS, 
State  Superintendent  of  l^ublic  Instruction. 


EnrcATioxAL  Department,  ) 

State  Superintendent's  Office,  >- 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  Sept.  1,  189*^.      ) 

Dr.  J.  L,  M.  Curry^  Ayent  Peahody  F'und^ 

1736  M.  St.,  iV.  IF.,  Washlnyton,  I),  C. 

Dear  Sir — It  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  report  to  you,  for  this 
year,  the  largest  enrollment  ever  recorded  in  the  Teachers' 
Summer  Training  Schools  of  this  State,  the  same  being  in  ex- 
<5ess  of  the  enrollment  of  1897  by  43  per  cent,  of  189t5  by  69 
per  cent.,  of  1895  by  102  per  cent. 

CAUSES    OF    INCREASE    IN    ATTENDANCE. 

This  large  increase  in  attendance  was  due  to  three  princi- 
pal causes:  Firstly,  The  fact  being  known  that  Legislative 
appropriation   had   been  made  and  that    your  donation  was 


51 

promised,  removed  all  doubt  that  the  schools  would  be  held, 
and  induced  teachers  to  begin  savings  to  enable  them  to  at- 
tend, it  also  rendered  it  possible  to  make  definite  arrange- 
ments to  open  the  school  for  each  section  at  the  most  favorable 
time  for  insuring  good  attendance. 

Secondbj^  The  number  of  schools  was  increased  from  12 
-separate  schools  last  year  to  18  this  year,  thereby  bringing 
them  Avithin  easier  reach  of  a  greater  number  of  teachers.  The 
12  schools  of  last  year  comprised  9  departments  for  the  in- 
struction of  white  teachers  and  4  for  negroes;  the  18  schools 
of  this  year  provided  10  departments  for  whites  and  8  for  ne- 
groes, thlis  practically  affording  24  schools.  Two  of  these 
schools,  one  each  at  (Juuicy  and  Palatka,  were  for  negroes 
alone;  6  others  contanied  departments  for  both  races,  con- 
ducted by  the  same  corps  of  teachers  alternating  between  sep- 
arate buildinors  for  the  two  races. 

Thtrdh/^  The  ^>/'/y//t^  cdtttie  for  the  large  attendance  consis- 
ted of  a  greater  appreciation  of  the  advantages  to  be  obtained 
at  the  Summer  Schools,  demonstrated  by  past  experience  of 
their  actual  and  practical  results.  Not  only  is  the  raethodoU 
oyy  of  the  attendants  upon  these  schools  perceptibly  enhanced,' 
but  their  scholarship  is  improved,  and  those  teachers  who 
have  made  a  practice  of  attending  are  constantly  raising  the 
grade  of  their  certificates,  besides  being  quickened  and  enrich- 
<?d  in  every  way  as  teachers.  They  become  more  successful, 
have  created  within  them  loftier  ideals,  and  acquire  more  self- 
confidence  as  w^ell  as  art  in  the  work  of  their  profession. 

THK  GKOAVTII  IIKALTHY,  AND  TO  WIIO.>r  DUE. 

The  assertion  cannot  and  will  not  be  denied  that  the  teach- 
ers of  Florida  have  made  rapid  advancement,  in  every  respect, 
during  the  past  six  years,  and  the  thanks  of  both  teachers  and 
patrons  of  our  public  schools  are  justly  due  to  you  and  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Fund  for  your  donations,  which  ren- 
dered possible  the  success  of  a  movement  that  has  given  new 
impetus  to  the  work  of  education.  You  inaugurated  this  no- 
ble work  six  years  ago  through  a  donation  of  $1,400,  giving  an 
almost  equal  amount  yearly  since  that  date,  the  value  of  which, 
in  potential  results,  at  first,  was  but  indifferently  appreciated; 
now,  the  Teachers'  Summer  Schools  have  become  a  necessity 
to  the  successful  administration  of  the  educational  system  of 
the  State,  and  they  are,  happily,  so  regarded,  by  both  teachers 
and  patrons. 

Largely  through  your  personal  efforts  our  State  Legislature 
last  year,  supplemented  the  customary  donation  from  your 
iund  with  an  appropriation  M^hich  went  far  towards  insuring 
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the  success  of  the  schools.  Besides  this,  the  conditions  of  the- 
Peabodj-  donations  prescribed  by  your  wisdom  and  fore- 
tbought,  resulted  in  additions  for  several  years  to  the  sums  yofi 
donated,  from  School  Boards  and  communities,  which,  witb 
the  legislative  appropriation,  make  an  average  of  $2  contribu- 
ted within  the  State  for  the  prosecution  of  these  schools,  for 
every  one  donated  by  your  Board.  It  is  needless  to  add,  that 
rtie  supplements  made  to  your  generous  gifts  have  resulted  in 
an  increased  appreciation,  on  the  part  of  the  people  contribut- 
ing these  supplements,  of  the  benefits  of  the  system  thus  so 
successfully  inaugurated.  The  true  friends  of  the  sacred 
cause  of  popular  education  will  never  cease  to  render ,  hearty 
thanks  to  the  wise  and  liberal  assistance  rendered  this  Static 
from  the  Peabody  Fund. 

CHANGED  CHAUACTER  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  movement,  the  Sumjner  Schools- 
Were  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  work  of  improving  the 
scholarship  of  the  teachers,  but  year  by  year  the  instruction, 
has  embraced  more  and  more  the  ^^IIow  to  TeacJi*^^  while  ihiat 
year  there  was  more  of  the  method,  the  science  and  the  art  of 
t'eaching  in  the  work  of  the  schools  than  ever  before.  Thi» 
was  possible  because  the  scholarship  of  the  teachers  had  beei*- 
constantly  improving  through  the  work  of  the  ISunim«r 
Schools  and  the  influence  of  the  State  Uniform  Examinationfti 

INCREASE  IN  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  AN  EXPERIMENT. 

The  fact  having  been  noted  in  previous  years  that  the  bulk 
of  the  attendance  was  from  the  counties  in  which  the  schools- 
were  located,  and  that  it  was  difficult  to  induce  a  considerable 
number  of  the  teachers  of  any  county  to  attend  a  school  loca- 
ted in  another  at  a  distance,  many  pleading  want  of  ability 
from  scant  earnings,  it  was  determined  to  try  the  experiment 
of  increasinjjj  the  number  of  schools  so  as  to  place  one  within* 
easy  reach  of  as  many  teachers  as  possible,  and  thus  ascer- 
tain if  they  really  desired  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  system. 
The  largely  increased  attendance  of  this  year  abundantly 
demonstrates  the  success  of  the  experiment,  and  assures  the 
existence  of  a  genuine  appreciation  of  the  advantages  offered, 
as  well  as  a  promise  of  future  increased    interest  in  the  work. 

DISADVANTAGES  OF  THE  INCREASE  IN  SCHOOLS, 

While  the  attendance  was  increased  43  per  cent,  ov^r  tha^ 
of  the  past  year,  the  experiment  of  increasing  the  numberJI)! 
schools  encountered  one  disadvantage,  or  drawback,  wbicb 
can  OBly  be  overcome  in  the  f atare  by  an  increase  in    lite  re- 
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sources  of  the  system,  either  through  a  larger  appropriation 
by  the  Legislature,  or  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  Pea- 
body  donation,  or  both.  It  was  found  to  be  impossible  to 
continue  all  of  the  schools  for  the  full  term  of  tiro  inonths^  as 
originally  contemplated,  as  will  appear  from  the  Statistical 
Tables  appended  to  this  Report  (Table  IV  Appendix).  The 
terms  varied  in  length  iYOxafour  to  eitjht  weeks,  according  to 
the  progress  and  attendance  developed  in  each.  It  tnas  deem- 
ed f  setter  to  [five  the  teacher  fi  of  two  cowitles  each^  thehenefits 
of  one  77\onth^s  instrurtion  rather  than  to  conthiae  for  two 
manths  a  achool  rearhhuj^  practically^  the  teachers  of  hut  om 
county. 

You  will  observe  from  the  Tables  that  no  school  lasted  for 
a  shorter  term  than  four  weeks,  several  continued  for  Jive 
weeks,  some  for  .<{«>,  one  for  seoen,  and  one  for  the  full  term 
of  eiyht  weeks.  Several  schools  in  which  the  attendance  and 
'interest  manifested  was  very  gratifying  had  to  be  closed  at 
the  end  of /b//r  weeks  in  order  that  the  funds  might  hold  out, 
the  schools  with  the  largest  attendance,  in  proportion  to  the 
total  number  of  teachers  within  easy  access,  being  granted 
the  longest  terms. 

DISPARITY    IX    RACE    DEPAKTMEXTS. 

One  unacquainted  with  the  conditions  in  this  State,  and  no- 
ticing that  there  were  1 0  departments  for  the  instruction  of 
white  pupils  and  only  8  for  negroes,  might  conclude  that  there 
was  discrimination  against  the  latter.  Such  was  i^ot  the  case, 
£or  while  the  white  population  is  not  quite  double  that 
of  the  negro,  still  the  negro  population  is  not  so  well  dis- 
tributed over  the  State,  the  great  majority  of  them  residing  in 
about  11  of  the  45  counties.  Reference  to  the  last  Bi-ennial 
Report  of  this  Department  will  disclose  the  fact  that  some 
counties  failed  to  report  a  single  school  for  negroes,  while  in 
many  others  the  number  of  negro  schools  is  very  small,  and  in 
these  the  teachers  often  have  their  permanent  homes  in  the 
counties  most  largely  populated  by  their  race. 

With  this  explanation  it  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  8 
schools,  or  departments,  for  the  instruction  of  negro  teachers, 
located  judiciously,  afforded  facilities  for  the  teachers  of  that 
race  quite  equal  in  all  essential  respects  to  those  enjoyed  by 
the  whites.  For  one  fact  I  am  unable  to  account,  that  the  at^ 
tendance  of  negro  teachers  last  year,  with  only  4  schools,  was 
832,  over  57  per  cent,  of  all  the  negro  teachers  in  the  State, 
while  with  8  schools  this  j^ear  the  attendance  reached  only  293. 
It  may  be  due  to  one,  or  in  part  to  all,  of  the  following  sup- 
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posed  conditions:  Worse  financial  condition,  a  greater  num- 
ber being  in  possession  of  Teachers'  Certificates,  decreased  in- 
terest, or  to  the  fact  that  some  School  Boards  opened  their 
regular  schools  while  the  Summer  Traming  Schools  were  in* 
operation. 

rO-Ol»ERATIOX    OF    SCHOOL    HOARDS    WILL    UK    RK(;riKKl\ 

This  year  several  School  Boards,  after  the  location  of  Sum- 
raer  Schools  had  been  determined,  decided  to  begin  the  Coun- 
ty Schools,  thereby  preventing  the  attendance  of  some  who- 
desired  and  would  have  attended  the  Teachers'  Schools.  Anv 
School  Board  asking  the  location  of  a  Teachers'  Summer 
Training  School  in  its  county  in  the  future,  will  be  re<]uired 
to  make  a  pledge  not  to  open  the  public  schools  until  the 
Teachers'  School  is  closed.  If  this  contract  be  broken,  the 
Teachers'  School  will  not  be  held,  or  will  be  promptly  closed 
if  in  operation.  It  does  not  admit  of  question  that  the  at- 
tendance of  many  teachers  was  prevented  by  want  of  proper 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  a  few  School  Boards. 

ATTEXDANTK    nOXA    TIDE. 

As  was  stated  in  my  Report  of  last  year,  the  attendance  at 
all  of  the  schools  was  restricted  to  (irtnal  tcadiers  and  to  per- 
sons over  16  years  of  age  ^j^f^fUfi/ittf/  to  te<n:h.  Visitors  and 
occasional  attendants  upon  the  popular  lectures  of  the  school 
are  not  reported  to  s^rell  the  county  or  to  create  exaggerated 
impressions^of  the  magnitude  of  the  Summer  Schools.  The 
])rincipal  of  each  school  was  required  to  keep  a  register  of  the 
daily  attendance  and  to  report  in  detail,  on  blanks  furnished, 
to  the  State  Superintendent  at  the  close  of  each  week.  Each 
report  was  certified  to  by  the  principal  and  his  assistants.  A 
sample  blank  report  required  to  be  made  weekly  by  the  in- 
structors in  each  school  is  appended  to  this   IJeport  as  T^ihh 

r 

ANALYSIS    OF    TABLES. 

Included  in  an  .\ppendix  to  this  Ivcport  will  be  found  the 
following  IStathtiail  Tables^  giving  in  detail  the  facts  of  the 
several  schools,  as  they  are  required,  in  the  act  making  the 
Summer  School  appropriations,  to  be  reported  to  the  Legisla- 
ture: 

IWhle  I.  Shows  the  location  of  each  school,  the  enrollment 
and  average  attendance  by  sex  and  race. 

2'able  IT.  Shows  the  grade  of  certificate  held  by  those  at- 
tending the  schools  by  sex  and  race. 
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Table  III,  Gives  the  distribution  of  attendance  by  coun- 
ties and  by  races. 

Table  IV.  Shows  the  instructors  employed  in  each  school, 
the  number  of  days'  service  rendered  and  the  amount  paid 
each.  • 

Table  V.  Contains  a  sample  hlfink  report  required  to  be 
made  weekly  by  the  instructors  of  each  i^chool. 

Table  YI  Gives  a  complete  financial  exhibit  to  be  accom- 
panied by  vouchers. 

•  OllSEUVATlONS    ox    TABLES. 

Table  I.  From  this  we  gather  the  following  facts:  That  the 
total  enrollment  in  all  the  schools  was  1022;  that  the  enroll- 
ment consisted  of  729  white  teachers  and  293  negroes,  the 
former  being  36  per  cent.,  the  latter  40  per  cent,  of  all  the 
teachers  employed  in  the  State  for  the  year  1897. 

The  average  chfihf  attoulance  upon  all  the  schools  was  67  ly 
of  whom  477  were  whites  and  194  negroes.  The  number  of 
actnal  teachers  was  682,  of  whom  487  were  whites  and  195 
were  negroes.  Those  expecting  to  become  teachers  numbered^ 
340,  of  whom  242  were  whites  and  98  were  negroes. 

Table  IL  This  Table  discloses  the  fact  that  91  white 
teachers  and  9  negroes  held  First  Grade  Certificates;  291 
whites  and  75  negroes  held  Second  Grade  Certificates;  117 
whites  and  85  negroes  held  Third  Grade  Certificates;  280' 
Avhite  students  and  124  negroes  held  no  certificates,  but  were 
preparing  for  the  autumn  examinations  willi  the  intention  of 
becoming  teachers.  Six  of  those  rated  as  holding  First 
Grade,  held  Life  Certificates.  The  distribution  of  the  certifi- 
cate holders  as  to  sex  may  be  gleaned  from  the  Table,  if 
desired.  The  fact  that  over  ()5  per  cent,  of  the  students  en- 
rolled were  already  in  possession  of  legal  authority  to  teach,, 
demonstrates  two  things:  1st,  That  attendance  upon  these 
schools  is  based  upon  the  desire  to  get  professional  training, 
and  not  merely  to  be  assisted  in  getting  a  teacher's  license; 
2d,  That  the  practical  value  of  the  schools  goes  immediately  to 
the  pupils  in  the  ^yfcblir- schools^  through  the  advantages  de- 
rived therefrom  by  the  <i(:tutil  teacJiers  of  the  State. 

Table  III,  It  will  be  seen  from  this  Table  that  every 
county  in  the  State,  save  two,  was  represented  in  the  Summer 
Schools.  It  ma}'  be  added  that  the  influence  of  these  schools 
is  felt  beyond  the  counties  in  which  they  are  located,  and  has 
served  to  establish  and  maintain,  under  county  auspices,  for 
several  weeks,  Institutes  or  Training  Schools;  in  counties  not 
directly  reached  by  the    general    State    movement.     It  is  not 
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^^daiining  too  much,  when  it  is  said   that  county  mjvements  in 

vthis  direction  grew  out  of   the  influence    set  to  work  bj  the 

■  Summer  Schools  inaugurated  with   donations    from  the   Peo- 

.-^lodyFund. 

Table  IT  .     This  Table  gives  the  names  of  the  instructors 

'^employed  in  each  school,  the  number  of  days  taugh^  and  the 
umount  paid  to  each.     The  fact  that  all  the  schools  were  not 

:  taught  at  the  same  time,  rendered  it  possible  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  the  same  instructor  in  more  than  one  school,  which 
was  an  advantage. 

This  body  of  teachers,  as  a  whole,  is  as    strong   as  could  be 

-  -obtained  in  this  State,  and,  possibly,  in  most  any  other  single 
-'State.  In  nativity,  hardly  more  than  two  of  them  wouhl  rep- 
:Te8ent  the  same  State;  a  like  diversity    obtains    in  the  educa- 

.  4tional  institutions  from  which  they  were  graduated. 

Table  V.     This  simply   presents  a  blank  form  of  the  report 

-> required  to  be  made  weekly  to  my  office  from  each  Summer 
^hool. 

Table  YL  This  exhibit  shows  the  whole  amount  of  money 
put  at  my  disposal,  the  sources  from  which  it  was  received,  for 
what  and  to  whom  it  was  disbureed.  Vouchers  attesting  the 
facts  accompany  this    Iteport.     I    have   credited  myself  with 

-^  portion  of  my  traveling  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
8ammer  Schools,  because  it  was  impossible  to  purchase  mile- 
4K)oks  from  the  railroads  in  this   State,  and   the  uniform  rate 

•  -of  four  cents  a  ynile  had  to  be  paid  for  all  the  travel  so  large 
m  number  of  schools  necessitated.     It  would   have  completely 

-exhausted  the  State  allowance  for  my  traveling  expenses  and 

..'left  nothing  for  the  usual  traveling  expenses  recjuired  in  the 

--discharge  of  ordinary  official  duties. 

EXPUESSKI)  APrKEClATION   OF  YOTR  WORK. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  please  you  and  your  Board  to 
read  many  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  teachers  at  the 
.  <Jiose  of  these  schools,  expressive  of  their  apperciation  of  the 
lieneflts  derived  from  the  schools,  their  thanks  to  the  man- 
agers of  the  Peabody  P^md  for  the  inauguration  of  the  en- 
terprise, and  to  others  connected  with  the  schools,  but  as  this 
report  is  already  lengthy  and  tedious,  copies  of  these  resolu- 
tions will  not  be  appended  here,  but  should  3'ou  desire  to  see 
them  as  printed  m  various  publications,  I  will  take  pleasure 
>in  collecting  and  forwarding  them  to  you. 

The  opposition  to  Summer  Schools  in  this  State  is  confined 
^to  a  few  back  numbers  who  persist  in  not  attending  the 
schools,  to  an  occasional  disappointed  applicant  for  the  post- 
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tion  of  instructor  in   one   of  them,  and   to   such   persons  as 
either  of  these  may  be  able  to  influence. 

As  the  representative  of  the  great  army  of  teachers  and 
pupils  that  have  received  benefits  from  this  enterprise,  I  ex- 
tend thanks  to  you  and  to  the  Peabody  Trustees  for  the  wis- 
dom and  beneficience  of  your  gifts. 

I  thank  you  personally  for  the  assistance  you  have  rendered 
me  in  my  efforts  to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  schools  in  my 
State,  as  well  as  for  the  kindly  suggestions  and  courteous 
treatment  I   have  uniformly  received  at  your  hands. 

Accept  this  as  my  Report  of  the  Summer  Training  Schools, 
or  Institutes,  in  Florida,  for  the  year  1898. 

Yours  most  obediently, 

Wm.  N.  Shkats, 
State  Superintendent  Public  Instruction. 
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BLE  I— Showing,  (1)  The  Location  of  Summer  Schools;  (2) 
Enrollment;  (3)  Average  Daily  Attendance. 
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() 

8 

1 
1 

Palatka 

Madison 

Tampa 

Pensacola  

8 

...       16 

6 

6 

i     1 

Lake   City 

Gainesville 

.  .  .       16 
. , .      26 

' 

Total  Negro. . . 

...  '  107 

186' 

1 

298 

60^ 

128' 

194 

70 

116' 

27 

Total     White- 

....    199 

580; 

729 

i  128. 

1           ! 

849; 

477 

180 

857 

09 

Grand     Total. 

. ..    306 

716  1022 

i   194; 

4<  4 

671 

209 

4<.V' 

96 

59 


TABLE  II— Showing  the  Grades  of  Teachers'  Certificates  Held  by 

Students  in  the  Summer  Schools. 

WHITE  SCHOOLS. 


First 
Grade.  . 


Second 
Grade. 


Third 
Grade. 


Without 
Certificate 


Name  of    School.  ■ 


Bartow 

Chipley 

Fernandina  . . 
Dade  City. .. 
Jacksonville. . 

Umatilla 

Lake  City 

Tampa 

Kissimm^e 

Crawfordville. 
Pensacola  . . 

Madison 

Gainesville 

Bronson    . .    . . 

Tirusville 

Perrv 


4 
3 


1 

4' 

:i 


1 . .  fl    . . 


,.  I 


OB 

a 


6 
1 

..        1 
2       1 

2;    *9 


IH 
8 


18 
10 


1 
1 
9- 
1 

6 


£ 

&4 


*>8 


88 
8 


52 
9' 
8 


Total  White 


27 


*9.. 

•  •  •  • 

24 

•  • 

10 

9 

1 

10 

•  •  •  • 

4 

6 

5  .  . 

•  •  • 

18 

•  • 

8 

1 

8 

64 

TO 

215 

13 


Is 

a 


4 
4 

4 
1 


4 
2 
8 

ft  * 

r 
1 

o 

1, 


19 

H 

1 

6 

i 

2 

8 

9 

6 
o 


4 
8 
1 


5S 


15 
9 
1 

4 


1| 

5' 

4 

4 
o 


1 


S 


8(> 

?< 

4 

18 
o 

10 

la 

15 
IT 
14 

3 


29 


88 


07 


108 


NEGRO  SCHOOLS. 


iernandiiia 

Quincy 

Palatka 

Madison 

Tampa 

Pensacola 

Lake  City 

Gainesville 

Total  Negro.... 

Total  White  . 

Grand  Totals.. 


2T 


82 


'6 


1   .. 


1. 


64;; 

— 'J' 
OS'-- 


oh 


89 


TGI       215 


li2!       254 


♦Including  three  prmiary  life  certitlcattjo. 


5 

5 

'] 

9 

9 

10 

1 

I 

9 

8 

10 

0 

5 

-1 

4  .. 

•  •  •  • 

n 

0 

I 

8 

a 

0 

4 

:} 

t 

2 

-** 

4 

1 

4 

1 

8 

O 

0 

9 

0 

0 

10 

4- 

10 

s' 

0, 

10 

10 

2n 

82 


58 


84 


29 


88 


0" 


01 


141 


101 


90 
168 
258 


60 


TABLE    III.— Showing   thk   DisTRiBrriox   o»   Attendance    by 

COUXTIES  AND  RaCKS. 


Counties. 


*Alachua. 

.Baker 

Bradford. 
fBrevard. 
Calhoun.. 
Citrus  . . . 
Clay 


^Columbia.  .. 

Darie    

DeSoto 

fDuval . 

*E8cambia 

Franklin...... 

^Gadsden  .... 

Hamilton 

Hernando , 

^Hillsborough. 

Holmes 

Jackson  

Jefferson 

fLake 

Lee 

Leon 


tLevy 

*Madison 

Manatee 

Marion , 

Monroe 

*Na8sau 

Orange 

tOsceola 

•fPasco 

tPolk 

iPutnam 

-♦St.  Johns. , . . 
Santa  Rosa. . 

Sumter 

Suwannee. . . 

tTaylor 

Volusia . 

tWakulla  ... 

Walton 

t  Washington 
Other  State?, 


Totals 


WhitPS. 


34 
o 

1 
8 
1 
19 
8 

ofi 

o7 

8 

1 


k «  •  •  •  • 


r29 


Negroes 


61 


*School  for  both  races  Jocat-ed  in  this  county. 
tSchcol  for  whites  located  in  this  county. 
JSchool  for  negroes  located  in  this  county. 


89 


07 


27 


Total. 


95 
2 
3 

28 
1 
8 
1 

58 
3 
6 

61 

84 
4 

28 
1 


2 

•••••••• 

2 

111 

17 

128 

6 

.__ 

6 

8 

8 

1 

2 

8 

81 

1 

82 

1 

1 

8 

4 

7 

28 

1 

29 

28 

25 

48 

8 

a 

4 
8 

8 

7 
3 

10 

48 

58 

19 

2 

21 

84 



84 

42 

•  •  •  ••••••• 

42 

10() 



106 

0 

20 

22 

•   ■  •  •  •  ■ 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

.  2 

1 

8 

4 

14 

14 

2 

4 

G 

14 

14 

1 

1 

85 

•  •  •  •  •   •  • 

85 

4 

1 

5 

298 


1022 


TABLE  IV.— Showing  the  Instructors  ia  Each  School,  the  Numbac- 
ot  Da;s  Taught,  and  the  Salary  Paid  to  Each. 


Nam?  of  School. 


Name  of  Instructors, 


Paid 
Each 


Cliipley 

PprnandinH  . . 
Dude  City  . , . 
Jacksonrille. . 

Umatilla . . 
Lake  City. 
Tampa.  . . . 

Crawfordville. 
fen^Hcola  


Titotvilie. 

Quincy 

Palaika  . . . 


^  .Vrihur  Williams.  Principal 

■Mrs.  L  B.  Maihfs,  Assistant.. 

'j.  L.    Hollingsworth 

,W,  S.  Cawtlion,  Principal 

Mins  Carrie  M.    Greene 

;J.  H.  Fulks,   Principal 

'H.S.PhiJipB 

.Wis."  Clem  Hampion '..,,. 

W   L.  Floyd.  Pnntipal 

\frs.  J.  B.  Johnston 

;C.  L,  Hayes,  Principal 

jH.  E.  fienoett 

lu.  V.  WsuKh,  Principal 

Wm.  T   Keniii^dy         

Mies  Norma  Pepper 

t.  I-  Himes,  Principal 

!c.  R.    Spencpr 

JMra.  ElluLaF.  Hamilton  .... 

|L.  W.  Buchhilz,  Principal 

!.J.  J.  Earle 

Iliobt.    M.  Ray 

'j,  L.  Boone.   PtiDcipal 

S.  D.  CawihOD 

IL  W,  DcmiJIy,   Principal.   .. 

W.  E.  KoiWoe,  Principal 

MaOse   D     k-e 

!.  F.Knight 

'\.  A.  Murphree,  Principal 

,Wm.  F.HimtB  

■  aisBCIem  HnrapioQ 

Or.  W.  F.  Yocum,   Principal,. 

Uirs  Beiitlla  Davenport 

ino  W.  Widfmaii 

0.  It.   Cox 

r.  H,  Fulks,   Piincipsl . 

iJr.  W.  F.  Yocum,   Principal... 

■!.   W.  BarrinnCon 

l).   K.  Cox 

i.  R.   Uox 

vVm.F.  Himes 

!.  W,  Bariiimiou,   Piincipal,. 

;.  B.  Peeler 


100  on 

75  00 
100  00 


;^0 

150  00 

m 

112  .W 

i'' 

101  3.1 

■25 

125  00 

ar>' 

m  75 

2.". 

m  75 

40' 

200  OO 

W 

150  00 

W 

l.^iO  00 

40 

no  00 

100  00 

20 

100  00 

31); 

To  (iO 

20 

100  OO 

100  00 

20 

75  00 

20 

:r,  00 

20j 

60  00 

i 

*W1T  .V) 

«2 


TABLE  V— Blank  of  Report,  made    Weekly  to  the  State  Superin- 

(  teudent. 

Report  of  Summer  Scliool  held  at for  the  week  ending 

day  of   189  ... 


•    No.      Of    Attendance  of    Teacher-  Answer 
Of  Studies  Pursued.  Pupils  in 


in  tach 


Pupils. 


Figures 


*<    J-   e-" 


•  !  « 
±\'Z\ 


C 


^\rithm«4ic ...  ..  ••  ••  No.  enrolled  to  date    IG  years 

Concrete  Geometry.  . .  •  •  •  •      old  and  over 

Geoj^raphy •     ••  Average  daily   attendance  of 

History  •  •  •      the  above 

Physi()lo>^y •  ■  •  •  Or<^atest  number  present  an\ 

Orammar ..••..      duy 

Spelling •  •  No.  withdrawing  pt-rmanent 

Reading ly  during  the  week 

•Composition ..... 

Theory  and  Practice Facta  Ilclativo  to  Teacher 

Physical  (leography  . .  ..|..  Pupils. 

Algebra 

•Civil  Government. ...  ....  No.  enrolled  who  have  taught 

Singing No.    enrolled    who   have   not 

^Nature   Study . .  .  •  •  • .    tauglit i 

..  ....  No.     enrolled     now     holding: 

I     First  Grade   Certificate 

No.    enrolled     now     holdingi 

. .  . .  .  .ii    Second  Grade  Certificate... I 

'  j. .  .  .|. .  jNo.  enrolled     now     holdinji 

Third  Grade  Certificate 

No.  enrolled  now   holding  no 

I..  .,  ..J    cf^rtifioate  

Enrollment  Distributed. 


No.     from county 

^o.     from county 

No.     from  other  States 


•   •(■•••t* 


Facts  Relative  to  Instructors. 


Name  of   Each. 


Princi- 
pal. 


Assis- 
tant. 


Assis- 
tant. 


No.  of  periods  assigned   to   each   for   the! 

week 

No.  of  periods  filled  in   person   during  the 

week 


REMARKS:    (Explain  absence  of  instructor  from  duty.) 


I  certify  upon  honor  to  the  correctness  of  the  above  report. 

Prim  ipaU 
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TABLE  VI.— Complete  Financial  Statement. 
Wm.  N.  Sheats,  in  account  with  Summer  School  Fund. 

DR. 

To  balance  fr«)m  last  year  f    285  80 

To  Peabody  donation  for  1898 1,200  00 

To  State  appropriation 3,000  00 

Total $4,485  80 

cu. 

By  printing  2,500  letter   circulars § 

By  printing  200  report  blanks 

By  printing  200  salary  requisitions 

By  printing  200  salary  receipts 

By  printing  Course  of  Study  (paid  to  Dr.  Yocum) 

By  telegrams 

By  part  of  travelmg  expenses  of  State  Supt 

By  salaries  of  instructors  itemized  in  Table  IV, 
By  printing  200  copies  of  Report  


Total 

To  balance 


$   6  25 

6  00 

2  50 

1  25 

)        28  00 

r  4.S 

75  00 

4,817  50 

22  00 

$4,460  98 

24  82 

$4,485  80- $4,485  80 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  funi  $24.82.    Vouchers  with  receipts 
attached  are  on  file  in  my  office  for  every  dollar  dii&bursed. 


CHftPTeR  III. 


Sample  Examination  Questions. 


In  this  Chapter  are  given  two  of  the  five  sets  of  StJite  Uni- 
form Examination  Questions  used  during  the  past  two  years, 
simply  to  show  the  charactor  of  questions  submitted  and  the 
subjects  upon  which  applicants  are  examined  for  each  grade  of 
certificate. 

The  Law  respecting  Third  Grade  Certificates:  "An  applicant 
for  a  Third  Grade  Certificate  shall  be  examined  in  Orthographj^ 
Reading,  Arithmetic,  English  Grammar,  Composition,  United 
States  History,  Geography,  Physiology,  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Teaching,  and  must  make  an  average  grade  in  the  above  named 
branches  of  60  per  cent.,  with  a  grade  in  no  branch  below  40  per 
cent."  Third  Grade  Certificates  are  good  only  in  the  county  in 
which  they  are  issued,  and  for  two  years  from  date  of  issue. 

The  Law  respecting  Second  Grade  Certificates:  "A  Second 
Grade  Certificate  shall  be  issued  on  examination  in  the  branches 
prescribed  for  Third  Grade  Certificates.  An  average  grade  of  75 
per  cent,  shall  be  required,  with  a  grade  in  no  branch  below  50 
per  cent."  A  Second  Grade  Certificate  is  good  for  three  years 
from  date  of  issue. 

TJie  Law  respecting  First  Grade  Certificates:  **An  applicant 
for  a  First  Grade  Certificate  shall  be  examined  in  Civil  Govern- 
ment, Algebra  and  Physical  Geography  in  addition  to  the 
branches  required  for  a  Third  Grade  Certificate.  An  applicant 
for  a  First  Grade  Certificate  must  make  an  average  grade  of  80 

51 
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per  oeut.  aud  shall  grade  in  no  branch  l)elow  CO  per  cent."  A 
First  Grade  Certificate  is  good  four  years  from  the  date  of  issue. 
A  First  or  Second  (Jrade  Certificate  may  be  endorsed  by  the 
County  Superintendent  of  any  County  in  the  State,  and  is  then 
good  in  the  Countj'  in  which  it  is  endorsed,  as  well  as  in  tlie  one 
In  which  it  is  issued. 

The  Laiv  respecting  State  Ceriijicates:  **A  State  Certificate 
shall  be  issued  only  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction to  persons  holding  a  First  Grade  Certificate  and  who 
have  taught  at  least  twenty-four  months  (eight  months  of  which 
must  have  been  taught  in  this  State  successfully,  under  a  First 
Grade  Certificate).  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
shall  issu(»  no  State  Certificate  except  on  written  examination 
in  the  following  branches:  Geometry,  Trigonometry,  Physics, 
Zoology,  Botany,  I^atin,  llhetoric,  English  literature.  Mental 
Science  and  ({eneral  History.  A  candidate  for  a  State  Certificate 
must  malie  an  average  grade  on  the  prescribed  branches  of  85 
per  cent,  with  the  grade  in  no  branch  below  (iO  per  cent." 


STATE  UNIFORM  EXAMilNATIOINS. 


Ouestfons  Used  ^sptember  7,  1897,  for  Second  or  Third  Grade 

Certificates. 


When  one  ceases  to  grow,  he  should  cease  to  teach. 


REaULATIONS. 

1.  Questious  sent  sealed  to  the  County  Superintendents  shall 
be  kept  exclusively  in  his  charge.  Seals  to  any  enclosure  shall 
be  broken  onlj-  in  the  presence  of  examinees. 

* 

2.  The  whole  time  for  the  examination  is  limited  to  three 
days;  the  subjects  must  be  taken  in  the  following  order:  Orthog- 
raphy, Reading,  Arithmetic,  English  Grammar,  Composition. 
Geography,  History,  Physiology,  Theorj^  and  Practice,  Algebra, 
Physical  (Jeography,  Civil  Government. 

3.  All  exrjminees  must  begin  a  given  subject  at  the  same  time, 
and  no  recess  shall  be  taken  until  that  subject  is  completed. 

4.  Prohibitions. — No  examinee  shall  communicate  with  any 
person  or  receive  assistance  in  any  way,  shall  have  any  text-book 
or  other  thing  that  would  contain  information,  shall  work  out  of 
sight  of  the  examiner  or  other  examinees,  shall  leave  the  t-ooui 
without  permission  or  for  more  than  ten  minutes,  or  shall  be 
seated  so  as  to  be  able  to  read  another's  writing. 

5.  Duties. — Every  examinee  must  supply  himself  with  cap- 
paper,  must  write  in  a  legible  hand  with  pen  and  ink,  must 
number  or  letter  answers  to  agree  with  questions,  and  must 
fasten  together  all  sheets  on  tlie  same  subject. 

6.  Any  name  or  mark  made  by.  an  examinee,  calculated  to  dis- 
close to  the  Grading  Committee  the  author  of  any  paper,  shall  be 
ample  reason  for  excluding  that  paper  from  being  counted  in  the 
examination. 


ORTHOGRAPHY. 

1.  (a)  Distinguish  between  the  merits  of  oral  and  written  spell- 
ing,   (b)  Give  reason  why  neither  should  be  discarded  altogether. 

5  a'edits  each. 

2.  Unite  the  following  and  give  the  rule  for  spelling  in  each 
case:  Blame-\-aUe,  charge-\-able,  pah+net^s,  true^ly,  busy-\-nes.<y 
duty+jus,  8pry-\-ly,  snob+ish ,  prefer-\-ed,  benefit+ing. 

1  credit  each, 


08 

3.  Syllabicate  aud  mark  (liacrltloally  the  vowel  in  the  accent- 
ed syllable  only:  Inventory,  (toluwHS,  quinine,  decade,  idea, 
inquiry,  abdomen,  bicycle,   totcards,  k6fizon.  1  credit  each. 

4.  Form  a  derivative  word  by  using  each  of  the  following  as 
a  suffix,  aud  illustrate  the  meaning  of  each  suffix:  en,  dam,  ne««» 
ism,  ity,  cle,  ling,  able,  ary,  ous,  1  credit  each. 

5.  Define  each  word  formed  by  uniting  in  order  to  a  root  a 
prefix  meaning:  From,  not,  towards,  beyond,  with,  bettceen,  doicn, 
before,  around,  half.  1  credit  each. 

6.  Write  a  paronym  of  each  of  the  following:  Man,  principle, 
pendant,  corporal,  stationary.  2  credits  each. 

7.  Write  and  define  a  homonym  for  each  of  the  following: 
Xeed,  rabbit,  corps,  seller,  quire,  cygnet,  bald,  bruise,  fame,  plain. 

1  credit  each. 

8.  AVrite  in  order  a  synonym  of  each  of  the  following:  Custom^ 
invent,  dexterity,  prolific,  antique,  revolt,  rough, eminent,  misfortune, 
accelerate.  1  credit  each. 

9-10.  If  wrong,  correct  the  spelling  of  the  following:  Eezle, 
domisil,  effect,  desendant,  silinder,  demagog,  fiktishus,  catapiller,  mun- 
icle,  etomology,  ekstacy,  elemosinary,  aleet,  Eskimo,  efjfishent,  indelable, 
rhinoceros,  satalite,  sintillate,  hypokracy.  1  credit  each. 


READING. 

1.  Name  five  otlier  branches  that  should  be  taught  in  connec- 
tion with  the  reading  lesson.  2  credits  each. 

2.  What  two  ordinary  school  appliances  does  the  scientific 
teacher  of  primary  reading  use  more  than  chart  or  primer? 

10  credits, 

3.  (a)  Define  reading,  (b)  Distinguish  between  silent  reading- 
and  oral,  (c)  Distinguish  between  teaching  reading  and  a  process 
of  Kord  calling,  (d)  Would  you  begin  with  script  or  print  with  a 
primary  class  in  reading?  (e)  Give  reasons  for  for  your  last 
answer.  2  credits  each. 

4.  (a)  Distinguish  between  the  word  method,  phonic,  sentence, 
and  letter  methods,  (b)  When  should  the  phonic  method  be 
dropped?  (a)  8,  (b)  2. credits. 

5.  (a)  Make  an  outline  analysis  of  how  j^ou  would  teach  a 
class  in  the  Second  Reader,  which  had  been  properly  taught  the 
First,  (b)  What  changes  would  you  make  in  j'our  method  and 
object    in  teaching  an  advanced  reading  class.  10  credits. 

()-8.  Read    for    your    examiner    a    paragraph    of    prose. 

30  credits. 

9-10.  Read  an  extract  of  poetry.  20  credits. 

NOTE — The  examiner  will  hand  his  grading  of  the  last  two 
questions  to  the  Grading  Committee. 
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ARITHMETIC. 

JiySolutions  must  be  wriftpn  oui;  answers  alone  will  not  be 
s-ccepted.  When  right  principle  are  employed,  an  incorrect  an- 
swer will  diminish  the  grade  not  more  than  four  points. 

NOTE — Ten  possible  credits  for  each  example. 

1.  If  5  of  4^  bushels  of  beans  cost  $5 J  what  will  g  of  j  of 
^0  bushels  cost? 

2.  (a)  I  -;-f4S^35+4/,=? 

(b)  (I  -\)X^l  t-4«)-5-(8J+4/J=«'  5  credits  each, 

3.  Multiply  16  by  sixteen  hundredths,  divide  the  product  by 
sixteen  ten-thousandths  and  express  the  quotient  by  Roman 
notation. 

4.  (a)  What  is  the  value  of  the  wheat,  at  $1»  bushel,  in  a  box 
104  ft.  long,  5.Lft.  wide,  and  6j  ft.  deep,  the  box  being  level  full? 

<Use  approximate  rule  in  gauging  the  box). 

(b)  If  a  cask  containing  ^\j  the  capacity  of  the  above  box  is 
half  full  of  wine,  what  will  be  its  value  in  U.  S.  money  at  10 
francs  a  gallon?  5  credits  each. 

5.  A  teacher  invests  $200  in  books  at  33  1  per  cent.  l>elow 
list  price  and  sells  them  to  his  students  at  1()|  per  cent,  above 
list  price,  what  per  cent,  does  he  make  on  his  investment? 

6.  A  trader  sells  two  horses  for  $100  each,  on  one  he  gains  20 
per  cent.,  on  the  other  he  loses  20  per  cent.  Did  he  gain  or  lose, 
:and  what  per  cent,  on  both  horses? 

7.  Divide  2  sq.  mi.,  120  A.,  8  s(i.  ch.,  12  P..  500  s(i.  1.  eiuially 
between  8  heirs.     (Do  not  reduce  the  whole  to  square  links). 

8.  Find  the  square  root  of  the  third  power  of  1.6  correct  to 
four  decimal  places.. 

9.  (a)  A  receives  a  semi-annual  income  of  $.1S0  from  Florida 
6's,  what  was  Ws»  total  investment  in  bonds,  if  they  were  (juoted 
at  110l^,  brokerage  y^  of  1  per  cent? 

(b)  What  annual  rate  does  the  investment  pay,  if  the  interest 
:for  the  fifst  half- of  each  year  is  immediately  loaned  at  1  per  cent. 
41  month? 

10.  If  a  tank  6  ft.  long,  3  ft.  wide  and  2  ft.  deep  contains  4% 
hogsheads  of  w^ater,  how  deep  must  a  tank  be  that  is  8  ft.  long 
and  t\  ft.  wide  to  contain  22$"  hogsheads  of  water? 


GRAMMAR. 

1.  Write  both  the  possessive  singular  and  plural  of  the  fol- 
lowing: Miss  Ley,  sister-in-law,  countess,  chimney,  solo.  do<'r. 
ox,  who,  it,  x.  1  credit  each. 

2.  Decline  in  both  numbers  each  of  the  siiuple  personal  pro- 
nouns. 2  credit  i  each. 

3.  Wrfte  air  the  participles  and  Infinitives,  both  active  and 
passive,  of  the  verb  Jove,  2  credits  each. 
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4.  Compare  the  foUowinj?:  Mttle,  able,  pretty,  beautiful,  iu- 
finite,  near,  far,  much,  holy,  wholly.  1  credit  each. 

5.  Give  all  the  properties  and  the  order  of  stating  them  in 
parsing:  (a)  The  noun;  (b)  the  verb.  5  credits  each. 

6.  Diagram  this  sentence:  This  examination  will  be  easy  for 
those  teachers  who  habitually  prepare  the  lessons  before  attempt- 
ing to  teach  them.  10  credits. 

'7.  Write  the  synopsis  witli  he  of  the  verb  am  in  all  moods 
and  tenses.  10  credits. 

8.  Parse  in  full  every  word  in  the  sentence:  He  got  what  he 
deserved.  10  credits. 

9.  Give  complete  analysis  of  the  following,  and  parse  in  full 
the  words  in  italics: 

"The  patriot,  ichom  the  corrupt  tremble  to  see  arise,  may 
well  feel  a  grateful  satisfaction  in  the  mighty  power  whicli 
heaven  has  delegated  to  him,  trhen  he  thinks  that  he  lias  used  it 
for  those  purposes  only  which  heaven  approves."  10  credits. 

10.  Correct  each  of  the  following  and  give  the  reason: 

(a)  Each  woman  brought  their  work  with  them. 

(b)  My  mother  she  thinks  I  am  too  young. 

(c)  That  couple  are  very  devoted  to  one  another. 

(d)  It  never  has  and  can  never  can  be  done. 

(e)  He  acts  like  he  was  sick.  2  credits  each. 

[The  correction  to  count  only  half,  if  the  proper  reason  is  not 
given.] 

COMPOSITION. 


1.  (a)  Name  the  most  general  use  of  composition,  (b)  Give 
the  six  parts  of  a  formal  letter.  5  credits  each. 

2.  Write  a  formal  letter  of  at  least  five  lines  to  some  firm  in 
New  York,  in  which  all  of  the  six  parts  are  properly  located, 
capitalized,     punctuated,     and    signed     by     a     fictitious     name.. 

10  credits. 

3.  Give  rules  for  using  direct,  indirect  jiu^  divided  quotations, 
and  for  para  graphing.  2^4  credits  each. 

4.  Discuss  diction,  and  give  rules  for  acquiring  elegant  dic- 
tion. 10  credits. 

5.  Give  your  ideas  how  and  how  often  composition  exercises- 
should  be  conducted  in  every  school.  10  credits. 

6-10.  Make  a  topical  outline  wiih  not  less  than  five  heads,  in- 
cluding the  introduction,  discussion  and  conclusion,  and  write  a 
composition  of  not  more  than  300  words  on  one  of  the  following 
subjects : 

(1)  The  I'se  and  Abuse  of  Examinations. 

(2)  The  Schoolmaster's  Place  in  Society. 

(3)  The  Pleasures  of  a  Well-informed  Mind. 

(4)  The  Value  of  County  Institutes  and  Summer  Schools. 

(5)  Why  the  Rich  are  Influential.  50  credits. 


NOTE — In  grading  the  composition  consider  the  orthography, 
capitalization,  punctuation,  paragraphing,  diction,  the  value  of 
the  thought  expressed,  and  the  general  appearance. 
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HISTORY. 

1.  Tell  from  whom  and  how  the  United  States  obtained  the 
territory  embraced  within  each  of  the  following  States:  Louis- 
iana, Ohio,  Florida,  California,  Alaslia.  2  credits  each. 

2.  (a)  When  and  by  whom  were  negroes  introduced  into  the 
United  States?  (b)  When  and  by  what  authority  was  the  slave 
trade  prohibited?  5  credits  each. 

3.  Recall  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Presidential  elec- 
tions of  1800  and  1824,  and  tell  wherein  they  differed  from  the  con- 
test of  1876.  10  credits. 

4.  Tell  all  you  Itnow  of  each  of  the  following:  (a)  The  "Hart- 
ford   Convention";    (b)    The    NuUiflcation    Ordinance. 

5  credits  each. 

5.  In  what  consists  the  chief  difference  between  the  New 
England  and  the  Southern  conception  of  the  U.  S.  Constitution? 

10  credits.  , 

6.  What  is  meant  by  the  following:  (a)  Tariff  for  revenue? 
(b)  Reciprocity?  (c)  Free  Silver?  (d)  Civil  Service?  (e)  Free 
Trade?  2  credits  each. 

7.  Couple  the  name  of  the  inventor  with  five  of  the  most  im- 
portant American  inventions.  2  credits  each. 

8.  In  pleading  for  what  cause  did  each  of  the  following 
render  himself  famous  as  an  orator:  Samuel  Adams,  Wendell 
Phillips,  Daniel  Webster,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Benj.  H.  Hill? 

2  credits  each. 

9.  Name  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  Civil 
War.  10  credits. 

10.  (a)  What  did  President  McKinley  do  immediately  after 
he  came  into  office?  (b)  What  law  has  just  been  passed  in  con- 
sequence of  his  action?  '5  credits  each. 

GEOGRAPHY. 
i 

a.  Give  the  number  of  great  circles  extending  north  and 
south;  (2)  the  number  east  and  west.  (3)  Give  reasons  for  your 
answer.  10  credits. 

2.  Mention  the  States  through  which  a  car  of  salt  must  pass 
by  a  direct  route  from  Salt  Lake  City  to  Boston.  10  credits. 

3.  Name  tlie  provinces  of  Canada  and  the  chief  industries  of 
each.  10  credits. 

3.  Name  the  leading  industry  of  the  following:  Omaha/Mil- 
waukee, Augusta  (Ga.),  Cleveland,  Pittsburg.        2  credits  each.. 

5.  (1>  Name  the  longest  and  shortest  day  in  the  year.  (2)  Ex- 
plain why  each  is  so.  5  credits  each. 

6.  Give  the  names  of  all  the  principal  divisions  of  land  and 
water  crossed  by  the  equator.  10  credits. 

7.  Give  proofs  that  the  earth  rotates  on  its  axis  from  west  to 
east.  10  credits.. 


','.  TMl  rlie  frtllowini  i>r  Cwha:     rii   B(>nriH>D  wimt  parallels-, 
-.'■  aivs  in  ^iniv  mllps;  ■:i\  i'limat<«:  Ui  pnutik-TJuait:  i3>  mxv  and 

lA.  jtTAir  A  t'vwni'tiip.  nnr 


rUTSinUMjY. 

3  -r  "f  w|j»t  wrvlif.  Is  ilip  Rkpl«-lon''  lUi  Ilow  In  the  spinal 
■t'lf'pf'ri'-')..-(ti')wh)tt  |>iiriK«c(iiK"sil  siihi«TTf''  (3t  What  is  the 
•Tdi.'.^i'i'.ij  'if  !-.nc?  Ml  How  iHfliij-  In  the  body?  I5|  Xame 
•I,,.-.  „f  ijp"  iri'w)  ltii|H<r1»tit  (i»"B.  2  (Trrftlg  each. 

■-■  'I-S-mi-Hif- l«'iKr!iiiclillvi'*i<nis.if  nuiwlcB.  (21  Describe 
,'  It  ttrn.Lir..  niul  Elvf  llif  iinpn  iif  eni'li  einmi,  i3i  Dfsciibe  aad 
■'.]  '!!!■  'iffl'i-  iif  i>'iii|iiii«.  HI  (!lvi'  thi»  nniiie  and  office  of  the 
.i;i.il  iiiiilnn  )ti  tlif  ImhIv.  iTii  riinHliU-rliiK  tbe  iliusries.  what  is 
11.  i-i]i|i.  ..f  ■'X<-i'-'l4<'  nnil  ri'MV  2  rrpdt(«  each. 

■:  rii  i>pc.rn>f  ilif  rtnu'Hin-  .*f  the  xklD.  (2i  Trfl  sis  func- 
•11"  "f  1)t"  «H!i.  <-■>  What  Is  thp  valite  of  ttathlnj::  the  tind;  the 
nil  r..i  ii':  i4i  Wlij  l<>  i'l<  ihInK  n<Hi»ssao?  iSi  <>tTe  the  dlMd- 
ni'jis"-^  ii)  1,111  litiit.  imi  hi>avy,  tnu-le.tn.  wet,  ebeaplj  djed 
"'li'UB  2  rredil'  eaeh. 

J  \:>i>i.  nil  ilii'  'ireaiiv.  an<t  ■les.i':ly>  the  wli.ifc-  proM*^  of 
e.^^iinti.  iD-'Ir-l'tii!  tli^  a.-iii-n  .>f  sll  flujils  oniil  i1h-  food  ente-re 
unlntl.'ii  .T  ltrti.in.»K  ifuKiie.  10  rrrdil-i. 

-.,  .11  wiiHi  i>.  f'vui  111  H  t>h\-sl<iloir)i-nl  si'n-si:-;  '2'  Orpsnli-  food 
itlvi'lHil  Tin.,  n-lijn  m-.'  fni-ral  er"'ti>»^  'S'  What  are  chemical 
intTitm'Ti'i.  .'f  .-s.'Ji  cmnp'?  141  i'roiK  what  aooPres  are  eseh  of 
..>,■  .■.ni.t-n>'m»  r.>>iin1  ill  KTvaiPst  .i)>iind»iin-'?  i5"  Name  the 
...■e:. ■..',.  '..M>'  HY1.1  i-H  Ti-Ky  .-a.-h  of  tli.-  following  i«  newled: 
11,. .  ;ifi.,.;.J:.  -T'l,  I'v^  sn-!  Thf-  ^tlr-ili*.  2  "Vji*'  ««cli. 


:rtanT»  aff**-:  ■■a.-t  of  ibr  ffJkwrtns: 

-  '.r  i:  1--  Trsnsr;iin«>i3  by  parni:  i" 
p"-^»  iiu«i  'in'.-  I'jii'f"  danewOTi*:    'S> 

-  '■;     ^f•ha-l^..    *^siv^-Sal!T    ii|hii  tlie 
Ti'--'ri.—   s!>.;  T*-l  wha-  -P*n  they 
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THEORY  AND  PRACTICE. 

{QuexUons  from  While's  School  Mnnagtmeiit,  first  150  pages.) 

1.  What,  says  the  Riithor.  In  the  preface,  are  the  two  most 

obBtmctire    foes    of    Deeded    progress    In    school    training? 

10  credits. 

2.  (1)  Wliat  serves  as  "n  guide  in  practim"  in  determining  the 
best  means  and  methods  of  teaching?  (2)What  is  said  of  "test  of 
devices;"  (3)  of  "Mror(We»snes*  of  scores  of  devUxil"  (4)  What  is 
the  end  of  school  discipline?  (5)  Name  the  six  topics  to  be  con- 
sidered   In    a    practical    treatment    of    school    government. 

2  credits  each. 

3.  Name  the  s< 

4.  (1)  What  tlie  te.acher  need  more  doea'.han  "personal magnet- 
■ixm"  and  "natural  aptitiide'i"    (2)  Give  reasons  for  the  necessity 

of  "dfiily  stvdy,"  and  quote  the  reason  of  Dr.  Arnold,  of  Ku>tby. 
why  he  did  it.  5  credits  each. 

5.  Give  in  hriof  the  arpumeuls  iisefl  under  the  suh-heads:  (1) 
"AegviHiion  of  gkill;"  (2)  "IndiriiiiMlltiii"  (3)  "Crank  larningi"  (4) 
"Teacher')!  personal  eTomple;''  (5)  Tearhar's  spiri(."3  credits  each. 

6.  T\'hat  law  would  the  author,  if  he  Imd  the  power,  write 
over  every  selioolroom  door?  10  credits. 

7.  Name  six  "reqiii'ite  qiialiftcatioiis." which  are  "conditions  of 
easy  control."  10  creiUts. 

'8.  (1)  Give  the  author's  distinction  between  a  "co«ditioa"  and 
a  "lietice"  in  school  government.  (2)  Nome  the  four  "mechanical 
detActs."  (.1)  Give  a  kind  of  synoptical  brief  of  the  arguments 
advanced  for  the  adoption  of  each  of  the  above  devices. 

(1)  2,  (2)  2,  (3)  6  credits. 
9.  Name  "the  seroi  Ki-hAol  rirtiies"  of  every  well-ordered  school. 
10  credits. 
give  in  order  the 
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8.  Name  all  the  ^oveminent«  of  Europe  and  the  metropolis 
of  each.  10  credits. 

9.  Tell  the  following  of  Cuba:  i\)  Between  what  paralleU; 
r>i  area  in  square  miles:  <3)  climate:  (4)  productions:  i5i  races  and 
character  of  the  people.  2  credits  each. 

10.  Draw  a  township,  number  its  sections,  subdivide  the  16th 
a.s  much  as  is  necessary  to  place  a  cross  <Xi  in  the  S.  EL  %  of 
S.  E.  %  of  N.  W.  v;.  10  credits. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1-  a»  Of  what  service  is  the  skeleton?  r2i  How  is  the  spinal 
cord  formed,  and  what  purpose  does  it  subserve?  <3i  What  is  the 
composition  of  bone?  «4»  How  many  in  the  body?  i5»  Name 
some  of  the  most  important  ones.  2  credits  each. 

2.  (1)  Name  the  two  errand  divisions  of  muscles.  «2>  Describe 
their  structure  and  give  the  uses  of  each  class.  (3»  Describe  and 
tell  the  office  of  tendons.  i4»  Give  the  name  and  office  of  the 
larjijest  tendon  in  the  body,  to)  Considering  the  rtiuscles.  what  is 
the  value  of  exercise  and  rest?  2  credits  each. 

3.  <ll  Describe  the  structure  of  the  skin.  <2)  Tell  six  func- 
tions of  the  skin.  (3i  What  is  the  value  of  bathing:  the  kind:  the 
time  for  it?  t4i  Why  is  clothing  necessary?  i5i  Give  the  disad- 
vantages of  too  tight,  too  heavy,  unclean,  wet.  cheaply  dyed 
clothing.  2  (Tcdiffi  each. 

4.  Name  all  the  organs,  and  de.scrilM*  the  whole  process  of 
digestion,  including  the  action  of  all  fluids  until  the  food  enters 
circulation  or  becomes  tissue.  10  credits. 

5.  Ill  What  is  food  in  a  physiological  .'cnse?  .  «2»  Organic  food 
is  divided  into  what  two  general  groups?  i3»  What  are  chemical 
constituents  of  each  group?  i4>  tYom  what  sources  are  each  of 
these  constituents  found  in  greatest  abundance?  i5»  Name  the 
inorganic  foods,  and  tell  why  each  of  the  following  is  needed: 
Lime,  pho*fiihonis,  iron  and  the  alkalis.  2  credit 9  each. 

■6.  Tell  to  which  class,  the  albuminoid  or  carlionaceous.  each 
of  the  following  belongs,  and  its  value  as  a  footl  product:  Fish, 
milk,  huitcr.  egns,  wheat  bread,  tareet  p<ttatortt,  p^as,  apples,  onions, 
mustard.  1  credit  each. 

7.  How  do  alcoholic  stimulants  affect  each  of  the  following: 
Heart,  liver,  kidneys,  brain,  and  nfrves'i  .  2  credits  enoh. 

8.  il>  Can  the  evil  effects  of  it  lie  transmitted  by  parent  to 
child?  r2i  Why  are  malt  liquor>f  and  Iwht  trines  dangerous?  t3i 
Give  some  of  the  evil  effe<.'ts  of  tobac<*o.  especially  upon  the 
young.  «4»  Name  some  of  the  narcotics,  and  tell  what  effect  they 
have  upon  the  system.  2^/2  eredita  each. 

9.  What  is  most  likely  to  iniu<-e  sunstroke,  what  the  symp- 
toms, and  v.hat  should  lie  the  treatment  if  no  physician  is  near? 

10  credits. 

10.  Discnss  the  evils  of  Imd  <-ooking  and  the  value  of  right 
cooking.  10  credits. 


THEORY  AND  PRACTICE. 
{Qycstiofts  from  White's  School  Management,  first  150  pages.) 

1.  What,  says  the  author  in  the  preface,  are  the  two  most 
obstmctlve    foes    of    needed    progress    in    school    training? 

10  credits. 

2.  (1)  What  serves  as  "a  guide  in  practice*^  in  determining  the 
best  means  and  methods  of  teaching?  < 2) What  is  said  of  *"test  of 
devices;^  (3)  of  **tcortMessness  of  scores  of  devieesT'  (4)  What  is 
the  end  of  school  discipline?  i5»  Name  the  six  topics  to  be  con- 
»dered    in    a    practical    treatment    of    school    government. 

2  credits  each. 

3.  Name  the  seven  essential    ^'elements    of    governing    /wirpr." 

10  credits. 

4.  (1)  WTiat  the  te-icher  need  more  doesrhan  ^  *  personal  magnet- 
issm^  and  '^natural  aptitude':*'    (2)  Give  reasons  for  the  necessity 
of  ^^daily  studg,'"  and  quote  the  reason  of  Dr.  Arnold,  of  Kugby, 
why  he  did  it.  5  credits  each. 

5.  Give  in  bri*»f  the  arguments  used  under  the  sub-heads:  (1) 
^^Acquisition  of  skills  i2}  *'IndiriduaUtyr  (3»  ''Crank  turningr  (4) 
**Teacher*s  personal  example,""  (5)  Teacher's  spirit.^^2  credits  each. 

6.  What  law  would  the  author,  if  he  had  tlie  power,  write 
over  every  schoolroom  door?  10  credits. 

7.  Name  six  ''retjuiMte  fiualifications,"'wh\c\i  are  '^conditions  of 
easy  control.^  10  credits. 

8.  n>  Give  the  author's  distinction  between  a  "condition^'  and 
a  "derice'*  in  school  goveniment.  (2i  Name  the  four  "'mechanical 
devices.^  I3»  Give  a  kind  of  synoptical  brief  of  the  arguments 
advanced  for  the  adoption  of  each  of  the  above  devices. 

(1.1  2,  (2)  2,  f3)  &  credits. 

9.  Name  *'the  seven  srhoftl  virtues"  of  every  well-ordered  school. 

10  credits. 

10.  Under  the  head.  ''Sf-hool  Incentives."  give  in  order  the 
**royal  wtite."  lO  credits. 


FOR  FIRST  GRADE  CERTIFICATES. 


Applicants  for  this  certificate  were  examined  on  the  preced- 
ing qiientions,  given  to  Second  and  Third  Grade  examinees,  on 
Orthography,  Reading,  Composition,  (Geography,  Physiology,  and 
ThcHJiy  and  Practice. 


ARITHMETIC. 

Solutions  must  be  given;  answers  only  cannot  be  accepted^ 
When  right  principles  are  employed,  incorrect  answers  shall 
diminish  the  grade  not  more  than  two-fifths. 

NOTE — dive  ten  credits  for  each  ej-ample  below. 

1.  B  sells  i  of  his  cattle  to  A,  2  to  C,  f  of  the  remainder  to 
D,  and  finds  that  48  head  is  ^^  of  what  he  has  left.  How  many 
cattle  had  he  at  first? 

2.  Seven  men  start  together  around  an  island  120  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, each  walking  5,  6^4,  1^,  814,  91/2,  10V4  and  II14  miles- 
an  hour  respectively.  In  how  many  days  will  they  be  all  together 
again,  if  they  walk  12  hours  a  day? 

3.  The  sides  of  a  triangular  lot  are  1151/2  ft.,  128  i  ft.  and 
134  f  ft.  respectively.  How  many  boards  will  it  take,  and  what 
will  it  cost  to  fence  it  with  lumber  at  $7%  per  M.,  the  longest 
boards  possible  being  used,  and  the  fence  being  5  boards  high, 
the  bottom  one  10  in.  wide,  two  6  in.  wide,  and  the  others  4  in^ 
wide? 

4.  A  and  B  are  partners.  A's  capital  is  to  B's  as  5  to  8;  at 
the  end  of  four  months  A  withdraws  14  of  his  capital  and  B  | 
of  his.  At  the  end  of  the  year  their  whole  gain  is  $400,  how 
much  of  the  gain  does  each  get? 

•5.  A  grocer  bought  36  bu.  3  qt.  of  nuts  at  $3.20  a  bushel,  and 
sold  them  at  12  cents  a  liquid  quart.  Did  he  gain  or  lose,  and 
how  many  dollars? 

6.  At  what  per  cent,  below  par  must  4^4  per  cent,  stock  be 
quoted,  to  yield  the  same  per  cent,  on  the  investment  as  5}  per 
cent,  stock  at  a  premium  of  23 yo  per  cent,  brokerage  i  per  cent, 
in  each  case? 

7.  At  Washington,  77  degrees  west  longitude,  it  is  12  minutes 
past  7  P.  M.,  while  it  is  2  P.  M.  on  the  Sandwich  Islands;  what 
is  the  longitude  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  are  they  east  or 
west  of  Washington? 

8.  A  square  lot  is  bordeped  by  a  walk  1  yd.  wide,  the  lot  and" 
walk  together  occupy  21/2  acres;  find  the  cost  of  paving  the  walk 
at  25  cts.  a  sq.  yd. 

9.  If  a  sphere  2  ft.  1  in.  in  diameter  weighs  3,125  lbs.,  what  is. 
the  diameter  of  one  of  the  same  material  weighing  819.2  lbs? 

10.  Find  by  approximate  rule  the  number  of  bushels  of  grain 
in  a  conical  vessel  whose  base  is  8  ft.  in  diameter  and  altitude- 
4  ft. 
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(JUAMMAR. 

1.  Parse  iu  full  the  words  italicized  in  the  following: 

"Greatly  pleased,  the  sturdy  warrior  lifted  his  own  hat,  and 
said,  *I  honor  the  man  or  boy  who  can  be  neither  bribed  nor 
frightened  into  doing  icrong.  With  an  array  of  such  soldiers,  1 
<*ould  conquer  not  only  the  French,  but  the  world;*  and,  Mnding  the- 
boy  a  glittering  sovereign,  the  old  duke  put  spurs  to  his  horse^ 
and  galloped  away."  1  credit  each. 

2.  Account  for  all  the  marks  of  punctuation  in  the  above. 

10  credits. 

3.  Give  the  two  principal   clauses  in  the  above  quotation. 

10  credits. 

4.  Select  and  classify  all  the  object  complements  in  the  above 
quotation.  10  credits. 

5.  Make  in  order  a  list  of  all  of  each  in  the  above:  (a)  Adjec- 
tive elements;  (b)   adverbial  elements.  5  credits  each. 

6.  Write  the  synopsis  in  the  passive  voice  of  the  xerh  cheat 
with  he  in  all  moods  and  tenses.  10  credits. 

7.  W^rite  a  sentence  with  an  infinitive  used:  (a)  As  a  noun;: 
(b)  as  an  oppositive;  (c)  as  an  adjective;  (d)  as  an  adverb;  (e)  as 
an  object  complement.  2  credits,  each. 

8.  Diagram  or  analyze: 

"The  crow  doth  sing  as  sweetly  as  the  lark 
When  neither  is  attended;  and  I  think 
The  nightingale,  if  she  should  sing  by  day 
AVJien  every  goose  is  cackling,  would  be  thought 
No  better  a  musician  than  the  wren." 

9-10.  Correct  each  of  the  following,  if  wrong,  and  give  the 
reason  for  each  change: 

(1)  It  is  he  and  not  I  that  is  to  blame. 

(2)  Those  kind  of  sentences  are  confusing. 

(3)  Would  you  strike  your  wife — her  who  has  always 
^  been  so  devoted  to  you? 

(4)  It  is  natural  for  every  one  to  esteeu)  their  own  best.. 

(5)  He  looks  bad,  and  I  feel  badly. 

(H)  If  we  study  the  science  of  teaching  wc  will  tench 
well. 

(7)  He  intended  to  be  there. 

(8)  It  has  laid  there  for  a  week. 

(9)  Can  I  leave  the  room? 

(10)  He  died  with  yellow  fever.  2  credits. 

[Give  only  one  for  the  correction,  if  the  reason  is  not  stated. 7 

HISTORY.    , 

1.  (a)  What  of  the  Mound  Builders?  (b)  What  evidence  can 
you  give  to  prove  that  they  were  not  the  ancestors  of  the  Indians? 

5  credits  each. 

2.  Upon  what  basis  did  each  of  the  following  lay  claim  ta 
lauds  now  in  the  United  States:  (a)  Spain:  <b)  France:  (c)  Eng- 
land; id)  Holland?  2ya  credits  each. 
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3.  WriU>  a  skotcli  of  Washington'8  administration,  noting: 
<a)  His  foreign  policy;  (b)  tlie  notions  of  the  people  in  regard  to 
the  government;  (o)  tlie  rise  of  political  parties;  (d)  conditiou  of 
home  affairs  on  assuming  the  presidency;  (e)  condition  on  his 
retiring  from  office.  2  vredits  each. 

4.  Discuss  the  "Uoctrine  of  State  Rights''  in  the  light  of  the 
following: 

(a)  Kentucky  aud  Virginia  Resolutions;  (b)  Massachusetts 
Legislation  relative  to  the  war  of  1812;  (c)  the  "Hartford  Conven- 
tion;'* (d)  the  Nullification  Ordinance  of  South  Carolina;  (e)  the 
Ordinance  of  Secession.  2  credits  each. 

5.  Distinguish  between  the  "Virginia  l*lan"  and  the  "New 
Jersey  Plan"  in  the  U.  S.  Constitutional  Convention. 

6.  Trace  briefly  the  financial  policy  of  the  United  States  from 
Alexander  Hamilton  to  Wm.  McKinley.  10  credits. 

7.  Tell  why  each  of  the  following  became  distinguished  in 
American  history:  Wm.  H.  Prescott,  Elias  Howe,  Charles  Sum- 
ner, William  CuUen  Bryant,  Eli  Whitney.  2  credits  each. 

8.  What  do  the  stars  and  what  the  stripes  signify  in  our  flag? 
When  was  this  flag  first  used?  5  credits  each. 

0.  Name  the  great  political  parties  of  to-day,  and  give  the 
•distinguishing  features  in  the  platform  of  each.  10  credits. 

110.  Tell  what  you  know  about  the  circumstances  which  each 
*of    the    following    suggests:     (a)     Weyler;    (b)     Klondike. 

5  credits  each. 


CIVIL  GOVERNMENT. 

1.  Distinguisli   between  four  different  forms  of  government. 

21/2  credits  each. 

2.  Describe   l)riefly    each    of    the    "four    groups    of  rights." 

21/2  credits  each. 

3.  (a)  Explain  what  is  meant  by  Magna  Chart  a;  ih)  The 
origin  of  ta.rcs.  5  creaits  each. 

4.  (a>.  What  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  United  States?  (b)'  De- 
scribe the  three  departments  of  government  for  which  it  provides. 

5  credits  each. 

5.  (a)  What  is  the  necessity  for  political  parties?  (b)  Name  all 
the  conventions  necessary  to  secure  a  nominee  for  President,  (c) 
Give  some  of  the  benefits  and  some  of  the  evils  of  the  Convention 

System,    (d)  Which    is    the    most    important    in    the    system  of 
<*onvention8?  SVa  credits  each. 

6.  (a)  What  is  a  State?  (b)  Name  the  departments  of  a  State 
4?overnment.  (c)  (Jive  in  Imef  the  duties. of  the  Administrative 
Officers  of  this  State,  (d)  Give  the  number  of  State  Sen.itorial 
districts  and  the  numl)er  of  lower  house  or  assembly  districts  in 

this  State,     (e)  Tell  how  a  Territory   becomes  a   State. 

2  credits  each. 

7.  (a)  How  did  it  happen  that  Congress  was  composed  of  two 
liouses?  (b)  For  how  long,  and  who  elect  members  of  each  house? 
<c>  What  are  the  qualifications  for  inembdrship  in  each?  (d) 
ilow  are  vacancies  in  each  house  filled?  2  \    credits  each. 


77 

«.  Give  the  Executive  Departixients  of  tlie  Federal  Govern- 
^^nt  10  credits. 

9.  (a)  What  was  the  object  of  "The  Australian  Ballot  Sys-^ 
tern?"    (b)  Give  the  main  features  of  it.  5  credits  each. 

10.  (a)  Who  is  a  school  patron?  (b)  Who  are  qualified  elec- 
tors in  choosing  a  school  supervisor?  (c)  State  the  duties  of  a. 
supervisor,  (d)  Who  has  the  authority  to  form  school  districte- 
and  to  assign  teachers?  (e)  What  is  meant  by  the  one  mill  tax^ 
and  what  is  done  with  it?  2  credits  each. 

ALGEBRA. 


1.  Simplify  (a»+b»+c»+2ab-f2bc+2ac)H-(a b— c). 

10  credits. 

2.  A  man  walliing  4  miles  per  hour  has  30  minutes  the  start 
of  a  boy  on  a  bicycle.  How  many  miles  per  hour  must  the  boy 
go  to  overtake  the  man  in  20  minutes.  10  credits, 

3.  Give  the  prime  factors  of  the  following: 

m3~n3,  a^+n^,  a^-bs,  p^+p^+l,  0^—2  no-j-o^. 

2  credits  each. 

4.  Of  thA  following  quantities  x^— 2x3+6x— 9,  6x '•—4x3—16x2^ 
+12x— 6  find;  (a)  G.  C.  D,;  (b)  L.  CM.  5  credits  each, 

5.  A  and  B,  in  a  game  of  baseball,  are  each  at  the  bat  1&* 
times.     B  makes  2  hits  to  A's  1,  and  A  gets  out  1  f     times  as- 
many  times  as  B.    Find  the  number  of  hits  and  outs  of  each,  sup- 
posing each  gets  out  when  he  does  no*  make  a  hit.      10  credits. 

6.  Raise  2a*+4b3  to  the  7ch  power  by  the  bionominal  theorem^ 

10  credits. 


2  3 

3  4 


7.  Multiply  (x— y)     by  (x+y)  10  credits. 

8.  Find  the  value  of  x  in  x — 1=2-|- 


2 


I  X.  10  credits. 

11  11 

9.  Find  the  value  of  x  and  y: =3; =  21. 

X        y  x^       y2 

10  credits. 

10.  A  man  purchased  a  field,  whose  length  was  to  its  breadtb- 
as  8  to  5.    The  number  of  dollars  paid  per  acre  was  equal  to  the- 
number  of  rods  m  the  length  of  the  field  and  the  number  of  dollars 
given  for  the  whole  was  equal  to  13  times  the  number  of  rods- 
a round  the  field.     Required  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  fields 

10  credits. 

PHYSICAL  GEOGRAl»HY. 

1.  Of  what  does  Physical  Geography  treat?  10  credits. 

2.  (1)  Explain  the  cause  of  day  and  night;    i2>  the  causes  or 
the  change  of  seasons.  5  credits  ench. 

3.  Distinguish  between  maps  of  the  earth  on  the  following: 
projections:     (1)  Mercators;  (2)  equatorial;  (3)  polar;  (4)  conical- 

2y^  credits  each. 
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4.  Compare  the  followinjc:  Wttle,  able,  pretty,  beautiful,  in- 
finite, near,  far,  much,  holy,  wholly.  1  credit  each. 

5.  Give  all  the  properties  and  the  order  of  stating  them  in 
parsing:  (a)  The  noun;  (b)  the  verb.  5  credits  each. 

6.  Diagram  this  sentence:  This  examination  will  be  easy  for 
those  teachers  who  habitually  prepare  the  lessons  before  attempt- 
ing to  teach  them.  10  credits. 

'7.  Write  the  synopsis  with  he  of  the  verb  am  in  all  moods 
and  tenses.  10  credits. 

S.  Parse  in  full  every  word  in  the  sentence:  He  got  what  he 
deserved.  10  credits. 

9.  Give  complete  analysis  of  the  following,  and  parse  in  full 
the  words  in  italics: 

"The  patriot,  whom  the  corrupt  tremble  to  see  arise,  may 
well  feel  a  grateful  satisfaction  in  the  mighty  power  which 
heaven  has  delegated  to  him,  when  he  thinks  that  lie  lias  used  it 
for  those  purposes  only  which  heaven  approves."  10  credits. 

10.  Correct  each  of  the  following  and  give  the  reason: 

(a)  Each  woman  brought  their  work  with  them. 

(b)  My  mother  she  thinks  I  am  too  young. 

(c)  That  couple  are  very  devoted  to  one  another. 

(d)  It  never  has  and  can  never  can  be  done. 

(e)  He  acts  like  he  was  sick.  2  credits  each. 

[The  correction  to  count  only  half,  if  the  proper  reason  is  not 
given.] 

COMPOSITION. 

1.  (a)  Name  the  most  general  use  of  composition,  (b)  Give 
the  six  parts  of  a  formal  letter.  5  credits  each. 

2.  Write  a  formal  letter  of  at  least  five  lines  to  some  firm  in 
New  Yorli,  in  which  all  of  the  six  parts  are  properly  located, 
capitalized,     punctuated,     and    signed     by     a     fictitious     name.. 

10  credits. 

3.  Give  rules  for  using  direct,  indirect  jind  divided  quotations,, 
and  for  paragraphing.  2%  credits  each. 

4.  Discuss  diction,  and  give  rules  for  acquiring  elegant  dic- 
tion. 10  credits. 

5.  Give  your  ideas  how  and  how  often  composition  exercises 
should  be  conducted  in  every  school.  10  credits. 

6-10.  Make  a  topical  outline  wiih  not  less  than  five  heads,  in- 
cluding the  introduction,  discussion  and  conclusion,  and  write  a 
composition  of  not  more  than  300  words  on  one  of  the  following 
subjects: 

(1)  The  Use  and  Abuse  of  Examinations. 

(2)  The  Schoolmastei**s  Place  in  Society.  ^ 

(3)  The  Pleasures  of  a  Well-informed  Mind. 

(4)  The  Value  of  County  Institutes  and  Summer  Schools. 

(5)  Why  the  Rich  are  Influential.  50  credits. 


NOTE — In  grading  the  composition  consider  the  orthography, 
capitalization,    punctuation,    paragraphing,    diction,    the   value   of 
the  thought  expressed,  and  the  general  appearance. 
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HISTORY. 

1.  Tell  from  whom  and  how  the  United  JJtaies  obtained  the 
territory  embraced  within  each  of  the  following  States:  Louis- 
iana, Ohio,  Florida,  California,  Alaska.  2  credits  each. 

2.  (a)  When  and  by  whom  were  negroes  introduced  into  the 
United  States?  (b)  When  and  by  what  authority  was  the  slave 
trade  prohibited?  5  credits  each. 

3.  Recall  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Presidential  elec- 
tions of  1800  and  1824,  and  tell  wherein  they  differed  from  the  con- 
test of  1876.  10  credits. 

4.  Tell  all  you  liuow  of  each  of  the  following:  (a)  The  ^'Hart- 
ford   Convention";    (b)    The    Nullification    Ordinance. 

5  credits  each. 

5.  In  what  consists  the  chief  difference  between  the  New 
England  and  the  Southern  conception  of  the  U.  S.  Constitution? 

10  credits.  . 

6.  What  is  meant  by  the  following:  (a)  Tariff  for  revenue? 
(b)  Reciprocity?  (c)  Free  Silver?  (d)  Civil  Service?  (e)  Free 
Trade?  2  credits  each. 

7.  Couple  the  name  of  the  inventor  with  five  of  the  most  im- 
portant American  inventions.  2  credits  each. 

8.  In  pleading  for  what  cause  did  each  of  the  following 
render  himself  famous  as  an  orator:  Samuel  Adams,  Wendell 
Phillips,  Daniel  Webster,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Benj.  H.  Hill? 

2  credits  each. 

9.  Name  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the  Civil 
War.  10  credits. 

10.  (a)  What  did  President  McKinley  do  immediately  after 
he  came  into  oflficey  (b)  What  law  has  just  been  passed  in  con- 
sequence of  his  action?  '5  credits  each. 

GEOGRAPHY. 
i 

n.  Give  the  number  of  great  circles  extending  north  and 
south;  (2)  the  number  east  and  west.  (3)  Give  reasons  for  your 
answer.  10  credits. 

2.  Mention  the  States  through  which  a  car  of  salt  must  pass 
by  a  direct  route  from  Salt  Lalve  City  to  Boston.  10  credits. 

3.  Name  the  provinces  of  Canada  and  the  chief  industries  of 
each.  10  credits. 

3.  Name  the  leading  industry  of  the  following:  Omaha,  Mil- 
waukee, Augusta  (Ga.),  Cleveland,  Pittsburg.        2  credits  each.. 

5.  (1>  Name  the  longest  and  shortest  day  in  the  year.  (2)  Ex- 
plain why  each  is  so.  5  credits  each. 

6.  Give  the  names  of  all  the  principal  divisions  of  land  and 
water  crossed  by  the  equator.  10  C7'€dits. 

7.  Give  proofs  that  the  earth  rotates  on  its  axis  from  west  to 
^ast.  10  credits.. 
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8;  Name  all  the  governments  of  Europe  and  the  metropolis 
of  each.  10  credits. 

9.  Tell  the  following  of  Cuba:  (1)  Between  what  parallels; 
(2)  area  in  square  miles;  (3)  climate;  (4)  productions;  (5)  races  and 
character  of  the  people.  2  credits  each. 

10.  Draw  a  township,  number  its  sections,  subdivide  the  16th 
as  much  as  is  necessary  to  place  a  cross  (X)  in  the  S.  E^  y^-  of 
S.  E.  14  of  N.  W.  14.  10  credits. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

1.  (1)  Of  what  service  is  the  skeleton?  (2)  How  is  the  spinal 
cord  formed,  and  what  purpose  does  it  subserve?  (3)  What  is  the 
composition  of  bone?  (4)  How  many  in  the  body?  (5)  Name 
some  of  the  most  important  ones.  2  credits  each. 

2.  (1)  Name  the  two  grand  divisions  of  muscles.  (2)  Describe 
their  structure  and  give  the  uses  of  each  class.  (3)  Describe  and 
tell  the  office  of  tendons.  (4)  Give  the  name  and  office  of  the 
largest  tendon  in  the  body.  (5)  Considering  the  Auscles.  what  is 
the  value  of  exercise  and  rest?  '  2  credits  each. 

3.  (])  Describe  the  structure  of  the  skin.  (2)  Tell  six  func- 
tions of  the  skin.  (3)  What  is  the  value  of  bathing;  the  kind;  the 
time  for  it?  (4)  Why  is  clothing  necessary?  (5)  Give  the  disad- 
vantages of  too  tight,  too  heavy,  unclean,  wet,  cheaply  dyed 
clothing.  2  credits  each. 

4.  Name  all  the  organs,  and  describe  the  whole  process  of 
digestion,  including  the  action  of  all  fluids  until  the  food  enters 
circulation  or  becomes  tissue.  10  credits. 

5.  (1)  What  is  food  in  a  physiological  sense?  .  (2)  Organic  food 
is  divided  into  what  two  general  groups?  (3)  What  are  chemical 
constituents  of  each  group?  (4)  From  what  sources  are  each  of 
these  constituents  found  in  greatest  abundance?  (5)  Name  the 
inorganic  foods,  and  tell  why  each  of  the  following  is  needed: 
Lime,  pkosphorvs,  iron  and  the  alkalis.  2  credits  each. 

'6.  Tell  to  which  class,  the  albuminoid  or  carbonaceous,  each 
of  the  following  belongs,  and  its  value  as  a  food  product:  Fish, 
milk,  butter,  egus,  wheat  bread,  sweet  potatoes,  pras,  apples,  onions, 
mustard.  1  credit  each. 

7.  How  do  alcoholic  stimulants  affect  each  of  the  following: 
Heart,  liver,  kidneys,  &7*«i;/,  and  nerves 'i  .  2  credits  eaeli. 

8.  (1)  Can  the  evil  effects  of  it  be  transmitted  by  parent  to 
child?  (2)  Why  are  malt  liquors  and  lifjht  wines  dangerous?  (3) 
Give  some  of  the  evil  effects  of  tobacco,  especially  upon  the 
yoimg.  (4)  Name  some  of  the  narcotics,  and  tell  what  effect,  they 
have  upon  the  system.  21/2  ctrdits  each. 

9.  What  is  most  likely  to  induce  sunstroke,  what  the  symp- 
toms, and  what  should  be  the  treatment  if  no  physician  is  near? 

10  credits. 

10.  Discuss  the  evils  of  bad  cooking  and  the  value  of  right 
cooking.  10  credits. 
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THEORY  AND  PRACTICE. 

{Questions  from  White's  Scfkool  Management,  first  150  pages,) 

1.  T\Tiat,  says  the  author  in  the  preface,  are  the  two  most 
obstructive    foes    of    needed    progress    in    school    training? 

10  credits. 

2.  (1)  What  serves  as  "a  guide  in  practice'^  in  determining  tlie 
best  means  and  methods  of  teaching?  (2) What  is  said  of  *'test  of 
devices;'*  (3)  of  ''wortMessness  of  scores  of  devicesT'  (4)  What  is 
the  end  of  school  discipline?  (5)  Name  the  six  topics  to  be  con- 
sidered   in    a    practical    treatment    of    school    government. 

2  credits  each. 

3.  Name  the  seven  essential    ^"eUments    of    governing    power'' 

10  credits. 

4.  (1)  What  the  teacher  need  more  does rhan  *'personaZ  ?waqrwef- 
ism"  and  ^'natural  aptitude'i"    (2)  Give  reasons  for  the  necessity 
of  ''daily  study,"  and  quote  the  reason  of  Dr.  Arnold,  of  Kugby, 
why  he  did  it.  5  credits  each. 

5.  Give  in  bri'»f  the  arguments  used  under  the  sub-heads:  (1) 
''Acquisition  of  skill]"  (2)  "Individuality;"  (3)  "Crank  turning;"  (4) 
"Teacher's  personal  example;"  (5)  Teacher's  spirit."2  credits  each. 

6.  What  law  would  the  author,  if  he  had  the  power,  write 
over  every  schoolroom  door?  10  credits. 

7.  Name  six  "requif^itc  qualifications  "which  are  "conditions  of 
easy  control."  10  credits. 

'8.  (1)  Give  the  author's  distinction  between  a  "condition"  and 
a  "device"  in  school  government.  (2)  Name  the  four  "mechanical 
devices."  (3)  Give  a  kind  of  synoptical  brief  of  the  arguments 
advanced  for  the  adoption  of  each  of  the  above  devices. 

(1)  2,  (2)  2,  (3)  6  credits. 

9.  Name  *'the  seven  school  virtues"  of  every  well-ordered  school. 

10  (Tedits. 

•10.  Under  the  head,  "i<rJiool  Incentives"  give  in  order  the 
*'royal  nine."  10  credits. 


FOR  FIRST  GRADE  CERTIFICATES. 


Applicants  for  this  certificate  were  examined  on  the  preced- 
ing questions,  given  to  Second  and  Third  Grade  examinees,  on 
Orthography,  Reading,  Composition,  Geography,  Physiology,  and 
Theory  and  Practice. 


ARITHMETIC. 

Solutions  must  be  given;  answers  only  cannot  be  accepted. 
When  right  principles  are  employed,  incorrect  answers  shall 
diminish  the  grade  not  more  than  two-fifths. 

NOTE — Give  ten  credits  for  each  e  jam  pie  below. 

1.  B  sells  J  of  his  cattle  to  A,  2  to  C,  f  of  the  remainder  to 
D,  and  finds  that  48  head  is  ,»^  of  what  he  has  left.  How  many 
cattle  had  he  at  first? 

2.  Seven  men  start  together  around  an  island  120  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, each  walking  5,  6^4,  1^,  8%,  91/2,  1014  and  liy^  miles- 
an  hour  respectively.  In  how  many  days  will  they  be  all  together 
again,  if  they  walk  12  hours  a  day? 

3.  The  sides  of  a  triangular  lot  are  1151/2  ft,  128  i  ft.  and 
134  f  ft.  respectively.  How  many  boards  will  it  take,  and  what 
will  it  cost  to  fence  it  with  lumber  at  $71/2  per  M.,  the  longest 
boards  possible  being  used,  and  the  fence  being  5  boards  high, 
the  bottom  one  10  in.  wide,  two  6  in.  wide,  and  the  others  4  in., 
wide? 

4.  A  and  B  are  partners.  A's  capital  is  to  B's  as  5  to  8;  at 
the  end  of  four  months  A  withdraws  14  of  his  capital  and  B  | 
of  his.  At  the  end  of  the  year  their  whole  gain  is  $400,  how 
much  of  the  gain  does  each  get? 

•5.  A  grocer  bought  36  bu.  3  qt.  of  nuts  at  $3.20  a  bushel,  and 
sold  them  at  12  cents  a  liquid  quart.  Did  he  gain  or  lose,  and 
how  many  dollars? 

6.  At  what  per  cent,  below  par  must  4^4  P^r  cent,  stock  be 
quoted,  to  yield  the  same  per  cent,  on  the  investment  as  55  per 
cent,  stock  at  a  premium  of  23 V2  per  cent,  brokerage  i  per  cent, 
in  each  case? 

7.  At  Washington,  77  degrees  west  longitude,  it  is  12  minutes 
past  7  P.  M.,  while  it  is  2  P.  M.  on  the  Sandwich  Islands;  what 
is  the  longitude  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  are  they  east  or 
west  of  Washington? 

8.  A  square  lot  is  bordeped  by  a  walk  1  yd.  wide,  the  lot  and" 
walk  together  occupj^  21/2  acres;  find  the  cost  of  paving  the  walk 
at  25  cts.  a  sq.  yd. 

9.  If  a  sphere  2  ft.  1  in.  in  diameter  weighs  3,125  lbs.,  what  is. 
the  diameter  of  one  of  the  same  material  weighing  819.2  lbs? 

10.  Find  by  approximate  rule  the  number  of  bushels  of  graitt 
in  a  conical  vessel  whose  base  is  8  ft.  in  diameter  and  altitude* 
4  ft. 


OUAMMAR. 

1.  Parse  in  full  the  words  italicized  in  the  following: 

"(Greatly  pleased,  the  sturdy  warrior  lifted  his  own  hat,  and 
said,  *1  honor  the  man  or  boy  who  can  be  neither  bribed  nor 
frightetied  into  doing  icrong.  With  an  array  of  such  soldiers,  I 
<*ould  conquer  not  only  the  French,  hut  the  world;'  and,  hnnding  the- 
boy  a  glittering  sovereign,  the  old  duke  put  spurs  to  his  horse^ 
and  galloped  away."  1  credit  each. 

2.  Account  for  all  the  marks  of  punctuation  in  the  above. 

10  credits. 

3.  Give  the  two  principal  clauses  in  the  above  quotation. 

10  credits. 

4.  Select  and  classify  all  the  object  complements  in  the  abovt^ 
quotation.  10  credits. 

5.  Make  in  order  a  list  of  all  of  each  in  the  above:  (a)  Adjec- 
tive elements;  (b)   adverbial  elements.  5  credits  each. 

6.  Write  the  synopsis  In  the  passive  voice  of  the  xerh  cheat 
with  he  in  all  moods  and  tenses.  10  credits. 

7.  Write  a  sentence  with  an  infinitive  used:  (a)  As  a  noun; 
(b)  as  an  oppositive;  (c)  as  an  adjective;  (d)  as  an  adverb;  (e)  as 
an  object  complement.  2  credits,  each. 

8.  Diagram  or  analyze: 

"The  crow  doth  sing  as  sweetly  as  the  lark 
When  neither  is  attended;  and  I  think 
The  nightingale,  if  she  should  sing  by  day 
WJien  every  goose  is  cackling,  would  be  thought 
No  better  a  musician  than  the  wren." 

9-10.  Correct  each  of  the  following,  if  wrong,  and  give  th<^ 
reason  for  each  change: 

(1)  It  is  he  and  not  I  that  is  to  blame. 

(2)  Those  kind  of  sentences  are  confusing. 

(,3)  Would  you  strike  your  wife — her  who  has  always 
^  been  so  devoted  to  you? 

(4)  It  is  natural  for  every  one  to  esteeuj  their  own  best.. 

(5)  He  looks  bad,  and  I  feel  badly. 

(H)  If  we  study  the  science  of  teaching  wc  will  tench 
well. 

(7)  He  intended  to  be  there. 

(8)  It  has  laid  there  for  a  week. 
«9)  Can  I  leave  the  room? 

(10)  He  died  with  yellow  fever.  2  credits. 

[(live  only  one  for  the  correction,  if  the  reason  is  not  stated.f 

HISTORY.     , 

1.  (a)  What  of  the  Mound  Builders?  (b)  Wli.it  evidence  can 
you  give  to  prove  that  they  were  not  the  ancestors  of  the  Indians?* 

5  credits  each. 

2.  Upon  what  basis  did  each  of  the  following  lay  claim  ta 
lauds  now  in  the  United  States:  (a)  Spain:  (b)  France:  (c)  Eng- 
land; id)  Holland?  2%  credits  each. 
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3.  Write  a  skotoh  of  Washington's  administration,  noting: 
<a)  His  foreign  policy;  (b)  tbe  notions  of  the  people  in  regard  to 
the  government;  {c)  the  rise  of  political  parties;  (d)  conditiou  of 
home  affairs  on  assuming  the  presidency;  (e)  condition  on  his 
retiring  from  office.  2  credits  each. 

4.  Discuss  the  "Doctrine  of  State  Rights*'  in  the  light  of  the 
following: 

(a)  Kentucky  and  Virginia  Resolutions;  (b)  Massachusetts 
Legislation  relative  to  the  war  of  1812;  (c)  the  **Hartford  Conven- 
tion;" (d)  the  Nullification  Ordinance  of  South  Carolina;  (e)  the 
•Ordinance  of  Secesmon.  2  credits  each. 

5.  Distinguish  between  the  "Virginia  I*lan"  and  the  **New 
Jersey  Plan"  in  the  U.  S.  Constitutional  Convention. 

6.  Trace  briefly  the  financial  policy  of  the  United  States  from 
Alexander  Hamilton  to  Wm.  McKinley.  10  credits. 

7.  Tell  why  each  of  the  following  became  distinguished  in 
American  history:  Wm.  H.  Prescott,  Elias  Howe,  Charles  Sum- 
ner, William  Cullen  Bryant,  Eli  Whitney.  2  credits  each. 

8.  What  do  the  stars  and  what  the  stripes  signify  in  our  flag? 
When  was  this  flag  first  used?  5  credits  each. 

9.  Name  the  great  political  parties  of  to-day,  and  give  the 
•distinguishing  features  in  the  platform  of  each.  10  credits. 

HO.  Tell  what  you  know  about  the  circumstances  which  each 
*of    the    following    suggests:     (a)    Weyler;    (b)     Klondike. 

5  credits  each. 

CIVIL  GOVERNMENT. 

J.  Distinguish   between  four  different  forms  of  government. 

21/2  a-edits  each. 

2.  Describe   briefly    each    of    the    "four    groups    of  rights." 

21/2  credits  each. 

3.  (a)  Explain  what  is  meant  by  Magna  Cfutrta;  ih)  The 
origin  of  ta.r€S.  5  creaits  each. 

4.  (a>..What  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  United  States?  (b)*  De- 
•jscribe  the  three  departments  of  government  for  which  it  provides. 

5  credits  each. 

5.  (a)  What  is  tlie  necessity  for  political  parties?  (b)  Name  all 
the  conventions  necessary  to  secure  a  nominee  for  President,    (c) 

Give  some  of  the  benefits  and  some  of  the  er4ls  of  the  Convention 
•System,  (d)  Which  is  the  most  important  in  the  system  of 
•conventions?  21/2  credits  each. 

6.  (a)  What  is  a  State?  (b)  Name  the  departments  of  a  State 
4?overnment.  (c)  (Jive  in  brief  the  duties. of  the  Administrative 
Oflacers  of  this  State,  id)  (Jive  the  number  of  State  Sen.itorial 
-flistricts  and  the  number  of  lower  house  or  assembly  districts  in 

this  State,     (e)  Tell  how  a  Territory   becomes  a   State. 

2  credits  each. 

7.  (a)  How  did  it  happen  that  Congress  was  composed  of  two 
liouses?  (b)  For  how  long,  and  who  elect  members  of  each  house? 
<c)  What  are  the  qualificfttidns  for  meihb^shlp  In  each?  (d) 
JHow  are  vacancies  in  each  house  filled?  2  i    credits  each. 
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S,  Give  the  Executive  Departments  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
Jr^^nt,  10  credits. 

9.  (a)  What  was  the  object  of  "The  Australian  Ballot  Sys- 
tem?"   (b)  Give  the  main  features  of  it.  5  credits  each. 

10.  (a)  Who  is  a  school  patron?  (b)  Who  are  qualified  elec- 
tors in  choosing  a  school  supervisor?  (c)  State  the  duties  of  a 
supervisor,  (d)  Who  has  the  authority  to  form  school  district*, 
and  to  assign  teachers?  (e)  What  is  meant  by  the  one  mill  tax^ 
and  what  is  done  with  it?  2  credits  each. 

ALGEBRA. 


1.  Simplify  (a»+b2+c»+2ab-h2bc+2ac)-^(a b— c). 

10  credits, 

2.  A  man  walking  4  miles  per  hour  has  30  minutes  the  start 
of  a  boy  on  a  bicycle.  How  many  miles  per  hour  must  the  boy 
go  to  overtake  the  man  in  20  minutes.  10  credits. 

3.  Give  the  prime  factors  of  the  following: 

m^-n^,  a3+n3,  a«-b8,  p^+p^+1,  0^—2  ncH-o^. 

2  credits  each. 

4.  Of  thft  following  quantities  x^— 3x3+6x— 9,  6x^—4x3—16x2 
+12x— 6  find;  (a)  G.  C.  D.;  (b)  L.  CM.  5  credits  each. 

5.  A  and  B,  in  a  game  of  baseball,  are  each  at  the  bat  15- 
times.  B  makes  2  hits  to  A's  1,  and  A  gets  out  1  *  times  as- 
many  times  as  B.  Find  the  number  of  hits  and  outs  of  each,  sup- 
posing each  gets  out  when  he  does  no*  make  a  hit.      10  credits. 

6.  Raise  8a^+4b3  to  the  7th  power  by  the  bionominal  theorem^ 

10  credits. 

2  9 

3  4 


7.  Multiply  (x—y)     by  (x+y)  10  credits. 

8.  Find  the  value  of  x  in  x — 1=2-|- 


2 


\  X.  10  credits. 

11  11 

9.  Find  the  value  of  x  and  y: =3; =21. 

X       y  x2       y2 

10  credits. 

10.  A  man  purchased  a  field,  whose  length  was  to  its  breadtb- 
as  8  to  5.    The  number  of  dollars  paid  per  acre  was  equal  to  the- 
Dumber  of  rods  m  the  length  of  the  field  and  the  number  of  dollars 
given  for  the  whole  was  equal  to  13  times  the  number  of  rods- 
around  the  field.     Required  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  fields 

10  credits. 

FHYSICAL  GEOGRAPHY. 

1.  Of  what  does  Physical  Geography  treat?  10  credits. 

2.  (1)  Explain  the  cause  of  day  and  night;    (2>  the  causes  or 
the  change  of  seasons.  5  credits  each. 

3.  Distinguish  between  maps  of  the  earth  on  the  following: 
projections:     (1)  Mercators;  (2)  equatorial;  (3)  polar;  (4)  conical- 

2ya  credits  each. 
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4.  Give  proofs  of  tlio  present  heated  ((fudition  of  the  interior 
of  the  earth.  10  nfditM. 

5.  (1)  What  is  an  atollV  (2i  Wlint  do  their  existence  In  any 
part  of  the  earth  prove?  5  rreditn  eaoli. 

6.  (1)  How  are  tides  caused?  i2i  Distinguisli  Ijetween  ehh. 
floody  spring  and  neap  tides.  3  credits  each. 

7.  (1)  Give  proofs  that  tlie  greater  weight  of  tlie  atuiosplien' 
lies  within  a  few  miles  of  the  eartli's  surface.  r2)  Explain  tlie 
origin  of  winds.  5  credits  ea<*h. 

8.  Give  tlie  characteristic  fauna  of  the  following:  (1)  North 
America;  (2)  South  America;  (3»  Australia;  U)  (Greenland;  (.')» 
■Cuba.  2  credits  each. 

Q.  (1)  Distinguish  between  vertical  and  horizontal  distribu- 
tion of  vegetation?  r2)  What  are  the  conditions  requisite  for 
forests?  5  creiJUta  each. 

10.  Tell  the  following  of  Alaska:  (1»  Its  area;  (2)  its  principal 
islands;  (3)  its  principal  tnn^s;  (4)  its  principal  animals.  \Ty)  De- 
scribe the  river  system  of  the  Yukon.  2  credits  each. 


STATE  UNIFORM  EXAMIINATIOINS. 


Questions  Used  June  7,  1898,  for  Second  or  Third  Grade 

Certificates. 


J>o  you  dislike  examinations P  Your  remedy  is  to  work  for  a 

State  Certificate. 


REGULATIONS. 

1.  Quesotions  must  bo  kopt  exclusively  in  the  liauds  of  the 
l]xa miner  until  the  minute  for  examination  on  that  subject.  Seals 
lo  every  enclosure  must  be  brolven  in  the  presence  of  examinees. 

2.  The  whole  time  for  the  examination  is  limited  to  three 
<lays,  and  the  subjects  must  be  talven  in  the  following  order: 
•iVrthography.  Reading,  Arithmetic,  English  Grammar,  Composi- 
tion, (Geography,  History,  Physiology,  Theory  and  I*i-actice,  Alge- 
bra, Physical  (Geography,  Civil  (Government. 

:).  All  examinees  must  begin  any  given  subj<M-t  at  the  same 
time,  and  no  recess  must  be  taken  until  that  subject  is  completed. 

4.  Duties. — Every  examinee  must  supply  himself  with  cap- 
p:il)er,  must  write  in  a  legible  hand  with  pen  and  ink,  must  work 
in  full  view  of  other  examinees,  nuist  number  or  lettei*  answers 
to  agree  with  cpiestions,  and  must  fasten  together  all  shet^ts  on 
tlie  same  subject. 

-5.  (Prohibitions. — During  tlie  examination  0;/  anif  i<nh)evt 
there  shall  be  no  violation  of  any  of  the  following:  in  No  exnmi- 
net»  shall  be  seated  so  that  it  is  possible  for  him  to  read  another's 
writing;  (2)  Shall  have  in  his  possession  any  book,  note-book  or 
other  thing  from  which  help  may  be  obtained;  (3)  Shall  speak  to 
any  person;  (4)  Shall  overlook  another's  work;  (5)  Shall  ask  the 
examiner  the  meaning  of  any  question;  (6)  Shall  leave  his  seat 
without  permission;  (7)  Shall  leave  the  room  more  than  once,  or 
r(»main  out  longer  than  ten  minutes;  (8)  Shall  pass  or  throw  any- 
thing about  the  room;  (9)  Shall  place  any  mark  calculated  to  dis- 
<*lose  its  author  on  any  paper. 

Violations  of  any  of  these  prohibitions  will  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient cause  for  excluding  any  paper  from  the  Grading  Committee, 
•or  for  throwing  out  a  whole  county  examination. 


OKTIIOGKAPIIY. 

1.     Detine:    Orthof/rajthj/,   primitive   irord,  dcriralir"  front  prefix, 
suffix.  2  errdits  each. 

2.    I'nite  each  of  the  following  primitire  words  with  the  suffix 
and  give  the  rule  for  spelling:  (Hose  -|-  w?t,  sinffe  -;-  iiu/,  eharge 
-:-  able,   plan  -]-  ing,     fattcp  -I-  fuJ,     differ  -|-  ed,      prefer^  \-  ed, 
fiiu9id     -|-  OMS,  red  ^\-  en,   model  -|-  Ang.  \   credit  each. 
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3.  Separ^'te  tbe  prefix  at^^  the  root  in  the  following  deriva- 
tives and  write  after  each  prefix  its  meaning:  Abed,  afternoon, 
belittle,  midsummer,  misname,  withstand,  unkind,  outstrip,  disobey, 
foresight.  1  credit  each. 

4.  Form  a  derivative  by  using  each  of  the  following  as  a  pre- 
fix or  suffix,  and  define  each  word  formed:  Age,  ei'y,  cule,  dom,  ful, 
ish,  ity,  ment,  ness,  post,  1  credit  each. 

5.  Write  the  following  and  opposite  each  a  homonym:  Rude, 
sear,  surf,  serge,  auger,  throw,  team,  suite,  root,strait. 

1  credit  each. 

6.  Syllabicate  and  mark  diacritically  the  vowel  in  the  sylla- 
ble primarily  accented  in  each  of  the  following:  Inventory,  finan- 
cier, ally,  gratis,  apparatus,  sinecure,  recess  {noun),  agriculture,  ab- 
domen, alternately,  1  credit^  each. 

7.  Form  ten  derivatives  by  using  as  a  prefix  or  sufiSix  each 
of  the  following,  once  only,  meaning:  One  who,  across,  tim^es,  be- 
tween, like,  against,  little,  without,  full  of,  made  of. 

1  credit  each. 

8-10.  Spell  correctly:  Damning  (obstructing),  bulitin,  census 
(wiumeration),  reserrection,  restorant,  separation,  malliable,  privi- 
lege, corister,  pregudice,  hipokrit,  projeny,orkestra,  kleek,  missle, 

2  credits  each. 


READING. 

1.  Name  in  order  the  steps  you  would  pursue  in  teaching  a 
beginner  to  read.  10  credits. 

2.  When  a  class  has  reached  Fifth  Reader,  state  what  you 
aim  to  accomplish  by  the  reading  exercises,  and  how  you  would 
conduct  a  recitation.  10  credits. 

3.  Name  the  necessary  qualifications  of  a  successful  teacher 
of  reading.  10  credits. 

4.  What  other  subjects  should  be  taught  in  connection  with 
reading?  10  credits. 

5.  Name  the  boolis  you  have  read  that  have  been  especially 
helpful  in  directing  you  how  to  teach  reading.  10  credits. 

6.  Read  for  the  examiner,  without  previous  knowledge  of 
what  you  would  read,  a  paragraph  of  prose.  25  credits. 

7.  Read  for  the  examiner,  he  selecting  the  piece,  one  or  more 
stanzas  of  poetry.  25  credits. 


„^  The  examiner  will  grade  the  reading  of  each  selection  from 
0  to  25  and  deliver  his  grading  of  the  same  to  the  Grading  Com- 
mittee. 
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ARITHMETIC. 

Jt^^Solutions  must  he  given;  ansveeiN  only  cannut  be  accepted- 
Method  of  solution  must  be  counted  in  grading  each  example. 

NOTE — Ten  possible  credits  for  each  example. 

1.  (a)  Express  in  words:'  605006.  (b)  Write  in  .figures:  Eight 
hundred  trillion,  eight  billion,  eight  million,  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand, eighty,    (c)  Write:  Fifty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  sixteen 

dollars,  five  cents,    (d)  Express  by  Arabic  notation  f  XDCCCXXIL 
(e)  Express  one  million  by  Roman  notation,  usiug  one  letter. 

2  credits  each. 

2.  4+11x3— (5+28-h4+24)^6-=? 

3.,    Write  all  the  prime  factors  of  4862. 

4.  A  can  walk  around  a  race-course  in  12  min.,  B  in  IS  min., 
and  C  in  18  min.  If  they  start  together  and  keep  walking  each 
at  his  owm  rate,  how  many  minutes  will  elapse  before  they  are  all 
three  together  at  the  starting  point,  and  how  many  times  will 
each  have  made  the  circuit? 

5.  The  pendulum  of  one  clock  makes  25  beats  in  28  seconds, 
and  that  of  another  clock  30  beats  in  34  seconds.  If  the  clocks 
are  started  at  the  same  nioment,  when  first  after  starting  will 
the  clocks  beat  together  again? 

/  4> 

6.  What  is  the  exact,  value  of    3.+  2J  —  »  of  J  +    1-^  4J  ? 

7.  When  it  is  noon  at  Philadelphia  it  is  10  min.  past  5  o'clock 
p.  m.  at  Paris.  What  is  the  longitude  of  Paris,  the  longitude  of 
Philadelphia  being  75o  lo*^? 

8*  Find,  by  using  approximate  measurement,  how  many  feet 
high  a  box  5  ft.  square  must  be  made  to  hold  100  bushels  of  rica 

9.  ■  After  getting  a  note,  without  interest,  discounted  at  a 
bank  for  3  mo.  at  6  per  cent.,  I  had  $354.42.  What  was  the  face 
of  the  note? 

10.  A  man  purchased  a  horse,  giving  in  payment  his  note  at 
6  per  cent.  At  the  end  of  3  years  and  6  months  he  found  that  he 
owed  $42  interest.    How  much  did  the  horse  cost  him? 

ENGLISH   GRAMMAR. 

1.  (a)  What  does  English  Grammar  teach?  (b)  How  should 
pupils  be  taught  the  subject  for  two  or  three  years  preparatory 
to  taking  up  technical  grammar?  5  credits  each. 

2w  In  beginning  grammar,  should  the  sentence  and  its  ele- 
ments, or  the  parts  of  speech  and  their  properties  and  accidents, 
be  taught  first?    Why?  10  credits. 

3.  (a)  Name  and  define  the  different  kinds  of  sentences, 
(b)  Write  a  declarative  sentence  and  change  it  into  each  of  the 
other  kinds.  5  credits  each. 

4.  (a)  Define  inflection,  (b)  When  is  it  called  decleriBion; 
when  comparison;  when  conjugation?  5  credits  each- 
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"5.    Decline  /,  thou,  thysilf,  tchUh,  man-of-war. 

2  credits  each. 

6.  Give  the  rule  and  compare  each  of  the  following:  hoi, 
^>€heerful,  sincere,  able,  capable,  antjry,  fore,  ircll,  worldlf/,  much. 

1  credit  HHch. 

7.  Copy  the  followins:  and  write  opl)o^^ite  each  its  plural: 
army,  turkey,  tax,  thief,  brief.  *,  solo,  son-in-law.  forjrc^t-nu'-not, 
Knight  Templar.  1  credit  e«ch. 

8.  Write  the  synopsis  with  thou  of  tlie  verb  drive  in  tlie 
pasj^ive  in  all  moods  and  tenses,  and  give  all  foims  of  the  infinitive 

-  and  participles.  10  credits. 

9.  Make  a  list  of  all  the  t)r( positions,  clauses,  and  phrnses, 
stating  wliat  each  modifies  and  the  kind  of  an  element  it  is,  in 
the  following  sentence: 

"We  cannot  perceive  that  the  study  of  (frammar  makes  even 
the  smallest  difference  in  the  speech  of  people  who  have  always 
lived  in  good  society."  10  credits. 

10.  I*arse  in  full  the  Italicized  words  in  the  following  sen- 
tences: 

(1)  Whocirr  studies  uill  learn. 

(2)  Every  good  gift  is  from  above. 

(3)  He  is  all  awry,  for  his  reputation  is  his  all. 

(4)  Be  not  like  dumb,  driven  cattle. 

(5)  Than  whom,  Satan  excepted,  none  higher  sat. 

10  credits. 

COMPOSITION. 

1.  What  advantage  to  composition  are  written  recitations'i 
*^^hould  they  be  more  frequent,  more  carefully  corrected  and 
"^copied?  5  credits. 

2.  What  of  the  nature  of  the  subjects,  and  at  what  period 
In  a  child's  education  should  composition  work  begin? 

5  credits. 

3*    Elaborate  upon  the  benefits  of  the  following  as  introduc- 

i:ory  to  composition  writing:    (1)  Conversation-lessons;    (2)  Copying 

'  exercises;    (3)  Oral  and  written  descriptions  of  pictures  and  famil- 

-  lar  objects;    (4)  Committing  choice  extracts, 

5  credits. 

4.  A  knowledge  of  the  following  being  indispensable  in  com- 
position, when  and  how  should  their  use  be  taught:     (1)  Capital 

.  letters;    (2)  Punctuation;^   {3)  Use  of  words;    {4)  Use  of  sentences;    (5) 
•IP'igures  of  speech.  5  credits. 

5.  Name  briefly  ten  instances  when  words  should  begin  with 
«  capitals.  5  credits. 

6.  (a)  Name  all  the  marks  of  punctuation  in  general  use.  (6) 
^Wrlte  five  rules  for  the  use  of  the  comma.  5  credits. 

7.  Write  ten  cautions  to  be  observed  in  the  selection  of 
"-words.  5  credits. 

8.  Give  five  general  rules  to  be  observed  in  the  construction 
*oT  sentences.  5  credits. 

•9.    Name  and  illustrate  the  use  of  five  of  the  figures  of  speech 
:iiii  most  common  use.  5  credits. 
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10.  (a)  What  is  the  value  of  paragraphing?  ib)  (live  some 
rules  for  paragrapliiug.  5  credits. 

11.  After  preparing  an  outline,  write  a  composition,  at  least 
one  fools-cap  page  in  length,  on  one  of  the  following  subjects: 

(!)  The  use  and  abuse  of  scliool  examinations. 

(2)  Teachers'  Uniform  Examinations. 

(3)  Tlie  war  with  Spain. 

(4)  The  necessity  of  ripe  scliolarship  in  a  teacher. 

50  credits. 

UNITED  STATES  HISTOUY. 

3.  Tell  what  you  know  of  the  ^'Starving  Time,"  and  what 
followed  in  tlie  early  history  of  the  country. 

2.     Relate  the  story  of  tlie  sending  of  wives  to  Virginia. 

.3.  V.'hat  of  "bond  servants,"  "redemptioners"  and  slaves,  in 
the  colonics. 

4.  Tell  tlie  history  of  Patrick  Henry  and  his  part  in  precipi- 
tating the  Uevolution. 

5.  What  forms  of  religious  worship  were  established  by  law 
in  different  stations  before  the  Revolution V  To  whom  is  the 
corn  try  indclited  for  religious  freedom,  free  speech,  and  a  frte 
press. 

f).  (a)  Give  an  account  of  the  United  States  Navy  in  the  war 
of  1812.  (ft)  (xive  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Bladensburg  and  the 
subsecpicnt  results. 

7.  Why  is  each  of  the  following  celebrated  in  history:  Ar- 
nold, Ethan  Allen,  John  Endicott.  Roger  Williams.  Ljifayette. 
T>aniel  Boone,  Alex.  Hamiltou,  Washington  Irving,  Alex.  H. 
Stephens,  Admiral  Dewey .-' 

8.  Describe  the  Civil  War  from  Bull  Run  to  Gettysburg. 

9.  Relate  the  liistory  of  the  term,  "The  Greater  New  York." 

10.  Tell  the  causes  of  the  present  war  with  Spain. 

GEOGRAPHY'. 

1.  Of  what  use  are  parallels  of  latitude  and  meridians? 

2.  What  cities  in  the  Ignited  States  are  in  about  the  same 
latitude  as  Madrid? 

3.  (a)  Give  approximately  their  number,  their  combined  art^a 
and  the  population  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  (ft)  Give  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  Manila. 

4.  (a)  What  are  zones?    (ft)  Give  the  width  of  each  in  miles. 

5.  Name  ten  important  rivers  of  the  Mississippi  River  Sys- 
tem. 

6.  Name  in  order  the  five  nations  that  have  the  largest  popu- 
lation. 

7.  What  is  the  distance,  and  through  what  waters  would  you 
sail  from  Gibraltar  to  Manila? 
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8.  Give  the  following  in  regard;  ta  Cufet-  Lengtii^  ararage 
width,  area  in  square  miles,  climate,  character  ot  soil, .  chief  pro- 
ducts, number  of  inhabitants  and  their  character,  chief,  exports, 
and  imports. 

9.  Locate  Mexico.    How  many  states  compose  the  republic ^' 
What  is  its  area?    What  is  the  character  and  number  of.  its  popu- 
lation?   What  are  its  chief  exports  and  imports?: 

10.  Name  all  the  governments  in  South  America  with,  their 
capitals.    State  approximately  their  combined' population.    What 
countries  have  furnished  the  greater  part  of.  the  South  American 
population?     What  language  is  principally  spoken,  in.  each  gov- 
ernment? 


physiology:. 

1.    Describe  all  the  bones  of  the  ti-unR: 

2-    Give  the  physiological  reasons  why  a  cfifldV  feer  should! 
not  be  allowed  to  dangle  from  a  high  seat. 

3.  Explain  the  uses  and  structure  of  the  muscles. 

4.  Describe  and  state  the  uses  of  tlie  perspiratory  giarnds. 

5.  Name  the  organs  of  respiration  and  tell  how  we  breathe. 

6.  Give  reasons  for  school-room  ventilation;  and  tell  how  it 
may  best  be  done. 

7.  Describe  the  heart  and  explain  its  moTsemeiits; 

8.  Tell  the  effects  of  alcoholic  drinlvs  and!:  narcotics  upon  cir- 
culation; the  heart;  the  blood;  the  limgs.. 

9.  Trace  the  food  from  the  moutli  to  the  small  intestines  and* 
describe  the  whole  process  of  digestion,  explaining  the  action  of 
the  gastric  and  pancreatic  juices  and  the  bile. 

10.  Explain  the  effects  of  alcoholics^  and'  narcotics^  upon  the- 
organs  and  process  of  digestion;  and  give  tlie  '*'Law  of.  Hei-edity."" 

THEORY  AND  FRACTIOE. 
{From  Hvghes*  MistaJces^  T^acKing.)^. 

1.  Discuss  the  following  mistakes;  (!>  Regifirdwff-  ICnowledger 
as  more  important  than  the  child;  (2)  Of  confining  education  to  thA- 
school;    (3)  Of  neglecting  definite  moral  tr.aifiiiig..   (Ihapt  J, 

'  3 ^credits  each. 

2.  Give  a  brief  of  the  arguments  on  the  fbllowing  questions: 
of  school  management:  (1)  Yard  supervision;  {2>y  Demerit  irmrUs;: 
(3)  Tardiness  in  the  teacher;  (4)  Personal  habii»^of'  the  teaeheri  (5> 
Sitting  while  teaching.    Chap.  II.  2  credits  each. 

3.  Give  in  substance  the  discussion  on^  flVvG  mistakes  of  the* 
teacher  in  dealing  with  parents.    Chap.  II.  Z-cnedlts  each. 

4.  Discuss  the  following  mistakes  in  discipline:  (1)  Trying  to* 
teach  without  order.  (2)  State  five  rules  given  for  '^maintaining^ 
order:'    Chap.  III.  £Lc«e(i//SseacIL. 
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5.  WhaA  Jfi  said  Jn  relation  to  the  following:  (1)  Too  many 
trules.  (2)  Losing  sight  of  the  class,  (3)  Vvhipping  for  disciplinary 
4>ttrposes  merely.  (4)  Allowing  whispering  on  the  plea  of  *'allow  ing 
jpupils  to  assist  each  ^tker,*'  (5)  A  hearty  laugh  in  the  school  room, 
<Chap,  III.  .  2  credits  each. 

6.  Discuss  the  following  mistakes  in  method:  (1)  Asking  ques- 
4ions  in^otaUQn;  (2)  Repeating  questions;  (3)  Slavish  use  of  text- 
'books;  (4)  Assignitig  lessons  u>ithout  testing  thereon;  (5)  Continuing 
dessotis  too  long.    Chap.  IV.  2  credits  each. 

7.  State  in  brief  the  argument  of  Mr.  Hughes  on  the  follow- 
ing:   (1)  Tliinking  ^ne  teaching  of  a  subject  sufficient;    (2)  Supposing 

-^tecUng  ei-ror^  means  correcting  them.    Chap.  IV.    5  credits  each. 

8.  What  is  -said  of  the  following:  (1)  Trying  to  teach  too 
-much  in -a  single  lesson;  (2)  Paying  most  attention  to  smart  pupils; 
<3)  Accepting  partial  answers;    (4)  Repeating  answers.     Chap.  IV. 

21/2  credits  each. 

9.  Write  what  is  said  of  talking  too  much  while  teaching.  (2) 
^uote  :the  "Teacher's  Golden  Rule,"  and  the  sayings  of  Mr. 
JEughes,  Sir  William  Hamilton,  and  Horace  Mann,  relative  to  the 
-same  principle.    Chap.  IV.  5  credits  each. 

10.  Reproduce  the  substance  of  the  arguments  in  discussing 
the  f (lowing  mistakes:  (1)  Allowing  ''Yes''  and  "Vo,"  and  neglect- 
Ang  the  manners  and  deitoriment  of  pupils;  (2)  Tempting  pupils  by 
•the  self-repoitin<j  system.  5  credits  each. 


Tlie  questions  on  this  subject  for  the  September  examination 
^will  be  taken  from  Browning's  Educational  Theories,  published 
liy  E,  Xu  Kellogg  &  Co.,  68  East  Ninth  St.,  New  York. 


FOR  FIRST  GRADE  CERTIFICATES. 


The  preceding  examinations  on  Orthography,  Reading,  Com- 
position, Geography,  Pliysiology  and  Theory  and  Practice  were 
also  required  for  this  certificate. 


ARITHMETIC. 

Consolations  must  be  given;  answers  only  cannot  be  accepted^ 
Method  of  solution  must  be  counted  in  grading  each  example. 

NOTE — Ten  possible  credits  for  each  example. 

.1.  A  farmer  brought  to  market  3  jars  of  butter,  weighing- 
27,  29,  and  40  pounds,  respectively.  The  empty  jars  weighed  4^. 
4|,  and  7i  pounds.  The  butter  was  sold  for  $28.  Give  the 
price  per  pound  in  the  fraction  of  a  dollar. 

2.   Reduce  — r! —  XS+ -01  to  a  decimal.     Give  answer  correct 

to  six  decimal  figures. 

3-  Find  the  value  in  U.  S.  money  of  the  contents  of  a  purse- 
containing  35  sovereigns,  27  half-sovereigns,  13  crowns,  41  half- 
crowns,  a  guinea,  and  a  shilling. 

4.  Express  .65  of  a  pint  as  a  decimal  of  a  bushel. 

5.  Fifteen  persons  agree  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land,  but 
three  of  the  company  withdrawing,  the  investment  of  each  is  in- 
creased $150.    What  does  the  land  cost? 

6j  If  the  assessed  valuation  of  a  town  is  $2,360,000,  and  the 
town  has  640  polls,  paying  $1.50  each,  what  must  be  the  rate  of 
taxation  «in  order  to  raise  $10,400? 

7.  *  What  is  the  difference  between  the  present  worth  and 
proceeds  of  $560  due  in  2  yr.,  6  mo.,  at  6  per  cent? 

8.  If  5  horses  -eat  as  much  as  6  cattle,  and  8  horses  and  12 
cattle  eat  12  tons  of  hay  in  40  days,  how  much  hay  will  be  needed 
to  keep  7  horses  and  15  cattle  65  days? 

9.  If  a  globe  of  gold  1  inch  in  diameter  is  worth  $120,  what 
is  the  diameter  of  a  globe  of  gold  worth  $6400? 

10.  If  a  child  should  receive  1  cent  at  birth,  2  cents  on  the 
second  birthday,  4  cents  on  the  third,  etc.,  how  much  would  he  be 
worth  when  21  years  of  age? 
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ENGLISH    (iUAMMAlt. 

1.  ia)  Distiuguish  between  pnictical  an:l  teelinioa'.  G.aminar-.. 
ib)  Tell  which  should  be  taught  first,  and  give  reasons  for  youL.^- 
answer. 

2.  Separate  the  following  into  all  of  its  pi>pusiiio}is,  clauses  i. 
and  phrase,';  classify  and  tell  what  eacli  modifies: 

"Nobody  knew  how  the  fisherman  brown, 
With  a  look  of  despair  that  was  half  a  frown, 
Faced  his  fate  on  that  furious  night. 
Faced  the  mad  billows  with  hunger  white, 
Just  within  hail  of  a  beacon  light 
That  shone  on  a  woman  fair  and  trim 
Waiting  for  him.' 


»» 


3.  "Parse  in  full  in  the  above  sentence:  Jmu\  that  (wlierever  if- 
appears),  with  (both),  just,  faced  (second),  half,  kuew. 

4.  Write  each  pa7^t  of  speech  and  after  it  as  a  liead,  in  the  • 
order  of  stating  them  in  parsing,  all  the  proi)erties  and  accidents 
to  which  each  is  subject. 

5.     (a)  Only  what  kind  of  verbs  may  have  a  passive  voice,, 
and  why?    (&)  How  is  the  passive  voice  of  every  verl)  formed?  ' 

5  credits  each. 

6.     Write  a  short  sentence  and  illustrate  each  of  the  follow- 
ing uses  of  the  infinitive:    (1)  As  the  subject  of  a  sentence;    (2)  As 
the  object  of  a  verb;     (3)  As  the  object  of  a  preposition;     (4)  As 
the  complement  of  a  verb;    (5)  As  a  noun  appositive;    (6)  As  an. 
adjective;    (7)  As  an  adverb. 

7.  Write  a  short  sentence  in  which  a  uouu  clause  is  used;  (1) 
As  the  subject  of  a  sentence;  (2)  As  the  object  of  a  verb;  (3)  A» 
the  object  of  a  preposition;  (4)  As  a  complement  of  the  verb  be; 
(5)  As  an  appositive.  2  credits  each. 

8.  Write  two  sentences  and  illustrate  tlie  difference  between  . 
restrictive  and  non-restrictive  clauses.  ♦ 

9.  ia)  Givfe  four  classifications  of  sentences,  ib)  What  deter- 
mines the  classification  of  words,  phrases  an(J  clauses'} 

5  credits  each. 

10.  (a)  Which  two  parts  of  speech,  besid<'S  conjunctions,  may 
connect;  and  what  is  each  of  them  called?    (b)  Illustrate  each  by  :.- 
a  sentence. 

UNITED    STATES   HISTORY. 

1.  What  are  the  chief  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  study  - 
of  history,  and  what  subjects  should  be  taught  in  connection  witL  .a 
it.  10  credits. 

2.  Give  th'e  principal  epochs  in  the  history  of  what  is  now  — 
the  United  States.  10  credits. 

3.  Distinguish    between    the    Provincial,    Continental    and^ 
Federal  Congresses.  10  credits^ 
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4.  Give  the  meaning  and  origin  of  eaoli  of  tlie  following 
political  terms:  Loco-focos,  NuUiflmtion,  Free  toilers,  Know-nofh- 
ingSj  Underground  Railroad.  Secession,  Southern  Confederacy, 
Emuncipationy  Carpet-baggers,  Mugwumps.  1  a-edit  eacli. 

5.  (a)  Who  enunciated  the  doctrine,  "To  tlie  victors  belong 
Che  spoils?"  (6)  What  is  meant  by  "Civil  Service  Reform?''  (c) 
Under  whose  administration  was  the  latter  inaugurated?  (d) 
What  is  likely  to  be  the  outcome  of  it?  10  credits. 

6.  What  is  meant  by  tlie  *'Monroe  Doctrine?'*  What  recent 
•ccurence  made  this  question  prominent  again?     Explain. 

10  credits. 

7.  Write  five  questions  you  would  ask  a  class  about  the 
"Dred  Scott  Decision."  10  credits. 

8.  Give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  first  one  of  each  in  the  United 
States:  (a)  Railroad;  {h)  steamboat;  (c)  newspaper;  {d)  tele- 
(fraph;    (e)  cotton  gin.  2  credits  each. 

9.  What  do  you  understiind  by  the  "Resumption  Act"  of 
1879;  the  Sherman  Silver  Bill  repealed  by  special  session  of  Con- 
gress in  1893?  5  nrdits  each. 

10.  What  do  you  understand  by  "the  free  and  unlimited  coin- 
age of  silver  at  the  ratio  of  16  to  1  ?"  10  credits. 

CIVIL  govp:rnment. 

1.  (1)  What  State  took  the  first  step  leading  to  the  forma- 
tfion  of  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States?  (2)  Name 
the  time  and  place  fixed  by  the  commissioners  for  the  meeting  of 
the  first  Convention.  (3)  Why  did  the  attempt  fail?  (4)  When  and 
where  did  the  Convention  finally  meet?  (5)  State  why  the  organi- 
zation was  delayed,  and  who  was  elected  president,  and  the 
length  of  the  session. 

2  credits  each. 

2.  (1)  The  ratification  of  how  many  States  wore  necessary  to 
adopt  the  Constitution?  (2)  How  many  ratified  w.^thin  a  year? 
^3)  When  was  the  first  election  held  under  it?  (4)  What  prevented 
Congress  from  organizing  and  the  President  from  being  in- 
augurated at  the  date  fixed,  March  4th,  1789?  (5)  When  and 
w^here  was  he  finally  inaugurated? 

2  credits  each. 

3.  (1)  Give  the  six  reasons  set  forth  in  the  preamble  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Constitution.  (2)  How  many  Articles  in  the 
original  instrument?  (3)  How  many  since  added  by  amendments? 
M)  How  many  amendments  were  proposed  by  the  fli*st  Congress? 
(6)  Which  three  were  offered  and  declared  ratified  to  free  and  to 
adjust  the  negro  to  citizenship? 

2  credits  each. 

4.  (1)  Name  the  branches  of  government  established  by  the 
Constitution.  (2)  Show  wherein  the^e  branches  are  not  entirely 
Independent  of  each  other.  (3)  Name  the  two  bodies  created  con- 
itituting  the  first  branch  of  government.  (4)  Wh^it  are  both  to- 
gether called?    (5)  How  often  is  this  body  required  to  m.^et? 

2  credits  each. 
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5.  Why  is  the  House  of  Representatives  so  called?  (2)  State 
three  couditious  of  eligibility  therein.  {'A)  Give  the  number  of 
members  in  the  first  Congress.  (4)  When  was  the  first  census 
taken?  (5)  What  was  approximately  the  population  of  the  United 
States,  and  what  .was  the  primary  object 'of  this  census? 

2  credits  each. 

6.  (1)  Give  approximately  the  population  of  the  Eleventh 
•census;  the  number  of  members  in  the  present  House.  (2)  What 
population  was  made  the  basis  of  the  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives after  the  first  census;  what  after  the  eleventh?  (3) 
Can  a  non-resident  of  a  Congressional  district  be  elected  and  serve 
It  in  Congress?  (4)  What  three  exclusive  powers  are  granted  the 
House  of  Representatives?  (5)  How  many  times  has  the  House 
of  Representatives  elected  a  president,  and  under  what  circum- 
stances may  a  State  have  no  voice  in  such  election? 

2  credits  each. 

7.  How  many  members  now  compose  the  United  States 
Senate?  (2)  Who  are  eligible;  how  are  they  elected,  and  how  did 
It  happen  that  the  Constitution  did  not  require  their  election  by 
popular  vote?  (3)  Who  is  its  presiding  oflScer;  when  must  the 
Chief  Justice  preside?  (4)  What  executive  and  what  judiciaj  func- 
tions performed  by  this  body?  (5)  Under  what  circumstances 
may  a  State  lose  its  vote  in  the  election  of  a  Vice-President? 

2  credits  each. 

8.  (1)  Why  is  it  that  State  Legislatures  frequently  instruct 
their  Senators  and  request  their  Representatives  to  support  certain 
national  measures?  (2)  How  long  must  a  foreigner  live  in  this 
country  before  eligible  to  the  Senate?  (3)  What  is  the  salary  of  a 
Senator;  a  Representative?  (4)  What  are  the  salaries  of  Vice- 
President  and  Speaker  of  tlie  House?  (5)  Under  wh.-it  conditions 
may  a  Governor  appoint  a  Senator. 

2  credits  each. 

0.  Give  three  processes  by  which  a  bill  may  become  a  na- 
tional law.  10  credits. 

10.  (!)  Show  the  points  of  agreement  and  how  State  govern- 
Tuents  are  all  built  on  the  plan  of  the  general  government.  (2) 
Mention  the  Executive  ofticers  of  a  State  and  the  primary  duties 
of  each.  5  credits  each. 

ALGEBRA. 

1.  (1)  Define  Algebra.    (2)  Express  the  multiplication  of  a,  b 
and  c,  in  three  ways.     (3)  Express  the  division  of  a  by  6  in  two 
ways.    (4)    Write  x  with   a  numerical  coefficient;   with   a   literal 
coefficient;  with  a  literal  exponent.     (5)  Express  the  fourth  root  of 
^3;  the  reciprocal  of  a  -\-  b.  2  credits  each. 

2.  Express  by  algebraic  symbols:  (1)  x  equals  the  sum  of  a 
and  b;  (2)  x  is  less  than  the  sum  of  rt  and  ft;  (3)  a?  is  greater  than 
the  sum  of  a  and  ft;  (4)  a?  is  not  equal  to  y;  (5)  a?  is  not  greater 
than  y;  (6)  x  is  not  less  than  ?/;  (7)  make  the  sign  of  deduction 
(meaning  therefore).;  the  sign  of  continuation  (meaning  and  so  on); 
(8)  name  the  four  signs  of  aggregation;  (9)  in  the  trinomial  2  a2 — 
hZ  -I-  3  c,  tell  the  sign  of  2  a2,  the  coefficient  of  ft3,  and  the  exponent 
of  3  c;  (10)  Give  three  brief  rules  embodying  your  answers  to 
sub-question  "(9)."  1  credit  each. 
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3.  (1)  Add:    (a),2a-^  (+ a);(6),  2a  +  (— ci);  (c),  -  2a+ (+a);(d), 
-  2a+{--a). 

(2).    Subtract:      (a),   2  a  -  -  (+  a);  (6),  2  a  —  (—  a):  (c).    -  2  a  — 
(+a);(dj,  -2  a  — (-a). 

(3).  Multiply:    (a),  a  X  (+  6);    (6),    -  a  X  (+  6),   (c),   a  X  (—  b)i 
(d),  —  a  X  (—6). 

(4).  Divide:    (a),  a6  -!-  (+  a);  (b),  —  ab-i-  (—a);  (c),  —  a6-i-  (+a); 
(d),  ab  -7-   (—  a). 

(5).  Explain  all  the  algebraic   meanings  of  the  signs  plus  and 
minus.  2  credits  each, 

4.  Resolve  each  of  the  following  factors  into  four  factors: 

(1),  1-  -m«;  (2),  X*  +  7  x^  +  9  x^  —  7  X  —  10.  5  credits  each, 

5.  Find  each  the  G.  C.  D.  and  L.  C   M.  of  6  x"^  -- 13  a;  +  6.  2  x^ 
+  5  a*  —  12,  and  Q  x^  —  x —  12.  5  credits  each, 

6.  Reduce  to  its  simplest  form  I U-( 1- 


\m — n       m — w     ^m-^n       m — n/. 

10  credits. 

14      7  21      6 

7.  Solve  the  equations h  -  —  4 J. =  1. 

X       y  X       \  to  credits, 

8.  A  and  B  together  earn  $50  in  eight  days;  A  and  C  together, 
$69  in  12  days;  B  and  C  together,  $55  in  10  days.  How  much  can 
each  earn  in  a  day?  10  credits. 

1  1  X 

9.  Find  the 'value  of  ic  in —"T  X7 — - —  -+ t^  =rr  =  -. 

^+^2  —  x^       ^^  —  ^2  —  x^  2 

10  credits, 

10.  A  certain  number  of  sheep  were  bought  for  $468;  but, 
after  8  of  them  have  been  reserved,  the  rest  were  sold  at  an  ad- 
vance of  $1  a  head,  and  $12  were  gained  on  the  lot.  How  many 
sheep  were  bought?  10  credits. 


PHYSICAL  GEOGRAPHY. 

1.  (1)  Distinguish  between  Mathematical,  political,  and  physi- 
cal Geography.  (2)  Name  six  other  sciences  closely  akin  to  and 
partly  treated  in  Physical  Geography.  5  credits  each. 

i2.     Give  the  following  in  regard  to  the  earth:     (1)  Its  form; 

(2)  Its  Polar  and  mean  Equatorial  diameters;  (3)  Its  surface  in 
square  miles,  and  volume  in  cubic  miles;  (4)  Its  relative  cubical 
contents  and  mass  as  compared  with  the  sun;  (5)  The  source  from 
which  its  losing  heat  is  largely  restored.  2  credits  each. 

3.  Define:  (1)  Agonic  line;  (2)  Isogonic  lines;  (3)  IsocUnical 
lities;    (4)  Magnetic  storms;    (5)  Mercator's  Projection. 

2  credits  each. 

4.  (1)  What  is  relief?  (2)  Give  the  total  relief  of  the  earth 
in  miles,  and  the  proportion  betw^een  that  and  the  earth's  radius; 

(3)  Tell  the  effects  of  erosion;  (4)  Under  what  circumstances 
might  there  be  no  land?    (5)  Classify  islands.  2  credits  each. 
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5.  (1)  Describe  the  coral  polyp,  and  coral  reef  building.  (2> 
Give  the  theory  of  atolls.  5  vredits  each. 

6.  Define  Seismology.  (2)  Give  the  modern  theory  of  earth- 
quakes, and  their  effects  at  sea.  5  credits  each. 

7.  (1)  Explain  the  nature  of  waves,  how  produced,  move- 
ment, extreme  heij?ht  and  velocity,  duration,  depth  of  disturb- 
ance, etc.  (2)  Explain  the  phenomena  of  tides;  solar,  lunar,  spring 
and  neap  tides,  height  at  different  places;  bores  and  maelstrom, 

5  credits  each. 

8.  (1)  Define  climate,  and  state  the  chief  conditions  which  de-^ 
termine  the  climate  of  a  place.  (2)  Tell  how  winds  are  produced; 
give  the  starting  place  pf  cyclones,  and  draw  the  distinction  be- 
tween cyclones  and  tornadoes.  5  credits  each. 

9.  (1)  Define  vapor,  and  tell  how  water  is  held  in  the  air. 
(2)  Explain  what  is  meant  by  the  "dew  point,"  and  state  the  con- 
ditions and  in  what  forms  vapor  is  precipitated.     5  credits  each. 

10.  (1)  Tell  what  is  meant  by  the  flora  of  a  country,  and  tell 
the  conditions  which  effect  flora.  (2)  Explain  what  is  meant  by 
the  fauna  of  a  country,  and  name  some  of  the  animals  commom 
to  the  several  faunal  regions.  5  credits  each. 


dUESTIOINS  FOR  STATE  CERTIFICATES 


Used   January   1898. 


'**Too  low  they  build  who  build  beneath  the  stars." — YouDg. 


NOTICE  TO  EXAMINEES. 

1.  A  fee  of  one  dollar  not  refundable  and  an  endorsement  of 
3good  character  must  be  handed  the  examiner. 

2.  Use  legal  cap  paper,  pen  and  ink;  number  and  letter  an- 
swers to  correspond  with  questions;  fasten  together  all  papers  on 
the  same  subject. 

3.  The  whole  examination  must  be  completed  within  one 
3rear,  or  no  credit  will  be  allowed  on  any  subject  passed  on 
ionger  than  twelve  months. 


gp:ometry. 

{From  Robinson's  Neic  Geometry.) 

1.  I>raw  and  define  each  of  the  quadrilaterals. 

,  2  credits  each. 

2.  Define:  (a)  Altitude  of  a  polygon;  (b)  equivalent  magni- 
tudes;   (c)  similar  figures;    (d)  an  arc;    (e)  a  proposition;  {f)  a prob- 

iem;   is)  a  theorem;  (h)  a  hypothesis;  {\)  a  corollary;    (j)  a  postulate, 

1  credit  each. 

3.  Demonstrate:  The  sum  of  the  three  angles  of  any  triangle 
1b  equal  to  two  right  angles.  10  credits. 

4*  Demonstrate:  If  in  any  triangle  a  line  be  drawn  from  any 
:angle  to  the  middle  of  the  opposite  side,  twice  the  square  of  this 
line,  together  with  twice  the  square  of  one  half  of  the  side  bisect- 
•ed,  will  be  equivalent  to  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  other  two 
«ides,  20  credits. 

5.  Demonstrate :  An  angle  at  the  circumference  of  any  circle 
is  measured  by  one  half  of  the  arc  on  which  it  stands.  20  credits. 

6.  Problem:  Two  parallel  chords  in  a  circle  are  8  feet  each, 
And  their  distance  apart  is  6  feet;  what  is  the  radius  of  the  circle? 

10  credits. 

7.  Problem:  How  far  can  a  keeper  in  a  light  house  200  feet 
above  the  sea  level  see  a  man  in  the  water,  assuming  the  diame- 
ter of  the  earth  to  be  8,000  miles?  10  credits. 

8.  Demonstrate:  Any  triangular  pyramid  is  one-third  of  the 
t^xiangular  prism  having  the  same  base  and  equal  altitude. 

'10  credits. 
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TRIGONOMETRY. 
{From  Robinson's.) 

1 .  Draw  a  figure,  name  and  describe  each  of  the  trt^fOBOEnetricftl 
lines,  or  circular  functions.  ICT  crvdits: 

2.  Conceive  the  radius  unity  and  find  the  value  of  each  func- 
tion in  terms  of  the  other.  20-  credit 9, 

3.  Give  the  algebraic  signs  of  all  the  circular  functions  ini 
each  puadrant.  20  credits. 

4.  Proposition:  In  any  triangle,  the  sines  of  the  angles  ar^ 
to  one  another  as  the  sides  opposite  to  them.  2^a  credits, 

5^    Problem:    In  a  right-angled  triangle,  ABC,  given  the  base* 
AB,  1214,  and  the  angle  A,  51©  40'  30",  to  find  the  otlier  Darts. 
[Give    proportions    simply,    as    logarithms    cannot    be    used.]} 

la  credits. 

6.  Explain  logarithms.  Tell  how  mnltiplicatUms,  divisions,, 
raising  to  poxcers,  and  the  extraction  of  roots,  may  be  performed  by^ 
logarithms.  10  credits. 

7,  Problem:      In  a  plane  triangle,  the  side  ACr=175,l,  CB  = 
1257.5,  AB=  2364.5,  find  the  angles.     [^'^  the  formula  for  eo8ine«i 
and  wo**k  correctly  to  the  use  of  logarithms.]  10  credits. 

PHYSICS. 

{From  Steele's  Popular  Physics.) 

1.  Name  fivf'  general  properties  of  matter.  Define  ffve  sfecifiigf 
properties  of  matter.  1  credit  each. 

2.  (a)  Give  the  three  laws  of  motion,  db)  Explain  circular- 
motion;  reflected  motion.  5  credits  each. 

3.  (a)  Draw  a  diagram  and  show  how  a  nearly  we»t  wind? 
may  drive  a  sail-boat  north,  (b)  Why  will  a  rifle  bait  make  a 
round  hole  in  a  pane  of  glass  while  a  stone  thrown  against  it  will 
shatter  it?  5  credits  each. 

4.  Give  the  law  of  capillarity;  distinguish  bet\veen>  direct 
and  reversed  capillarity,    (b)  Give  the  three  laws  of  tceight: 

5  credits  each. 

5.  (a)  A  man  on  the  earth  (4.000  miles  front  tlie  centred 
weighs  200  lbs.,  what  would  he  weigh  2,000  miles  abi>ve  tlW  sur- 
face? (b)  How  high  is  a  precipice  if  it  takes  10  seconds  for  a 
stone  to  fall  to  its  base?  5  credits  each. 

6..  Illustrate  the  three  classes  of  levers;  give  the  law  of  equi- 
librium. 10  credits. 

7.  Draw  a  diagram  and  illustrate  the  principle  of  the  hydro- 
static press.  10  credits. 

8.  (a)  A  water  tower  81  ft.  high  has  an  orifice  at  the  base,, 
what  will  be  the  velocity  of  a  jet?  (b)  What  will  be  the  number* 
of  cubic  fept  of  water  discharged  in  10  seconds  if  the  orifice  nave^ 
an  area  of  ^4  a  square  foot?  5  credits  each. 

9..  (a)  Describe  a  rainbow,  (b)  Why  are  they  circular  r  whjr 
always  opposite  the  sun;  why  are  there  primary  and"  «=5econdar^r 
bows?  5  credits  each. 

10.  (a)  Distinguish  between  frictional  and  voltaic  electricity. 
<b)  Explain  Rhtimkorff's  coil.  S  credits  each.. 
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ZOOLOGY. 

(From  Steele^s  Popular  Zooloyif.) 

1^    (a)  Define  organic    matter,    arid    give    the    kingdoms  into 
Tvhlch  organisms  are  divided,     (b)  Of  what  does  Zoology  treat? 

5  credits  each. 

2.     Illustrate  the  six  classifications  of  the  animal  kingdom  he- 
:ginning  with  the  swallow  as  a  spt^cies.  10  credits. 

Qj  Define  the  following  branches  of  inirrtvhrates:  (1)  proto- 
:i;oa;  (2)  porifcra;  (3)  coelenterata;  (4)  echinodermata;  <5)  cermcs; 
(6)  moUusea;    (7)  arthropoda.  10  credits. 

'4.  Name  the  branch,  class  and  order  to  which  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing belongs:  (1)  common  sponge:  (2)  jelly-fish;  (3)  star- 
fish;   (4)  tape-icorm;    (5)  mosquito.  2  credits  each. 

5*  Give  the  chief  points  of  distinction  between  inirrt(bra!c8 
and  vertebrates.  10  credits. 

6.,    Give  reasons  for  sub-dividing  the  vertebrates  into  each  of 
the  following  ten  classes:  acrania,  eyclostama,elasmobranchii,  gfinol- 
dei,  teleostei,  dipnoi,  batrachia,  reptilia,  aves,  mammalia;   or    define 
each.  20  credits. 

1..  Give  class  and  order  of  each  of  the  fallowing:  sting-ray, 
-cat-fish,  swell-fish,  bull-frog,  rattlesnake.  2  o'cdifs  each. 

8.  Give  the  order,  genus  and  species  of  each  of  the  following 
mammalia,  and  the  reason  for  each  distinction  in  classification: 
<1)  Kavgaroo;     (2)  horse;     (3)  mastiff;     (4)  gorilla;     (5)  man. 

2  credits  each. 

9.  (a)  Discuss  migrations  of  birds;  (b)  homologies  of  the  vertc- 
4)rates.  5  credits  each. 

BOTANY. 

{From  Gray^s  Lessons  in  Botany.) 

'1.  (a)  Distinguish  between  Systematic  and  Structural  Botany; 
ih)  Explain  the  terms  morphology,  histology,  and  vegetable  physi- 
ology. 5  credits  each. 

8.  Take  flax  and  illustrate  in  various  ways  the  advantages 
of  a  pattern  plant.  10  credits. 

3.  Define:  cotyledon,  cauUcle,  plumule,  node,  calyx,  sepal,  sta- 
men, pistil,  stigma,  anther,  and  other  technical  terms  used  in  the 
above  illustration.  10  credits. 

4.  Draw  diagrams  and  illustrate  ten  kinds  of  buds. 

10  credits. 

5.  Describe  the  functions  of  each  and  name  some  plants  that 
lias  each  of  the  following  kinds  of  roots:  tap,  multiple,  primary, 
secondary,  fibrous,  fleshy,  napiform,  fusiform,  fascicled,  aerial,  root 
liairs.  2  credits. 

6.  Explain  the  meaning  of  the  following  terms  used  in  con- 
nection with  stems:  herbaceous,  arboreous,  diffuse,  decumbent,  assur- 
igent,  culm,  caudex,  stolon,  offset,  rootstock.  2  credits  each. 
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7^  Draw  diagrams  and  describe  leaves  as  to  tlie  following 
particulars:  iljrenatioti;  {2)  general  outline;  {'6)  apex  and  base;  (4) 
Uipules;    (5)  phyllotaxy.  2  credits  each. 

8.  Analyze  each  of  the  following,  making  all  possible  classi- 
fications: orange,  pineapple,  watermelon,  Irish  potato,  onion. 

2  credits  each. 

LATIN. 

1.  xVd  haoc  Caesar  respondit:  'Se  niagis  consiietiidine  sua 
quam  merito  eorum  civit^iteni  conservaturum,  si  prius  quam 
murum  aries  attigisset  se  dedidissent:  sed  deditionis  nullani  esse 
condicionem  nisi  armis  traditis.  Se  id  quod  in  Nerviis  fecisset 
facturum,  finitiniisque  imporaturum,  ne  quam  dediticiis  populi 
Romani  injuriam  inferrent'  Ke  uuntiata  ad  suos,  quae  impera- 
rentur  facere  dixerunt.  10  credits. 

2.  Decline  the  above,  se,  aries,  nuUam,  arniis,  re.    10  credits. 

3.  (a)  What  part  of  speech  is  conscrxaturum'i  (b)  How  is 
such  discourse  usually  expressed?  10  credits. 

4.  Give  the  principal  parts  of  attigisset,  dedidissent,  fecisset, 
inferrent.    Whj'  is  each  in  the  Subjunctive  mood?      10  credits. 

5.  Give  the  case  and  construction  of  each:  se  (second  one), 
deditionis,  traditis,  finitiniisque,   imperaturum,  dedititiis,   populi. 

10  credits. 

6.  Ausus  quinetiam  voces  jactare  per  umbram 
Implevi  clamore  vias:  moestusque  Creusam 
Nequicquam  ingeminans,  iterumque  iterumque-vocavi. 
Quaerenti,  et  tectis  urbis  sine  fine  furenti, 

Infelix  simulacrum,  atque  ipsius  umbra  Creusae 

Visa  mihi  ante  oculos,  et  nota  major  imago. 

Obstupui,  steteruntque  comae,  et  vox  faucibus  haesit. 

Tum  stc  affari,  et  curas  his  demere  dictis: 

Quid  tantum  insano  juvat  indulgere  dolori, 

O  dulcis  conjux?  non  haec  sine  numine  Divum 

Eveniunt:  nee  te  comitem  asportare  Creusam 

Fas,  aut  ille  sinit  superi  regnator  Olympi. 

I^onga  tibi  exilia,  et  vastum  maris  aequor  arandum. 

Ad  terram  Hesperiam  venies,  ubi  Lydius  arva 

Inter  opima  virum  leni  fluit  agmine  Tybris. 

lUic  res  laetae,  regnumque,  et  regia  conjux 

Parta  tibi:  lachrymas  dilectae  pelle  Creusae.      20  credits. 

7.  Give  principal  parts  of  ausus,  implevi,  visa,  ohslupifi,  stete- 
runt.  »  ^  10  credits. 

8.  Parse  in  full  quaerenti,nota,  affari,  demere,  arandum,  virum, 
leni,  parta,  pelle,  Creusae.  20  credits. 

RHETORIC. 
(From  Quackenbos.) 

1.  What  is  the  province  and  object  of  rhetoric?    10  credits. 

2.  Give  the  elements  and  standards  of  taste.  10  credits. 

3.  Name  the  sources  of  the  pleasures  of  the  imagination. 

10  credits. 
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4.  Name  the  essential  elements  of  the  sublime  in  writing. 

^  10  credits, 

5.  Name  the  elements  of  beauty;  contrast  sublimity  with 
beauty.  10  credits. 

6.  Name  two  figures  of  orthography;  eight  of  etymology;  five 
of  syntax.  10  credits. 

7.  Define  sixteen  of  the  principal  figure**  of  rhetoric;  illus- 
trate each  by  a  short  example.  20  credits. 

8.  Name  the  different  varieties  and  the  essential  properties 
of  style.    Give  directions  for  forming  a  good  style.     20  credits. 

ENGLISH  LITP:RATURE. 
{From  Rev.  Htopford  Brooke.) 

1.  Give  a  sketch  of  the  author,  and  an  outline  of  the  Canter- 
bury Tales.  5  credits  each. 

2.  Name  the  authors  with  their  literary  works  that  greatly 
influenced  prose  literature  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII. 

10  credits. 

3.  Give  a  sketch  of  the  youth  and  manhood  of  the  author  of 
the  Faerie  Queen.  10  credits. 

4.  What  is  said  of  the  decay  of  the  dramal  Name  some  of 
the  dramas  written  by  Ben  Jonson,  and  how  does  he  compare 
with  Shakespeare?  5  credits  each. 

5.,  -Name  and  describe  the  writings  of  Jeremy  Taylor;  Rich- 
ard Baxter.       i  5  credits  each. 

6.  Give  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  John  Milton.  Give  the  charac- 
teristics of  Paradise  Lost  and  of  Paradise  Regained. 

5  credits  each. 

7.  Give  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  Alexander  Pope;  a  summary 
of  his  writings;  their  design  and  effect.  10  credits. 

8.  What  were  the  Tatler,  Spectator  and  Guardian;  what  their" 
influence  upon  the  people;  who  the  principal  writers?    10  credits. 

9j  (a)  Name  the  principal  prose  writers  between  1745  and 
1832.  (b)  Give  a  brief  outline  of  two  of  the  principal  literary 
works.  5  credits  each. 

10.    Couple  the  author  with  thne  following  and  give  a  suffi- 
cient summary  of  two  of  them  to  show  that  you  have  read  each: 
The  Religious  Affections;  Poor   Richard's   Almanac;    The  Spy;    The 
Sketch  Book;  Psalm  of  Life;  We  and  Our  Neighbors;  The  Seven  Oaks; 
The  Circuit  Rider;  Little  Women;  Sights  and  Insights.    10  credits. 

PSYCHOLOGY. 
(From  Sully's  Outlines.) 

1.  Define  psychology;  show  its  relation  to  physiology  and 
education.  10  credits. 

2.  (a)  How  is  the  mind  divided  for  purposes  of  study?  (b> 
Explain  the  relation  between  these  psych  leal  factors. 

5  credits  each. 

3.  Distinguish  between  senses  and  sensations,  (b)  Treat  of 
the  range  and  origin  of  instinct  in  man.  5  credits  each. 
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4. .  (a)  Define  and  give  the  general  functions  of,  attention. 
<b)  Howniay  tlie  teaclier  train  tlie  attention  of  pupils? 

6  credits  each. 

6.  (a)  Define  perception;  (b)  Distinguish  between  a  prenyl 
and  a  concept;  between  perception  and  conception. 

5  credits  each. 

6.  (a)  Define  memory-  (b)  Give  some  of  the  general  condi- 
tions necessary  to  reproduction,  and  tell  how  memory  may  be  cul- 
tivated. 5  credits  each. 

7.  (a)  Distinguish  betT\een  inductive  and  deductive  reasoning. 
(b)  Explain  the  mental  process  in  reasoning.         5  credits  each. 

8.  Distinguish  between  feelings  and  emotions;  (b)  desire  and 
motive.  5  credits  each. 

9.  ShoAV  the  relation  between  habit  and  volition. 

10  credits. 

10.  Is  the  icill  free?    Give  arguments  pro  and  con. 

10  credits. 

GENERAL  HISTORY. 
(From  8  win  ton's  Outlines  of  the  World's  History.) 

1.    Narrate  the  career  of  Alexander  the  Great.      10  "ledits. 

•2.  What  of  the  character  and  effect  upon  the  world  of  (llreek 
literature,  philosophy  and  art?  10  credit!*. 

3.  Relate  the  origin  and  spread  of  Christianity.      10  credits. 

4.  Give  the  rise  and  origin  of  the  Saracens;  their  influence 
upon  literature,  science  and  art.  10  credits. 

5.  Relate,  in  brief,  the  origin,  history  and  decline  of  Feudal- 
ism. 10  credits. 

6.  Tell  the  design,  date,  number  and  results  of  the  Crusades. 

10  credits. 

7.  Tell  the  causes^  name  the  participants,  and  state  the  result fc 
of  the  Thirty  Years  War.  10  credits. 

8.  Tell  the  story  of  TJie  French  Revolution;  the  causes,  the  chief 
uctors,  the  atrocities,  the  close,  the  political  effect.  20  credits. 

9.  Relate  the  Restoration  of  the  German  Empire. 

10  credits. 


CttftFieR  IV. 


Statistical  Reports  of  County  Superintendents 

for  1896-7  Tabulated. 


Tlie  facts  presented  in  the  following  Tables  are  as  full  and 
^=^8  absolutely  correct  as  it  was  possible  to  make  them  from  the 
•^ata  furnished  in  County  Superintendents'  reports. 

Some  itenis,  omitted  in  the  statistics  of  this  year,  will  be 
^ound  in  the  Tables  of  the  succeeding  year,  being  of  such  na- 
ture that  it  is  deemed  sufficient  to  present  such  facts  only  bi- 
-ennially. 

Other  facts  are  not  given  because  the  reports  from  some 
-counties  were  obviously  defective  relative  to  such  data. 
County  Superintendents,  however,  are  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  constantly  mqreasing  care  empjoyed  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  their  reports.  Their  reports  are  manifestly  neater, 
more  correct,  and  give  less  cause  for  complaint  than  they  did 
in  former  vears. 

The  effort  has  been  made  to  so  tell  the  story  of  education 
that  the  student  of  statistics  may  Hnd  all  he  may  wish  to 
know,  and  to  present  it  in  such  form  that  one  accustomed  to 
^ift  truths  oat  of  Statistical  Tables  rliay  learn  the  educational 
work  and  the  real  condition  of  the  State  with  facilitv. 

In  the  following  Tables  all  averages  and  percentages  are 
•correct  within  a  fraction  of  one  or  less. 

The  showing  presented  denotes  healthy  progress  in  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  education,  but  when  compared  with  the 
work  of  many  other  States,  the  fact  is  clearly  discernible  that 
^  great  responsibility  is  yet  to  be  met,  it'  it  be  the  aim  of 
.Florida  to  rank  with  her  more  enthusiastic  sisters  in  the  divine 
work  of  elevating  the  masses  through  public  edttcation. 

The  imperative  need  for  more  money  and  long^er  school 
terms  is  apparent  to  the  eye  of  an  informed  educator  in  nearly 
-every  Table. 
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TABLE  r.— Showing,  U)  XuuiIh?!*  of  SlIiooU;  (2)  Total  TopuB^i 
.Uod;  i3)  School  Population,  ail  by  Races. 


No. 
of  Schools. 


School   I'opulatioj 
Total  I*opulaiion.       l«  to  21  years   ui 
Census  «jf  1S95.        ;   age./ 

Census  of  18%. 


1896-97. 
COUNTIES 


c 


V 


c 

u 

be 

V 


o 


'.c 


c 


In   State.. l2.46" 

Alachua I    IJJ 

Baker.. 1,    30 

Bradford i    55 

49 

27 


Brevard. 
Calhoun. 


Citrus..    . 
Clay..    .. 
Columbia. 
Dade..   .. 
UeSoto.. 


Duval . .  . 
Escambia. 
Franklin., 
(ladsden.. 
Hamilton. 


Hernando..    . 
Hillsborough. 
Holmes..   .. 
Jackson..   .. 
Jefferson..    .. 


Lafayette. 
Lake..   .. 
I-ee..    .. 
Leon..    .. 
Levy..   .. 


Liberty 16 

Madison 91 

Manatee 35 

Marion I  HI 

Monroe I  11 


7|l,848|619i*464.639 

72  45  28,25: 1 

27  3  3,712 

45  10  9.499 

40  9'  4.5581 

20  7i  3,2741 


35 
51 
74 
23 

60 

87 

59 

6 

70 
63 

19 
95 
39 
94 
56 

44 
63 
16 
71 
54 


Nassau. 
Orange. 
Osceola. 
i*a.sco.  , 
Polk..   . 


Fiitnam..   .. 
St.  Johns.. 
Santa  Rosa. 
Sumter..    .. 
Suwannee.. 


Taylor. .    . . 
Volusia..   .. 
Wakulla..    . 
Walton..    .. 
Washington. 


57 
65 
29 
41 
84 

71 
37 
66 
45 
85 

34 
59 
32 
72 
69 


271 .561 1193,039 ,  152. 598i86. 196{66,402 
13.6391  14,5681 


29 
44 

49 
19 

58 

53 

42 

4 

40| 
45 

15 
79 
38 
56 
27 

43 
49 
15 
33 
41 

12 
57 
33 
74 
9 

40 
49 
25 

38 

78 

47 
30 
58 
35 
68 


25 
4 

9 

34 
17 
2 
30 
18 

4 

16 
1 

38 
29 

1 
14 

1 

38 
13 

4 
34 

2 
37 

2 

17 

16 

4 

3 

6 

24 

7 

8 

10 

27 


33 

441  15 
221  " 
63 
60 


10 
9 

91' 


4,261 
5,200 
12,935 
3,322 
6,418 

34.766 
22.503 

4,475 
13.683 

9,991 

2,940 
31,362 

6,232 
21.930 
15,007 

3,783 

8,349 

♦2,225 

19,597 

7,534 

2,079 
13,660 

3,830 
21,875 
17,167 

8,843 

12.459 

8.394 

4,697 

1(0.983 

11,381 
7,708 
8,914 
5.308 

12,544 

3.062 
11.4801 
3.700 
7,962 
7.820 


2.9861 
7,142| 
3,731 1 
2,4361 

2,618| 

3,723 

6,294 

2.148 

6.018 

14,871 

12,848 

2,344 

4.827 

5.353 

1,826 
24,046 
6,774 
9,646 
3,276 

3,445 
6.180 
2.084 
3,347 
6,164 

1,151 

6,923 

3,548 

10.284 

11,935 

4.285 
8,624 
2,723 
4,174 
9,207 

6,550 
6.125 
6,572 
3,743 
6,838 

2,842 
7.240 
1.977 
6,826 

6.228[ 


7261 
2.357, 

8271 

838| 

1.643( 
1.4771 
6.6411 
1,174 
400 

19,895 
9.655 
2.131 

•  8,866 
4,638 

1,114 

7,316 

458 

12.284 

11,731 

338 

2.169 

102 

16.250 

2,370 

928 
7,737 

282 

11.591 

6,232 

4.558 

3.835 

671 

523 

1,776 

4,831 
2.583 
2,342 
1.665 
6,706 

220 
4,240 
1,723 
1,136 
1.592 


9.083 
1.374 
2.926 
1.238 
1,063 

947 
1,722 
4,515 

640 
2,466 

,10,482 

7,036 

967 

;  5,048 
3,123 

1.051 
'  8,108 
,  2.377 
'   7,663 

6.549 

1.224 

2,281 

677 

9.261 

;  2,619 

I 

687 

,  6,917 

'  1.249 

I  7,727 

4,613 


I  3.9451 

.1.148 

2,285 

1.000 

842 

732 
1.352 
2.277 

649 
2,405 

4.228 
4,184 
544 
1,738 
2,005 

620 
6,547 
2.296 
3,391 
1,271 


2,749 
3,098 
1.083 
1.426 
3,409 

3.477 
2,166 
3,612 
1,761 
4,660 

1,136 
2.526 
1,231 
2.966 
2,867 


5.13& 
22& 
641 
238. 
241 

215. 

370  - 

2.288— 

91 

61 

6.254=- 
2.J 


3.31 
1,11 


1,200 

1.696 

654 

912 

1,638[ 

3M 
2,195 
1,183 
3,162 
3,277 

1.413 
2,061 

1,3^ 
3.019 

1,828 
1,477 
2.631 
1,266 
2,426 

1.074 
1.641 
658 
2.506 
2.273 


43SL 


1. 


4.272- 
6.278^ 

24 
585. 

2S 
8.»» 

881 

3.722 

4.665 
1.33(^ 

1.336 

1.03T 

15$ 

890 

1,651 
680 
881 
496^ 

2.235. 

61 
8& 
673^ 
46» 
684 


*39  Indians  included  in  totals. 
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BLE  IL— Sliovriog,  (1)  Ehirolim-'Ot  by  Race;  (3)  By  Sex  and  Race; 
(H)  P^TcentHge  of  School  Population  (6  to  31)  Enrolled. 


Knrollnient 
by  Race. 


Knrollment  by 
Sex  and  Race. 


Per  cent,  of 
School  Pop- 
ulation En- 
rolled 


1S96^7. 

* 

O  UNTIES 


Males. 


Females. 


I  ■  — 


c 

w 
M 


V 


o 


o 

w 

be 


, 

'/J 

V 

u 

c« 

X 

• 

«.* 

A 

^^ 

X 

O 

n 

^ 

o 

u 


Lake. 
Lee  . 
Leon. 
Levy 


Xiberty  .. 
Madison . . 
Manatee.. 
Marion  . . 
-Monroe.. 


Nassau 

Orange 
Osceola 
Pasco.. 
Polk   ., 


Putnam  ..   . 
St.  Johns.  . 
Santa  Rosa 
Sumter   . .   . 
Suwannee  , 


..J 


I' 

p 

•'J 


••• 
••J  I 


JnStote.. 

■^lachua   . .   . 

«aker 

^'^dford,    . . 

^revard..    ,, 

""^-^Ihoun.,    .. 

"Citrus , 

"C^lay . .    . ,    . . 
Clolunibia 
-Xl>ade. .    . .  .  .- 

-iJeSoto   .-    .. 

iJuval..    ..    . 

Hscambia.   . . 

-Franklin..  ,, 

X^adsden . .    . . 

Hamilton    .. 


Hernando  ..  .\\ 
Hillsborous^  .  . 
Holmes..    ..    ..|:| 

Jackson  

Lafayette.   ,.    . 
Jefferson.    ..    . 


.J  1^.5191 

. I    5,7o0| 
,\       5631 
2.497 
1.0361 
833 


7981 
1,5201 
3.3771 

717 
|i    2,070| 


.\ 


••( 


.1 


•      •  • 


'1 


::J 


Taylor.   ,. 
Volusia  .. 

AVakulla I 

^Valton 3 

AVa^ingtoa  .    .\ 


6.20? 
3.809 
5781 
3,463 
2.023 

627 
4.720 
1,7181 
5.5341 

938' 
3.7891 


1.906 

4891 

4.1071 

1,775 

507 
4,024, 
1.189; 
5.436 
2,10l( 

2.078 
2.810 
876 
1,073 
3,101 

2,558. 
1.677 
2,564 
1.481 
3,756 

1.033i 

l,156i 

1,066 

2.3181 

2.472i 


66.007 

"2.852 

827 
1.981 

834 

697; 
! 

6451 
1.249, 
1.8301 

508, 
2.0101 

I 
3.041 
2.555 
364 
1,439 
1.417 

471 

3.822 

1.703 

2.7521 

922 

956 

1,393] 
472 
707 

1,195 

307 
1.848 
1.126 
2,^19! 
1^4391 

1.105 
1,840 
750 
1.006 
2.756 

1.357 
1,127 
2.035 
1.068 
2,286 

981 
1,388 

623 
2,039] 
1,9561 


39.51211 

2.g98l| 
136il 
516ii 
2021; 
1361 . 

l! 

153)! 

271(1 

1.5381! 

209  ' 

60 

3.165 
1,254 

214! 
2.0241' 

606!! 


34.1701 

i;4^9 
461 

1,039 
399 
.374; 


15611 

898!  I 

15 

2,7821; 

16H 

2,833' ! 


5131 

17 

3.400 

580 

200 

2,17(5 

63 

3.117)1 
662<! 

973 
970 
126 
67 
345 


1,201 
550 
5291 
413 

1,470 

52 
768 
443 
279 
516 


342 
6151 
953' 
267; 
1.0871 

1.474 

1.250 

190: 

7171 
775 

243 
1.948 

894 
1.419 

511 

485 

722 
229 
355 
642 

154 

9831 

5931 

L213 

'757| 

59a' 

920 

389 

529. 

1,433 

686 
593: 

1.0901 
5191 

1.221 


19,0151 1 

58il 
99;' 

■  68'| 

75il 
133i| 

74811 
lOOil 


517. 

708 

343 

1.079 

1.023 


31 

1.491 
5861 

88! 
1,0031 

317fi 

73! 

446 

10 

1.401 

7 

1.439 

251 

8 

1.604 

287 

103 

1,006 

30 

1,426) 

312  [ 


485 
4561 

72i 

27! 

147 

596 

2601 

251 

188 

692 

20 
365 
240 
140 
266! 


31,837 

"17413 
366 
942 
435 
323] 
I 
303i 
634; 
886i 
2411 
923 

1.567 

1.305 

174 

722i 

6421 

228 
1,874 

809' 
1,333 

411  [ 

4711 

671 
243 
352 
553 

153 
865 
533 
1406 
6S2 

515 
920 
361 
477 
1,323 

671 
534 
945 

549 
1.065 

464! 
680 
280 
960] 
933 


20.4971 

"TP8i 

78, 

259| 

-     103i 

68; 

! 
78: 
138 
790 

1091 

it 


I 


29^ 

1.674 
668 
126 

1,021 
289 

83 

452 

5 

1.378 

9 

1,394 

262 

9 

1,796 

293 

97 

1.1701 

33 


59 
54 
60 
69 
65 

60 
58 
72 
72 
77 
58 

84 
72 
44 
70 

74; 

6S| 

95' 

1,691!  1    70i 

3501      461 


69 

77 

"6;; 

"72 

v 

70 

72 

85 

87 

84 

83 

77 

83 

84 

88 

88 

92 

75 

81 

•112 

93 

•2 

84 

84 

488! 

514( 
54 
40; 

198 

605 
290 
278 
225 

778 


76 
91 
81 
75 
91 

-4 

77 
73 
84 
81 


32  1  91 

403  I  85 

203  I  87 

139  I  78; 

250!!  87; 


:2 

61 


60 

56 
60 
80 
85 
56 

71 
73 
69 
30 
98 

51 
44 


67!    51 


8} 
71 

76 

58 

74 

81 

771 

75 

82 
72 
78 
73 

78 
84 
95 


61 
54 

36 
58 
18 
65 
67 
54 

88 
74 
41 
66 

68 

95 


73|    68 

41     50 


78 
89 
81 
76 
91 


78 
94 
82 
68 

88 


74;  73 

76!  80 

77'  60 

84  83 

941  66 

9li  85 

851  87 

951  77 

811  61 

861  88 


•Due  to  grttBrincrcase'in  Negro  popvriatton 
lince  the  last  census. 
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.E  IV.— Showing,  (1)  Aagr<-K>te  No.  of  DayB'  SchnoHng  Uiveo; 
The  Averace  Length  of  School  Term;  (3)  The  Average  No.  i<« 
js'  Schoolinx  (Hven  (or  Every  Child,  «  tu  31  Yeara  or  Aice. 


AgBregBtt  No.  oi 

Da^5 

1    '^JflS 

AV(I»1 

noys 

* 

SchooUni  n 

ven. 

l|  T.nghl. 

MMn. 

. 

J 

COUNTIES 

i 

i 

a 

11  5    ^ 

1 

!^ 

t 

a 

s 

^- 

'l^      '    ■^- 

|.        ;;, 

1.  .  1 

,1-L 

^= 


Tl,l: 

&6.£0a 
B6.EH0 
186:411 

1m',4« 

fflSS 

29.200 
IW.OZO 
S5,435 

3916.342 
220,162 
18.000 

to.as: 

32,94S 

81.  IW      80.280 


£6.841   129  133  114     . 


mlsTo 

^Z 

521 iih  160 

iTsiasi 

76:91- 
196.SSU 

M.420 
8fi.4Sl 

4:S20 
23.900 

139  13B  140 

L5&|l27  120 

ioslioe  ibo 

ill 

ES.OIB 
m.796 

92,820 
62.246 
29.90( 

66:no 

i22.m  m 

III 

3».41 
101,24! 

ai.7« 

2.000  1  d  62|  m 
12:2861,1  7S1  80   66 

«    V,.m\\  ml  «|  so 

71   W. 
U   G9|  .M 


120     73   72t  we 


53  ea  4C 

3«    40   i;- 

13   42!  «: 
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tlBLE  III.— Showing,  (1)  A\>TH«e'DiiCfiy'Attini«lanoe;  (2>PerceDt~ 
a^eof  Attendance  Compared  With  Enrollnienn. 


iAvef&Ke  Number  Attending  Schotvl 

day 


•a(*li 


*-  c 
c  5 


Male». 


1896-97. 
COUNTIES. 


a 


O 


0) 


^ 


to 

is 


8 


In  State.. 


. ;  169.477l43.623125.854j22l.q94 


Citrus..  . 
Clay..   .. 
Columbia. 
Dade..    .. 
DeSoto.. 


Alachua ^-Ij  4.155 

Baker !      636 

Bradford 1,629 

Brevard 724 

Calhoun -i       472 

567 
968 

2,168 
467 

1,523 

Duval !  4,215 

Escambia  . . 2,5.50 

Franklin 365 

(iadsden 2.256 

Hamilton i-H  1.317 

.1 

Hernando !.      404 

Hillsborough :.|i  3,250 

Holmes |.     '940 
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Walton !  1.457|  1.272| 

Washington :|  1.494;  1,177| 
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tXBLE  III.— Showing,  (ij  Awraiie'Dirtiy'Atteii.lance;  (2>  Perceot- 
8^6  (^f  Attendance  Compared  Witii  Enrollnienn. 


iAverBK^  Number  Atrcndiug  ^^cho(^   eaoli 

day 
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TABLE  IV.— Showing,  (1)  AEgT<'K&t«  No.  o(  Days' 8c huoling  Uiven; 
(3>  The  Average  Length  of  Scbuol  Twrn;  (3)  The  Average  No.  ■! " 
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ITJLBLE  VIL— Showing  the  Result  of  the  Uuiform  Ezauiijat  0118. 
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rHtOCM 


CO 


^; 


S 
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CO 
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ItgUC 

i^eo 
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<^i-?^^S 
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CM 
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CO 
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00  tT' 
JCCM 


iA 
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r-TcC 
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•"f  toecoicc 


CMC3 


cc;5:o 

CCCM 

T 

CM  C' J  OC 

cm'cc 

OiCMO 
CM»Or-J 


It; 
OC 


C>1 

00 


o 


o 

c.  J 


U5  -~  1^  -X  Oi 
OC  rftCl^l 


ic;  I'll/*  tr  •<*«• 

OC  •<r  tc  -^^ 
C^i  ift- 


■^Oqt-t^rH 


f«0 


P2i«Of^o 


OOt-r-l 


53' 


i-  »o  c-  CC  05 

©  00  •"""  ^  CO 

CJCM^^^CO 

OS  t^Oi  t>- 


tO  Ci  CM  »-•  O 
t'-OOloOilfC 
Ci^lrtCCCM 

T-TcsOrHtO 
rH-^CM 


CJiiQiCO  O 
O  l?  t^  -^  OC 

t^  00 1«  c*i  00 
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T-iCM 


OCCiOlOO 
■»»«  UJ  ft  t-  I-- 

in  10  into  CM 

o-^    o'croi-*-^ 

t-ItH         ,hCM  tH        tH 


OC  ifit-cc^ 

to  Oi  1^  m  :3i 
CMWCMift'^  I 


CMi'-<CC 
CM 


OC 


*  c  «  E 

3  w  2  cj  <2 


•J3 


X! 

c  o 

C    «    g    ri 

•'^  o  y  i. 


(A 


eg 

O    "! 


CJ!<   V   O   > 
CO  («  V  V  V 


o 

u 
C 

o 


n  C  11 
12  rt  y 

«}    h    CO 


^  C  - 


o 

ct  O 


•1 
in  O 

So 

c 

C 


«*  *>  c 

"!-        C  C  ^ 


3  *:  ca  3  3 


(«  o 


e. 

o 

3o:£i 

c«  «  M  ' 


124 

TABLE  XVII.— Showiuff  riiai-iK^tor  of  Soliool   Buildhijjft  Owned 
l)y  County  Boards. 


COUNT  IKS 


I! 


Number  and    Kinds  of   Buildings. 
Frnnu'.  Log. 


O 


C 

OS 

u 

O 


1    1 

t 

1 

i  ■ 

Brick . 

i 
1 

1 

^^ 

4-> 

u 

0 

X 

If 

1  H 
1 

,  y. 

Number 
Rooms 


of 


c 


4; 

15 


o 

u 
be 


be  ,,    2 


o 


In   State 

Alachua. . 
Haker. .    . . 
IJradford, . 
Hrcvard .    , 
"Calhoun. . 


'Citrus.  .. 
•Clay..  .. 
'Columbia. 

Dade..    .. 

DeSoto. 


Duval.    . 
Escambia. 
Franklin. 
•Gadsden. 
Hamilton. 


"Hernando.    . 
Hillsborough. 
Holmes.    .    . 
laclcson . .   ^    . 
jeflFcrson.    .    . 

X-afayettc. .    . 

•Lee 

L,eon.    ... 
T^cvy,    ,    .    ,    . 

Liberty 

Madison.  .  . 
Manatee,  ,  . 
Marion.  ,  .  . 
Monroe.    ,    . 

"Nassau.   .  .    . 

Orang«,   .  .    . 

•Osceola.  ,   .   . 

Pasco,    .  ,  , 

Polk,    .  ,    ,    . 


Putnam.    .    . 
'St.   Jdhns.   , 
■^anta   Rosa. 
'Sumter.  ,   , 
tSuwannee.    . 

Taylor.    ,    , 
Volusia.    .    , 
"WaTculla-    , 
"Walton .    .    . 
Washington 


19071 

1181 

:V)i 

34; 

30 

271 
44 

69 

5 

70 
62 

IS 
33 


12i 
1 


I     12i      9i      3|.lt>b'3il276: 

6S 
16 
42 
32 


4'M 


2 


111 

ir.i 

52 
34 
15 

26 
40 
68 
14 
41 


2!  I     61 

56 

5 

63 
4?. 


15 

2'^ 
38 
46 
14 

4ii 


387il  232    17i:     6l|:2i:;0il8V'; 
43;; 


18| 
32  i 


41 
4 

3'.) 
36J 

15 
31 


■«t! 


1 

2' 

1 
i' 

1 

'  •  •  •  • 

13 

71 
44 

1 

1 

9 

88 

«3 

106 

11 

4") 
64 
14 

1 
1 

1 
1 

33 

84 

.... 
1 

•  •  •  • 

1 

30 
15 

2 

1 

1 

4^ 

67 

34 

47 

3? 

5 

54 

•  «  •  ■ 



!  41 

1 

1 

1 

24 

22 

13 

12 

65 

31 

41 

28 

8 

4 

66 

42 

23 

23 

104 

74 

11 

9 

43 

35 

55 

39 

11 

11 

30 

30 

75 

69 

22 

18 

28 

25 

15 

13 

42 

34 

58 

47 

10 

10 

45 

36 

27 

18 

4 

4 

40 

34 

10  i 
2 


1 

2 

22 


II     16      15| 

3;      3|....!; 


44     17il 

i1  1X|I 


'I 

27 
6 


411    261 
19' 


2 

1 

34 
13 


4 
24 


30 
2 

8 
161 


4 
3 
2 

8 
11 


2i!  141i 

II      -'- 


98i 


II 
41 


4; 

3! 


5 
3 

1 
22 


24 
2 
5 
1 

14 


:«|     34 
751     64! 


ir.|       8|       7 


3! 


39 
31 

31 
51 


37 
24 

80 
45 


\\  16    lb;....! 


76;  52 
16;  16 
681     68 


4. 

li 


71      li      6!| 
19!       81     ll|l 

I       ;       I' 


21     14 


2' 
1 


1 
3 

1 
14 


1 

31 
3 
8 


2.?' 

*»• 

41 

11 
12! 


..li  1.-.2 

2.'     97 

..  I     11 


II      II. 


82; 
I 

28! 
49 


<:; 

2;: 


102' 

72' 

9 

42 

65 

241 

41! 


51      4 


101 
52 

2 

28 
16 
83 
50 

19 
91 
30 
141 
31 

57 
97 
18 
33 
99^ 

36 
47 
23 

^^» 

01 

73 

I 

'  34 

I  62 

I  32 

.11  5 

21!  56 


1 


u 
V 


5T5 

4.''> 
1 

11 
2 


1 

6 

24 


50 
25 
2 
33 
17 

4 

8 


62! 
28 

2 

26 
15 
40 
36 

15 
59 
30 
99 
22 

44 

71 
18 
33 
92 


39 
24 


2 

1 

43 

14 

4 
32 

p  *  • 

42 
9 

13 
26 


26 

10 

37 

10 

18 

5 

46 

U 

57 

16 

33 

1 

50 

12 

22 

10 

5 

■  •  ■  • 

48 

% 

I2f) 


TABLE  XVIll. 
Boards. 


Showing  School  Furnish iujujH  Ownw!  by  Cujjnty 


li<96-9T. 
COUNTIES. 


I       ^ 
in 

I'       *^ 


O 


Number 
Double  Patent 
Desks. 


Number 
SinRle   Patent 
Desks. 


c 


o 
H 


.t:    I 


o 

u 

V 


In   State ^ 

Alachua.    . 
Baker.    . 
Bradford . . 
Brevard.    . 
Calhoun.    . 


Citrus.    . 
Clay.    .    . 
Columbia. 
Dade.    .    . 
DeSoto. 


Duval.    . 
Escambia. 
Franklin    . 
Gadsden   . 
Hamilton. 


Hernando.    . 
Hillsborough. 
Holmes.   .   .    . 
Jackson.    .    . 
Jefferson .     . 


Lafayette. 
Lake.    .    . 
Lee.    .    . 
Leon.    . 
Levy.    .    . 


Liberty. 

Madison. 

Manatee. 

Marion. 

Monroe.. 


Nassau. 
Orange. 
Osceola. 
Pasco.  . 
Polk.    . 


|18,127|i3,707Jli;096|  2,611| 


1,664 

17 

142 

548 


446 
276 
187 
481 
303 

2,895 

1,790 

64 


183 
213 
60 
224 
225 

24 
302 

282 

207 

80 

75 

266 

1.757 

«67 

120 
822 


1,441 

17 

115 

417 


446 
233 
187 
78 
284 

2,308 

1,650 

54 


220 
497 

602 
758 
15 
599 
185 


136 
161 
60 
218 
225 

24 
250 

38 
207 

80 


69 

250 

1.679 

667 

120 
557 


1,0241 

IT 
1151 
407 


393 
192 
187 
78 
272 

1,456 

1,378 

54 


407 


10 


53 
41 


12 

852 
272 


168 

477 

30 


752 
50 

B  •  •  • 

44 


543 

185 


293 


40 


136 
161 
60 
158 
225 

24 

250 

38 

95 

80 


69 
250| 
1.3031 
473 

120 
498 


60 


112 


168 

477 

30 


422 
145 


291 


40 


376 
194 


59 


121 

40 


Putnam 

St.    Johns.    .    .    . 
Santa    Rosa.     ... 

Sumter 

Suwannee 

Taylor 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington.    .    .       

~  "iHomc  made  desks  and  school  property  not  owned  by  County  School   Boacdte 
are  not  reported. 


o 
H 


4,420 
223 

"27 
131 


43 

•  •  •  • 

403 
19 

587 

140 

10 


47 

62 

6 


52 
244 


75 
16 
16 

78 


265 


52 
20 

572 

758 

15 

56 


459 
50 


.a 


3.7L31 
114 

•  •  •  • 

27 
131 


35 

•  •  •  • 

403 
10 

553 

140 

10 


47 
52 

6 


52 
244 


75 
16 
16 

77 


265 


52 
20 

278 
666 

56 


318 
50 


Number 
Square  Y  avd^ 

Good 
Blackboard 
Surface^ 


o 


109 


9 
34 


294 
92 
15 


141 


^J" 

.  2. 

(4 

0 

1     k 

.  5? 

H- 

1  :^ 

S!; 

7.245  29»957 

7_,2^ 

861 

861 

•  •  •  • 

90 

90 

383 

336 

47 

518 

475 

4.T 

61 

56 

6; 

301 

277 

2« 

315 

257 

5ai 

483 

333 

150^ 

179 

170 

»=» 

486 

484 

T. 

2,316 

1,555 

761 

1,299' 

X067 

232: 

154 

94 

ea- 

341 

259 

82: 

232 

232 

•  •  •  - 

498 

278 

22a<- 

659 

614 

4»- 

538 

•  •  •  • 

387 

•  •  •  - 

151: 

247 

2u8 

39» 

360 

360 

•  •  •  *• 

795 

764 

31 

ni 

174 

s: 

714 

335 

S79. 

3.842 

2;604 

1,238^ 

34 

31 

S: 

442 

SS3 

49» 

1,447 

1.447 

•  •  •  • 

1,181 

923 

258- 

3,400 

2,490 

910> 

302 

ne 

126^ 

5.460 

4,217 

1,24$: 

59 

59 

•  •  •  • 

232 

232 

•  »  •  • 

792 

745 

4r 

828 

616 

212* 

200 

n7 

83: 

158 

153 

•  •  •  • 

5.443 

4,837 

60(r 

404 

349 

55* 

145 

U\ 

r 

49? 

449 

44* 

!♦>! 

100 

6K 

24 

24 

•  •  •  • 

190 

180 

Ift- 

1-20 


•TABLE  XIX.— Showiug,  (1)  Aiuount  returned  to  each  county  fov 
(^very  dollar  of  one  mill  tax  paid  by  it;  (2)  Visits  of  Oounty 
Superintendents;  (10  Cost  of  County  Superintendents  com- 
pnred  with  cost  of  teachers;  I4)  Cost  of  Public  Schools  per 
Inhabitant.  et<'. 


County 
Supts. 


Per  Capita 


Lapita    i  ost  oi 
Public   Schools 

Coutitir^ 
"Both      Kaces. 


lS%-07. 


cor  NT  IKS 


2  »- 


z,  P 


*  CQ 

o 


c 

♦-T-t 

2  o 

C 


D 


c  -. 


>  o 

w 


5  u  3  C 


Whole    State. |j$ 


Alachua. 

Baker 

Bradford . 
Brevard. , 
Calhoun. 


Citrus. . . 

Clay 

Columhta. 
Dade.... 
De    Soto. 


Duval 

Escambia. 
Franklin. . 
Gadsden.. 
Hamilton. 


Hernando  — 
HillsborouRh. 

Holmes 

Jackson 

JeflFcrson 


LAFayettc. 

Lake 

Lee 

T^eon .... 
"Levy 


"Liberty.. 
Madison. 
Manatee. 
Marion. . 
Monroe.. 


Nassau. 
Orange. 
^Osceola. 

Pasco . . . 

Polk.... 


Putnam . .   . . 
'St.   Johns   . 
Santa*  Rosa. 
Sumter — 


^Suwannee... 

CTaylor 

"Volusia...   . 

Wakula.... 

Walton .... 

Wa5hinj?ton. 


ft 


1.19 

1..30 

l..')6 

.3H 

.96' 


23151     6!2i;$  i.i)4  $  4. ex.?  r).'<7,$10.2; 


I 


.39| 

.901 

1..%1 

.231 

.861 

.55 

.77 

.60 

2.27 

1.35 

..'>9 

.42 

2.12 

2.06 

1.99 

.93 
.65 
.25 
1.54 
.96| 

1.12 
1.52 

.78 

1.21 

.72 

.85 
.58 
.51 
.63 
.69 

.78 

.53 

1.77 

.  .77" 


95 
2 
54 
64 
46 

36 
55 

38 
14 

63 
135 

7 
26 

53 
103 

61 
101 

32 

31 
5i) 
23 
75 
56 

16'l 

58 

37 

49 

33 


41 

38 

52 

108 


37 

87 
90' 


5.2" 
12.1", 

7.7:1 

9.o!' 

10.6  : 


8.3! 

7.31 

5.6 

6.3 

5'3 

3.7 

5.8 
7.6 

7.3 
7.5 

10.6 
5.7 
5.1 
6.7 
5.1 

9.5 
8.8 
10.1 
9.8 
7.0 

10.1 
4.7 
9.1 
3.3 
5.2 

6.3 
5.3 

7.8 
8.0 
4.6 


.75       5.6       1.71 


1.2S(  3.97:  6.26;  8.67 

1.18,  3.18!  4.53  6.S6 

1.57;  5.10:  r>.98l  9.16 

3.64  13.40'  16.0' i  22.91 

1.36;  4.121  o.::6;  9.46 

I  !  ! 

2.50'  11.2Ti  13...  ,  18.82 

2.58:  7.79;  9.04'  13.8.'» 

l.lOl  3.14;  4.231  6.54 

3.071*15.96*14.241  21.87 

2.371  6.17 


»14.24| 
7.361  10.00 


1.85 

1.70: 

.79 

.72 

.90 

2.55 

1.47 

.88 

.80 

.88 

1.36 
2.14 
3.34 
1.00 
1.47 

1.01 
1.18 
2.81 
1.67 
.79 

2.46 
2.06 
2.96 
2.701 
2.43i 


6.1i    2.411 

12.6l|     1.18 

8.4"    2.13' 


6.15 

5.' 

3.671 

1.96 

2.89; 

i 

7.12 
5.70 
2.32 
2.30 
2.02 

4.22 
7.85 
10.99 
2.11 
4.38 

3.061 

2.75 

8.63 

4.73 

2.94 

7.93 
8.28 
9.26 
8.89 
7.83 

5.61 
8.59 
3.01 
6.4? 


10.39 

10.051 

6.15i 

2.86 

4.47 

11.93 
9.80 
3.21 
3.19 
3.49 

5.51 

9.39 

15.21 

4.75 
6.22 

4.15 
4.04 
9.06 
6.72 
6.46 

10.49 

9.15 

11.45 

11.81 

8.70 

7.63 

11.09 

4.12 

7.65 


n 

1.61 

39 

4.3 

1.28 

3.44 

4.27 

1.32 
.49 

25 

13.Q 

.1.29 

3.43 

2.82 

39 

6.1 

1.58 

7.18 

8.41 

1.70 

35 

7.3 

1.05 

3.16 

3.65 

1.22 

73 

5.7 

1.17 

3.15 

4.03 

1.48 

66 

6.5 

1.22 

3.35 

3.OT 

15.30 

15.01 

9.73 

4.38 

6.86 

18.?2 

14.23 

5.87 

5.55 

5.05 

7.56 
14.08 
26.19 

6.73 

9.48 

6.60 

6.35 

12.80 

10.. n 

9.74 

17.43 
13.7B 
15.88 
15.94 
12.77 

11.66 
17.56. 
5.^86 
11.40 

7.38 
6.40 
11.81 
5.77 
6.41 
6.40 


^Discrepancy  due  to  great  igcrease  \n  popu\at\ot\  sVtvce  last  census. 


•TABLE  XX.— Showlns  Floanclal  Condition  of  CounOes.    _ 


llrtTard.V                     '■'.'■'■ 
Calhoun 

lSi.970.49 

11 

6.9W.98 

Hi 

22.llil.9e 

111 

S,MO.fil 

1:g:S 

5.M1 .1' 

10,800.48 
1.939.60 

29;66B:k 

'm.86B.t: 

lo:^:* 

15,063.49 
4.472.91 

III 

i;i3,4«.f* 

si 
SI 

!S:SS 

114.482.  Oe 
9.!Wl.fi 

..«.„ 

T.IK.K 

lS,£0i.66 
6,164.15 

KS 

III 
i3;sii&'.o( 

25',6ii&;5( 

12,'675.*0I 
2a.6K.75 

19,610.41 

10^557 !7i 
11,311.96 
16,0aS.Bfl 

iSf, 

s.sar.fio 

4t:3T 

t.630.98 

l,M8.44i 

ill 

10.81 
""  882.89 

'as 

•■il 

919.01 
4.143.2f 

isaii; 

.S3 

2.30i:4! 

49i.9ft 

III 
e;7ib:s8 

-  4.458,16 

h    2.505'.9g 
+      B69.40 

DeSoto.!".'.  '.',.".'.'    '.'.'.'. 
Duval 

Hernando 

-  I:^:g 

4-  Z,8Nl.Sl 
+   G.672.4B 

_    4.092.E5 

—  17,7SJ.41 

SsS»n.v  .:■.■.■  .:■-::: 

L«;«T<t.e 

-Jke 

'■"1 

:oi 

60,29 

32. M 

2,211.* 

2.977:1 

'■"1 

10,3M;9. 

'■SS 

—  bjm.ei 

sooiw 

"iM'-'XI 
367.6' 

S.00S.K9 

liiesia 

4,240.19 
IM.OO 

325.64 
2,(67.tt( 

(-   4,0O9;u 

—  216.12 

-  170,K 

S:S;::  ::  ::  ::■  .::: 

m:™.;.  v.  v.  ■;.  ■;..:; 
?=".■ ; 

-  1,916.30 

p."S.  :;.:■.; ;: 

-  4,202.85 
+   2.827.30 

St.  John. 

--  ^A 

^S.;;- 

-     .668.27 

fios.ii 
isi!« 

Walrolta 

AVashinston 

—      181. S9 

"ThiSTable  is  of  little  value  hirtlier  than  to  show'  that  t 
thirds  of  the  County  Boards  liave  EOtten  In  debt  On  account  of 
ttw  isauy  conflicting  statempnts  and  failures  to-Jinswer  (lueatloiia. 
It  wns  utterly 'Inrpnsslhlp  to  make.nn  IhtelMRpnt  ijalnnce  sheet. 
t  nenort  li-ns  so  defpfltve  that  nothing  could  lie  told  about  the- 
flnanclal  condltton  of  the  County. 
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TABLE  I.— (1)  Number  of  Schools; 
School  Population  by  Races. 


(2)  Total  Population;    (3) 


1897-98. 
COUNTIES 


No. 
of  Schools. 


Total  Popu'atirn, 
Census  of  1895. 


V 


*?    '     JS 


c4 
O 


o 

u 

I   a; 


o 


V 

o 

«.• 

u 

J= 

::J 

y. 

i"   State..    .. 1 12,538;  1,899) 


Alachua   . 
Baker.  .    . 
Bradford  . 
Brevard.. 
Calhoun. . 


titrus   . . 
Clay..     .. 
Columbia. 
Dade..    .. 
DeSoto   . 


Duval    . .    . . 
Escambia.    .. 
Franklin    . . 
Gadsden..    .. 
Hamilton   . . 

Hernando.. 
Hillsborough 
Holmes..     .. 
Jackson  . .    . . 
Jefferson    . . 

Lafayette.    .. 

T^ke 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 


1! 
II 


Liberty  . 
Madison. 
Manatee. 
Marion  . 
Monroe 

Nassau    . 
Orange   . 
Osceola 
Pasco..    , 
Polk..    . 


Taylor 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington'  . .  . 


116 
41 
56 
53 
27 

35 

55 

79 

22i 

631 


87 

65 

6 

71 

1 

20; 
96 

43i; 

99! 

I 

47 
67 
17 
75 
53 

16 
89 
39 
120 
11 

56 
69 
30 
44 

85 


Putnam I  70 

St.  Johns I  37 

Santa  Rosa  . .   . .  1 1  69 

Sumter II  44 

Suwannee  ....   11  86 


36 
58 
33 
72 


72 
36 
47 
44 

20 

29i 

471 

51! 
19: 
61 


^1 
44 

9 
9 
7 

61 

8| 
28| 

3i 

2! 


531 
46 
4 
39 
43 

15i 

81! 
40| 
62 1 
23: 

46| 
51f 

161 
36 1 
411 

11 

58i 

37| 

741 

9 

40 
53 
26 
39 
79 

46 
29 
61 
34 
60 

35 
43 
23 
63 


671     57 


i     .1      I 


34 

19 

2 

32 

18 

5 
15 

3 
37, 

301 

I 
111 

16 
1 

39 

12 

5 
31 

2 
46 

2 

16 

16 

4 

5i 
6 

24 

8 

8 

10 
26 

1 
15 

10 

9 

10 


♦464.639; 

'28.207 
3,712 
9.499 
4.5o8 
3.274 

4.261 

5,200 

12.935 

3,322 

6,418 

34.766 
22.5031 

4.475i 
13.6931 

9.991 


2.W0I 
31.3621 

6,2.^2 
21,9?0 
15,007 

3.783 

8.349 

•2.225 

19,597 

7,534 

2,079 
13,660 

3.8.'50 
21,875 
17,167 

8,843 

12.459 

3.394 

4.697 

10.983 

11,3S1 
7,708 
8.914 
5,308 

12,544 

3.062 
11,480 
3,700 
7,962 
7,820 


271,5511 

"13,639 
2.986 
7,142 
3.731 
2,436 

2.6181 
3.723 
6,294 
2.148 
6,018 

14.871 

12,818 

2.344, 

4.8271 

5,353 

1.826i 
24,0461 
5.774! 
9.646! 
3,276 

3.445 

6.1801 

2.084 

3,347 

5,164 

1,151 

5,923 

3,548 

10,284 

11,935 

4.285 
8,624 
2,723 
4,174 
9.207 

6  550 
5.125 
6,572 
3,743 
6,83S 

2,842 
7,240 
1,977 
6.826 
6.228 


193.03911 

"  14,568 

726 

2,357 

827 
838 

1.643 
1,477 
6,641 
1,174 
4O0 

19.895 
9.655 
2.131 
8.866i 
4.638; 

1.1141 
7,316, 

4581 
12.2841 
11,7311 

338 

2,169 

102 

16,250 

2.370 

928 
7,737 

282 

11,591 

5,232 

4,558 

3,835 

671 

523 

1,776 

4,831 
2.583 
2,342 
1,5«5 
5.706 

220 
4.240 
1,723 
1,136 
1,592 


School  Population 
<6  to  21  years  of 
age  ) 

Census  of  1896. 


C3 

C 


■ ... 


152,5981 

"9,083 
1.3  4 
2.926 
1.238 
1,083 

947 

1,7'J2 

4,515 

640 

2,466 

10,482 

7.036 

967 

5,048 

3,123! 

1.(^1 
8.1C8 
2,377! 
7,663 
6,549 

1.224 
2,281; 
677 
9,251 
2,519 

687 
5,917 
1.2J9 
7,727 
4,613 

2.749 
3.093 
1,083 
1,426 
3,409 

3,477 
2,165 
3,512 
1,761 
4,660 

1,135 
2,526 
1,231 
2.965 
2,857 


86.1961 

"3,945 

1.148 
2.285 
1,0001 

S42; 

732; 
1.352! 
2.2771 

549 

2.4:51 

4.228 
4.184 
544 
1.738 
2,005 

620 
6,1,47 
2.295 
3.391 
1,271 

1.200 

1,696 

654 

912 

1,638 

394 
2,195 
1,183 
3,162 
3,277 

1.413 
2,061 
930 
l,32^ 
3.019 

1,826 
1,477 
2.631 
1,266 
2,425 

1,074 
1,641 
65S 
2,5061 
2.2.3! 


o 

u 


66,402 

"5,188 
226 
641 
238 
241 

215 

370 

2,238 

91 

61 

6.254 
2.852 
423 
3.310 
1,118 

431 

1.561 

82 

4,272 

5.278 

24 
585 

23 

8.339 

881 

293 

3.722 

66 

4,565 

1,336 

1.336 
1,087 

153 
98 

390 

1.651 
689 
881 
496 

2,235 

61 
886 
573 
459 
534 


*a9  Indians  included  in  totals. 


'X'-ABLB  II.— (1)  Enrollmeot  In  the  Pul>Ii('  Sclinols  by  Race;  iS) 
The  Percentage  of  School  Population  Bnrolli'rt;  (3)  EnroUiuent 
by  Sex  and  Race. 


TABLE  III.— ShowiDK.  (1(  Average  Dally  Attendance  by  Race 
aad  Sex;  (2)  Per  Cent.  Average  Daily  Attendance  1b  of  the 
Enrollment.  , 


t  School  Each' 


Sk1iu»..":T 

Baker 

Bradfprd..  .. 
Brcvwd  ..  .. 
Calhoun..    .. 

Cimn 

Columbia.'!. 

Dade 

DcSoto  ..  .. 

DliTal 

EncaiBbia..  . 
Franklin..  .. 
Gadadea.,  .. 
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Hernando  .. 
Hillsborough. 

Holmes 

Jackson..  .. 
Jeflerjon..  ., 
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[.ee 
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Monroe  .... 
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Orange  .... 
Osceola  ..  .. 

Paico 
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Putnam..  .. 
St.  Johns  .. 
Santa  Rbm.. 

Suwannee '.'. 

Taylor  .... 

Wakulla;.".. 


TABLE  IV  —Showing  (1)  Aggregate  Nnmber  of  Daye  Sclioollng 
GIren  (S)  Average  LeUKth  at  School  Term  (3)  The  Average 
Number  of  Daja  Schooling  Given  for  Eierv  Child  6  to  21 
Yeprs  of  Age 
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Table  VIIT.— Shdwimr  Facts  BeUtlve  trt  Teachers  Employed- 
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TABLE  I.— (1)  Number  of  Schools;  (2)  Total  Population;    (3) 
School  Population  by  Races. 


1897-98. 
COUNTIES 


No. 
of  Schools. 


Total  Popa'ation, 
Census  of  1895. 


In   State.. 


Alachua   . 
Baker.  .   . 
■Bradford  . 
Brevard . . 
Calhoun . . 


titrus   . . 
Clay..    .. 
Columbia, 
Dade..    .. 
DeSoto   . 


Liberty  . 
Madison. 
Manatee. 
Marion  . 
Monroe 

Nassau    . 
Orange   . 
Osceola 
Pasco..   , 
Polk..    . 


H  !   > 


bo     I 

V 

^      I 


o 


12,53811,89^ 


I 

Duval I 

Escambia || 

Franklin    ..    . 
Gadsden..    .. 
Hamilton   . . 

Hernando. .    . 
Hillsborough   .    ti 

Holmes 1| 

Jackson  . .    . . 
Jefferson    . .    . 

Lafayette.    .. 

Lake 

Lee 

Leon 

Levy 


116 

72 

41 

36 

56 

47 

53 

44 

27 

20 

35 

29 

55 

47 

79 

51 

22 

19 

63 

61 

•Putnam 

St.  Johns 

Santa  Rosa  ..  . 

Sumter 

Suwannee  . ,   . . 

Taylor.. 

Volusia 

Wakulla 

Walton 

Washington*  . .  , 


871 

65 

6 

71 
61 

20 
96 

43i; 

991 

53| 

41 
67 
17 
75 
53 

16 
89 
39 
120 
11 

56 
69 
30 
44 

85 

70 
37 
69 
44 

86 

36 
58 
33 
72 
67 


531 
46 
4 
39 
43 

15 

81 

40 

621 

23! 

46 1 

511 

16 

36 

41 

11 
58 
37 
74 
9 

40 
53 
26 
39 
79 

46 
29 
61 
34 
60 

35 
43 
23 
63 
57 


^1 

""441 
51 
9 
9 
7 

6 
8 
28 
3 
2 

34 

19 

2 

32 
18 

5 
15 

3 
37 

301 

1 
16 

1 
39 
12 

5 
31 

2 
46 

2 

16 

16 

4 

5 

6 

24 

8 

'    8 

10 

26 

1 
15 

10 

9 

10 


♦464.639| 

"28.207 
3,712 
9,499 
4.5o8 
3,274 

4.261 
5,200 
12.935 
3.322 
6.418 

34.766 
22,503 

4,475 
13.69J 

9,991 

2.940 
31.362 

6,2.^2 
21,9?0 
15,007 

3,783 

8.349 

♦2,225 

19,597 

7,534 

2.079 
13,660 

3,830 
21,875 
17,167 

8,843 

12,459 

3,394 

4.697 

10.983 

11,381 
7,708 
8.914 
5,308 

12,544 

3,062 
11,480 
3.700 
7,962 
7,820 


•n        I 


O 

u 
bo 


'  271,5811 
"13,639 


2.986 
7,142 
3,781 
2,436 

2.618 
3.723 
6.294 
2.148 
6,018 

14.871 

12,818 

2,344 

4.827 

5,353 

1.826 
24,046 
5,774 
9.646 
3,276 

3.445, 

6.1801 

2,084 

3,347 

5,164 

1,151 

5,923 

3,548 

10,284 

11,935 

4.285 
8,624 
2,723 
4,174 
9,207 

6  550 
5,125 
6,572 
3,743 
6,83S 

2,842 
7,240 
1,977 
6,826 
6,228 


193,0391 

'  14,568 

726 

2,357 

827 1 
838 

1,643 
1,477 
6,641, 
1,174 
400 

19.895 
9,655 

2,i:n 

8.866 
4.638 

1,114 

7,316, 

458 

12.284 

11,731 

338 

2.169 

102 

16,250 

2,370 

928 
7.737 

282 

11,591 

5,232 

4,558 

3,835 

671 

523 

1,776 

4,831 
2.583 
2,342 
l,5fS 
5,706 

220 
4.240 
1,723 
1,136 
1,592 


School  Population 
(6  to  21  years  of 
age  ) 

("tnsus  of  1896. 


C 


152,5981 

"9^083 
1,3  4 
2,926 
1.238 
1,083 

9471 

1,71:2 

4,515 

640 

2.466 

10,482 

7,036 

967 

5,048 

3,123 

1,051 
8.108 
2,377! 
7.6:3 
6,549 

1.224J 
2,281i 
677 
9,251 
2,519 

687 
5,917 
1.2J9 
7,727 
4.613 

2.749 
3,093 
1,083 
1,426 
3,409 

3,477 
2,166 
3,512 
1,761 
4,660 

1,135 
2,526 
1,231 
2,965 
2,857 


86.1961 

~3,945| 

1,148 

2,2851 

i.uooi 

S42; 

732; 

1,352! 
2.2771 
549 
2.4.5 

4,228 
4.184 
544 
1.738 
2,005 

620 
6,;,47 
2.295 
3.391 
1,271 

1,200 

1,696 

654 

»12 

1,638 

394 
2.195 
1,183 
3,162 
3.277 

1.413 
2,061 
930 
l,32^ 
3,019 

1,826 
l,47i 
2.631 
1,265 
2.425 

1.074 
1.641 
65S 
2,506 
2.2.3 


o 

u 


66.402 

5,188 
226 
641 
238 
241 

215 

370 

2,2*58 

91 

61 

6,254 
2.852 
423 
3.310 
1,118 

431 

1,561 

82 

4,272 

5,278 

24 

585 

23 

8,339 

881 

293 

3,722 

66 

4,565 

1,336 

1,336 

i,m 

153 

98 

390 

1,651 
689 
8S1 
496 

2,235 

61 
885 
573 
469 
534 


*a9  Indians  included  in  totals. 


TABLE  11.— (1)  Enrollment  la  the  Publl<r  ScIiodIs  by  Raee;  «) 
Tbe  Percentage  of  School  Population  Eui'oUi'd;  (3)  Enrollment 
by  Sex  and  Race. 


■COUNTIES 


Previri  1'. 
<Ji]boun.. 

1.0 

1 

-Citrus..   .. 
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i.« 

■St.  jXsV. '.'. 

Sanla  Ken.. 
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'Liirye  peroeot^iie  due  to  inoreaM  Id  population  since  the  laat 


132 


TABLE  111.— Showing,  (1)  Average  Daily  Attendance  by  Race 
and  Sex;  (2)  Per  Cent.    Average  Daily  Attendance    is  of   tlie 
.    Enrollment. 


1897-98. 
COUNTIES. 


Average  Number  Attending  School  Each 

Day. 


Males. 


Females. 


Qj  08  a> 


s 

bo 

0) 

2; 


5 


bo 
25 
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CO 

u 
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h 

Of 

a< 

/ 

0) 

u 

es 

Sj 

?? 

d 

j3 

b 

^  'JC 

60 

o;^  i« 

a. 

> 

IZ 

In  State. 


.   .^J|74.004|46.^ 


Alachua II  4,174 

Baker ||      821 

Bradford II  1,769 

Brevard U     771 

Calhoun II     471 


Citrus..  . 
Clay..    .. 
Columbia, 
Dade..   .. 
DeSoto  .. 


Duval . .  . . 
Escambia. 
Franklin.. 
Gadsden.. 
Hamilton 


Hernando  .. 
Hillsborough. 

Holmes 

Jackson..   .. 
Jefferson..  .. 


Lafayette. 
Lake..   .. 

Lee 

Leon..   .. 
Levy..   .. 


Liberty.. 
Madison. 
Manatee. 
Marion. 
Monroe  . 


Nassau 
Orange 
Osceola 
Pasco.. 
Polk..   . 


Putnam . .  . 
St.  Johns  .. 
Santa  Rosa. 
Sumter..   .. 
Suwannee  . 


Taylor  . .  . . 
Volusia..  .. 
Wakulla  ..  . 
Walton  ..  .. 
Washington. 


572 
1,0751 
2,334 

473 
1,528 

4,641 
3,107 
387 
2,420 
1,307 

485 
3,548 

897 
3,627 
2,738 

674 
1,364 

321 
2,993 
1,191 

316 
2,773 

924 
3,948 
1,447 

1,316 

1,992 

612 

932 

2.260 

1,755 
1,065 
1,768 
977 
2.218 

544 
1,663 

679 
1,505 
1,622 


2,019 
677 

1,463 
615 
342 

480 
869 

1,286 
331 

1,482 

2.448 

2.051 

247 

907 

890 

339 

2.904 
862 

2,036 
645 

657 
982 
307 
535 
84^ 

203 
1,259 

883 
1,713 

998 

683 

1,316 

528 

846 

1,970 

944 

092 

1,392 

.  720 

1,306 

514 
1,133 

423 
1,302 
1,256 


27,675 


23,443 


2,125 
144 
306 

156, 
12^) 

92 

206 

1,048 

142 

46 

2,193 
1,056 

140 
1,513 

417 

146 

644 

35 

1,591 

2,093 

17 
382 

14 

2,458 

347 

113 

1,514 

41 

2,235 

449 

633 

€76 
84 
86 

290 

811 
373 
376 
257 
912 

30 
530 
256 
203 
366 


1,021 
357 
758 
288 
174 

253 
426 
657 
177 

778 

1,171 
976 
116 
45S 

470 

167 
1,455 

449 
1,051 

305 

377 
476 
144 
263 
451 

105 
648 
440 
874 
497 

352 
656 
267 
426 
997 

467 
360 
692 
364 
684 

285 
563 
232 
661 

657 


13,266122.886 


966 
60 

152 
80 
69 

46 

107 

496 

73 

26 

1,031 

500 

62 

774 

209 

70 
304 

18 

782 

1,037 

8 
184 

8 

1,130 

176 

S3 

712 

18 

1,038 

233 

300 

309 

50 

48 

129 

401 
199 
181 
120 
421 

16 
262 
130 

99 
179 


i;028 
320 
707 
32; 
168 

227 
443 
629 
154 
704 

1,277 

1,075 

131 

449 

420 

172 
1,449 
413 
985 
340 

280 
506 
163 
272 
393 

98 
611 
443 
839 
501 

331 
660 
261 
420 
973 

477 
332 
700 
356 
622 

229 
570 
191 
641 
599 


14^:1681651^ 

Tl59tmJ72i7i 

84||67'67|e» 

1541:67167165. 

76,169  :0  6$ 


60i'66 


461 

99i 

552! 

69i 

20 


1.162 
5561 

78. 
739 
208 

76 

34C' 

17 

809 

1,056 

9 

198 

6 

1,328 

171 

60 
802 

23 

1,197 

216 


76 


6117^ 

76j78. 
70169  73 
66168.63. 


6< 
72 

70 
69 
66 
67 
63 

68 
71 
50 
65 
71 


64|64 
72  77 


75 
70 
69 
63 
63 

70 
70 


66. 
68- 
62- 

6r 

62- 

65 
75. 
58- 


67  63 
66  73 


66  66  74 
|69i69  68^ 


333 

367 

34 

38 

161 

410 
174 
195 
137 
491 


14 
268 
126 
104 


65 
75 

67 

65 
66 
73 
o7 

•58 

•56 
71 
69 
78 
75 


68|7(V 
74175 
•39  64 


67 
64 
73 
71 
1)8 

06 
73 

«J7 
77 


62 
66 
7ft 
64 
6^ 

66. 
67 
Sft 
82 
78. 


70  72  68 
64  64  65. 


7272 
'*-67 


65 
63 


53. 

74 
62 
64 

1871|66[65[70 


761 
63 
63 


61 


58  59 


77 
65 
62 


73. 
60 
6& 


133 


TABLE  IV.— Showing,  (1)  Aggregate  Number  of  Days'  Schooling 
Given;  (2)  Average  Length  of  School  Term;  (3)  The  Average 
Number  <of  Days'  Schooling  Given  for  Every  Child  6  to  21 
Years  of  Age. 


1897-98. 
COUNTIES 


Aggregate  No.  of  Days* 
Schooling  Given. 
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In  State.. 


.!j7,664,402|4,926,882 


Alachua. 
Baker..  . 
"Bradford. 
Brevard . . 
Calhoun. 


Citrus..  . 
Clay..    .. 
Columbia. 
Bade..  .. 
JDcSota. . 


Duval..  ., 

Escambia. 
'Franklin . . 
"Gadsden.. 
"Hamilton. 


Hernando..   . 

Hillsborough. 
'Holmes..   .. 
Jackson..  .. 
Jefferson..  .. 


Lafayette. 
Lake..  .. 

Xce 

Leon..  .. 
Xevy..  .. 


Xiberty. . 
"iMadison. 

Manatee. 
.'Marion.. 

Monroe. . 


Nassau. 

•Orange. 

Osceola. 

Pasco.. 

Polk..   . 


.Putnam..  . 
St.  Johns.. 
*Santa  Rosa. 
Sumter. .  . . 
'Suwannee  . 


"Taylor  ..  .. 
Volusia..  .. 
IVakuUa  .. 
Wahon..   ,. 
Washington 


472,585 
60.832 

138,725 
88,364 
44,675 

54.260 
84,248 

195,395 
65,904| 

153,9701 

613,575 
391,871 

61.856 
208,670 

97.040 

53,640 
457,108 

58.653 
321,880 
245,120 

56,790 
165,723 

25,680 
328.620 
120,825 

26.380 
180.107 

96,557 
390,804 
227,080 

132,671 

283.761 

71,120 

83.738 

239,500 

200.730 
158.090 
154,682 
97,470 
187,021 

41,759 
200,446 

62,467 
118,412) 
145,598 


"237,765 

49,37? 

114,445 

71.334 

31,91« 

46.900 
67,948 

110,120 
46,076] 

149,370 

343,995 

266,692 

39.456 

85,160 

68,535 

41.960 
383,008 

56,163 
192.800 

77,680 

55.430 
122,624 
24.560 
62.360 
86,349 

17.340 

91,687 

93.647 

170.629 

155,240 

69.012 

186,399 

63,002 

77,408 

207,600 

112,740 
.100.075 
125,027 
71.770 
116.201 

39,419 

140,603 

;  40,367 

102,172 

113,918 


2^737.620 

11,455 
24,280 
17,030 
12,756 

7,360 
16,300 
85.275 
19.828 

4,600 

269.580 
125.179 

22.400 
123.510 

28,505 

11,680 

74,100 

2,490 

129,080 

167,440 

1,360 
43.099 

1,120 

266,260 

34,476 

9.040 
88.420 

2.910 

220.175 

71,840 

63,059 

97,362 

8.1181 

6.330 

31.900 

87,990 
58.015 
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25.700 
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16.240 
31.6801 


10411061  9311' 50|  57 


m 

74 

78 

115 

95 

95 
78 
84 


m 

73 

78 

116 

93 

98 
78 
86 


|139|139 
101 101 100 


111 
80 
79 

109 
99 

80 
79 
81 
140 


132 

126 

160 

86 

74 

111 

129 

65 

89 

90 

,84 

m 

'80^1 
110 
101 

83 

65 

104 

99 


141 

130 

160 

94 

77 

124 

132 

€5 

95 

120 

84 
125 

80 
117 
102 

85 

73 

106 

100 

157  156 


101 
142 
116 
90 
106 

114 

148 
87 

leo 

84 

77 
121 
92 
79 
90 


123 

119 

160 

82 

68 

80 
115 
71 
81 
80 

8P 
113 

80 
108 

99 

80 
58 
71 
99 
160 


102  100 
142  144 
1191  97 
91  74 
1051110 


119 
145 

90 
ICO 

89 

,7' 

12 
9 
78 
91 


108 

156 

79 

100 
•78 

78 

If 

80 
87 


"5? 
44 
47 
71 
41 

57 
49 
43 
103 
62 

59 
56 
64 
41 
31 

51 
56 
25 
42 
37 

46 
73 
38 
36 

48 

38 
30 
77 
51 
49 

48 
92 
66 
59 


"60 
43 
50 
71 
38 

64 
50 
48 
84 
62 

81 
64 
73 
49 
34 

68 
59 
24 
57 
61 

46 
72 
38 
68 
58 

44 
42 
79 
54 

47 

49 
90 

68 
58 


70  69 


58 
73 
44 
55 
40 


f 

40 
51 


! 


62 
68 
48 
57 
48 

.37 
86 
61 
41 
50 


41 


IS 
51 
38 

72 
53 

34 
44 
38 
218 
75 

43 
44 
58 
37 
25 

27 
47 
30 
30 
32 

57 

74 
49 
32 
39 

31 
24 
44 
48 
54 

47 
94 
53 

65 

82 

53 
84 
34 
52 
32 

.38 
68 
39 
35 
54 


it 


iSS8«  SiMa 


•o,j.„    S  S^a=*  ssjss  SJisjs  sj=ES 
-  i  ispnsspia-gpsr-isiiff 


BiisrsiiiiTSsir'ssiaoisfi 


"aS83S    !?i?^f2S    gSiSBg 
SSSSS    5S-Sa    2S!«igS 

sl^GS  "^[SjjaFi  RS3S$  fKss^S  sUSss 

li^ss  aissrsisii-srsUTBsii 


SSS3S    SSS35  "SSSSS8'  SSS2S^=sgSa; 
2S=ga    '°S3a«    aSSSiS    SS?ffiaS    Sssw* 


Biiillii 


I? 

a 

Q 
O 

f 

O 

n 

d 

"S 

ft 

a 

<s 


o 

a 


o 

•XJ 


o 


S 

o 


*dI«UI9j 


•aiBK 


•l«;ox 


•o 

c 
o 

o 


'31BIU3J 


L_ 


«d;5    I*^*^ 


*>i»-iu>~7-^      oc* 


csieo 


^qC.'H        rg. 


9» 


104 


i-l«D 


©iltHlOT 


•ai«H 


"l^^ox 


(A 
Wi 

o 


'9ieva9^ 


•aiEK 


•l«^ox 


'3{eiU3^ 


00  ■ 


00 


^ 


Qi 


iZ^lgoco^t- 


co: 


^ 


t-C^i-H  "^        r-iOO 


«0i 


"^M 


sss 


M-* 


eo^i-ic^i--      eococcooto 


ootHcoeoi-i      ■«*r-teooo 

eOrH  i-t  rH        rH  r-t 


r-lC>< 


e^ 


CO<M 


00      •• 


00 


e>^  1-- 1^  ,_( •,      c^  «-i  th  CM 


r-t        00  iH  CM  '^  »0 


0;|0>0>rHrHC^  •I'-tH      .i-i        e>iC<I      -rHCM  -lOOOt-rH 

OC  .1  •  .     .  r-4  •  • 


t-'t^CvlooOOlM         C^-rfOOr-t'^         -^COiHCOCO         eCCOOr-t«C 


"^il2"*oOt-      (Mioocoi^o      oosirsiHira      wopi^-ooeo 


p 


,coc3-»r"*«o      ■^;oeMc?'t>      qou5*-ios»-j      eMt-iOi-H'<9< 


o  rH  t- -^  ■^  CO      eoosocMcc      00  •^  !c  o  to 


oo  •oja  o>  i- 

t-rH  CQ  r-» 


Ift  ,  UO  CM  »-•  Oi-^         t-«jCOCMi-<M        OOOOCM'fiB'       30l>-r-t  CCCM 


«oo"»r«oooiH      ■»«<c^ooo»-i      i-oo»v.tooc      ooi/;«ciioift 


[^  ;,r-t         rHi— (  rH         CMrHrH         r-irl  i— t         t-iwM 


OSt—      •      -PO      •         ffvjC-'S,— (CM"'         CM'^CMO'^         rHCM      -OOUS 

'    'J^       •      •  •  rH  •  m  1—1         rH  y-i       •         r^ 

OO  {I 


UOI         «i«0'^if5         OOfrHCOrH         MQOtHCOOC  rrOCOOC^OO 

5i    CM  T-i  SM  r-i  CM  *-l 

OO   I 


•V ,  o  OO  cc  I"- if3      u.' t— CM  ira  r-i      It;-    ro  t-.  CM      uooooooo 

Ogli'w  CM  l-CM        C^l»-»  CM        00  CO 


tH|!«3         CMOOrH         CM  CM  iM  r-i  CM         M  tO         CM  5M         r-i  I- f-l  00  CM 

03  'I 


a>  i  00  CMCM  l-HCM         'S'  rHrH         r-t  C-A  COrHCMf-l 

_i' _ _ ___J 

00  |,0O  irSO  •^O         ii^iooco'  I— ~      rHiTCM         CM  CC  Oi  OC  O 

Ol'<^OOlO'<*CM        COOOiftCMCC        0«C»-i"*'7<        C^riCMtnOO 

i-Hi  rH  rH 

CM-i 


cmoooc^'""^  to  la  bi  OO  'Si      cm"   •^      ■^  r^'    eq6oe»? 

OJitgoOK.  "fJCM  OO-^i-CMCC         l-OirHy?ir5  C<lOi?0000«C 

.•.||rH  ^                                          rH 

CM  : 


O  t«  3 


•j5  c  c  o 


bo 

4z 


3  w  u  fl  «»       ^'^  O 


rt  u 


1 

» 
• 

:J3"' 

:i^ 

9 
> 

> 
> 

lOb-MMM 

•iHrHrHrH 

• 

1 

R 

• 

;<0«H 

• 

• 
• 

C0r-l     'OON 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

|MT-ir^«0       MIO 

CO  00  04  THUS 

r^OOOOlO-* 

»H^'<«rHOO 

.QO 

:iS 

•  iHesKoei 

»           • 
•            • 

•  • 

•  • 

U3e4rHi-iOO 

f-4lOi-l     -rH 

• 

• 
• 

■me 

> 

1 

.t-U3        iH'*     'tOi-l 

»                                                                        • 

1                                                                         • 

eoeoe^esiea 

^iHesitota 

•CO  1-4  CO  04 

• 
• 

■T" 

164 

r- 

<M  ko      1-4  io  esi  e^  CO 

OMC^JW-^I* 

Ok  00  09  CO  00 

i-4rje<4<O00 

T-1 

■  •           4 

■  •          ■ 

1           •          4 

>           •           4 

• 
• 

• 
• 

>          • 
• 

• 
• 

1-1     "tH     •     • 

• 
• 

■           • 

1            • 

1            • 
1            • 

I            « 

93 

I"*  ; 

rHr-l 

r-lr-l 

iH 

C^"^»Hf-4M 

•»H 

Ci| 

CO 

.<^  . 

CSIiH 

©ai-l     1 

1-1 

CO  ^Kf  04  rl  esi 

1H 

•O 

00  CO  CO  cog 

OktHOr-jOO 
r-lr-lT-J 

e<3CqeSiO0r-« 

•«»o«iHeo«e 

e^iAtOr-l 

• 

• 
• 

coe«co    •ea 

• 
• 

Ud^-^tHCO 
1-4  1-1 

'ce  t<- esi  00  ce 

ri 

% 

r-ICM 

cojga.^00 

10  CO  CO  1-1  U3 
r-liHr-lrH 

oo  t- coast- 

rH        tHM 

-       ■ -                                  -          1 

0»00>U3  0< 

COCOOtO-* 
tHiHOOr-t 

S^'^^?^ 

iaaiv>rt<a* 

c>4coe<9coA 

N        tH 

♦- 

1—1 

C^ 

e^ 

COCO 
1-ttH 

^-^ 

^■^to 

U3 

CO 
rH 

t-c<at-t>-o» 

t-CO00O>"^ 

«M 
O 

d 
o 

Ad 

ja 
•— < 

is 

.3 

u 
O 


08 


2 

:8 


.3 

5 


00 


00 
CO 


o 


s 
O 


CO 

93 
O 


a» 


ee  Qo 
^  g 

T3cn 

*      U 


^5Jass3  "=ss^i5  g§ss§js  ^55«:^«i3;5  ^g^ss^fs 


■^t-c^ooco      tH'*    'thc^      ?OfH'«*Tj«t-      eq*avco'* 


«i5coesi'«*«eo      coas-^iHrH      '«rb-Tfnr>o»      *iooeo^-Jt-      «•«• 


O4C0'*C<lCO        •«*«  CO  Tj«  C»»  CO        OOOs«OCO        -^USOiOOrH        SOr-t 
rHrH  »-l(.M  tH  t-lr-l  rHCO  rH 


CO 


^ 


CO 


OOCO 


•  co»-tt-ec 


S4  9  rH  Cvl      •      •  rH 


9»ioeoo      iHCoesiTHe^ 


tHOO      •OiOO         NrH      'COCO         40t-^C0C0         e>i«OCOOiO»         rHO'^COCO 


t-t'O'thcoih      eO'^esirHO      '^t-Tfcoo      coioooc^o:      e^cocot-oo 

rH         ^  »H  rH         CO  rH         64  04  rH         C4  iH         rH  — '  tH 


<0»HCS|lrt»P         ■"^rHlOrHOi         ^  (M  CO  t- Ifi         CO  04  £<!  OQ  CO         lO  CO  ■<»<  t- O 
T-frHe^Sa  C^iHCOrH        CO  «©  ,H  C4  «*<        CO  CO  C4  04  04  •«*"        C4CSI 


UBOiAtHO»        USt-iiJOaco        O0C0C0COC9        lOC— C00400     -U3'^C>4e4CO 
riOJ         yHi-t  040404  rH  rt  tH  €»»         rH         04  r-i  04         rH  rH  rH  WJ  CO 


rHrHl-a>^         OSOOOOC4         ^1«  CTJ  CO  00         rHO>0^0-«t»         OOCOOiCO 


•oausaoiAia      e4c4C4rH04      p5a4>3co(jo      tt'^^coc^co      cmcoc4<0'^ 

C0t-rHOO"5        rHCCJ'iOCO        I—  OCOtJ^O        t^iOiOUSt-        e4C-e4COCO 


C  V 


3  «JS 


(ft  2 


e.crt»ic 


3:s  c  c 


1is^^  ^^i^i  J2^«^  ^^-§11  «5ii 

►Jjjijj    jSSS:^    ?:c-Cft-ou    aut52j5c?:(;3    H>^^ 


(A 


TAPLE  Vll  -  ei  cw'rp  Rcfolt  nf  State  Uniform  EiamiDationa 

^ 

No.  and  Gradea  of  Cenilicataa  laauad. 

1         To  Negroei. 

i      1 

i 

1 

1  ::  1    !i  i 

1897-98. 

;j 

CODNTIEa 

'•      i     1 

1 

s  ;,  1   !  1 

.° 

i 

s  iJ: 

Is 

1 

.11 

1 

iNfi 

i 

146  |25fi  1 1    5|    1|  36;  35:  85:11] 


139 
TABLE  Vin.— Showlriir  ITacts  Bel  itive  to  Teachers  Employed. 
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TABLE  XI.— Showinjc,  (1)  Average  Age  of  Teachers;  (2)  Average 
Months  Tautfht  in  Fjife 
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CHftPTeR  VI. 


special  Reports  of  County  Superintendents. 


The  present  State  Superintendent,  before  issuing  any  Bi- 
ennial Report,  has  requested  each  County  Superintendent  tp 
furnish  for  publication,  over  his  own  signature,  a  brief  report 
(not  to  embrace  over  two  printed  pages  )of  school  affairs  in 
his  county. 

This  report  is  bi-ennial  and  intended  to  be  supplementary 
to  the  regular  statistical  annual  reports  required  by  law  to 
be  made  by  each  of  these  officers.  In  1894,  53i  per  cent, 
of  the  County  Superintendents  complied  with  this,  request; 
in  1896,  73i  per  cent.;  for  this  report,  100  per  cent.  So  the 
prediction,  in  the  report  of  1896,  is  fulfilled,  to- wit;  "This 
will  yet  become  the  most  popular  feature  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent's Report;  two  years  hence  these  officers  will  welcome 
the  privilege  and  will  vie  with  each  other  in  their  elTortj 
to  report  progress  from  their  several  counties.^'  The 
lengtii  of  a  few  of  these  reports  demonstrates  the  zeal 
with  which  some  have  entered  into  this  work,  tran»:- 
gressing  far  beyond  the  prescribed  limit  of  two  pages,  byt 
as  others  failed  to  occupy  so  much  space,  it  was  determined 
to  publish  all  without  abridgement.  When  one  had  some- 
thing to  say  and  said  it  with  zeal  and  force,  my  consent 
could  not  be  obtained  to  mutilate  his  piece. 

These  reports  are  all  worthy  of  perusal,  and  abound  in 
accounts  of  progress,  in  good  intentions,  and,  in  many  cases, 
in  wise  suggestions,  and  prove  conclusively  that  as  a 
body  the  executive  officers  in  county  school  administra- 
tions are  waking  in  interest  and  giving  more  time  and 
thought  to  their  schools.  This,  taking  the  place  of  past 
indifference  and  much  perfunctory  service,  augurs  advance- 
ment in  all  matters  educational,  for  the  County  Superin- 
tendent is  the  mainspring  of  the  machinery.  The  people 
are  becoming  more  enlightened  as  to  the  importance  of  that 
officer,  and  those  failing  to  rise  to  the  responsibility  of  the 
position  may  as  well  prepare  for  retirement  to  the  shadD?^ 
of  private  life. 

It  is  admited  that  some  of  these  reports  may  be  rather 
fulsome  in  praise  of  small  achievements,  or  haA^e  colored  in 
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too  roseate  tints,  improvements  which  in  reality  count  for 
but  little;  still,  as  a  whole,  the  reports. may  be  relied  upon 
as  presenting  the  situation  very  accurately,  and  furnish 
the  most  reliable  data  for  estimating  what  has  been  done, 
"and  for  determining  what  is  needful  to  be  done  to  help  the 
public  schools  to  greater  success. 

In  their  recommendations  of  necessary  amendments  to 
law,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  diversity  of  opinion  will  exist, 
but  by  the  careful  reading  of  each  individual  report,  both 
as  to.  what  is  actually  said  and  what  may  be  plainly  read 
bet\^  een  the  lines,  one  may  get  a  pretty  clear  conception  of 
the ;  real  condition  of  schools  in  the  several  counties,  and 
may  arrive  at  a  tolerably  correct  estimate  of  how  much  im- 
portance to  attach  to  the  suggestions  in  each  individual  re- 
port. ,  These  officers,  as  a  body,  are  growing  more  in  earn- 
est, and  are  thinking  as  never  before;  and,  being  in  position 
to  learn  by  actual  tests,  the  strong  and  weak  points  in  the 
system,  it  would  be  wise  on  the  part  of  legislators  desiring 
to  strengthen  the  school  system,  to  scrutinize  these  reports 
and  .to  weigh  the  suggestions  made. 

While  there  is  diversity  of  opinion  on  some  matters,  there 
is  grep-t. unanimity  in  recommending  certain  changes  in  the 
laws.     In  such  cases,  the  changes  would  doubtless  be  wise. 

Each  report  was  directed  to  the  State  Superintendent,  but 
the  formal  introduction  and  closing,  not  being  material, 
was  stricken  in  the  interest  of  curtailment,  iin<l  may  cause 
the  opening  and  closing  of  some  reports  to  appear  some- 
what awkward.  But  there  was  really  no  necessity  for  con- 
suming three  or  more  lines  in  addressing  the  State  Super- 
intendent, or  in  explanatory  remarks  introducing  ep^^  re- 
port.    The  same  was  true  in  regard  to  the  closing. 

The  reports  now  follow  in  the  alphabetical  order  of  the 
counties,  and  are  signed  by  the  County  Superintendent  of 
each. 


«'i 


ALACHUA  COUNTY. 

'  .     .  ■  ^   ■ 

In  obedience  to  your  request,  I  hereby  niake  you  a  brief 
report  on  the  condition  of  educational  affairs  in  this  county, 
for  two  years  ending  June  30,  1898. 

During  the  period  'of  time  embraced  in  the  report,  the 
schools  have  had  a  steady  groAdh  and  development.  All  the 
school  liouses  and  furniture  demolished  bv  the  cvclone  have 
been  rebuilt  and  replaced,  in  almost  every  instance  better 
buildings  and  equipments  being  the  result. 

THE    GAINESVILLE    GRADED    AKD    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

The  Gainesville  Graded  and  High  School,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  the  financial  stringency  incident  to  the  freeze  and 
other  disasters,  had  been  reduced  to  a  term  of  six  months, 
lias  again  been  extended  to  an  eight  months'  term.  The 
last  two  months  of  this  school  serve  as  the  County  Normal 
School,  where  every  white  teacher,  prospective  or  otherwise, 
may  attend  free  of  charge.  By  tliis  plan  \^e  are  to  some 
extent  independent  of  your  generosity  in  furnishing  us  a 
State  Normal  School;  however,  we  always  accept  this  sup- 
plement to  our  efforts  with  pleasure. 

UNION    ACADEMY. 

Union  Academy,  the  colored  graded  school  in  this  city, 
has  recently  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  another  story. 
It  is  now  one  of  the  most  imposing  school  structures  in  the 
State.  It  wiir  comfortably  house  about  700  pupils.  This 
school  also  runs  eight  months,  the  last  two  of  which  serve 
the  same  purpose  as  the  white  school  referred  to  above. 

TAKES    A    HOPEFUL    VIEW    OF    THE    FUTURE. 

We  take  a  ver}^  hopeful  view  of  the  future  when  we  are 
constrained  to  say  that,  with  few  exceptions,  perhaps  no 
county  in  the  State  has  a  more  loyal,  enthusiastic  and  self- 
sacrificing  body  of  teachers  than  has  Alachua.  The  most 
dificult  problem  for  solution  at  our  hands  is:  how  to  make 
our  salaries  commensurate  with  the  just  demands  of  our 
teachers. 

SOME    LEGISLATION    IMPERATIVELY    NECESSARY. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some  years  have  elapsed 
since  the  freeze,  and  that  various  enterprises  and  indus- 
tries, have  spi?uBg.  up  siiwe,  whiehr  should,  in  a  large  measure, 
if  not  entireJy,  offset  the  loss  sustained  by  this  calamity,  we 
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are  annually  confronted  by  a  decline  in  our  valaations.  Now, 
if  something  be  not  speedily  done  in  the  way  of  a  more  just 
and  equitable  plan  of  assessment,  or  if  the  constitutional 
tax  limit  of  five  mills  be  not  removed,  our  rchools  in  this 
county  must  inevitably  retrograde. 

RESOLUTIONS    OF    TKACUEBS. 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Alachua 
County  Teachers*  Association: 

Whereas,  The  school  law  of  our  fair  State  was  intended 
to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  examination — ^a  system  by 
which  the  certificates  of  each  grade  should  be  uniform 
throughout  the  State;  and 

Whereas,  The  law  in  practice  has  largely  failed  to  accom- 
plish this  end,  for  which  it  was  passed;  and 

Whereas,  We  feel  that  the  slackness  of  the  authorities  of 
some  counties  in  granting  certificates  works  an  injustice  on 
the  teachers  of  other  counties  in  the  State  where  the  au- 
thorities are  more  strict;  and 

Whereas,  We  feel  that  it  is  highly  important  to  the  school 
interest  of  our  state  that  every  grade  of  certificate  should  be 
uniform  and  transferable  throughbtit  the  State;  therefore, 
be  it 

Kesolved,  That  we,  the  teachers  of  Alachua  county,  do 
respectfully  ask  of  our  representatives  and  senator  that  they 
do  earnestly  use  every  honest  effort  at  the  i.ext  session  of 
the  legislature  to  have  our  present  school  law  so  amended 
as  to  provide  for  a  State,  instead  of  a  County,  Grading  Com- 
mittee. 

Kesolved,  That  the  said  Committee  shall  be  composed  of 
twelve,  twenty-four  or  some  multiple  of  twelve,  of  the  most 
competent  teachers  of  the  State,  and  that  the  said  Commit- 
tee shall  be  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

Kesolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  each 
member  of  the  legislature  of  our  county  and  to  the  senator 
of  our  district,  and.  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  State  Superin- 
tendent Sheats,  and  also  that  a  copy  be  published  with  the 
minutes  of  our  meeting.  ^ 

WILLIAM  M.  HOLLOWAY, 

County   Superintendent. 
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BAKKR  COUNTY. 


In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  will  make  a  short, 
statement  regarding  the  schools  of  Baker  county,  from  Jul}^ 
1st,  1896,  to  July  1st,  1898. 


NEW    BUILDINGS. 


The  school  buildings  destroyed  by  the  storm  of  1896  have- 
been  replaced  with  new  and  more  comfortable  ones,  by  ex- 
pending the  money  apportioned  for  building  purposes,  in- 
stead of  having  the  schools  taught.     By  so  doing  we  hava- 
a  fairly  good  frame  building  in  almost  every  district. 


GROWTH. 

The  total  attendance  in  this  county  has  greatly  increased. 
There  are  now  forty-five  schools  established,  five  of  which- 
are  for  colored  children.  Had  the  School  Board  adhered 
to  the  three-mile  limit,  the  number  of  schools  would  be  fewer .. 
To  the  contrary,  five  new  schools  have  been  established. 

CHARACTER    ©F    TEACHERS. 

We  have  but  four  resident  teachers  in  the  county.  While- 
the  uniform  examination  has  reduced  the  number  of  our 
teachers,  it  has  raised  the  standard  of  scholarship. 

We  endeavor  to  give  our  resident  teachers  almost  stead}'" 
employment,  that  tliey  may  make  teaching  a  profession,  an  J 
live  by  it.  You  see  by  the  above  statement  that  we  have  to^ 
import  the  larger  number  of  our  teachers,  but  we  have  been 
(with  few  exceptions)  successful  in  getting  good,  enthusias- 
tic teachers.  It  has  been  a  little  difficult  the  past  year  to  se- 
cure teachers  to  supply  the  demand,  at  the  time  needed. 

SUB-DISTSICTS. 

We  have  one  sub-district,  comprising  three  schools.  The- 
money  accruing  from  this  special  tax  is  being  expended  in 
lengthening  the  term,  and  in  improving  buildings. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  average  attendance  was  not  as  good  as  we  would  like^ 
but  think  my  report  will  ishow  an  increase  over  that  of  pre- 
vious years.  We  believe  our  schools  have  made  a  step  for- 
ward, and  we  will  endeavor  to  keep  them  on  the  upward" 
move.  There  is  much  yet  to  be  done,  but  lack  of  school 
re.yenue  is  one  fearful  obstacle.     Unless  we  are  enabled  to 
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run  a  longer  term  than  four  nionths,  and  establish  a  High 
School,  our  advancement  will  be  slow. 

FINANCES. 

Our  teachers  are  paid  promptly.  When  we  have  no  money 
in  the  treasury,  we  borrow— the  Board  paying  the  discount. 

INTEREST    MANIFESTED. 

« 

I  am  pleased  to*  state  that  there  is  more  interest  mani- 
fested, both  by  parents  and  teachers,  in  school  work^  than 
over. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

I  woiild  suggest  that  the  clause,  "nor  more  than  five 
mills,"  be  stricken,  and  that  the  levy  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  County  School  Boards.  I  also  favor  a  Stat« 
Grading   Committee.  CHAS.   DINKINS, 

County  Superintendent. 


BKADFOKD   COUNTY. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  a  brief  account  of  the  educational  status 
of  Bradford  county  for  1897  and  1898. 

<;RADING    THE    R(  HOOLS. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  clause,  "nor  more  than  five 
of  the  county,  feeling  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  County 
Superintendent  to  advance  his  work  rapidly  until  he  classi- 
fies and  systematizes  it.  Each  school  is  required  to  furnish 
a  complete  grading  of  every  pupil  to  aid  in  classification  of 
jsame  at  beginning  of  next  year. 

FINANCE. 

Our  financial  condition  is  kept  within  the  bounds  of  our 
•ability  to  pay,  yet  we  feel  the  pressing  need  of  more  funds. 
We  keep  our  teachers  on  a  cash  basis,  although  on  account 
of  the  delay  in  the  collection  of  taxes,  we  have  to  pay  inter- 
est to  our  local  bank  to  cash  the  warrants.  The  County 
Treasurer  pays  the  indebtedness  as  fast  as  he  collects,  there- 
by shortening  the  time  of  'interest. 

SCHOOL    BUILDINGS. 

The  fearful  storm  of  1896  swept  away  all  the  school  houses 
in  the  western  part  of  the  county.     We  have  replaced  them 
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with  stronger  and  better  buildings.     In  doing  this  we  had 
to  draw  heavily  on  our  funds. 

SCHOOL    TERM    LENGTHENED. 

We  have  increased  our  school  term  one  month.  I  have? 
made  unceasing  efforts  with  both  patrons  and  teachers  to 
increase  the  average  attendance  in  the  schools.  The  result: 
is  a  growing  one,  yet  it  is  far  from  wliat  I  wish  it  to  he. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

From  the  beginning  of  my  work  in  the  schools,  I  have  felt 
an  earnest  desire  to  inculcate  in  the  pupils  a  desire  for  higher 
aims  in  life,  and  preparation  for  nobler  womanhood  and 
manhood.  The  result  of  my  work  in  that  line  has  been  a 
source  of  keen  gratification,  as  we  have  more  young  people- 
in  the  High  Schools  now  fiting  themselves  for  usefal  work 
than  ever  T)Lfore  in  the  county's  history. 

We  have  four  schools  in  the  county  where  the  higher 
branches  are  taught — Lake  Butler,  Providence,  Starke  and 
Hampton. 

We  have  established  a  county  High  School  at  Starke,  with 
an  eight  months'  term. 

8X"B-DISTKICTS. 

We  have  three  sub-districts.  Their  two  years  ended, iii 
the  summer,  when  they  held  their  elections,  and  almost 
unanimously  elected  the  continuance  of  taxes  for  sub-dis- 
trict schools. 

COUNTY     teachers'    ASSOCIATION. 

We  have  a  well -attended  Teachers'  Association,  which 
meets  monthly.  Our  teachers  rank  high  in  their  interest, 
in  association  work. 

SUMMARY. 

There  has  been  a  marked  growth  of  true  school  spirit,  in 
patrons,  pupils  and  teachers  during  the  last  two  years.  .  We* 
are  doing  the  best  possible  with  the  limited  means  at  com- 
mand, and  feel  that  our  greatest  need  is  more  funds. 

F.  G.  SCHELL, 

County  Superintendent- 
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BREVARD  COUNTY. 

While  my  annual  repoii:  shows  a  slight  decrease  in  num- 
bers and  average  attendance,  there  is  really  a  stronger  inter- 
est in  education  than  ever.  The  morale  and  tone  of  the 
schools  a^je  excellent.  Our  people  wish  to  •  have  •  improved 
school  facilities.  Good  schools  and  good  roads  are  now  the 
order  of  the  day,  consequently  they  favor  increased  taxation 
for  these  purposes. 

FINANCE. 

The  debt  which  appears  by  the  report  has  been  caused 
by  the  non-collection  of  taxes,  about  22^/^  per  cent,  remain- 
ing uncollected  on  June  30th.  A  part  can  be  charged  to 
purchase  of  supplies. 

/  FREE    TEXT    BOOKS. 

The  adoption  of  free  text  books  has  been  of  great  value  to 
4,he  schools.  The  expense  for  the  second  year,  just  ended, 
was  $662  for  1,117  pupils,  or  591/4  cents  per  pupil.  The 
loss  of  books  has  been  trifling,  and  the  condition  of  the 
Looks  much  better,  in  the  average,  than  when  they  were  pri- 
vate property.  '  JOHN  H.  SAMS, 

County  Superintendent. 


CALHOUN  COUNTY. 

In  reply  to  your  request,  I  give  you  the  following  itenw 
in  regard  to  school  affairs  in  this  county: 

GROWING    INTEREST. 

We  are  still  improving  all  along  the  line  of  education. 
AVe  are  having  better  teachers  each  succeeding  year.  The 
Board  of  Public  Instruction  have  been  very  progressive  for 
the  last  two  years,  using  every  means  in  their  power  to  help 
raise  the  standard  of  education.  Our  people  show  their  in- 
terest by  building  better  school  houses,  in  clamoring  for 
longer  terms,  etc. 

TEACHERS    WILLING    TO    WORK. 

Teachers  are  always  ready  to  <3o  good  work  for  us,  because : 
First.  We  pay  them  punctually  with  warrants  worth  100 
cents  on  the  dollar  anvwhere  in  the  United  States. 
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Second.  They  know  that  when  their  ':;\'ork  is  done,  their 
salary  is  ready  and  paid  promptly. 

Those  who  work  for  us  once  are  willing  to  do  so  again. 
We  pay  our  teachers  according  to  grade,  which  I  think  is  a 
good  method,  as  it  instills  into  the  teacher  a  stimulating 
force  to  try  to  rise  higher  in  the  scale  of  knowledge. 

COUNTY    INSTITUTE. 

We  generally  hold  two  institutes  each  year,  and  would 
be  pleased  to  hold  them  oftener  if  we  could,  but  owing  to 
lack  of  railroad  facilities  it  is  rather  expensive  on  teachers 
to  meet  more  than  twice  during  the  year. 

THE    EXAMINATION    LAW    STILL    O.    K. 

I  am  still  pleased  with  the  Examination  Law,  thanks  to 
our  State  Superintendent.  He  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good 
to  County  Superintendents  in  having  such  a  law  to  guide 
and  govern  them.  It  has  worked  other  blessings  towards 
the  cause  of  education  which  are  well  known  throughout  the 
State. 

SOxVIE    VERY    GOOD    SCHOOLS. 

We  have  some  good  schools  in  the  county,  notably  We- 
wahitchka,  with  an  enrollment  of  100  pupils,  taught  by  two 
first  grade  teachers. 

Our  financial  condition  is  very  good.  We  pay  every  dol- 
lar we  contract  for,  and  have  a  balance  on  hand  at  the  end  of 
of  the  scholastic  year.  This  balance  helps  us  out  until 
taxes  dome  in  the  succeeding  fall  and  winter. 

«  TO    WHAT    DO    WE    OWE    OUR   PROSPERITY  ? " 

Our  prosperity  in  school  matters  dates  back  to  the  second 
year  of  State  Superintendent  Sheats^  official  career.  We 
got  the  old  system  pretty  well  shaken  off  by  the  end  of 
1894,  thanks  to  the  system  laid  down  by  our  brave  State 
Superintendent,  who  stood  by  the  helm  of  State  education, 
although  opposed  by  a  great  many.  The  firm  stand  he  has 
taken  has  proven  a  blessing,  and  Calhoun  county  owes  him 
a  debt  of  gratitude,  and  thanks  him  for  his  bravery  and 
individuality. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

W  still  need  legislation  to  enable  us  to  raise  more  fund  8 
to  run  our  schools  eight  months.  I  ajn  somewhat  opposed  to 
State   Uniformity   of   text-books   just   at   present. 

My  reason  may  Seem  selfish,  which  is  as  follows: 
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Calhoun  county  has  never  been  so,  well  supplied  with 
books  as  at  present,  and  to  lay  aside  the  greater  part  of  the 
books  now  in  use  and  buy' others  would  almost  ruin  our 
schools.  Our  people  are  generally  poor  and  unable  to  buy 
new  series  of  books  every  few  years.  I  merely  make  this 
statement  for  my  own  county. 

I  could  mention  other  legislation,  but  I  consider  the  mat- 
ter in  this  light:  A  State  Superintendent  who  has  been 
elected  by  the  people  and  indorsed  after  four  years'  work  in 
the  cause  of  education,  who  knows  the  condition  of  every 
county  in  the  State,  and  I  might  say  of  every  school  in  each 
county,  can  be  trusted  to  advise  the  Legislature  as  to  the  edu- 
cational Legislation  needed. 

I  am  satisfied  he  does  know  and  will  do  right. 

P.  F.  FISHER, 
County  Superintendent. 


CITRUS  COUNTY. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  this  general  report 
of  the  progress  and  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  Citrus 
county  for  the  past  two  years. 

ATTENDANCE. 

Thirty-two  schools  have  been  maintained  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  742,  and  an  average  attendance  of  565  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1898.  The  report  of  1896  shows  an  enroll- 
ment of  737,  and  an  average  attendance  of  492.  While  there 
has  been  very  little  change  in  the  enrollment,  the  attendance 
has  increased  4  per  cent. 

DISCIPLINE. 

The  morale  of  the  schools  has  been  good,  and  discipline  has 
not  been  difficult  to  maintain.  The  study  of  such  books  as 
Page  on  Teaching,  and  White's  School  Management,  as 
brought  forward  in  the  uniform  examinations,  has  had  a  good 
effect  in  this  direction,  as  well  as  improving  the  methods  of 
teaching. 

GRADE    OP    TEACHERS. 

There  has  been  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  grade  of 
teachers'  certificates.  The  force  employed  at  present  (1898-99) 
shows  thirteen  1st  grade  teachers  and  two  3d  grade,  as  against 
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nine  Ist  grade  and  six  3d  grade  in  1896.  The  tendency  in 
our  training  schools  and  teachers'  associations  is  to  elevate 
the  profession  and  raise  the  standard  of  education. 

LOSS    OF    REVENUE. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  our  revenues  are  decreas- 
ing. The  assessed  valuation  of  property  in  Citrus  county  in 
1896,  was  $1,629,780.  By  the  last  assessment  (1898),  it  is 
$1,805,616,  a  decrease  of  $324,164.  T.his  causes  a  direct  loss 
to  the  school  fund  of  about  $1,500  per  year.  Our  county 
school  tax  was  already  ^vt  mills,  hence  could  not  be  increased. 
It  has  been  a  difficult  problem  to  keep  up  the  standard  in  the 
schools  on  this  diminished  revenue.  Four  things  have  been 
sugs^ested  and  attempted  with  this  end  in  view,  viz.;  Money 
has  been  borrowed;  salaries  have  been  lowered;  sub-district 
levies  encouraged;  and  schools  consolidated  as  much  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit. 

teachers'  warkaxts  at  par. 

To  accomplish  this  and  yet  keep  within  its  income,  the 
Board  has  borrowed  money  each  year  to  pay  teachers'  war- 
rants from  November  until  April.  After  this  time,  the  tax  collec- 
tions  are  sufficient  to  refund  this  money  and  keep  up  school 
expenses.  In  1897,  a  debt  which  had  been  carried  over,  was- 
not  paid  until  September.  To  meet  this  deficiency,  the  school 
term^was  shortened  one  month,  making  it  four  months  for 
that  year.  At  present  we  have  $1,894.51  cash  on  hand.  Our 
indebtedness  is  $1,500,  leaving  us  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of 
$394.51  over  our  indebtedness. 

SALARIES. 

By  the  report  of  1895  and  '96,  it  appears  that  the  cost  per 
pupil,  in  Citrus  county,  was  .the  highest  in  the  State,  with  the 
exception  of  two  counties.  The  teacher's  salary  was  based  on 
grade  of  certificate  held.  A  change  has  been  made  in  this 
respect.  The  salary  is  now  based  upon  the  enrollment  and 
attendance,  and  the  studies  required  to  be  taught  in  each 
school,  thus  placing  it  as  nearly  as  practicable  upon  a  pro 
rata  basis.  This  has  reduced  the  cost  of  the  schools  several 
hundred  dollars. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Wherever  it  has  been  found  to  be  economy  to  pay  for  the 
transportation  of  children  in  small  schools  to  other  school  near 
b\ ,  the  Board  has  recommended   this   course,  and    sought  to 
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intro'luce  it.  Our  <^xperience  shows  that  three  stnall  schools 
(5aii  be  transpnrted  to  another  school  for  about  tlie  same 
amount  as  wonl«l  be  required  to  tniintain  one  school.  This 
plan  has  'neen  a'lof>te(]  with  two  small  schools  the  present  term. 
By  this  plan,  the  chihlren  are  m  -re  rejrnlar  in  their  attend- 
ance, and  the  increase<l  nuinhnr  abis  to  the  interest  of  the 
school. 

SI  H-I) I STKKTS. 

Tlie  numbrr  of  sub-districts  has  increis<'d  from  ten  to  fifteen 
in  the  past  two  years.  The  full  assessment  for  ISOS  is  $2,678.80, 
ranijint;  from  one  to  three  mills  in  each  sub-district.  All  of 
the  white  schools  in  the  county  except  five,  are  embraced  in 
these  districts.  This  fund  is  used  first  to  secure  a  good  school 
house,  keep  it  in  rejiair,  and  then  to  lengthen  the  school 
tei  in.  In  several  of  the  sm.dl  schools  the  monthly  salaries  of 
the  teachers  are  sup})lemented  frt)m  his  fund.  A  convention 
of  sub  district  trustees  was  held  last  June,  in  which  school 
matters  were  discussed.  We  hope  something  was  accom- 
plished in  promoting  co-operation  between  the  School  J3oard 
and  Boards  of  Sub-rii>trict  Trustees,  and  that  moie  satisfactory 
results  will  follow. 

NEW    lUILDIXGS. 

Four  new  school  buihlingshave  been  erected,  one  purchased, 
and  one  room  adiled  to  another  at  a  total  expense  of  ^^2,465. 
For  repairs  and  improvements,  $z50  have  been  paid,  for 
furniture,  apparatus,  charts,  maps,  etc.,  ^500.  Of  this 
entire  amount,  about  1^1,500  have  been  paid  from  sub-dis- 
trict funds  and  private  subscriptions.  The  policy  of  the  Board 
has  been  to  furnish  only  the  material  for  new  buildings.  The 
total  valuation  of  school  buildings  in  the  county  to  January 
1st,  1899,  is  |;8,300.  Insurance  to  the  amount  of  $4,500 
is  carried  on  five  of  the  best  buildings. 

DESKS    AND    APPARATUS. 

All  of  our  schools  are  furnished  with  oatent  desks, 
good  blackboards,  charts,  wall-maps  and  stoves.  Old 
blackboards  have  been  repainted,  or  replaced  by  new  ones. 
One  thousand  square  feet  of  new  blackboard  have  been  put 
up.  One  fourth  of  this  is  real  slate,  the  remainder  byloplate. 
The  latter  is  le<8  expensive,  and  more  satisfactory.  An  effort 
has  also  been  made  to  furnish  all  the  schools  with  pure  drink- 
ing water.  Cisterns  have  been  recommended  for  this  pur- 
pose. 
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SCHOOL    OFFK  E    AND    LIIUJAKIKS. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Library  As^^ociJltioll,  the  librarv 
biiiUliii^  with  its  furriisliini^s  and  library,  has  coirie  into  tlie 
j>ossession  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction.  In  acidition  to 
its  usts  as  a  library,  it  provides  a  convenient  and  comfortable 
ofiice  for  the  I>«)ard.  The  (/ountv  Commissioners  make  an  an- 
niial  appropriation  snrticieni  to  keep  it  in  repair.  The  library 
IS  vet  small,  containinij  about  one  hundred  and  tiftv  volumes, 
books  of  reference,  history  and  general  literature. 

A  tt\achers'  library,  consisting  of  books  adapted  esp<*cially 
to  the  needs  of  teachers,  has  been  recentl}*  started.  This  has 
a  nucleus  of  al)out  twenty  volumes. 

TKA< "II Kits'    ASSOCIATION. 

A  te:i(h«'rs'  association  has  been  kept  up  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  still  continues  with  interest  and  profit  to  its  mem- 
Lers.  8ul)jecis  relating  to  their  profession,  methods  and  plan 
of  work  are  di>cu-ised  at  each  meeting.  Attendance  on  its 
meetincc-i  is  iviiuirril  by  the  Hoard  of  every  white  teacher  un- 
<ier  en  tract. 

<;kai)KI)   and   iii(;ii  schools. 

Tlnre  are  in  the  county  three  graded  schools  with  two 
teachers  each,  and  one  high  school  with  three  teachers.  Each 
of  these  schools  is  doing  a  good  work.  One  of  them,  the 
Crystal  Uiver  School,  is  continued  through  the  summer  as  a 
private  school,  wiihoift  expense  to  the  county,  for  review,  and 
j^pecial  training  for  teachers,  and  those  qualifying  themselves 
t'>  teach.  It  is  presided  over  by  Mrs.  L.  A.  Hennett,  an  esti- 
mable Christian  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  ore  who 
has  ju>tly  earned  the  reputation  of  being  an  able  and  success- 
ful teacher. 

school  books. 

The  contract  for  text- books  expired  last  July.  A  new  con- 
tract has  been  made,  to  cover  a  period  of  five  years.  While 
«ome  of  the  old  books  have  been  retained,  spellers,  gram- 
mars, arithmetics,  algebras,  geographies  and  readers  have  been 
•changed.  A  course  of  supplementary  reading  has  also  been 
recommended.  The  suggestions  of  the  Text-book  Committee, 
iippointed  by  the  Superintendents'  Convention,  have  been  fol- 
lowed in  making  these  changes. 

schools  yiSITED. 

The  schools  have  all  been  visited*  and  inspected  by  the  Su- 
f)erintendeDt.     Everything  of  importance  pertaining  to  each 
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school,  character  of   instruction,  disci j>ltne,  etc.,  b  carefully 
noted  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose. 

SUii<;E&T10NS. 

1.  The  sub-district  law  needs  to  be  amended. 

2.  The  general  revenue  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  se- 
cure more  prompt  collections.  To  secure  the  collection  of 
poll  tax  from  the  negro,  the  man  who  employs  him,  should  be- 
made  responsible  for  his  poll  tax. 

3.  Plans  and  specifications  should  be  prepared  by  the  State- 
for  convenient  and  comfortable  school  buildings.  It  is  pain- 
fully evident  that  in  many  instances,  buildings  better  arranged! 
and  better  adapted  to  the  needs  of  schools,  could  have  been 
built  for  the  same  expenditure  of  time  and  money. 

In  concluding  this  report  it  is  a  pleasure  to  state  that  our 
citizens  generally  pay  their  taxes  for  schools  cheerfully,  that- 
our  school  officers  are  zealous  and  faithful,  and  our  teachers^ 
capable,  painstaking  and  diligent  in  school  work. 

CHAS.  S.  YOUNG, 
County   Superintendent. 


CLAY  COUNTY. 

In  accordance  with  request,  I  herewith  send  you  a  report  of" 
the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  Clay  county. 

GRADING    OF    SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  of  this  county  have  continued  to  advance.  The- 
work  in  the  schools  is  being  carried  on  more  generally  by  the- 
improved  methods  of  teaching,  yet  I  find  it  very  difficult  to 
grade  the  schools  in  the  rural  districts,  as  in  such  schools  there 
are  girls  and  boys  whose  school  life  will  close  with  the  term, 
making  it  necessary  for  such  pupils  to  confine  themselves  to» 
some  particular  study.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  grade  schools 
and  keep  them  graded  where  the  attendance  is  as  above  stated,, 
yet  we  have  succeeded  in  being  able  to  classify  many  of  our 
schools  into  well  graded  country  schools. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  is  good.  The  conduct  and 
character  of  same  is  progressive,  the  principal  cause  of  which 
is  the  progressive  spirit  manifested  by  the  teachers  of  the^ 
county*  ,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  teachers  of  Claj 
county  for  their  zealous  efforts  to  place  their  individual  sehools 
first  in  character  and  progress. 
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BOUNTY  hh;h  school. 


Under  tire  present  management  the  course  of  study  is  prac- 
tical and  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  fit  those  completing  it 
ior  the  active  duties  of  life.  Pupils. completing  this  course 
^re  prepared  to  enter  the  juilior  classes  of  our  best  colleges. 
The  work  during  the  past  session  has  been  much  more  satis- 
factory and  more  successful  than  ever  before,  and,  under  the 
'^present  management  I  think  will  rank  with  any  of  the  schools 
-of  the  same  character  throughout  the  State. 

FINANCES. 

While  it  is  a  pleasure  to  speak  so  highly  of  the  conduct  and 
-condition  of  our  schools  and  of  the  work  being  done  by  our 
teachers,  i regret  to  have  to  say  that  the  county  school  fund 
is  behind.  The  cause  is  attributable  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
funds  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  the  Board  is  by  law 
-compelled  to  incur. 

TllE    S<-H00L   BOARD. 

I  think  under  the  management  of  our  present  Board  re- 
ttrenchment  \vill  be  made  in  every  way  possible,  and  in  a  short 
"time,  with  the  help  of  our  Legislature,  our  school  fund  will  be 
-rfiufficient  to  enable  us  to  increase  the  length  of  term. 

SCHOOLS    AND    HUILDINGS. 

We  have  46  white  and  9  negro  schools,  with  an  enrollment 
•of  1,045  white  pupils  and  260  negro  pupils.  Total  enrollment, 
1,305. 

Since  my  last  report  we  have  done  very  little  building,  ortly 
in  the  way  of  repairs.  Nearly  every  school  district  has  a 
comfortable  school  building  furnished  with  the  necessary  fur- 
niture. 

UNIFORM    EXAMINATIONS. 

While  some  do  not  favor  the  present  law  of  uniform  examina- 
tions, I  heartily  endorse  it,  from  the  fact  that  it  has  given  to  the 
State  of  Florida  better  teachers  and  more  successful  educators 
than  the  State  ever  had  before.  I  once  thought  it  most  too 
rigid,  but  after  witnessing  the  great  benefits  derived  from  it,  I 
<5an  do  nothing  more  than  to  favor  it  in  its  entirety. 

PAY    OF    TEACHERS. 

I  oppose  the  custom  of  paying  teachers  according  to  the 
number  of  pupils,  but  favor  paying  according  to  grade  of  cer- 


tiHcate  and  the  RuccesB  tlu'v  attain   in   te:i:5liin2:,  which  is  irr 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  uniform  examinations. 

OTiiKK  sug<;estioxs. 

As  in  my  last  report,  I  favor  a  compulsory  school  law. 

1  favor  a  higher  rate  of  taxation  for  school  purposes. 

In  regard  to  minimum  and  maximum  levy  for  sohool  pur- 
poses, I  do  not  favor  either.  I  do  not  think  that  a  county 
should  be  compelled  to  levy  three  mills  if  only  one  mill  be  re- 
quired, neither  do  I  think  the  various  County  Boards  shouhi 
be  restricted  to  five  mills  should  more  be  required  for  school 
purposes.  Hence,  I  think  the  law  should  be  so  changed  as  to 
remove  the  limit  as  to  maximum  and  minimum  and  place  the  lev}' 
for  school  purposes  in  the  hands  of  competent  School  Boards. 
I  also  think  that  the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  compel 
School  Boards  and  Treasurers  of  school  funds  to  apply  the  in- 
come of  any  year  to  current  expenses  of  that  year.  I  think  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  have  the  school  year  from  the 
1st  day  of  January  to  31st  day  of  December,  instead  of  1st 
day  of  July  to  30th  day  of  June. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  County  Superintendents  of 
the  State  to  join  me  in  thankincj  the  State  Superintendent  for 
his  unswerving  devotion  to  the  educational  ii^terests  of  the 
State  of  Florida. 

W.  W.  SHEDD, 
County  Superintendent.. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

At  your  request  I  submit  the  followiag  statement  in  regard 
to  school  affairs  in  Columbia  oounty  for  two  years  ending 
June  30th  1898. 

NEW    BUILDINGS. 

Six  new  school  houses  have  been  built  and  properly 
furnished  with  desks,  heaters,  etc.,  at  a  cost  of  $7,*200. 
The  school  houses  and  grounds  throughout  the  county  are 
neatly  kept,  and  in  most  instances  are  supplied  with  good, 
drinking  water. 

UNIFORM    EXAMINATIONS. 

The  uniform  examinations  for  teachers  have  greatly  raised^ 
their  standard,  and  meets  with  the  approval  of  all  interested 
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ill  education.  The  demand  for  better  teachers  continues  to 
grow,  which  evidences  the  fact  that  people  appreciate  a  good 
thing  when  they  get  it. 

teachers'  association. 

Appreciating  the  value  of  county  teachers'  assoiialions  as  a 
stimulant  and  an  incentive  to  better  work  in  the  schools,  we 
organized  a  Teacher's  Association  in  October  1897,  and  have 
held  monthly  meetings  ever  since.  Though,  not  as  well  at- 
tended as  I  would  like,  yet  great  interest  is  manifested  by 
those  who  do  attend.  The  object  of  the  association  is  the 
professional  improvement  of  teachers,  and  I  am  glad  that  it  is 
having  the  desired  effect,  increasing  a  stronger  desire  to  do 
more  and  better  work. 

IMPROVEMENT    STEADY. 

While  our  growth  pertaining  to  education  has  been  slow 
it  has  been  steady  on  all  lines.  A  marked  improvement  in 
teaching  force  is  manifest.  Teachers  who  are  ambitious  have 
acquired  professional  libraries  and  are  keeping  in  touch  with 
educational  progress.  This  is  due  firsts  to  the  Uniform 
Examination  law;  *'6con(/,  to  the  regulation  of  the  School  Board 
which  provides  that  third  grade  certificate  holders  be  paid  not 
more  than  $25  per  month. 

HIGH    SCHOOL. 

The  High  School  building  in  Lake  City,  located  on  a  four 
acre  lot,  is  a  magnificent  one,  with  seven  class  rooms,  properly 
furnished  with  desks,  heaters,  apparatus,  etc.  The  enrollment 
of  the  High  School  for  1898  is  240,  and  under  the  able  man- 
agement of  Prof.  Henry  Rickards  and  his  assistants,,  excellent 
work  is  being  done.  We  feel  that  it  is  a  success,  and  accom- 
plishing its  aim,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  work  and  success  of  its 
pupils  in  the  Uniform  Examination  for  teachers. 


SUB-DISTRICTS. 


We  have  only  one  sub-district  in  this  county,  levying  a  tax 
of  three  mills,  which  is  appUed  for  lengthening  terra  and 
paying  teachers. 

SUMMARY  OF  PRESENT    STATUS. 

The  condition  of  our  school  affairs  can  be  summarized  about 
as  follows :  '    i     *     r 

.'    1.  Financial  condition  is  in^J^roving. 

2.  Interest  in  education  is  increasing. 
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^,  We  are  supplied  with  school  houses. 

4.  We  have  two  adranced  graded  and  one  High  School. 

-5.  We  have  one  special  tax  school. 

•6.  The  general  term  of  school  is  four  months. 

7.  Three  schools  are  supplied  with  patent  desks. 

In  conclusion  we  intend  reaching  a  higher  plane  in  every 
thing  worthy  of  effort  and  accomplishment  pertaining  to 
education.  We  hope  to  show  you  at  the  end  of  our  four 
years  term  a  better  system  of  education,  a  more  thorough  and 
devoted  corps  of  teachers,  and  better  equipped  school  houses 
throughout  the  county. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

There  should  be  a  Grading  Committee  for  each  Judicial  Dis- 
trict composed  of  five  practical  teachers  appointed  by  the 
i^tate  Superintendent. 

H.  L.  AVANT, 
County  Superintendent. 


DADE  COUNTY. 

Your  request  for  a  report  of  the  condition  of  Dade  county 
schools  ia  just  received  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  we  are  on  the  upward  grade. 

GOOD    FINANCIAL    CONDITION. 

Since  1896,  I  assure  you,  we  have  not  retrograded  in  any 
particular.  Our  financial  condition  is  excellent;  we  have  no 
indebtedness ;  our  warrants  to  teachers  are  received  at  the 
banks  at  one  hundred  cents  on  the  dollar;  the  full  limit  of 
taxes  for  school  purposes  is  granted,  and  we  had  on  hand  a 
l^alance  of  $2,000  from  last  year  to  begin  this  year's  work. 

BUILDINGS. 

^ince  July  '96,  we  have  built  seven  school  houses  at  a  cost 
y)'f  Jt3,173,  all  being  one  room  houses,  except  that  at  Lemon 
'City,  which  has  four  rooms  and  cost  |800,  aided  by  subscrip- 
tion; and  that  at  Miami,  also  of  four  rooms,  costing  $2,500. 
The  town  and  private  donations  supplemented  the  Board's 
Appropriation.  The  Miami  school  has  four  teachers  and  is 
•equivalent  to  a  High  School,  being  well  graded  and  having 
^classes  doing  High  liJchool  work^ 
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The  board  has  spent  $2,045  for  furniture  and  apparatus 
since  1896,  every  school  being  fuUj  supplied  with  desks, 
;globes,  maps,  charts,  etc. 

teachers'    salaries. 

We  have  nineteen  white  schools  and  six  negro  schools, 
twentj-four  white  teachers  and  eight  negroes.  All  receive  a 
uniform  salary  of  $40  per  month,  except  the  principals,  who 
are  paid  $50. 

GRADED  COURSE  OP  STUDY. 

A  course  of  study  had  already  been  provided,  but  this  year 
it  has  been  revised  and  more  definitely  divided  into  grades, 
and  the  work  assigned  is  clearly  designated,  even  to  number 
of  page,  where  a  text  book  is  used.  At  the  end  of  the  school 
year  each  pupil  will  be  given  a  certificate  of  grade  standing, 
good  in  any  part  of  the  county.  This  is  designed  as  a  cor- 
rection of  the  evil  arising  from  a  change  of  teachers  or  schools 
where  no  class  records  are  left,  and  pupils  are  made  to  turn 
"back  to  the  beginning  of  their  text  books  by  each  new  teacher. 
We  are  finding  good  results  already.  There  is  a  marked  im- 
provement in  attendance,  application,  and  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  pupils,  and  an  eagerness  to  reach  and  hold  a  higher 
grade  certificate  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

INTERMISSIONS. 

We  have  introduced  one  other  regulation  into  our  work 
that  is  followed  with  good  results,  that  is,  short  intermissions 
in  place  of  fifteen  minute  recess  and  long  noon  All  of  the 
■schools  now  have  a  five  minute  recess  at  the  end  of  each  hour, 
and  thirty  minutes  for  lunch  at  twelve.  This  gives  a  relaxa- 
tion of  muscles,  and  a  change  of  work  for  the  next  hour 
period,  both  a  great  benefit  lo  the  pupil ;  but  another  result 
that  is  not  less  important  is  the  improvement  in  discipline — 
there  is  no  time  for  quarrels  on  the  play  ground,  where  most 
of  the  disorder  originates. 

I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  Compulsory  Education,  and 
also  a  Uniform  Text  Book  System. 

Z.  T.  MERRITT, 

County  Superintendent. 
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DE  SOTO  COUNTY. 

At  your  request  I  submit  the  following  brief  report  of  the 
public  bcliools  and  school  work  of  DeSoto  County,  i'or  the 
two  years  ending  June  30,   1898. 

TERRITORY    AND    SETTLEMENT. 

DeSoto,  a  comparatively  new  county,  with  an  area  of 
over  4,000  square  miles,  is  sparsely  settled,  with  only  one  rail- 
road running  through  the  western  ])ortion  of  the  county,  and 
leaving  many  of  our  schools  far  back  in  the  interior.  This 
makes  it  very  difficult  to  keep  up  an  interest  in  the  work, 
though  A\e  are  doing  all  we  can  to  overcome  this  dilHculty, 
and  to  make  the  entire  work  a  success.  I  think  we  are  suc- 
ceeding admirably,  for  the  patrons  are  fully  awake  to  the 
educational  interest  of  their  children. 

NUMIJER    OF    SCHOOLS    AND    ENROLLMENT. 

We  had  G2  white  schools,  with  an  enrollment  of  2,010  jju- 
pils,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th,  1897,  and  G3  schools,, 
with  an  enrollment  of  2,069,  for  the  year  ending  June  30th^ 
1898.  There  are  two  colored  schools  with  an  enrollment 
of  GO  pupils  for  each  of  the  above  years. 

*]\Iost  of  our  schools  are  small  and  well  distributed  through 
this  vast  territory.  TJiis  gives  the  County  Superintendent 
no  small  amount  of  travel  in  visiting  schools,  and,  as  our 
schools  begin  in  the  early  summer  ,he  has  to  encounter  a 
great  deal  of  high  water  and  disagreeable  weather. 

ARCADIA    IIKiH    SCHOOL. 

The  Arcadia  High  School  was  established  in  1897,  with 
an  enrollment  of  15G  pupils,  and  was  very  successfully  man- 
aged for  a  term  of  eight  months  by  Prof.  E.  F.  Wilson,  prin- 
cipal, ably  assisted  by  I^rof.  K.  E.  Watkins  and  Miss  Emma 
Alderaian.  There  was  an  increasing:  interest  to  the  close  of 
the  term,  and  much  good  accomplished.  Quite  a  number 
of  our  young  teachers  attended  the  last  three  months  of  this 
school.  Prof.  Wilson  has  been  employed  again  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  assisted  by  Prof.  H.  L.  S watts,  Miss  Josie  Wilder 
and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Williamson.  Every  department  is  giving  per- 
fect satisfaction,  and  our  people  are  justly  proud  of  this, 
school. 

NORMAL    SCHOOLS. 

Several  of  oui  best  teachers  conduct  Normal  Schools  of 
three  months'  term  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  in  the 
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i^pring,  after  the  pul)lie  ternif?  have  closed.  These  schools^ 
rire  well  attended  l>v  young  teachers  and  advancd'  pupik 
preparing  to  teach.  They  are  doing  a  vast  amount 
of  good  in  preparing  teachers  for  the  examinations,  and  for- 
doing better  work  in  the  school  room.  They  are  prime  fac- 
tors in  the  advancement  of  education  in  our  countv. 

SCHOOL  nriLi)iX';s  axd  fvkxiture. 

P^or  tlie  past  two  years  we  h«ve  built  quite  a  upmber  of 
good  school  buihiings,  and  repaired  most  of  the  old  ones. 
We  will  soon  have  good  buildings  for  all  of  the  schools  in 
the  countv.  and  I  think  we  will  soon  have  them  furnished 
with  patent  desks,  (harts  and  other  necessary  furniture. 

TEACHEUS. 

A  large  majority  of  our  teachers  are  natives  of  this  county^ 
and  deserve  much  credit  for  the  energy  they  are  displaying 
in  the  preparation  for  teaching,  and  the  efficient  work  they 
are  doing  in  the  scliool  room.  Our  imported  teachers  are  of 
the  very  best  class  i;nd  have  come  to  us  by  special  invitation 
from  Sections  where  they  have  had  good  educational  advan- 
tages, and  have  been  a  great  help  to  our  home  teacliers  as- 
well  as  to  the  entire  work. 

BOARD  OF  PUHLK;  IXSTRUrXION  AXD  FIXAXCE. 

We  have  been  very  fortunate  in  securing  good  and  com- 
petent men  for  members  of  the  School  Board,  men  without 
a  single  exception,  who  have  given  a  hearty  co-operation 
and  generous  support  to  the  County  Superintendent  in  al) 
his  efforts  to  advance  the  educational  interests  of  the  count v» 
and  have  kept  the  finances  in  good  condition.  We  pay  cash 
as  we  go.     A  school  warrant  in  this  county  is  as  good  as  gold. 

ABOLISH    FIVE-MILL    MAXIMUM. 

The  Board  passed  a  resolution  requesting  the  Legislature- 
to  amend  Section  8  of  Article  XII  of  the  State  Constitution, 
by  striking  the  words  "nor  more  than  5  mills."  . 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say  tliat  the  outlook  is  very  good^ 
and  we  hope  to  do  better  work  each  year  until  we  raise  the 
standard  of  education  to  what  it  ought  to  be. 

M.  F.  GIDDENS, 

Couiaty    Superintendent. 
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DUVAL  COUNTY. 

During  the  last  two  years  we  have  aimed  at  salient  im- 
provements in  our  schools  as  follows : 

CITY    SCHOOLS. 

Two  radical,  necessary  and  popular  efforts  at  reorganiza- 
tion were  effected,  to- wit:  An  expert,  trained  model  worker 
in  the  first  primary  grade  of  each  of  our  schools,  resulting 
in  a  very  marked  improvement;  and  at  the  other  end  of  the 
system,  the  establish ment  of  a  commercial  department,  and 
^  laboratory  of  chemical  and  physical  sciences  in  the  High 
School,  causing  an  immediate  doubling  of  the  enrollment 
^nd  attendance  with  an  increase  of  only  one  teacher. 

RURAL    SCHOOLS. 

In  these  schools  two  paramount  defects — lack  of  trained 
teachers  and  burdensome  daily  programs,  with  average  reci- 
tations not  longer  than  ten  minutes — have  received  our  at- 
tention. 

TO    TRAIN    TEACHERS. 

The  Superintendent  has  used  his  visits  as  his  best  oppor- 
tunity to  do  model  class  work,  the  only  method  for  devel- 
oping the  art  endowment  of  the  untrained  teachers.  A 
county  training  school  will  do  the  rest. 

TO    SIMPLIFY    PROGRAMS. 

Concentration  of  45  one-teacher  schools  into  15  central 
schools  of  three  teachers  each  increases  the  recitation  period 
three  times.  This  concentration  accomplished  by  conveyance 
•of  pupils  over  all  distances  beyond  one  and  a  half  miles,  is 
being  introduced  gradually,  and  is  now  working  at  five 
schools.  Other  good  results  of  this  system  are  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  health  and  energy  of  pupils,  increased  average 
attendance,  and  protection  of  the  farmers'  girls  from  vicious 
vagabonds. 

NORMAL    SCHOOLS. 

We  have  had  two  Peabody  Normals,  one  last  year  for 
whites  and  one  the  year  before  for  negroes.  In  both,  the 
work  was  almost  wholly  academic. 

]f  these  schools  cannot  be  organized  and  conducted  so  as 
to  present  model  class  work  in  the  high  art  of  teaching,  their 
period  of  usefulness  is  past.  Other  schools,  in  nearly  every 
county,  do  better  academic  work  than  these  summer  nor- 
mals. If  Duval  county  could  only  have  her  pro  rata  share  of 
all  funds  spent  on  normals  of  every  description,  to  expend 
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on  an  itinerant  training  teacher  as  an  assistant  to  the  Super- 
intendent, -she  would  be  fojtunate. 

Pending  the  improbable,  the  Superintendent  nust  pa- 
tiently pursue  his  itinerary  alone,  with  a  county  training- 
school  in  which  real  children  shall  be  pupils  and  aspiring^ 
teachers  shall  be  observers  and  participating  instructors. 

FINANCES. 

Our  chief  obstacle  is  *^ack  of  funds."  Florida  seems  to 
have  been  very  unwise  in  her  amendments  to  the  constitution 
relative  to  school  funds. 

The  loss  of  "all  fines  under  the  penal  law"  with  no  gain 
in  capitation  taxes  was  very  unfortunate.  The  amendment, 
apportioning  the  State  funds  "in  proportion  to  the  average 
attendance"  in  lieu  of  the  school  population  works  great  in- 
justice.,  Attendance  cannot  be  attained  from  a  school  pop- 
ulation without  school  houses,  furniture  and  appliances,  con- 
veyance and  skilled  teachers,  all  of  which  demand  every  cent 
that  said  population  can  in  justice  expect,  to-wit:  all  it  pays^ 
in  school  tax. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  Eliminate  the  5  mill  maximum  from  the  Constitution 
by  amendment. 

2.  Eestore  the  county  levy  for  school  purposes  into  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction,  as  in  the  revised 
statutes  of  1892. 

3.  Ee-amend  the  Constitution  making  State  funds  appor- 
tionable  in  proportion  to  school  population,  and  restoring- 
fines  and  penalties  to  the  school  fund  as  in  1892  and  before, 

4.  Eliminte  the  Sub-Districting  clauses  of  the  constitution 
and  all  laws  thereunder  after  the  5  mill  maximum  may  have 
been  removed. 

5.  Xew  legislation  placing  a  teacher's^  standing  in  model 
class  work  and  school  management  at  least  on  a  par  with  her 
examination  standing,  in  grading  her  certificate. 

GEO.  P.  GLENX, 
County   Superintendent. 


SUMMER    SCHOOLS    APPRECIATED    BY    DUVAL's    TEACHERS. 

Eesolutions  unanimously  adopted  by  the  teachers  in  the 
Summer  School  (for  negroes)  in  Jacksonville,  in  1897. 

Whereas,  We,  the  teachers  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Flor- 
ida,  who  are  now  assembled  as  pupils  of  the  Jacksonville 
Summer  ^omial,  feelthat  in  our  attending  this  Noiinal  we 
have  derived  untold  benefits,  and  know  that  we  have  ha4 
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•c-oiiipetont  instructors,  who  have  faithfully  and  earnestly 
<lischargecl  their  duties  in  every  instance,  ajid  ])elieve  that 
ilie  wisest  discretion  was  displayed  in  the  selection  of  our 
instructors,  and  realize  that  these  Summer  Normals  are  a 
great  heiielit  to  the  State  in  raising  the  standard  of  education 
and  preparing  the  teacliers  for  better  work  in  the  rul)lic 
Schools;  tiierefore,  be  it 

]\esolved,  1st,  That  we,  the  teacliers  of  the  Peai)ody  Sum- 
mer Xornuil,  express  our  gratitude  to  Hon.  W.  X.  Sheats, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  for  his  wise 
provision  in  establishing  these  Summer  Normals,  to  pre[)are 
the  teachers  for  better  work  in  the  Public  Schools  of  the 
State,  and  for  the  appointmejit  of  competent  men  to  con <1  net 
these  Normals,  and  for  his  earnest  efforts  in  endeavoring  to 
perfect  the  system  of  education  in  the  State.     *     *     * 

Eesolved,  2d,  That  we  extend  our  gratitude  to  Profs. 
]\rcBeatli  and  Floyd  for  the  kind  and  untiring  efforts  they 
have  put  forth  as  our  instructors  during  the  past  two  months. 
Eesolved,  3d,  That  we  express  our  high  appreciation 
for  the  interesting  and  instructive  lectures,  given  by  Supt. 
L.   W.   Buchholz,   of  Tampa.     *     *     *. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Eobinson, 
S.    S.    Thompson, 
Miss  K.  M.  White, 
Miss  C.  C.  Cutton, 
S.    P.    Robinson, 

Committee. 

Resolutions  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Jacksonville  Nor- 
.mal  (for  whites),  July  8,  1898. 

Whereas,  We,  the  teachers  of  Duval  and  other  counties, 
have  been  privileged  to  enjoy  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
the  Summer  A  onnal  held  at  this  place ;  and 

Whereas,  A  new  imi)etus  has  been  givn  to  our  work  by  the 
enthusiasm  and  inspiration  gained  during  the  session,  from 
a,  clearer  insight  into  the  duties  and  privileges  of  a  teacher's 
life,  our  desire  for  a  broader  and  deeper  preparation  for  schol- 
.^irship,  and  a  more  thorough  preparation  for  cchool-room 
work  has  been  renewed;  and 

Whereas,  We  feel  that  the  Normal  School,  although  not 
.as  well  attended  as  we  could  wish,  has  been  both  pleasant 
-tind  profitable;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  1st,  That  we  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  the 
State  Legislature,  to  Dr.  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  agent  of  the  Pea- 
body  Fund,  and  to  the  State  Superintendent,  W.  N".  Sheats, 
loT  securing  to  us  the  Summer  Normal.     *     *     * 
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o(l.  Tiiat  wo  express  our  i^nititude  and  sMtisfaction  in  hav- 
ing' as  instructors  Prol'essors  V.  L.  Haves  and  H.  K.  Bennett, 
<>['  the  State  Xormal.  Professor  Hayes  has  few  suj)eriors  in 
his  profession,  and  liis  ])resentations  are  scholarly,  clear,  and 
interesting.  lie  has  never  allowed  an  opportunity  to  pass 
in  wliich  he  could  iin])ress  upon  us  the  importance  of  our 
work.  Ju  him  we  have  found  the  scholar,  the  frcntk^man 
and  friend,  as  well  as  teacher.  Profes-^or  Beimett  Iuh  proved 
himself  an  a])le  as.^istant,  and  lias  led  us  to  a  truer  conception 
of  the  (k'velopment  of  cliild  intel]i<rence. 

-Hh.  Tlrat  ^vc  tliank  ^liss  Hattci,  Miss  Budwiu",  and  ll\e 
little  tots,  who  ma(k'  thc^  o])ject  lessons  so  profitable  ajid  in- 
teresting.    *     *     * 

Ttli.  That  we  most  sincerely  rcixret  that  the  School  must 
be  chjsed  after  so  sliort.  yet  jirolaable  term. 

Annie  Lvtle-I louse, 
Ada  M.  Ground, 
Mahel   Parsons, 
Carlie  Powers, 
Abl)ie  B.  Averv, 

Committee. 


ESCAMBIA  COUNTY. 

In  compliance  with  your  circular  letter  of  the  ^th  inst.,  I 
herewith  suhmit  a  condensed  statement  of  school  operations 
in  this,  Escambia  Countv,  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1896,  to 
June  30th,  1898. 

ENROLLMEXT    ANT)    ATTENDANCE. 

For  the  school  year  of  1896  and  1897  the  total  enrollment 
of  pupils  was  3,809,  witli  an  average  attendance  of  2,550;  and 
for  the  school  year  of  1897  and  1898  the  total  enrollment  of 
]3upils  was  4,485,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  3,104. 
The  total  enrollment  in  the  white  schools  for  that  year  was 
2,939,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  2,048,  and  the 
enrollment  in  the  negro  schools  for  the  same  period  was  1,546, 
with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  1,056. 

INVESTMENTS    FOB    IMPROVEMENTS. 

Within  the  last  two  years  the  following  has  been  added: 
To  furniture,  $1,154;  $654  to  school  lots,  and  $4,551  to  new 
school  buildinojs.  This  makes  the  total  valuation  of  school 
pro}>erty,  on  June  30th,  1898,  as  follows:  School  lots, 
$13,715;  school  buildings,  $37,095;  for  furniture  and  appar- 
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atus,  $11,839,  or  a  grand  total  of  $62,649,  to  which  has  been 
added  since  July  1st,  1898,  thre  new  and  comfortable  one- 
room  school  buildings,  and  $5'^5  additional  furniture,  which 
has  all  been  paid  for. 

ADVERSE    CONDITIONS. 

We  have  had  an  unusual  amount  of  bad,  rainy  weather 
since  Sept.  1st,  when  our  first  schools  were  opened,  and 
frith  the  addition  of  considerable  friction,  from  a  partial 
change  in  school  books,  I  am  now  satisfied  that  the  year 
1898-99  will  not  make  as  good  a  record  in  enrollment  or  aver- 
age attendance  as  was  made  in  1897-98. 

We  are  making  strenuous  efforts  to  run  our  schools  on 
strict  business  methods,  but  owing  to  the  annual  addition  of 
new  material  to  our  teaching  force,  we  find  it  to  be  a  hard 
matter  to  reanh  our  ideals. 

LEGISLATION. 

As  for  new  legislation,  I  have  nothing  further  to  suggest 
than  that  where  responsibility  is  placed,  the  means  ought 
to  go  with  it.  And  as  the  County  Boards  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion are  responsible  for  the  success  of  the  public  schools,  they^ 
and  not  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  should,  under 
the  law,  fix  the  rate  of  school  taxes.  N.  B.  COOK, 

County   Superintendent. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

I  submit  the  following  report.  When  I  assumed  the  of- 
fice of  Superintendent,  the  schools  were  making  marked 
progress,  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  was  composed  of 
men  ready  to  give  assistance  in  bringing  the  public  schools 
to  a  higher  standard.  Knowing  that  the  well-being  of  the 
schools  depends  upon  the  co-operation  of  patrons,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  awaken  in  them  a  sincere  concern  for  their  child- 
ren's most  elevated  well-being.  I  must  say  with  regret  that 
I  have  not  met  with  the  fullness  of  my  expectations  along  this 
line.  Dissensions  among  patrons  are  yet  alive,  and  have 
been  factors  in  hindering  the.  betterance  of  the  schools ;  yet,. 
in  spite  of  these  hindering  agencies,  the  schools  have  done 
very  well. 

UNIFORM    EXAMINATION    LAW. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  educational  status  of  the 
State  is  much  better  than  ever  before.     I  attribute  this  to  the 
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Uniform  Examination  Law.     The  day  the  law  went  into  ef- 
fect there  was  a  revolution  in  ediieaiional  affairs  in  this  State. . 
By  it,,  the  doors  of  the  school  houses  were  closed  to  old  fo- 
gies, who  once  were  prominent,  but  now  a  force  of  well-qual-  •   '* 
ified  and  earnest  teachers  have  taken  their  places.     There  are- 
not  enough  resident-teachers  in  my  county  to  fill  the  places..' 
I  hope,  however,  that  the  day  is  not  far  off  when  there  will  • 
be  a  full  force  of-efficient  teachers.     I  favor  the  Uniform  Ex- 
amination Law  because  those  who  would  teach  are  forced  t^ 
prepare  themselves  for  the  profession  or  quit  the  field. 

MARRIED    WOMEN    NOT    EMPLOYED. 

Our  Board  passed  a  resolution  not  to  employ  a  married 
lady  as  teacher  of  any  school  in  the  county,  basing  such  ac- ' 
lion  upon  the  following:  •  - 

First.  A  married  lady  has  domestic  duties  which  occupy 
much  of  her  time  and  attention,  thus  rendering  it  impracti- 
cable for  her  to  givfe  proper  attention  to  her  school  work. 

Second.  Such  action  is  intended, to  encourage  the  unmar- 
ried lady  teachers  of  the  county  to  qualify  themselves  for  the- 
highest  positions. 

HOW    OUR    TEACHERS    ARE    PAID. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  are  not  based  upon  the  grade  of 
certificates,  but  more  upon  the  merits  of  the  teacher. 

School  warrants  are  always  paid  in  cash.  When  the 
treasury  is  exhausted  (this  has  occurred  but  seldom  in  the 
past  two  years),  money  is  borrowed. 

ATTENDANCE    OF    PUPILS. 

There  has  ben  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  enrollment  of 
pupils.  But  it  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  the  average  at- 
tendance is  small  when  compared  with  the  number  enrolled. 
This  is  largely  chargeable  to  the  non-interest  of  the  parents 
and   guardians. 

BUILDINGS,    FURNITURE    AND    APPARATUS.. 

There  are  some  good  buildings,  and  considerable  sums  have 
been  expended  in  supplying  these  with  furniture,  apparatus^; 
etc.,  while  in  some  localities  there  h  need  of  improvement. 

UNIFORMITY    OF    TEXT-BOOKS. 

I  am  opposed  to  State  uniformity  of  text-books,  but  favor 
county  uniformity,     t  think  each  county  should  have  the. 
right  to  legislate  for  itself  in  this  matter. 

13  1  ' 
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OPPOSBS    A    STATE    aRADIXti    COMMITTEE. 

I  am,  to  soxae  extent,  opj>ose<l  to  a  State  Grading  Com- 
mittee; at  least,  I  an>  apposed  to  it  on  th^  grounds  upon 
which  some  base  their  argument,  \iz.;  "That  it  would  keep 
down  fraud."  This  is  true  to  a  great  extent,  possibly  alto- 
gether true,  but  if  a  fraud  is  worked  by  one  or  more,  it  is 
possible  that  others  can  do  the  same.  Therefore,  I  cannot 
see  that  we  could  safely  secure  ourselves  against  all  possible 
frauds  by  such  a  measure. 

OPPOSED    TO    HOIJOAYS. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  sec  a  law  onn«Hed  prohibiting  any  School 
Board  from  paying  any  teacher  for  any  holiday,  except  Na- 
tional holidays.  It  is  without  any  common  reason  to  pay 
a  teacher,  or  any  other  indi vicinal,  for  service  not  actually 
rendered.  .And  on  National  holidays  the  teachers  ought  to 
be  required  to  hold  a})propriate  exercises  in  their  schools. 

K.  M.  YENT, 
County   Superintendent. 


GADSDEN  COUNIT. 

T  submit  my  I'cport  on  die  condition  of  the  schools  of  this 
county  for  the  past  two  yoars. 

CONDITIONS    ON    ASSUMING    OFFirE. 

When  1  entered  up  on  the  duties  of  the  office  of  County 
Superintendent,  Jan.  1st,  189T,  owing  to  the  illness  of  my 
predecessor,  Captain  C.  E.  L.  Allison,  who  had  been  confined 
to  his  room  for  several  months,  I  found  matters  in  a  very  un- 
satisfactory condition.  In  addition  to  this,  our  very  efficient 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction,  the  Hon.  B. 
S.  G.  Smith,  during  the  fall  term  of  1896,  had  been  con- 
fined to  his  bed  for  several  weeks  with  malarial  fever,  which 
also  caused  considerable  friction  in  the  working  of  the  schools. 
A  large  number  of  the  schools  had  closed,  the  terms  of  others 
had  about  half  expired,  and  some  few  had  just  started;  very 
few  warrants  had  been  issued,  many  reports,  monthly  and 
final,  had  been  lost  and  had  to  be  duplicated;  many  of  the 
latter  were  so  imperfect  that  final  reports,  monthly  reports 
and  registers  had  to  be  consulted,  compared  and  adjusted,  in 
order  to  get  matters  into  any  shape,  and  the  only  encouraging 
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Jeatwre  was  that  oui  enrollment  and  average  attendance  were 

evidently  above  that  of  the  previous  year. 

■       .  .    '      •  ■   :         ,     !•       , 

GROWTH    CONTINUOUS. 

Since  ttial  time  our  numbers  have  steadily  increased,  and 
jalthough  measles,  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  have  been 
prevalent  in  our  county,  the  schools  continue  to  be  more 
flourishing,  and,  I  believe,  my  next  annual  report  will  show 
.an  increased  average  of  more  than  20  per  cent,  over  that  of 
last  year. 

NBW  SCH00I.S  AND  HOME  TSACHERS. 

Several  new  schools  have  been  established,  and  our  teach- 
ers, with  very  few'  exceptions,  are  to  the  manor  born — ^na- 
tives of  Gadsden  county — and  the  productions  of  her  schools. 
It  speaks  well  for  them  that  they  are  trying  to  fit  and  per- 
iect  themselves  for  their  calling.  A  great  many  of  them, 
^.he  past  two  ye^rs,  have  been  attending  the  different  col- 
leges, and  we  now  have  on  hand  a  corps  of  teachers  that 
bid  fair  to  be  an  honor  to  Gadsden  county.  Every  year  some 
bright  boys  and  girls  are  coming  to  the  front  from  the  piney 
woods  and  obtaining  a  good  education  at  the  examinations. 

RAISED  SCHOOL  LEVY. 

We  have  raised  oui  school  levy  from  4  and  4^  to  5  mills, 
jmd  there  is  less  prejudice  against  the  public  school  system 
than  at  any  time  during  its  history.  We  have  labored  under 
many  disadvantages  in  our  county,  and  necessarily  have  to 
go  slow,  but  we  are  evidently  on  the  upward  grade,  as  a  proof 
of  which  the  patrons  have  built  several  nice  school  houses 
this  year,  and  a  great  many  are  beginning  to  favor  the  rub- 
district  system.  I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  stir  up  an  educational 
enthusiasm  among  the  people. 

SCHOOL  TERM. 

We  have  what  you  might  call  a  semi-High  School  in 
^uincy,  which  runs  eight  months ;.  two  or  three  central  schools 
in  the  county  run  six  months,  and  all  the  rest  four  months. 

UNIFORM    EXAMINATION  LAW, 

I  attribute  the  decreasing  opposition  to  the  public  schools 
and  the  success  we  are  makingj  more  to  the  Uniform  Exam- 
ination Law  than  to  anything  else,  and  I  regret  very  much 
to  see  so  many  suggestions  from  some,  that  want  to  cor^e  to 
ihe  front,  to  have  the  laws  changed  to  suit  their  different  ^ 
whims  and  their  imaginary  interests. 
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We  had  better  let  the  law  remain  as  it  is  than  he  patching: 
it  up  every  sessipn  of  the  Lgislature.  The  third  grade  cer- 
tificates are  hurting  no  one  except  those  who  hold  tlionu 
This  year  I  could  hardly  get  a  school  to  accept  a  third  grade^ 
teacher  when  there  was  any  possible  chance  to  secure  one  with 
a  first  or  second  grade.  The  people  are  not  going  to  have- 
a  sho4dy  article  when  they  can  get  hold  of  anything  better. 

STATE  GRADING   COMMITTEE^ 

We  are  bitterly  opposed  to  a  State  or  District  Grading. 
Committee.     It  would  be  safe  to  say  that  no  county  is  being 
damaged  by  bogus  importations  from  other  coumties.     No, 
Board  or  Superintendent  is  compelled  to  give  a  teacher  a. 
school  because  he  or  she  holds  a  first  or  second  grade  certifi- 
cate.    There    are    graduates    of    colleges    and    holders    of 
State  certificates  that  we  would  not  keep  long^  if  they  were 
foisted  upon  us.     Let  those  counties  that  are  clamoring  for 
Central  Grading  Committees  drive  off  the  imposters  from  their' 
midst,  and  the  State  will  soon  be  cleared  of  such  tramps  and 
peripatetic  humbugs. 

FAVORS  COUNTY  UNIFORMITY  IN  TEXT-BOOKS* 

We  are  opposed  to  anything  that  goes  beyond,  a  county^ 
uniformity  of  books.     We  want  the  same  books  in  all  the 
county  schools,  and  that  is  as  far  as  we  go  on  that  line.     Wer 


believe  in  local  self-government. 


J.   R.  KEjl , 

County   Superinrtendent. 


HAMILTO:Nr  COUNTY, 

At  your  request  I  submit  the  following  report  m  regard/ 
to  school  affairs  in  Hamilton  county. 

FINANCIAL. 

When  I  came  into  the  office  as  Superintendent,  I  found 
my  county  indebted  ^Oi  about  $2,300.  The  County  Com- 
missioners refused  to  raise  the  millage,  hence,  we  are  still  in* 
debt,  but  think  we  will  be  able  to  reduce  the  amount  consid-  • 
erably  this  year,  and  our  county  will  be  in  better  condition^ 
financially  than  for  many  years. 

INTEREST  AND    COURSE  OF  STXJI>Y. 

The  patrons  seem  to  take  more  interest  in.  the.  education   . 
of  their  children  eaeh   succeeding  year.     This,  I  tfiiifck,  :i^. 


-■  ■■  ~ 
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largely  due  to  *tlic  Teachers'  Assdcilatibn  of  our 'county.  At 
tirst  it  was  an  uphill  business,  but  now  patrons,  as  well  as 
teachers,  take  deep  interest  in  the  exercises,  and  all  say  that 
the}^  gain  a  great  deal  of  information  by  the  various  dis- 
<jussions, 

SCHOOL  HOUSES,  FURNITURE,  ETC, 

The  various  schools  of  the  county  are  better  supplied  with 
.;good  houses  and  patent  desks,,  ^making  the  school-rooms  more 
pleasanlt  and  comfortable. 

SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE. 

The  attendance  at  all  the  schools  is  much  better  this  year 
than  ever  l)ef ore ;  in  fact,  it  increases  annually,  which  showg 
'that  all  parties  are  more  interested  each  year. 

The  county  now  has  two  High  Schools  and  two  Sub-dis- 
trict schools,  both  doing  finely. 

NEEDED  AMENDMENTS  TO  LAWS. 

1.  The  School  Board  should  have  the  authority  to  levy  t,he 
•school  tax. 

2.  Provision  should  be  made  for  the  early  collection  of 
t^xes. 

3.  Tliere  should  be  a  Grading  Committee  appointed  by 
the  State  Superintendent  for  each  Judicial  Circuit,  as  I  advo- 
•cated  at  tlie  Superintendents'  Convention  at  JacksoTiville 
last  spring. 

4.  The  salary  of  Superintendents  should  be  fixed  by  the 
Legislature,  based  on  number  of  schools.  The  expensrjs  of 
■Superintendents  in  visiting  so  large  a  number  of  schools  are 
very  heavy,  and  in  order  that  he  may  be  able  to  discharge 
his  whole  duts^  he  should  receive  a  fair  remuneration  for 
his  services.     '  JNO.  E.  HANNA, 

County   Superintendent. 


HERNANDO  COUNTY. 

I  suligiiit  the  following  as  my  bi-ennial  report  on  the  educa- 
'tional  progress  of  Hernando  county. 

GENERAL    ADVANCEMENT. 

Since  my  last  report  our  progress  has  been  "onward  an(J 
upward.''  While  we  are  much  gratified  at  our  improved  con- 
dition, we  are  not  sapsfied',  but  realize  that  much  is  yet  to  be 
accomplishe(f  before  we  reach  the  limit  of  possible  improve- 
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ment.  A  spirit  «f  )io|i|as|iiin^A'!,  co-operation  an<},|!l$|>irationi or 
better  things  exists  among  teachers,  patrons,  school  officers 
and  pupils.  The  standard  has  been  placed  high,  and  all  are 
striving  with  unity  of  purpose  to  reach  it.  That  conditions 
are  gratifying  is  apparent  from  the  last  Grand  Jury*s  general 
presentment  on  the  subject,  made  January  12,1899:  '^The 
schools  under  the  present  management  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  county."  Local  dissensions 
in  three  districts  about  the  building  and  location  of  school 
houses  have  marred  the  general  harmony,  and  this  explains 
the  qualification  in  the  presentments. 

BOARD    OP    PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 

The  members  of  our  School  Board,  W.  E.  Law,  T.  D.  Graham,, 
and  H.  T.  Valentine,  are  progressive  and  practical  men.     The 
present  'prosperous  condition  of  our  school  affairs  is  largely 
due  to  their  intense  interest  and  fearless  discharge  of  their 
important  duties.     Without  their  constant   co-operation  and 
willingly  given  assistance,  the  teachers  and  County  Superin- 
tendent  would   have   ialien   far   short   of   the   scood    results^ 
obtained.     They  are  liberal,  practical  and  wisely  prudent  in. 
the  management  of  our  school  finances.     In  making  appro- 
priations, they  will  not  go  beyond  the  limits  of  probable  in- 
come, and  are  careful  in  all  their  expenditures  that  the  public- 
fund  be  not  wasted.     Yet  they  are  neither  parsimonious  nor 
niggardly  to   teachers  or   schools.     They  pay  their  teachers- 
promptly  at  the  close  of  each  month,  and   will   not  permit- 
school  warrants  to  be  hawked  about  the  streets  at  a  discount. 

COUNTY    COMMISSIONERS. 

The  County  Commissioners  of  this  county  are  in  hearty 
sympathy  with  our  educational  interests.  They  cheerfully 
levy  the  full  limit  of  school  taxes,  and  assist  in  every  other 
legitimate  way  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  schools. 

SUPERVISORS    AND    TRUSTEES. 

Our  Supervisors  and  Trustees  have  proven  themselves  to  be 
men  of  enterprise  and  public  spirit  in  promoting  the  best  in- 
terests of  their  local  schools.  With  scarcely  an  exception 
they  have  contributed  liberally  of  their  time,  labor  and  mont*y 
to  make  them  more  successful  and  efficient,  and  have  cordially 
co-operated 'with  teachers  and  Superintendent  in  their  efforts 
to  elevate  the' educational  standard  and  improve  the  methods 
of  instyruction.  The  local  s6hool  officer  is  a  potentiar  factor  in^ 
the  success  of  the  school. 
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TEAOHBBa. 


The  scholarship  and  proficiency  of  the  teachers  of  thiff 
county  have  been  improved  to  a  marked  degree  during  the 
past  two  years.  Our  teachers  have  attended  Teachers'  Summer 
Schools,  lectures,  Institutes  and  teachers'  association !>,  ahd 
have  read  pedagogical  books  and  educational  periodicals  until 
they  are  keenly  alive  to  and  conversant  with  the  best  methods 
of  modern  teaching.  We  require  this,  and  in  return  we  give 
them  the  preference  in  assignment  to  schools.  Among  the 
whites  there  is  not  a  third  grade  teacher,  and  only  five  of  the 
second  grade  in  the  county.  I  refer  to  those  who  are  dis- 
tinctly Hernando  county  teachers.  We  have  only  two  of  the 
second  grade  from  abroad.  All  of  our  second  grade  intend 
to  obtain  a  first  at  the  next  examination  or  resign.  The 
atmosphere  here  is  not  healthy  for  third  grade  teachers — they 
climb  higher  or  retire.  I  am  more  impressed  than  ever  with 
the  usefulness  and  importance  of  the  home  teacher.  Her- 
nando county  has  given  to  the  public  schools  an  excellent  class 
of  teachers  reared  in  her  own  institutions.  Gratifying  reports 
reach  us  of  their  success  and  popularity  in  other  portions  of 
the  State  where  they  have  been  called  to  teach. 

FINANCIAL. 

The  delay  in  the  collection  of  taxes  is  the  most  annoying 
circumstance  connected  with  our  finances.  The  freeze  of  1894 
and  the  drought  of  last  year  have  reduced  our  income  con- 
siderably, compelling  a  mortifying  reduction  in  salaries,  but 
we  hope  for  better  things  in  this  respect  in  the  near  future. 
From  present  indications,  the  operations  of  the  schools  this 
year  will  leave  the  Board  out  of  debt.  Money  is  borrowed  to 
meet  expenses  because  the  taxes  are  uncollected  at  the  time 
the  schools  must  be  taught.  Will  or  can  the  Legislature 
remedy  this  evil  ? 

NEW  COURSES  OF  STUDY,  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

The  rapid  advancement  of  our  public  schools  has  compelled 
a  revision  of  pur  course  of  study.  The  Board  issued  Septem- 
ber 3j  1898,  rules  and  regulations  for  the  county  and  a  course 
of  study  for  each  of  the  three  classes  of  schools  taught,, 
elementary,  grammar  and  high  school,  so  arranged  as  to  se- 
cure uniformity  of  grade  in  all  the  schools.  Strict  adherence- 
to  the  courses  of  study  is  compulsory  upon  teachers  and  pupils  .. 
Our  rules  and  regulations  were  given  our  closest  thought  and 
deepest  study  in  their  preparation.  They  have  been  pro- 
nounced admirable  by  the  highest  school  authority  in  the- 
State. 
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SCHOOL    HOUSJES  AND     FURNITURE. 

Three  comfortable  frame  school  houses  have  been  built — one 
-a  large  two-story  building — one  has  been  enlarged,  another 
fiic6ly  ceiled  and  three  furnished  with  parent  desks,  since  my 
last  bi-ennial  report.  Exery  school  house  in  the  county  is  a 
♦comfortable  frame  building,  and  is  furnished  with  good  seats 
{two  exceptions),  maps,  charts,  text-book  library,  ample  black- 
'Iboards,  water  facilities,  stoves  and  desks,  and  in  some,  globes. 
Six  schools  have  patent  desks.  We  have  not  an  old-fashioned 
log  cabin  school  house  in  the  county. 

FREE  BOOK  SYSTEM. 

The  free  school  book  system  has  been  continued,  and  in- 
^fjreasesin  populanty  with  the  people.  The  longer  we  use  it 
»the  better  we  like  it.  It  is  regarded  by  all  classes  of  our 
people  as  absolutely  indispensable.  To  go  back  to  the  old 
system  now  would  be  suicidal. 

■'  .1   .i  teachers'  institute. 

We  still  retain  the  Teachers'  Institute  in  our  educational 
system.  We  have  kept  it  in  operation  for  live  years,  and  have 
found  it  to  be  a  most  useful  means  of  improving  the  methods 
and  sustaining  the  high  character  of  our  teaching  force.  The 
institUe  brings  out  and  improves  the  good  points  of  good 
teachers,  and  reveals  the  inferior  character  of  poor  teachers, 
who  cannot  be  improved.  It  is  maintained  under  the  auspices 
of  the  School  Board  and  conducted  by  the  County  Superin- 
tendent as  a  school  of  instruction  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
teaching.  A  session  of  the  Institute,  continuing  a  week  or 
more,  is  held  in  August  and  once  a  month  during  the  term  of 
.school.     Atte^idance  of  teachers  is  compulsory, 

LITERARY    SOCIETIES. 

The  number  of  literary   societies  in  the   public   schools  has 
"been  increased,  and  through  their  operation  interest  in  educa- 
tion has  been  largely  augmented.     By   them  the    children  are 
made  familiar  with  parliamentary   usage,  taught  how  to  con- 
•  duct  public  meetings  and   societies,  and    encouraged    to  culti- 
V  vate  a  healthy  literary  taste.     Through  them,  we  expect  to  se- 
, ,  cure  useful    libraries   of   miscellaneous    books  in  our  public 
; -schools. 

SCHOOL    GROUNDS. 

Beautifying   school  grounds   and   keeping  tham  neat    and 
-clean,  is  a  noticeable  and    commendable  feature  of  our   prog- 
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ress.     Teachers  and  pupils  generally  have   shown  much  pride 
in  making  school  rooms  presentable  and  attractive. 

SCHOOL    SUB-DISTRICTS. 

A  large  majority  of  our  school  districts  have  been  converted 
into  school  sub-districts,  and  special  taxes  aggregating  over 
41,500  per  annum  are  levied  by  the  votes  of  the  people.  Before 
the  close  of  this  year  all  the  districts  of  the  county  will  prob- 
ably be  made  school  sub-districts,,  levying  special  taxes  for 
school  purposes,  except  two.  This  feature  of  our  school  sys- 
tem has  met  with  increased  popular  favor.  It  would  be  a 
:great  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  to  undertake  to 
eliminate  it  from  our  school  law,  or  in  any  way  cripple  it  by 
adverse  legislation.  The  present  law  should  be  improved  and 
made  to  conform  to  the  constitution.  The  County  Treasury 
should  be  the  depositary  of  all  special  school  funds,  and  sub- 
district  trustees  should  be  authorized  to  draw  warrants  on  the 
Treasurer  against  the  amount  of  special  school  funds  placed  to 
their  credit  in  his  hands,  as  the  County  Commissioners  and 
School  Boards  now  do.  The  relations  between  the  trustees 
and  the  County  School  Board  should  be  more  clearly  defined, 
«o  as  to  prevent  friction  between  them. 

PUBLIC    FAVOR. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  and  almost 
unanimous  support  accorded  the  public  schools  and  school  offi- 
cers by  the  citizens  of  the  county.  During  the  din  of  a  most 
iurious  clamor  raised  by  the  few  political  clackers  here,  the 
present  Board  was  overwhelminly  re-elected  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. This  was  a  deserved  tribute  paid  by  an  enlightened  cit- 
izenship to  the  progressiveness  faithfulness,  and  courage  of  the 
men  placed  in  charge  of  school  affairs  two  years  ago. 

A.  M.  C.  RUSSELL, 
County  Superintendent. 


HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY- 

In  accordance  with  your  request  I  send  you  the  following 
report : 

After  a  thorough  examination  of  the  schools  of  this  (o  mty 
I  find  that  manv  of  inv  schools  have  done  excellent  work;  and, 
on  the  whole,  all  have  done  fairly  well,  and  probably  compare 
:favorably  with  the  schools  of  other  counties  and  States,  yet  I 
am  not  satisfied  with  the  results.  , 

Matters  of  such  vital  importance  as^  public  edqoation  should 
be  considered  candidly  and  frankly,  and  when  they  are  not 
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what  they  should  he,  fulsome  praise  and  roseate  reports  will 
not  correct  the  existing  evils. 

The  causes  for  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of   our   schooh 
deserve  careful  and  honest  investigj»tion.      These  causes  may- 
be briefly  stated  under  three  hfeads: 

1.  Short  terms. 

2.  Untrained  teachers. 

3.  Constant  change  of  teachers. 

SHORT  TERMS  A  WASTB. 

It  is  a  criminal  waste  of  money  to  the  State  and  of  preoion 
time  to  the  children  to  give  only  four  or  five  months'    terms 
taught  in  many  instances  by  untrained  teachers.     Long   vaca 
tions  discourage  pupils,  as  it  takes  so  long  to  form  nght  habit 
of  study,  that  by  the  time  they  get  interested   in  their   work., 
and  are  beginning  to  make  real   progress,  the  term  ends,   anS 
another  long  vacation  follows,  broken  by  another  school  terinfc. 
of  four  or  five  months,  and  probably  taught   by  an   inexper  — 
ienced   teacher  who  in   consequence  of  the  yearly    changes 
which  take  place,  spends  half  the  session  in  organizing  the 
school,  and  getting  acquainted  with  the  disposition,  capabilities 
and  environments  of  the  pupils,  if,  happily,  his  mind  has   suf« 
ficent  maturity  to  consider  these  important  points. 

The  consequence  is  that  nine-tenths  ef  the  pupils  between 
fourteen  and  fifteen,  an  age  when  they  should  be  able  to  da 
intelligent  work  in  the  shops  or  on  the  farm,  do  not  even 
know  the  bent  of  their  own  minds. 

NRGESSITY  FOR  TRAINED  TEACHERS. 

The  necessity  for  carefully  trained  teachers  is  not  disputed 
by  any  thoughtful  people  in  this  enlightened  age;  and  as  bad  as 
short  sessions  are,  untrained  teachers  are  worse.  It  is  better 
to  have  a  child  in  school  five  months  under  a  teacher  who  has 
been  specially  trained  for  the  work,  than  to  have  it  ten  months 
under  a  teacher  who  has  not  received  this  training^,  even 
though  he  be  a  college  graduate. 

teachers'    salaries. 

A  good  corps  of  trained  teachers  con  not  be  maintained  oa 
poor  pay  and  half  year  employment.  Teachers,  as  well  as 
people  in  other  professions,  do  not  remain  young  always  and 
must  look  out  for  a  "rainy  day;"  and  thirty  to  sixty  .doUiara 
per  month  does  not  even  furnish  a  living  for  one  year;jCon- 
sequently>  year  by  year,  competent  teachers  drop  out. and  go- 
into  other  lines  of  work,  leave  the'field  to  be  octsupied  by  inex^ 
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perienced  F6eniils,iiriioif  p688e8fied  of  talent  soon  follow  in  tbe^ 
footsteps  of  their  predecessors. 

Now  as  to  the  remedies  for  the  evils  enumerated: 

The  school  tax  is  a  tax  of  which  the  people  n^ver  complain^, 
if  the  results  are  satisfactory.     This  tax  falls  as  heavily  on  the* 
poor  laborer  in  the  remotest  outlying  school  districts  as  it  does 
on  those  living  in  the  towns  and  cities;  and  these  districts  are 
as  much  entitled  to  first  class  teachers  and  first  class  schools^ 
as  any  other  portions  of  the  county.     Now,  the  problem  to  be- 
solved  is,  how  can  every  section  be  efiiciently  served?    How 
con  the  best  interests  of  education  among  the  masses  be  pro-  - 
moted? 

In  considering  this  question  the  following  remedies  suggests 
themselves: 

1st.  A  consolidation  of  the  small  schools.     This,  of  course,, 
would  be  a  matter  of  a  little   inconvenience  to  some   of  the 
pupils,  but  it  would  be  a  utilization  of  funds  that  would  give 
more   school    months   and   would  justify  the  employment  of . 
better  teachers. 

2d.  Have  one  teacher  appointed  to  two  schools  in  isolated"* 
districts,  teaching  both  schools  alternately,  devoting  a  week 
to  each.  Experience  has  shown  that  this  has  brought  about 
excellent  results  in  other  countries.  While  this  plan  would 
not  save  dollars  to  the  county,  it  would  secure  better  teachers 
for  the  children,  as  a  teacher  could  afford  to  teach  ten  months 
in  the  year  for  a  smaller  salary  than  he  could  for  four  or  five 
months.  In  some  sections  at  certain  times  in  the  year  rhe 
children  are  needed  at  home  to  work,  but  this  might  be  over- 
come by  giving  short  vacations,  or  by  half  day  sessions, 
arranging  it  so  that  the  larger  pupils  should  receive  their 
instruction  from  seven  until  ten,  and  the  primary  grades  from, 
particulars  respecting  this  institution  in  order  to  show  the 
ten  until  one  o'clock. 

Suggestions  might  be  offered  with  reference  to  Course  of 
Study,  Methods  of  Teaching,  Compulsory  Attendance,  etc.,  but 
this  report  is  already  too  lengthly. 

I  append  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion of  this  county,  which  I  deem  of  sufficient  importance  for 
publication  in  your  report. 

L.  W.  BUCHHOLZ, 

County  Superintendent. . 


BESOLUTIONS  OF  COUNTY  SCHOOL  BOARD. 

To  the  Honorable  Senator  and  Members  of   the  House  ^r 
Representatives  from  Hillsborough  County : 

The  members  of  the  School  Board  of  Hillsborough  county 
respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable  body,  that  Sec.  8^ 
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Art.  12,  of  the  Constitution  of  Florida,  is  so  restrictive  upon 
the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  as  to  make  it  entirely  imprac- 
ticable for  them  to  promote  the  best  educational  interest  of 
the  State,  which  we  feel  satisfiBd  was  contemplated  by  the 
honorable  members  of  the  Convention  that  framed  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State. 

Ist.  The  valuation  of  property  throughout  the  State  has 
l^een  so  materially  lessened  by  the  cold  wave  that  passed  over 
the  State  four  years  ago  as  to  render  the  maximum  tax  of  five 
mills  for  educational  purposes,  in  some  sections,  less  than  the 
minimum  of  three  mills  provided  by  the  framers  of  the.  Con- 
fifitution  when  this  important,  and,  we  may  ^3.j,  paramount 
interest  of  the  State  was  considered. 

As  custodians  of  the  educational  interests  of  Hillsborough 
-county,  we  have  jealously  guarded  its  interests  in  our  very 
hest  conception  and  in  as  economical  a  manner  ds  this  interest 
would  admit  of,  but  we  find  ourselves  so  hampered  by  the  in- 
adequate funds  that  the  Constitution  places  at  our  disposal, 
^nd  that,  too,  at  the  discretion  of  other  agencies,  as  to  defeat 
us  in  our  highest  aim  and  pride,  that  of  making  Florida's 
educational  advantages  first  and  foremost  in  the  ranks  of 
Southern  States. 

We  respectfully  submit :  1st.  That  in  Hillsborough  county, 
vand  we  believe  the  same  feeling  exists  throughout  the  State, 
no  portion  of  the  county  tax  is  more  cheerfully  paid,  and 
whose  increase  would  be  more  willingly  met,  than  that  appro- 
priated to  the  school  fund. 

We  submit:  2nd.  That  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Instruction,  being  elected  by  the  people,  are  eminently 
the  choice  of  the  district  they  represent,  and  should  have  ex- 
"Clusive  control  of  such  appropriations  as  in  their  wisdom  will 
be  required  to  maintain  the  public  school  system  of  the  county, 
and  we  further  recommend  that  the  Constitution  be  so 
amended  as  to  provide  for  this  change. 

We  submit  and  respectfully  recommend  to  your  Honorable 
Body:  3rd.  That  Art.  12,  Sec.  8,  be  so  amended  as  to  read 
•"a  tax  of  not  less  than  8  mills  nor  more  than  10  mills  on  the 
dollar  on  all  taxable  property  in  the  same." 

Dr.  G.  H.  Symmes, 

Perrv  G.  Wall, 

Hugh  Somerville. 
Attest:     L.  W.  Buchholz, 

Secretary  and  County  Superintendent. 
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HOLMES  COUNTY. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  respectfully  submit  the- 
following  brief  report  of  the  public  school  operations  of 
Holmes  county,  from  July  1,  1896,  to  June  30,  1898. 

CONDITION    OF    THINGS    FOUND. 

When  I  entered  upon  the  responsible  duties  as  County" 
Superintendent,  January  6,  1896,  I  regret  very  much  to 
say,  with  due  respect  to  my  predecessior,  that  I  found 
the  school  indebtedness  to  be  J56,163.16.  In  a  poor  county^ 
like  this,  where  the  total  receipts  on  the  school  fund  will  not ' 
exceed  |5,014  per  annum,  it  will  be  conceded  that  the  tinan-^ 
cial  condition  was  not  good. 

WHAT    WAS    DONE. 

We  could  not  reduce  the  school  term,  as  it  was  already  at 
the  minimum  limit.  We  could  not  unite  any  of  the  schools,. 
as  none  were  located  nearer  than  three  miles  of  each  other  ^ 
so  we  had  to  reduce  teachers'  salaries.  This  we  did  not  like^ 
to  do,  as  they  were  not  receiving  enough  for  their  services. 
A  teacher  should  receive  enough  for  his  services  to  enable- 
him  to  save  some  monev. 

A  person  is  expected  to  make  more  than  a  meager  support, 
at  any  other  profession,  why  not  at  teaching? 

TEACHERS  BOARDED  FREE. 

With  few  exceptions  the  teachers  had  no  board  bills  to  pay^ 
as  the  patrons  welcomed  them  into  their  homes  free  of  charge. 
Hight  here  I  wish  to  especially  thank  the  benevolent  ladies  of  ^ 
this  county  for  the  kind  treatment  teachers  have  received  at 
Ibeir  hands.     Greater  love  for  the  ladies  hath  no  man  than  I^ 
They  are  always  at  the  post  of  duty. 

I  will  say  by  way  of  encouragement  and  of  a  statement  of 
facts  to  the  ladies  who  are  teaching  and  expect  to  become- 
teachers,  that  some  of  our  best  teachers  are  female  teachers. 

God  bless  the  kind  mothers ;  they  are  always  ready  to  send 
their  children  to  school.     If  fathers  had  the  interest  in  the- 
educating  of  their  children  that  mothers  have,  we  would  not^ 
need  a  compulsory  educational  law,  but  as  it  is,  we  do  need 
such  a  law. 

THE    OLD    DEBT    PARTLY    PAID. 

During  the  past  two  scholastic  years  we  have  paid  abou^ 
one-half  of  the  old  debt. 
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STANDARD    OF    TBACUURS    RAISED. 

The  standard  of  teachers  has  been  raised  by  oomplying 
^th  the  State  Uniform  Exanlination^  law,  and  the  attendance 
^t  the  Summer  Trainmg  Schools. 

RULES,   REGULATIONS    AND    COURSE    OF    STUDY. 

We  have  tlules,  Regulations  and  Coarse  of  Study  for  the 

guidance  of  teachers.     We  are  trying  W.  M.  Welch  &  Co.'s 

^^Classification  Set"  in  the  Westville  High  School,  and  if  it 

proves  to  be  the  record  we  think  it  is  we  will  place  it  in  tbe 

rural  schools. 

NEEDED  AMENDMENTS  TO  LAWS. 

The  School  Boards  should  have  sole  authority  to  levy  the 
•School  tax,  and  Section  8,  Article  12,  of  the  Constitution 
should  be  amended  by  strikmg  out  the  words,  ''nor  more  than 
£ve  mills." 

J.  A.  J.  HATHAWAY, 
County  Superintendent. 


JACKSON  COUNTY. 

In  reply  to  the  request  for  a  brief  report  of  the  condition  of 
rschool  work  in  Jackson  county,  the  following  is  respectfully 
submitted : 

The   schools,  with  but  few  exceptions,   are  moving   along 

micely  with  a  fair  average  attendance  and  reasonable  progress. 

Since  your  last  bi-ennial  report   we  have  had  erected    in  our 

county,  by  the  patrons,  some  very  creditable  school  houses,  and, 

-on  the  whole,  I  would  say  the  school  interest  is  on  the  upward 

tendency. 

TOO   MANY    SCHOOLS    ESTABLISHED. 

The  retiring  Board  has,  in  my  judgment,  allowed  too  many 
schools  created  considering  the  amount  of  school  funds  re- 
<«eived,  but  I  hope  and  believe  our  new  Board  will  be  more 
-careful  on  this  line. 

SCHOOL  BOARD  SHOULD  LEVY  SCHOOL  TAX. 

I  certainly  think  that  the  power  given  to  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  to  say  what  amount  of  tax  should  be  levied  for 
school  purposes,  should,  at  the  next  Legislature,  be  changed 
and  placed. in  the  hands  of  the  School  Board,  for  it  is  presuma- 
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ble'^ftt  they  atre   better   acquainted  with   the  need^  of   the 
echoois  tiian  any  other  body. 

MAKE   COUNTT  817PSBINTS2n)BNT  >IBMBER  OF  BOABD. 

I  also  favor  a  law  making  the  County  Superintendent  a 
•nember-af;tbe  School  Board,  and  also  having  one  meniberfrom 
the  county  at  large,  which  would  make  five  members  instead 
of  three. 

GBADING  COMMITTEE  FOB  EACH  JUDICIAL  CIBCinT, 

I  also  favor  having  one  Grading  Committee  to  do  the  work 
"for  several  conn  ties,  say  each  Judicial  District.  My  reason 
ior  this  is  that  theri^  can  scarcely  be  had  a  committee  in  any 
county,  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  hand- writing  of  some  of 
the  applicants,  and  would  suggest  that  this  committee  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  State  Superintendent  and  selected  from  the 
teachers  of  some  other  district  than  the  one  in  which  thev  are 
to  act  as  such  committee. 

DISTBICT    INSTITUTES. 

The  attendance  at  County  Institutes  is  usually  small,  the 
reason  generally  given  is  that  teachers  are  not  supplied  with 
means  of  conveyance,  so  I  have  decided  to  divide  the  county 
into  three  distHcts,  so  that  no  teacher  can  plead  this  as  au  ex- 
cuse in  the  future — placing  one  of  these  Institutes  in  the  reach 
of  all.  I  hope  you  may  have  the  co-operation  of  the  next  Leg- 
islature in  your  work,  and  have  such  needed  changes  made  in 
the  present  law,  as  your  observation'  and  experience  have 
shown  to  be  beneficial. 

A.  J.  WOOLDRIDGE, 
County  Superintendent. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY. 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  public  schools  of  this  county,  for  the  two  years 
ending  June  30,  1898: 

IMPBOVED     FlIfANCES. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  report  a  substantial  improve- 
ment in  our  finances  during  the  past  two  years,  notwithstand- 
ing ths  general  depression  in  all  lines  of  business,  and  the 
consequent  hard  times  prevailing. 

A  school  debt  of  $5,700  had  been  reduced  to  less  than  $2,000 
by  July  .1,1898,  and   the  County  Treasurer  reported   to  the 
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School  Board,  at  its  November  meeting,  "That  all  outstand^ 
ing  warrants  had  been  paid."  '  * 

SCHOOL    WARRANTS     AT     PAR. 

Our  teachers  are  paid  their   salaries   promptly  and    school 
warrants  are  at  par,  instead  lof  being   subject   to  a  discount  as- 
heretofore. 

LONGER  TERMS. 

This  improvement  in   our  finances  has   been  accomplishe<k 
by  the  practice  of   simple   business   economy,  and  not  at  any 
sacrifice  by  our   schools,  either  in   the  way  of   less  efficient 
teachers,  or  shorter  terms;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  work  don^- 
in  the  schools  has   been  a  decided   improvement  on  that  don&- 
in  past  years,  and  the  terms  of  five  or  six  schools  have  beei» 
lengthened. 

NEW     BUILDINGS. 

Four  new  school  houses  have  been  built  and  substantial  re- 
pairs made  on  five,  while  seven  have  been  provided  with  pat- 
ent desks. 

OUR    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

The  Monticello  High  School,  which  is  a  graded  school  with 
a  distinct  High  School  department,  employs  five  teachers,  ha» 
an  eight  months  term  and  is  well  patronized  by  the  citizens  of 
Monticello  and  the  surrounding  country.  It  has  been  very 
much  improved  of  late  and  is  now  a  credit  to  the  county  and 
State.  There  are  ten  other  graded  schools  in  the  county  with 
eight  months  terms. 

COURSE     OF     STUDY. 

Heretofore  this  county  had  not  adopted  any  course  of  study, 
but  the  Board  has  recently  remedied  this  want,  and  has  now 
in  press  a  twenty-page  pamphlet  devoted  to  this  subject. 

CHEAP     SCHOOL     BOOKS. 

Our  Board,  after  the  recent  adoption  of  text  books  for  the 
county,  made  arrangements  with  our  local  agent  whereby  these 
books  are  sold  to  the  children  at  an  advance  of  only  10  per 
cent,  on  their  net  cost  to  the  Board,  a  great  improvement  on 
former  arrangements. 

A    GOOD    SCHOOL    BOARD. 

In  my  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  the  school  system  of 
the  county,  I  have  had  the  hearty  co-operation  and  assistance 
of  an  intelligent  and  public  spirited  School  Board,  who  have 
cheerfully  seconded  all  of  my   suggestions,    without  which  I' 
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could  have  accomplished  but  little,  and  I  am  glad  to  saj  that 
their  efforts  seem  to  have  been  appreciated,  as  they  have  aii 
been  re-elected. 

PLANS    FOB     THE     FUTURE. 

I  shall  try  to  establish  libraries  in  all  country  schools,  as 
essential  factors  in  building  them  up  and  stimulating  interest 
in  education. 

I  shall  also  try  to  organize  a  County  Teachers'  Association. 

NEEDED  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  LAWS. 

1.  Either  make  Supervisors  more  efficient  or  abolish  the 
office. 

2.  Establish  a  State  Grading  Committee  to  grade  all  papers. 
There  can  be  no  uniformity  in  the  grades  of  certificates  under 
existing  circumstances,  as  the  standard  of  excellence  is  differ- 
ent in  each  county,  and  changes  in  the  same  county  with 
every  change  in  the  membership  of  the  Grading  Committee. 

J.  H.  GIRARDEAU, 
County  Superintendent. 


LAFAYETTE  COUNTY.' 

In  reporting  the  condition  of  school  affairs  in  this  county,  I 
beg  leave  to  state  that  school  work  is  progressing  nicely.  The 
schools  are  in  better  condition  this  year  than  they  have  ever 
been.  More  interest  is  manifested  every  year  by  patrons, 
children  and  teachers,  and  a  constant  demand  is  made  for 
longer  terms  and  better  school  facilities.  These,  however, 
under  the  present  law,  allowing  the  County  Commissioners  to 
fix  the  number  of  mills  to  be  levied  for  school  purposes,  can 
not  be  granted ;  under  the  circumstances  our  School  Board 
is  doing  all  it  can. 

NEW     BUILDINGS. 

During  the  last  two  years  there  have  been  four  n  ew  frame 
school  buildings  constructed,  the  titles  for  the  land  oh  which 
said  buildings  were  constructed  are  on  file  in  this  office.  The 
buildings  were  furnished  with  a  reasonable  amount  of  modern 
apparatus  with  other  improvements. 

14  1 
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fiTATK  UNIFOKM   EXAMINATION  LAW. 

The  teachers  and  pe(»ple  he.ntily  endorse  tlie  LTniforra 
Examination  law  for  many  reasons.  The  present  system  of 
grading  committees  is  preferable  to  a  State  Grading  Commitiee. 

UXIFOK.M  TEXT  BOOKS. 

We  have  a  uniform  series  of  text  b^oks  adopted  in  thift 
eounty,  which  as  a  general  rule  are  used  with  much  success  in 
all  public  schools. 

COUNTY      INSTITl'TES. 

Dming  the  past  two  years  County  Institutes  have  been  held, 
fcnt  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  they  were  not  as  well  attended  as 
ihey  should  have  been.  Great  interest  wan  manifested  by 
those  who  attended  and  much  good  was  done. 

TEAOIIEUS'  SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 

We  hope  to  have  this  year  another  Summer  School  for  the 
benefit  of  our  teachers,  for  we  fully  recognize  the  benefits  of 
those  institutions.  On  the  whole  1  would  sav  that  there  has 
been  much  growth  in  school  interest  in  the  last  two  years  and 
it  is  continually  increasing. 

C^OUNTY    HKJH    SCHOOL. 

The  Ct.unty  High  School  located  at  Mjiyo,  the  county  seat, 
tstablished  by  my  predecessor,  at  this  lime  under  the  princi- 
palship  of  Prof.  E.  M.  Hancock,  has  been  a  great  success.  A 
few  years  past  this  county  was  without  a  supply  of  teachers, 
and  was  forced  to  employ  teachers  from  other  counties,  but 
such  is  not  the  case  now,  a  full  corps  of  teachers  has  been 
l^repared  by  the  county  High  School.  Its  fall  term  opens 
September  1,  winter  term  January  1,  closmg  the  latter  part  of 
April.  The  June  Examination  is  well  attended  by  students 
from  this  school,  at  least  65  per  cent,  of  whom  are  successful 
in  obtaining  certificates,  and  make  our  best  teachers. 

[Then  followed  a  complete  county  statistical  report,  but  the 
»ame  facts  being  published  in  Chapters  IV  and  V,  are  omitted 
Isre.]   ' 

Z.  JONES, 

County  Superiatendent. 


211 


LAKE  COUNTY. 

In  obedience  to  request  I  send  you  a  report  of  the  condition 
:and  progress  of  the  Lake  county  schools  during  the .  last  two 
j^ears. 

(JHEERFUL    SUPPORT    OF    THE    PEOPLE. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  to  you  again  that  whatever  material 
or  businesjs  interests  of  the  county  may  have  suffered  for  lack 
of  finances  to  conduct  them  in  the  last  two  years,  the  schools 
are  sustained  with  an  interest  and  determination  that  always 
brings  success.  iVb  part  of  our  taxes  are  paid  so  cheerfully 
<is  thefice  niills  for  school  purposes. 

12UALIFICATIONS    AND    SALARIES     OF    TEACHERS. 

Our  teachers  are  superior  in  ability  to  those  of  other  years 
:and  we  are  by  some  means  able  to  pay  them  as  much  per 
pupil  as  we  have  ever  done,  in  some  districts  salaries  have  not 
been  derreased  at  all.  One  of  our  present  corps  of  white 
teachers  holds  a  State  certificate,  fourteen  hold  first  grades, 
thirty-eight  hold  second  grades  and  five  hold  third  grades. 
All  of  our  colored  teachers  hold  second  grades  except  three. 

FIXAXfES. 

School  warrants  are  always  paid  at  par.  The  school  term 
in  each  of  the  past  two  years  has  begun  with  about  |5,50l)  in 
the  treasury.  Just  at  this  time  (January  1899)  the  treasury 
is  without  funds,  but  this  is  the  first  time  it  has  been  so  in  the 
past  few  years.  The  cause  of  this  shortage  is  that  teachers 
have  been  paid  for  four  and  five  months  teachmg  and  only  a 
very  small  part  of  the  taxes  for  1898  have  been  paid.  This 
<5ondition  will  continue  onlva  short  time  and  in  the  meanwhile 
money  has  been  provided  with  which  to  pay  teachers  in  full  at 
tlie  end  of  every  month. 

LENGTH    OF    TERM. 

Last  year  our  school  term  was  from  6  to  9  moLths.  All 
schools  in  the  county  were  given  at  lea3t  six  months.  All 
schools  were  given  eight  months  on  condition  that  the  people 
-of  the  district  would  pay  the  salary  of  the  teacher  for  one 
month.  Many 'districts  took  advantage  of  this  offer  and  con- 
tinued their  schools  for  that  length  of  time.  The  Leesburg 
High  School  was  continued  for  9  months  in  all  of  its  depart- 
ments, the  town  of  Leesburg  payingthe  salaries  of  the  teachers 
in  full  for  the  last  two  months.  This  year  the  term  will  be 
«even  months  on  condition  that  the  patrons  will  pay  one  half 
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of  the  salary  of  the    teachers  for  the   seventh  month.     The- 
High  School  at  Leesburg,  which  ar>y  pupil   of   the  county  is- 
permitted  to  attend  without  paying  tuition^  will  probably  con- 
tinue nine  months  as  usual,  the  town  paying  the  salaries-  of  the- 
teachers  for  the  last  two  mouths. 

FEW    CHANGES    OF    TEAOHEKS- 

We  are  gratified  to  know  that  we  are  now  able  to  hold 
many  of  our  teachers  in  the  same   school   continuoiksly   for- 
many   years.      Fewer   changes  are    being   n^de   now    than 
ever  before.     School  patrons  recognize  that  nine  good  quali- 
ties in  a  teacher  outweigh  one  weak  quality,  and  therefore  do- 
not  ask  for  their  removal  for  trifling  causes.     It  is  also  gen- 
erally  known    now   that    the   best   teachers  are  needed    for 
primary  work  and  every  graded  school  in  our  cotinly  now  has 
an  excellent  teacher  for  its  primary  department. 

SUPPLY    OF    TEACHERS. 

We  now  have  manv  more  teachers  than  we  have  schools.- 
Every  year  many  pupils  coming  from  the  public  schools  are? 
examined  and  receive  certificates  to  teach.  Our  schools  are- 
taught  almost  entirely  by  teachers  who  reside  in  thi^  county ► 

COURSES    OF    STUDY. 

Courses  of  study  and  rules  and  regulations  have  been  pre- 
pared for  all  of  our  schools.  These  have  been  found  to  be: 
both  a  necessitv  and  a  convenience. 

NEW    BUILDINGS  AND    FURNITURE. 

Several  comfortable  school  houses  have  been  built  in  the- 
past  two  years,  and  many  have  been  furnished  with  comforta- 
ble desks.  To  the  delight,  comfort  and  benefit  of  the  children 
the  shapt  less,  torturing  seat  of  former  years  is  fast  disap- 
pearing. 

J.  C.  COMPTON, 

County  Superintendent. 


LEE  COUNTY. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  ol  sub- 
mitting the  following  report  relative  to  the  public  schools  of 
Lee  county  for  the  two  years  ending  June  SOth^  189&v 

This  county  is  nearly  sixty  miles  square,  and  scattered  oveir 
it  is  a  population  of  about  three  thousand  souls.     Benoe  otur 
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^K^hools  are  small,  having  often  from  ten  to  fifteen  pupils. 
*rhi8  compels  as  to  have  twenty  teachers,  when  three-fourths 
of  the  number  would  be  sufficient  if  the  population  were  not 
^o  scattered. 

SCHOOL    INTEREST    GROWING. 

I  believe  th-e  cause  of  education  is  slowly  but  steadily  push- 
ing ahead.  Pupik  and  patrons  are  becoming  more  interested 
^nd  are  -giving  more  help.  A  regular  course  of  study  has 
been  adopted,  embracing  eight  grades,  and  is  being  faithfully 
-carried  out.  The  most  of  our  teachers  are  earnest  hard  work- 
ers. With  two  exceptions  there  is  not  a  complaint  in  the 
-county,  and  pupils  and  teachers  are  progressing  nicely.  Dur- 
ing this  term  the  most  of  our  schools  will  continue  six  months, 
-and  where  only  eight  or  ten  pupils  are  found,  not  less  than 
.four  months. 

NEW    BUILDINGS. 

We  are  very  much  in  need  of  school  houses,  but  are  not 
able  to  build  now.  But  few  of  our  schools  are  supplied  with 
patent  desks  and  other  helps,  as  they  ought  t©  be.  No  new 
iiouses  have  been  built  in  the  past  two  years. 

FINANCES. 

The  Board  has  paid  off  all  debts,  pays  the  teachers  every 

>montb,  and  waiTants  are  not  discounted:     It  will  take  ten  mills 

for  three  years  to  put  this  county  in  the  educational  condition 

iit  should  be  in,  and  after  that  seven  mills  would  be  enough. 

It  is  our  aim  to  employ  only  the  best  teachers  and  furnish  the 

J^est  schools  in   our  power.     We  use  our  money  when  and 

where  it  will  in  our  estimation  do  the  most  good,  giving  every 

-community  equal  advantages.     We  are   encouraged  with  the 

progress  we  are  making,  and  hopeful  at  the  outlook  for  the 

future,  and  regret  that  we  cannot  do  better  and  more  than  we 

^re  doing. 

EXAMINATION    LAW. 

The  law  requiring:  uniform  examinations  is  carried  out  in 
^letter  and  spirit.  We  think  it  a  good  law,  meeting  nearly,  if 
not  all,  our  needs. 

I  believe  that  a  majority  of  our  people  are  willing  to  an  in- 
<5rea8e  of  taxes  in  order  have  longer  and  better  schools,  and  if 
430,  the  law  should  allow  them  to  have  them.  I  also  believe 
our  people  are  largely  in  favor  of  Compulsory  Education  with 
Just  limitations. 

Our  people  are  satisfied  that  your  administration  is  rapidly 
jadvancing  the  educational  interests  in  Florida. 
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We  are  highly  pleaded  with  the  progress  of  the  Myers  Higli 
School,  under  the  wise  and  energetic  management  of  Prof. 
E.  W.  Barrington,  a  report  of  which  by  the  Supervisor  will 
accompany  this. 

SOME   SUGGESTIONS. 

1st.  Let  the  law  requiring  Uniform  Examinations  alone. 
It  is  a  good  law,  and  if  changed,  I  fear  it  will  be  for  the  worse 
and  not  for  the  better. 

2nd.  Let  Third  Grade  certificates  be  good  for  only  one 
year,  and  not  re-issuable.  A  teacher  that  cannot  or  will  not 
advance  fifteen  per  cent,  in  one  year,  is  not  the  teacher  that 
Florida  needs. 

3rd.  I  am  opposed  to  a  State  Grading  Committee.  We- 
have  no  use  for  it.  Carry  out  the  law  as  it  is,  and  we  are 
doing  well.  Those  who  claim  that  the  county  Grading  Com- 
mittee palms  off  frauds  on  other  counties  should  expose  suoh 
counties,  and  their  Grading  Committees  should  also  be  exposed 
and  sent  home  to  stay. 

4ih.  The  law  regulating  Text  Books  should  remain  as  it  is. 
1  am  bitterly  opposed  to  State  L^niform  Text  Books.  It  is 
undemocratic,  smacks  of  paternalism,  and  for  many  other 
reasons  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

5th.  We  need  more  money  for  educational  purposes,  and 
the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  allow  our  people  to  pay 
at  least  as  much  as  they  wish  to  educate  their  children. 

Wishing  the  cause  greater  success  throughout  the  State,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be, 

W.  W.  BOSTICK, 
County  Superintendent, 


LEON  COUNTY. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  the  following  brief  report 
on  school  matters  in  Leon  countv  is  submitted.    • 

We  are  now  operating  77  schools,  which  include  the  two 
Academies  in  Tallahassee,  one  for  colored  and  one  for  white 
youth,  with  an  enrollment  of  4G0  pupils  in  the  colored  academy 
and  162  in  the  white  one. 

TERM. 

The  Academies  are  high  grade  schools,  and  each  year  a  term 
of  8  months  is  granted  to  them,  respectively.  The  rural 
schools  have  from  5  to  6  months. 
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The  average  attendance  with  both  races  during  the  pail 
terra  was  very  good. 

SCHOOL    ADVANTAGES. 

The  school  youth  of  this  county  are  specially  blessed  in  thit 
respect — a  comfortable  school  house  is  in  reach  of  every 
neighborhood,  so  that  all  of  our  children  can  havt^  the  benefit 
of  a  common  school  education. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  West  Florida  Seminary,  a  State 
college,  located  in  Tallahassee,  under  the  management  of  an 
able  faculty,  secures  to  the  white  youth  of  the  count}'^  a  col- 
legiate course,  while  the  State  Normal  and  Iiidustrial  College 
for  Colored  Students,  close  by,  gives  the  same  advantage  to 
the  colored  youth. 

FINANCIAL    MANAGEMENT. 

The  school  work  is  conducted  on  a  cash  basis.  Teachers^ 
salaries  are  paid  monthly  in  cash,  and  all  accounts  are  settled 
up  by  the  end  of  the  scholastic  year;  no  indebedness  is  carried 
over  to  the  succeeding  term. 

The^/rye  mill  county  levy,  with  the  State  distribution  based 
on  the  average  attendance,  has  been  sufficient  so  far,  under  an 
economical  management,  for  our  purposes. 

«uil1)ings  and  school  lots. 

It  has  been  our  policy  to  build  6  or  7  new  school  houses 
each  year,  neatly  painted,  well  supplied  with  furniture  and  . 
apparatus.  Neat  and  comfortable  school  houses  are  the  best  in- 
dications of  the  interest  felt  in  educational  matters  in  a  county. 
Our  expenditure  for  new  buildings,  repairs,  furniture,  appa- 
ratus and  school  lots  amounted  to  $4,547.55  during  the  last 
term,  and  this  county  now  owns  over  $80,000  in  school  prop- 
erty, paid  for  and  held  under  absolute  title.  It  is  hardly  nec- 
essary to  add  that  the  people  of  Leon  county  are  fully  alive 
to  their  school  interest,  and  that  it  will  be  kept  at  high  tide. 

Neither  freezes  nor  cyclones  affect  our  resources  to  any 
great  extent.  Leon  is  an  agricultural  county ;  the  wealth  of 
her  people  consists  mainly  of  live  stock  and  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, which  yield  a  certain  and  fixed  income  with  increas- 
ing value,  and  consequently  we  are  not  wasting  much  time  in 
devising  new  methods  for  increasing  taxation. 

teachers'  summer  schools. 

Teachers'  Institutes  are  doubtless  good  things  in  their  proper 
place  and  at  the  proper  time,  but  teachers  are  human  and  have 
material  frames   just  as   we   school  officers  have.     There  is  », 
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-fjanger  of  both  mind  and  body  being  impaired  by  overwork, 
and  it  is  possible  that  a  season  of  rest  and  recreation  would 
better  fit  the  teacher  for  the  duties  of  the  coming  term  than 
the  close  application  to  study  for  a  month  or  two  during  the 
*heat  of  siimtner. 

REFORMING    THE    SCHOOL   LAW. 

There  is  much  of  good  in  the  present  law,  and  it  will  be  best 
to  let  it  alone,  for  a  while  at  any  rate.  If  it  is  to  be  agitated 
with  these  uncertain  experiments  of  reform,  what  there  is  of 
good  in  it  may  be  lost ;  with  so  many  willing  hands  to  help, 
there  is  some  danger  that  the  educational  craft  may  be  crowded 
with  more  sail  than  she  can  safely  carry. 

The  Teachers'  Uniform  Examination  is  a  good  feature  of  this 
law ;  with  time  it  will  vindicate  itself,  and  with  reasonable 
examinations  in  the  different  subjects  it  will  gather  strength 
and  make  friends  among  the  examinees ;  thus  the  incentive  to 
violate  its  provisions  will  be  greatly  lessened. 

N.  W.  EPPES, 
County  Superintendent. 


LEVY  COUXTY. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  sulmiitting  tliU,  my  special  report 
from  Levy  countv,  for  the  period  covered  by  the  last  two 
years. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

During  the  years  immediately  succeeding  the  great  storm 
of  Septehiber,  1896,  we  were  called  upon  to  rebuild  or  re- 
pair nine  school  houses  at  an  expenditure  of  $900.  Our 
School  Board  has  not  only  replaced  these  houses,  but  has 
.al8o  mado  improvements  in  many  others.  In  addition  to 
such  improvements,  we  have  had  placed  in  our  schools  400 
desks  of  a  home-made  pattern,  costing  $1.15  apiece,  which 
are  in  many  respects  equal  to  the  so-called  patent  desks,  that 
■cost  from.  $2.50  to  $3  each.  We  have  given  each  of 
our  rfchoois  ;i  good  blac]\])oard,  on  which  we  use  the  cloth. 
Within  the  last  two  years  we  have  l)ought  250  lino-il  yards 
•of  this  blackboard  cloth.  W^e  are  now  supplied  with  good 
hlackboards,  good  seats,  globes  and  maps,  all  of  which  we 
consider  absolutely  necessary  iji  the  way  of  furnishing  a  house, 
^nd  beyond  that  we  do  not  consider  much  else  a  necessity. 

Before  helping  a  school,  we  require  deeds  made  to  the 
school  property. 
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Although  the  assessed  value  of  our  property  is  $300,000 
less  than  it  was  four  years  ago,  yet  our  teachers^  salaries  have 
not  been  affected,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  been  on  the  in- 
-crease;  neither  have  we  reduced  the  term  of  our  schools — 
we  have  operated  our  schools  five  months  during  the  year  for 
the  last  eight  years. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

Since  1891  our  schools  have  been  required  to  folio *v  a 
prescribed  course  of  study.  No  teacher  is  permitted  to  use 
any  other  book  in  lieu  of  the  adoptions,  and  no  teacher  is 
allowed  to  discard  the  course  of  study  to  make  room  for  some 
pet  scheme  that  has  no  other  reason  for  existence  than  it 
is  the  one  his  Alma  Mater  trained  him.  No  option  is  al-. 
lowed  eitlier  teacher  or  pupil — the  Course  of  Study  must  be 
-carried  out;  provided,  that  in  case  a  young  man  or  woman 
expects  to  attend  school  during  only  one  term  of  school,  the 

right  is  extended  to  such  person  of  changing  subjects. 

\ 

PROMOTIONS. 

Beginning  with  the  Fifth  Grade,  pupils  are  advanced  from 
^rade  to  grade  by  making  a  general  average  of  60  per  cent  on 
a  written  examination.  Question?  for  thes^  examination? 
are  prepared  by  the  County  Superintendent,  and  sent  out  up- 
on requisition  of  the  teacher  at  any  time.  All  examination  pa- 
pers are  first  graded  by  the  teacher,  who  sends  them  to  County 
Superintendent  for  inspection  and  approval.  This  heavy 
work  is  htus  undertakeai  by  the  County  Superintendent,  in  or- 
der that  there  mav  be  count v  uniformitv.  Promotion  cards  ?re 
sent  to  those  who  pass;  those  who  fail  are  required  to  review 
the  work  of  that  grade.  Exceptions  to  this  rule  will  iceur 
where  the  teacher  assigns  good  reasons  for  a  pupil'^  failure  to 
pass,  and  urgently  requests  that  he  or  she  be  allowed  to  take  up 
Ihe  work  of  a  higher  grade.  The  teacher's  recommendation 
is  filed,  together  with  the  examinee's  papers.  Certificates* 
of  graduation  are  presented  those  who  complete  the  full 
oourse  of  stud  v. 

TEACHERS  RE(  OMMEXDATIONS. 

At  the  close  of  each  school,  teachers  are  required  to  file 
with  County  Superintendent  a  statement  by  grades  showiag 
the  attendance,  the  aptitudes  and  capacity  of  each  pupil. 
Appended  to  this  statement,  or  report,  is  the  teacher j 
ommendation  for  those  not  promoted  by  exknunaticMij 
report  is  expected  to  ox])lain  to  a  successor  the  con< 
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the  school  and  account  for  the  difference  in  standing  of  pu- 
pils of  the  same  grade.  We  try,  by  these  reports,  to  save 
that  much  time  to  our  schools,  which  is  usually  consumed 
by  a  successor  in  "getting  acquainted"  with  the  pupils.  No 
successor  is  allowed  to  go  to  a  schod,  and,  at  the  beginning, 
upset  the  grades  or  turn  all  back  to  the  first  of  the  book;  pu- 
pils are  begun  on  the  pages,  approximately,  where  the  last 
teacher  left  off.  We  have  our  teachers  then  to  give  lessons  in 
review  in  connection  with  each  dailv  recitation.  In  this  man- 
ner  pupls  are  encouraged  to  work  forward,  and  teachers  are 
given  the  opportunity  to  drill  classes  on  matter  that  is 
jieeded  to  be  reviewed.  We  do  not  so  much  believe  in  weekly 
or  monthly  rviews;  but  we  try  to  make  it  a  part  of  each 
recitation  that  one-quarter  of  the  period  be  devoted  to  dril- 
ling pupils  in  matter  ihat  has,  at  some  time,  been  gone  over. 
The  effect  of  such  a  practice  is  visible  even  to  a  casual  ob- 
server, for  pupils  are  quicker  and  made  more  tenacious. 

FINAL    DAY.  ^  ' 

We  encourage  our  teachers  to  close  their  schools  with  pub- 
lic examination  of  classes,  speaking,  display  of  work  on  file,, 
and  dinner.  We  do  not  encourage  having  the  public  enter- 
tainments at  night,  at  which  time  the  school  and  teacher  (wha 
oftentimes  delight  the  audience  with  negro  sermons,  mon- 
key motions  and  smutted  faces),  give  a  free  public  perform- 
ance. These  "school  exhibitions'^  generally  monopolize  the 
last  three  to  five  weeks  of  our  children's  time,  in  the  way  of 
getting  ready  for  the  show.  We  emphatically  denounce  all 
such,  and  have  their  popularity  now  largely  crippled  in  Lev}'' 
county. 

DISTINCTIVE  IDEA  IN  EDUCATION. 

We  impress  all  teachers  that  education  lies  not  so  much 
in  acquiring  knowledge  as  in  making  men  and  women — 
citizens.  We  work  under  the  motto  of  character  building. 
Our  effort  is  in  the  line  of  developing  the  potentialities  of 
each  boy  and  girl.  We  begin  with  integrity  and  end  with 
intelligence, 

teachers'  institutes. 

Our  teachers  meet  monthly  (except  for  a  part  of  this  pres- 
ent year)  in  institute.  We  have  local  institutes,  grouping 
our  schools  and  appointing  a  leader  for  each  set  of  schools,  or 
group.  We  are  allowed  the  use  of  two  columns. of  the  county 
newspaper,  and  each  group  in  consecutive  order  is  expected 
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to  fill  those  two  columng.  By  this  wo  are  reaching  more" 
school  people,  and  agitating  the  subject  of  education.  Unless, 
we  can  get  people  to  talk  about  us,  we  think  our  affairs  are- 
at  a  low  ebb. 

HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

Our  plan  is  to  have  the  common  schools  tributary  to  the- 
High  Schools.  We  graduate  pupils  in  a  course  of  study 
uniform  throughout  the  county,  and  allow  nothing  tauglit 
in  the  common  schools  that  is  included  in  the  High  School 
work.  In  the  High  School  Course  uo  attempt  is  made  lor 
a  distinctive  college  preparation.  We  try  to  cover  the  work 
necessary  for  a  county  First  Grade  teachers  certificate. 

We  have  two  High  Schools,  which  depend  very  largely  for 
funds  upon  the  sub-dictrict  levy. 

EXAMINATION  LAW. 

We  believe  that  the  law  requiring  uniform  examinations 
(commonly  known  as  the  Sheats'  law)  has  done  much  to  raise- 
the  standard  of  education  in  our  county,  making  possible 
items  of  improvement  that  have  come  among  us  since  its 
enactment. 

We  hold  two  examinations  a  year,  and  appoint  on  the  Grad- 
in  Committee  teachers  who  will  consider  only  the  work  before 
them.  We  prefer  to  hold  two  examinations,  as  then  we  can 
offer  to  our  teachers  an  opportunity  to  raise  the  grade  of  their* 
certificate.  We  insist  on  teachers  taking  up  these  opportuni- 
ties to  provide  themselves  with  certificates.  We  want  every 
teacher  to  be  the  possessor  of  tico  or  three  teacher's  certifi- 
cates. If  a  teacher  can  do  no  more  than  to  obtain  a  Third- 
Grade  Certificate,  we  believe  that  he  should  have  three  or 
four  of  that  grade,  and  none  of  them  expired. 

POLICIES. 

Our  school    warrants  are  held  at  par.     When  we  are  with- 
out money,  we  borrow  until  the  taxes  are  paid. 

We  base  the  salaries  of  teachers  upon;  (1),  the  grade  of  the- 
certificate;  (2),  the  size  of  the  school. 

We  select  the  best  teachers  obtainable  for     the     salary,, 
giving  preference  to  those  who  reside  in  the  county. 

All  schools  are  required  to  keep  an  average  daily  atten- 
dance of  60  per  cent  of  the  enrollment.     The  Board  sus- 
pends the  regulation  in  cases  where  an  attempt  is  made  to- 
break  down  the  school  by  wilfully  withdrawing  pupils  enough 
to  cut  down  the  average. 
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The  term  of  five  months  which  is  given  by  our  Board  is. 
not  allowed  to  be  taken  in  divisions,  but  must  be  taught 
<;ontinuouslv. 

We  contract  with  our  teachers  for  "100  days"  of  teach- 
ing, saying  nothing  about  holidays. 

The  office  of  the  Board  and  County  Superintendent  is  not 
not  one  where  statistics  merely  are  tabulated,  but  is  one  for 
the  dissemination  of  Light  and  the  promulgation  of  Truth. 

S.   PHILIPS, 
County   Superintendent. 


LIBEETY  COUNTY. 

1  send  you  a  brief  statement  of  school  operations  in  this 
<^ounty  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898.  We  have  20 
-schools  in  the  county,  but  on  account  of  a  lack  of  teachers 
:and  the  small  attendance  at  some  of  the  schools,  we  had 
to  consolidate  and  make  one  school  of  two.  Some  of  the 
teachers  have  taught  two  or  three  schools  the  same  year,  and 
'in  this  way  we  managed  to  have  the  schools  taught. 

PROGUESS. 

The  educational  progress,  while  not  as  good  as  it  ought 
*to  be,  is  quite  as  good  as  we  could  expect,  when  ever}'ihing 
in  connection  with  it  is  taken  ito  consideration. 

COUNTY   HIGH   SCHOOL. 

We  have  not  vet  been  able  to  make  a  success  of  our  Countv 
High  School.  On  account  of  a  lack  of  funds,  we  had  to 
^shorten  the  term,  from  8  months  to  5,  and  again  from  .5  to 
4  months. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Since  my  last  report  the  Board  has  secured  two  school 
lots. A  school  house  has  been  erected  on  one  of  the  lots,  and 
^1  house  is  being  built  on  the  other. 

VISITS. 

The  schools  have  ben  visited  regularly,  and  teachers  and  • 
patrons  have  been  encouraged  to  keep  up  the  interest 
:as  much  as  possible.  We  labor  under  many  disad- 
vantages in  consequence  of  the  me^ms  at  our  disposal  lot 
l:)eing  sufficif?nt  to  supply  the  demands.  It  is  a  source  of  much 
trouble  and  inconvenience,  for  teachers  and  others  who  hold 
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school  warrants,  when  there  is  no  money  in  the  treasury  to 
pay  them  off. 

SUCiGESTIONS. 

1  would  suggest  and  recommend  that  the  school  law  be  so 
amended  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Public  In- 
struction of  each  county  to  fix  the  rate  of  millage  for  school 
purposes  in  their  respective  counties. 

T.  J.  GREGORY, 
County  Superintendent. 


MADISON  COUNTY. 

I  submit  the  following  in  regard  to  school  affairs  in.  Madi- 
son county.  The  interest  in  education  among  the  masses^ 
is  steadily  on  the  increase.  The  rules  and  regulatioiis  of 
the  Board  have  been  indorsed  by  the  majority  of  our  people. 
There  are  only  a  few  croakers  left. 

We  have  had  an  increase  of  about  10  per  cent  in  our  aver- 
age attendance. 

S(  IIOOL    IH'1LD1N<4S. 

The  white  schools  are  very  well  supplied  with  comforta- 
ble frame  buildings.  The  schools  for  negroes  are  not  so 
well  supplied,  as  the  negro  patrons  are  unsettled,  and  where- 
a  school  is  needed  one  year,  perhaps  the  next,  there  will 
hardly  be  pupils  enough  to  warrant  opening  a  school.  Hence- 
we  use  the  best  building  to  be  had.  Some  are  taught  in 
negro  church  buildings.  Eight  new  houses  have  been  erected 
since  my  last  I'eport — all  good  frame  buildings.  I  am  sorry 
to  have  to  report  that  the  building  in  the  town  of  Madison,, 
known  as  St.  John's  Seminary,  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition;: 
the  new  building  that  I  thought  two  years  ago  was  a  certainty 
has  failed  to  materialize.  But  we  intend  to  succeed  yet  in 
building  a  good  modern  school  house  in  Madison.  The- 
county  is  in  a  fairly  good  codition  financially. 

EXAMINATION    LAW. 

The  Uniform  Examinations  have  improved  the  i^rade  of 
teachers,  and  opposition  has  changed  to  commendation. 
While  we  have  had  some  success  in  our  school  work,  we  feel 
that  there  is  still  much  to  be  done.     And  our  watchword  is 
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onward,  till  Madison  county  can  be  placed  among  the  first 
•counties  in  the  State,  educationally. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  County  School  Boards  should  be  given  the  power  to 
fix  within  legal  limits  the  county  levy  for  schools. 

2.  Provisions  should  be  made  for  collecting  taxes  i^arlier 
than  thev  are  now  collected. 

3.  There  siiould  be  a  limit  to  Second  and  Third  Grade 
•certificates;  second  grade  should  not  be  renewed   nore  than 

iiirce  times,  Thrd  Grade  not  more  than  twice. 

R.  L.  WILLIAMS, 
County   Superintendent. 


MA]SATEE   COUNTY. 

Complying  with  your  request  of  recent  date,  I  cheerfully 
submit  herewith  a  general  report  of  our  public  schools  for 
the  two  years  ending  June  30th,  1898. 

In  reviewing  our  school  work  for  the  past  two  years,  I 
feel  that  we  have  cause  for  congratulation  for  what  has  been 
done  under  rather  embarrassing  conditions,  mainly  due  to 
an  inadequate  school  fund,  and  the  lack  of  the  encouragement 
and  co-operation  of  those  in  whom  the  law  invests  the  power 
to  j^rovide  the  county  school  fund.  Nevertheless,  the  inter- 
est manifested  in  the  school  work  and  general  advancement 
of  the  educational  affairs  of  our  countv  bv  school  officers, 
patrons  and  teachers  compares  most  favorably  with  prevous 
jears. 

SCHOOLS    ORGANIZED,    NEW    BUILDINGS    AND    FURNITURE. 

Within  the  period  my  report  covers,  5  schools  for  whites 
and  one  for  negro  pupils  have  been  oijganized;  appropriations 
made,  and,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  patrons,  ten  comfort- 
able frame  buildings  have  been  erected,  and  needed  repairs 
made  on  others.  Two-thirds  of  our  schools  have  been  fur- 
nished with  patent  desks,  and,  I  trust,  ere  my  next  report 
is  made  to  you,  every  school  building  in  the  county  will  be 
amply  supplied  with  desks,  blackboards  and  stoves. 

PUBLIC    EDUCATION    A    SYSTEM. 

Realizing  that  public  education  should  be  a  system,  and 
graiified  witii  the  success  and  excellent  results  attending  my 


228 

^ijiorls  in  unilyiiig  and  systematizing  the  work  during  the 
first  years  of  my  administration,  I  was  led  to  a  true  concep- 
tion of  the  possibilities  existing  in  a  well-working  system 
of  education  thoroughly  in  sympathy  wiht  the  needs  and  re- 
quirements of  our  common  schools;  hence,  it  has  been  my 
earnest  (iesire  ihrougiiout;  First,  to  make  the  classificaton  as 
simple  as  possible,  easy  for  the  teacher  to  understand  and  fol- 
low, and  10  ligliten  iiis  labors;  Second,  to  regulate  the  steps 
from  grade  to  grade,  so  that  the  pupil  shall  be  interested 
and  kept  in  school,  encouraged  and  credited  for  work  done, 
and  that  the  usual  waste  of  time  and  aimless  work  resulting 
from  frequent  change  of  teachers  may  be  reduced  to  a  min- 
imum; Third,  to  put  all  the  school  work  on  a  common  plane, 
so  that  the  amount  of  work  accomplished,  the  systerii  of  re- 
ports, records,  etc.,  may  be  the  same;  Fourth,  to  make  the 
work  of  supervision  stronger  and  more  effective,  to  thoroughly 
enlist  the  sympathy  of  parents  and  school  officers  by  making 
them  better  acquainted  with  what  the  Schools  are  endeav- 
oi'ing  to  accomplish  for  their  children.  Along  these  lines  it 
has  been  my  aim  to  form  a  basis  for  comparing  the  work  of 
different  schools — thus  securing  the  stimulus  resulting  from 
a  united  effort. 

TEACHERS    NEEDED. 

My  experience  has  long  since  convinced  me  that  the  suc- 
cess of  our  schools  depends,  more  than  any  one  thing,  upon 
the  teaching  force.  A  good  teacher  means  a  good  school, 
a  poor  teacher  means  a  poor  school.  "As  is  the  teacher  so  is 
the  school,^^  with  thescy facts  constantly  in  view,  I  have,  at  all 
times,  been  an  advocate  of  County  Normals,  or  Summer 
Schools  for  the  better  training  of  our  professional  material 
for  more  efficient  and  conscientious  work  in  the  school  room. 

The  evolution  of  the  "backwoods''  teacher,  and  "old 
timer''  has  been  gradual,  in  many  instances  a  high  standard 
of  excellence  has  been  attained — Thanks  to  the  Uniform 
State  Examination  Law. 

COUNTY    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

The  growth  and  success  of  our  County  High  School  have 
been  most  gratifying.  The  wisdom  of  our  School  Board  in 
keeping  this  institution  under  the  control  and  management 
of  a  faculty  of  experience  and  of  established  reputation,  has 
been  fully  demonstrated  by  the  large  annual  increased  en- 
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We  are  highly  pleased  with  the  progress  of  the  M^^ers  High 
School,  under  the  wise  and  energetic  management  of  Prof. 
E.  W.  Harrington,  a  report  of  which  by  the  Supervisor  will 
accompany  this. 

SOMB    SUGGESTIONS. 

Ist.  Let  the  law  requiring  Uniform  Examinations  alone- 
It  is  a  good  law,  and  if  changed,  I  fear  it  will  be  for  the  worse 
and  not  for  the  better. 

2nd.  Let  Third  Grade  certificates  be  good  for  only  one 
year,  and  not  re-issuable.  A  teacher  that  cannot  or  will  not 
advance  fifteen  per  cent,  in  one  year,  is  not  the  teacher  that 
Florida  needs. 

3rd.  1  am  opposed  to  a  State  Grading  Committee.  We 
have  no  use  for  it.  Carry  out  the  law  as  it  is,  and  we  are 
doing  well.  Those  who  claim  that  the  county  Grading  Com- 
mittee palms  off  frauds  on  other  counties  should  expose  such 
counties,  and  their  Grading  Committees  should  also  be  exposed 
and  sent  home  to  stay. 

4th.  The  law  regulating  Text  Books  should  remain  as  it  is. 
I  am  bitterly  opposed  to  State  Uniform  Text  Books.  It  is 
undemocratic,  smacks  of  paternalism,  and  for  many  other 
reasons  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

5th.  We  need  more  money  for  educational  purposes,  and 
the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  allow  our  people  to  pay 
at  least  as  much  as  they  wish  to  educate  their  children. 

Wishing  the  cause  greater  success  throughout  the  State,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be, 

W.  W.  BOSTICK, 
County  Superintendent. 


LEON  COCTNTY. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  the  following  brief  report 
on  school  matters  in  Leon  county  is  submitted.    • 

We  are  now  operating  77  schools,  which  include  the  two 
Academies  in  Tallahassee,  one  for  colored  and  one  for  white 
youth,  with  an  enrollment  of  460  pupils  in  the  colored  academy 
and  162  in  the  white  one. 

TERM. 

The  Academies  are  high  grade  schools,  and  each  year  a  tema 
of  8  months  is  granted  to  them,  respectively.  The  rural 
schools  have  from  5  to  6  months. 
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The  average  attendance  with  both  races  during  the  paifll 
terra  was  very  good. 

SCHOOL    ADVANTAGES. 

The  school  youth  of  this  county  are  specially  blessed  in  this 
respect — a  comfortable  school  house  is  in  reach  of  every 
neighborhood,  so  that  all  of  our  children  can  havt^  the  benefit 
of  a  common  school  education. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  West  Florida  Seminary,  a  State 
college,  located  in  Tallahassee,  under  the  management  of  an 
able  faculty,  secures  to  the  white  youth  of  the  county  a  col- 
legiate course,  while  the  State  Normal  and  Industrial  College 
for  Colored  Students,  close  by,  gives  the  same  advantage  to 
the  colored  youth. 

FINANCIAL    MANAGEMENT. 

The  school  work  is  conducted  on  a  cash  basis.  Teachers'* 
salaries  are  paid  rtionthly  in  cash,  and  all  accounts  are  settled 
up  by  the  end  of  the  scholastic  year;  no  indebedness  is  carried  » 

over  to  the  succeeding  term. 

The^/ive  mill  county  levy,  with  the  State  distribution  based 
on  the  average  attendance,  has  been  sufficient  so  far,  under  an 
economical  management,  for  our  purposes. 

BUILDINGS    AND    SCHOOL    LOTS. 

It  has  been  our  policy  to  build  6  or  7  new  school  houses 
each   year,  neatly  painted,  well  supplied   with  furniture  and.  ,i  t; 

apparatus.  Neat  and  comfortable  school  houses  are  the  best  in- 
dications of  the  interest  felt  in  educational  matters  in  a  county. 
Our  expenditure  for  new  buildings,  repairs,  furniture,  appa- 
ratus and  school  lots  amounted  to  $4,547.55  during  the  last 
terra,  and  this  county  now  owns  over  $80,000  in  school  prop- 
erty, paid  for  arrd  held  under  absolute  title.  It  is  hardly  nec- 
essary to  add  that  the  people  of  Leon  county  are  fully  alive 
to  their  school  interest,  and  that  it  will  be  kept  at  high  tide. 

Neither  freezes  nor  cyclones  affect  our  resources  to  any 
great  extent.  Leon  is  an  agricultural  county ;  the  wealth  of 
her  people  consists  raainly  of  live  stock  and  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, which  yield  a  certain  and  fixed  incorae  with  increas- 
ing value,  and  consequently  we  are  not  wasting  much  time  in 
devising  new  methods  for  increasing  taxation. 

teachers'  summer  schools. 

Teachers'  Institutes  are  doubtless  good  things  in  their  proper 
place  and  at  the  proper  time,  but  teachers  are  huraan  and  have 
material  frames   just  as   we   school  officers  have.     There  is  ,, 
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-danger  of  both  mind  and  body  being  impaired  by  overwork, 
and  it  is  possible  that  a  season  of  rest  and  recreation  would 
better  fit  the  teacher  for  the  duties  of  the  coming  term  than 
the  close  application  to  study  for  a  month  or  two  during  the 
vheat  of  sumtoer. 

REFORMIXG    THE    SCHOOL    LAW. 

There  is  much  of  good  in  the  present  law,  and  it  will  be  best 
to  let  it  alone,  for  a  while  at  any  rate.  If  it  is  to  be  agitated 
with  these  uncertain  experiments  of  reform,  what  there  is  of 
good  in  it  may  be  lost ;  with  so  many  willing  hands  to  help, 
there  is  some  danger  that  the  educational  craft  may  be  crowded 
with  more  sail  than  she  can  safely  carry. 

The  Teachers'  Uniform  Examination  is  a  good  feature  of  this 
law;  with  time  it  will  vmdicate  itself,  and  with  reasonable 
examinations  in  the  different  subjects  it  will  gather  strength 
and  make  friends  among  the  examinees ;  thus  the  incentive  to 
violate  its  provisions  will  be  greatly  lessened. 

N.  W.  EPPES, 
County  Superintendent. 


LEVY  COUNTY. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  tlii;^,  my  special  report 
from  Levy  county,  for  the  period  covered  by  the  last  two 
years. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

During  the  years  immediately  succeeding  the  great  sto:*m 
of  Septdiiber,  1896,  we  were  called  u])on  to  rebuild  or  re- 
pair nine  school  houses  at  an  expenditure  of  $900.  Our 
School  Board  has  not  only  replaced  these  houses,  but  has 
.also  mad6  improvements  in  many  others.  In  addition  to 
such  improvements,  we  have  had  placed  in  our  schools  400 
desks  of  a  home-made  pattern,  costing  $1.15  apiece,  which 
are  in  many  respects  equal  to  the  so-called  patent  desks,  that 
•€()st  from.  $2.50  to  $3  each.  We  have  given  each  of 
our  schools  a  good  blackboard,  on  which  we  use  the  cloth. 
Within  the  last  two  years  we  have  bought  250  lineal  yards 
•of  this  blackboard  cloth.  W^e  are  now  supplied  with  good 
Idackboards,  good  seats,  globes  and  maps,  all  of  which  we 
consider  absolutely  necessary  in  the  way  of  furnishing  a  house, 
^nd  beyond  that  we  do  not  consider  much  else  a  necessity. 

Before  helping  a  school,  we  require  deeds  made  to  the 
school  property. 
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Although  the  assessed  value  of  our  property  is  $300,000 
less  than  it  was  four  years  ago,  yet  our  teachers'  salaries  have 
not  been  affected,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  been  on  the  in- 
-crease;  neither  have  we  reduced  the  tenn  of  our  schools — 
we  have  operated  our  schools  five  months  during  the  year  for 
the  last  eight  years. 

COURSK  OF  STUDY. 

Since   1891   our  schools  have  been  required  to  folio *v  a 

prescribed  course  of  study.     No  teacher  is  permitted  to  use 

any  other  book  in  lieu  of  the  adoptions,  and  no  teacher  is 

-allowed  to  discard  the  course  of  study  to  make  room  for  some 

pet  scheme  that  has  no  other  reason  for  existence  than  it 

is  the  one  his  Alma  Mater  trained  him.     No  option  is  al-. 

lowed  either  teacher  or  pupil — the  Course  of  Study  must  be 

carried  out;  provided,  that  in  case  a  young  man  or  woman 

expects  to  attend  school  during  only  one  term  of  school,  the 

right  is  extended  to  such  person  of  changing  subjects. 

\ 

PROMOTIONS. 

Beginning  with  the  Fifth  Grade,  pupils  are  advanced  from 
^rade  to  grade  by  making  a  general  average  of  60  per  cent  on 
a  written  examination.  Question'^  for  thes^  examinations 
are  prepared  by  the  County  Superintendent,  and  sent  out  up- 
on requisition  of  the  teacher  at  any  time.  .Vll  examination  pa- 
pers are  first  graded  by  the  teacher,  who  sends  them  to  County 
.Superintendent  for  inspection  and  approval.  This  heavy 
work  is  htus  undertaken  by  the  County  Superintendent,  in  or- 
<ler  that  there  may  be  county  uniformity.  Promotion  cards  i^re 
sent  to  those  who  pass;  those  who  fail  are  required  to  review 
the  work  of  that  grade.  P^xceptions  to  this  rule  will  ^ceur 
where  tlie  teaclier  assigns  good  reasons  for  a  pupiF^  failure  to 
pass,  and  urgently  requests  that  he  or  she  be  allowed  to  take  up 
the  work  of  a  higher  grade,  l^he  teacher's  recommendation 
is  filed,  together  with  the  examinee's  papers.  Certificates^ 
of  graduation  are  presented  tliose  who  complete  the  full 
-course  of  study. 

TEACHERS  RE<'OMMENl)ATIONS. 

At  the  close  of  each  school,  teachers  are  required  to  file 
^nth  County  Superintendent  a  statement  by  grades  showing 
the  attendance,  the  aptitudes  and  capacity  of  each  pupil. 
Appended  to  this  statement,  or  report,  is  the  teacher's  rec- 
ommendation for  those  not  promoted  by  examination.  This 
Te])ort  is  expected  to  exi)lain  to  a  successor  the  condition  of 
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the  scliool  and  account  for  the  difference  in  standing  of  pu- 
pils of  the  same  grade.  We  try,  by  these  reports,  to  save 
that  much  time  to  our  schools,  which  is  usually  consumed 
by  a  successor  in  "getting  acquainted'^  with  the  pupils.  No 
successor  is  allowed  to  go  to  a  school,  and,  at  the  beginning, 
upset  the  grades  or  turn  all  back  to  the  first  of  the  book;  pu- 
pils are  begun  on  the  pages,  approximately,  where  the  last 
teacher  left  off.  We  have  our  teachers  then  to  give  lessons  in 
review  in  connection  with  each  dailv  recitation.  In  this  man- 
ner  pupls  are  encouraged  to  work  forward,  and  teachers  are 
given  the  opportunity  to  drill  classes  on  matter  that  is 
jieeded  to  be  reviewed.  We  do  not  so  much  believe  in  weekly 
or  monthly  rviews;  but  we  try  to  make  it  a  part  of  each 
recitation  that  one-quarter  of  the  period  be  devoted  to  dril- 
ling pupils  in  matter  Ihat  has,  at  some  time,  been  gone  over. 
The  effect  of  such  a  practice  is  visible  even  to  a  casual  ob- 
server, for  pupils  are  quicker  and  made  more  tenacious. 

FINAL    BAY.  ^  • 

We  encourage  our  teachers  to  close  their  schools  with  pub- 
lic examination  of  classes,  speaking,  display  of  work  on  file, 
and  dinner.  We  do  not  encourage  having  the  public  enter- 
tainments at  night,  at  which  time  the  school  and  teacher  (who 
oftentimes  delight  the  audience  with  negro  sermons,  mon- 
key motions  and  smutted  faces),  give  a  free  public  perform- 
ance. These  "school  exhibitions^'  generally  monopolize  the 
last  three  to  five  weeks  of  our  children's  time,  in  the  way  of 
getting  ready  for  the  show.  We  emphatically  denounce  all 
such,  and  have  their  popularity  now  largely  crippled  in  Lev}'' 
county. 

DISTINCTIVE  IDEA  IN  EDUCATION. 

We  impress  all  teachers  that  education  lies  not  so  much 
in  acquiring  knowledge  as  in  making  men  and  women — 
citizens.  We  work  under  the  motto  of  character  building. 
Our  effort  is  in  the  line  of  developing  the  potentialities  of 
each  boy  and  girl.  AVe  begin  with  integrity  and  end  with 
intelligence, 

teachers'    INSTITUTES. 

Our  teachers  meet  monthly  (except  for  a  part  of  this  pres- 
ent year)  in  institute.  We  have  local  institutes,  grouping 
our  schools  and  appointing  a  leader  for  each  set  of  schools,  or 
group.  We  are  allowed  the  use  of  two  columns. of  the  county 
newspaper,  and  each  group  in  consecutive  order  is  expected 
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to  fill  those  two  columns.  By  this  wo  are  reaching  more' 
school  people,  and  agitating  the  subject  of  education.  Unless, 
we  can  get  people  to  talk  about  us,  we  think  our  affairs  are- 
at  a  low  ebb. 

HHiH  SCHOOLS. 

Our  plan  is  to  have  the  common  schools  tributary  to  the- 
High  Schools.  We  graduate  pupils  in  a  course  of  study 
uniform  throughout  the  county,  and  allow  nothing  tauglit 
in  the  common  schools  that  is  included  in  the  High  School 
work.  In  the  High  School  Course  no  attempt  is  made  lor 
a  distinctive  college  preparation.  We  try  to  cover  the  work 
necessary  for  a  county  First  Grade  teacher's  certificate. 

We  have  two  High  Schools,  which  depend  very  largely  for 
funds  upon  the  sub-dictrict  levy. 

EXAMINATIOX  LAW. 

We  believe  that  the  law  requiring  uniform  examinations 
(commonly  known  as  the  Sheats'  law)  has  done  much  to  raise 
the  standard  of  education  in  our  county,  making  possible 
items  of  improvement  that  have  come  among  us  since  its 
enactment. 

We  hold  two  examinations  a  year,  and  appoint  on  the  Grad- 
in  Committee  teachers  who  will  consider  only  the  work  oefore 
them.  We  prefer  to  hold  two  examinations,  as  then  we  can 
offer  to  our  teachers  an  opportunity  to  raise  the  grade  of  their- 
certificate.  We  insist  on  teachers  taking  up  these  opportuni- 
ties to  provide  themselves  with  certificates.  We  want  every 
teacher  to  be  the  possessor  of  Uoo  or  three  teacher's  certifi- 
cates. If  a  teacher  can  do  no  more  than  to  obtain  a  Third-^ 
Grade  Certificate,  we  believe  that  he  should  have  three  or 
four  of  that  grade,  and  none  of  them  expired. 

POLICIES. 

Our  school  warrants  are  held  at  par.  When  we  are  witli- 
out  money,  we  borrow  until  the  taxes  are  paid. 

We  base  the  salaries  of  teachers  upon;  (1),  tlie  grade  of  the 
certificate;  (2),  the  size  of  the  school. 

We  select  the  best  teachers  obtainable  for  the  salar3%. 
giving  preference  to  those  who  reside  in  the  county. 

All  schools  are  required  to  keep  an  average  daily  atten- 
dance of  60  per  cent  of  the  enrollment.     The  Board  sus- 
pends the  regulation  in  cases  where  an  attempt  is  made  to- 
break  down  the  school  by  wilfully  withdrawing  pupils  enouglv 
to  cut  down  the  average. 
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The  term  of  five  months  which  is  given  by  our  Board  is. 
not  allowed  to  he  taken  in  divisions,  hut  must  be  taught 
-continuously. 

We  contract  with  our  teachers  for  "100  davs''  of  teach- 
ing,  saying  nothing  about  holidays. 

The  office  of  the  Board  and  County  Superintendent  is  not 
not  one  where  statistics  merely  are  tabulated,  but  is  one  for 
■the  dissemination  of  Light  and  the  promulgation  of  Truth. 

S.   PHILIPS, 
County   Superintendent. 


LIBEKTY  COUNTY. 

I  send  you  a  brief  statement  of  school  operations  in  this 
^iounty  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898.  We  have  20 
schools  in  the  county,  but  on  account  of  a  lack  of  teachers 
tind  the  small  attendance  at  some  of  the  schools,  we  had 
to  consolidate  and  make  one  school  of  two.  Some  of  the 
teachers  have  taught  two  or  three  schools  the  same  year,  and 
in  this  way  we  managed  to  have  the  schools  taught. 

PROGRESS. 

The  educational  progress,  while  not  as  good  as  it  onght 
to  be,  is  quite  as  good  as  we  could  expect,  when  ever}'i;hing 
in  connection  with  it  is  taken  ito  consideration. 

COUNTY  ni<;n  school. 

We  have  not  vet  been  able  to  make  a  success  of  our  Countv 
High  School.  On  account  of  a  lack  of  funds,  we  had  to 
shorten  the  term,  from  8  months  to  ,5,  and  again  from  5  tc 
4  months. 

NEVi'  BUILI)IN(;S. 

Since  my  last  report  the  Board  has  secured  two  schc 
lots. A  school  house  has  been  erected  on  one  of  the  lots,  a 
<i  liouse  is  being  built  on  the  other. 

VISITS. 

The  schools  have  ben  visited  regularly,  and  teachers 
patrons  have  been  encouraged     to     keep     up     the     int 
^8    much    as     possible.       AA'e    labor     under    many     d 
vantages  in  consequence  of  the  moKus  at  our  disposa 
being  sufficif?nt  to  supply  the  demands.  It  is  a  source  of 
Irouble  and  inconvenience,  for  teachers  and  others  wh( 
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school  warrants,  when  there  is  no  money  in  the  tineas ury  to 
pay  them  off. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1  would  suggest  and  recommend  that  the  sehoollaw  be  so 
amended  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Public  In- 
struction of  each  county  to  fix  the  rate  of  millage  for  school 
purposes  in  their  respective  counties. 

T.  J.  GREGORY, 
County  Superintendent. 


MADISON  COUNTY. 

I  submit  the  following  in  regard  to  school  affairs  in.  Madi- 
son county.  The  interest  in  education  among  the  masses^ 
is  steadily  on  the  increase.  The  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  Board  have  been  indorsed  by  the  majority  of  our  people. 
There  are  only  a  few  croakers  left. 

We  have  had  an  increase  of  about  10  per  cent  in  our  iivor- 
age  attendance. 

S(  IIOOL    BTlLDINciS. 

The  white  schools  are  very  well  supplied  with  comforta- 
ble frame  buildings.  The  scliools  for  negroes  are  not  so» 
well  supplied,  as  the  negro  patrons  are  unsettled,  and  where- 
a  school  is  needed  one  year,  perhaps  the  next,  there  will 
hardly  be  pupils  enough  to  warrant  opening  a  school.  Hence 
we  use  the  best  buikling  to  be  had.  Some  are  taught  in 
negro  church  buildings.  Eight  new  houses  have  been  erected 
since  my  last  I'eport — all  good  frame  buildings.  I  am  sorry 
to  have  to  report  that  the  building  in  the  town  of  Madison, 
known  as  St.  John^s  Seminary,  is  in  a  dilapidated  condition; 
the  new  building  that  I  thought  two  years  ago  was  a  certainty 
has  failed  to  materialize.  But  we  intend  to  succeed  yet  in 
building  a  good  modern  school  house  in  Madison.  Tlie- 
county  is  in  a  fairly  good  codition  financially. 

EXAMINATION    LAW. 

The  Uniform  Examinations  have  improved  the  i^rade  of 
teachers,  and  opposition  has  changed  to  commendation. 
While  we  have  had  some  success  in  our  school  work,  we  feel 
that  there  is  still  much  to  be  done.     And  our  watchword  is 
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onward,  till  Madison  county  can  be  placed  among  the  first 
•counties  in  the  State,  educationally. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  County  School  Boards  should  be  given  the  power  to 
fix  within  legal  limits  the  county  levy  for  schools. 

2.  Provisions  should  be  made  for  collecting  taxes  earlier 
than  they  are  now  collected. 

3.  There  siiould  be  a  limit  to  Second  and  Third  Grade 
•certificates;  second  grade  should  not  be  renewed   nore  than 

iiireo  limes,  Thrd  Grade  not  more  than  twice. 

R.  L.  WILLIAMS, 
County    Superintendent. 


MANATEE  COUNTY. 

Complying  with  your  request  of  recent  date,  I  cheerfully 
43ul)mit  herewith  a  general  report  of  our  public  schools  for 
the  two  years  ending  June  30th,  1898. 

In  reviewing  our  school  work  for  the  past  two  years,  I 
feel  that  we  have  cause  for  congratulation  for  what  has  been 
done  under  rather  embarrassing  conditions,  mainly  due  to 
^n  inadequate  school  fund,  and  the  lack  of  the  encouragement 
and  co-operation  of  those  in  whom  the  law  invests  the  power 
to  j)rovide  the  county  school  fund.  Nevertheless,  the  inter- 
est manifested  in  the  school  work  and  general  advancement 
of  the  educational  affairs  of  our  countv  bv  school  officers, 
patrons  and  teachers  compares  most  favorably  with  prevous 
years. 

SCHOOLS    ORGANIZED,    NEW    BUILDINGS    AND    FURNITURE. 

Within  the  period  my  report  covers,  5  schools  for  whites 
^nd  one  for  negro  pupils  have  been  oi^ganized;  appropriations 
made,  and,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  patrons,  ten  comfort- 
able frame  buildings  have  been  erected,  and  needed  repairs 
made  on  others.  Two-thirds  of  our  schools  have  been  fur- 
nished with  patent  desks,  and,  I  trust,  ere  my  next  report 
is  made  to  you,  every  school  building  in  the  county  will  be 
amply  supplied  with  desks,  blackboards  and  stoves. 

PUBLIC    EDUCATION    A    SYSTEM. 

Realizing  that  public  education  should  be  a  system,  and 
gratified  wilii  the  success  and  excellent  results  attending  my 
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^ijiorls  jn  uni lying  and  systematizing  the  work  during  the 
first  years  of  my  administration,  I  was  led  to  a  true  concep- 
tion of  the  possibilities  existing  in  a  well-working  system 
of  education  thoroughly  in  sympathy  wiht  the  needs  and  re- 
quirements of  our  common  schools;  hence,  it  has  been  my 
earnest  desire  ihrougiiout;  First,  to  make  the  classificaton  as 
simple  as  possible,  easy  for  the  teacher  to  understand  and  fol- 
low, and  10  lighten  iiis  labors;  Second,  to  regulate  the  steps 
from  grade  to  grade,  so  that  the  pupil  shall  be  interested 
and  kept  in  school,  encouraged  and  credited  for  work  done, 
and  that  the  usual  waste  of  time  and  aimless  work  resulting 
from  frequent  change  of  teachers  may  be  reduced  to  a  min- 
imum; Third,  to  put  all  the  school  work  on  a  common  plane, 
;so  that  the  amount  of  work  accomplished,  the  system  of  re- 
ports, records,  etc.,  may  l)e  the  same;  Fourth,  to  make  the 
work  of  supervision  stronger  and  more  effective,  to  thoroughly 
enlist  the  sympathy  of  parents  and  school  officers  by  making 
them  better  acquainted  with  what  the  Schools  are  endeav- 
oi-ing  to  accomplish  for  their  children.  Along  these  lines  it 
has  been  my  aim  to  form  a  basis  for  comparing  the  work  of 
different  schools — thus  securing  the  stimulus  resulting  from 
a  united  effort. 

TEACHERS    NEEDED. 

My  experience  has  long  since  convinced  me  that  the  suc- 
cess of  our  schools  depends,  more  than  an\'  one  thing,  upon 
the  teaching  force.  A  good  teacher  means  a  good  school, 
a  poor  teacher  means  a  poor  school.  "As  is  the  teacher  so  is 
the  school,^'  with  these,  facts  constantly  in  view,  I  have,  at  all 
times,  been  an  advocate  of  County  Normals,  or  Summer 
vSchools  for  the  better  training  of  our  professional  material 
for  more  efficient  and  conscientious  work  in  the  school  room. 

The  evolution  of  the  "backwoods"     teacher,     and   "old 

timer''  has  been  gradual,  in  many  instances  a  high  standard 

of   excellence  has  been  attained — Thanks  to  the   Uniform 

State  Examination  Law. 
« 

COUNTY    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

The  growth  and  success  of  our  County  High  School  have 
"been  most  gratifying.  The  wisdom  of  our  School  Board  in 
keeping  this  institution  under  the  control  and  management 
of  a  faculty  of  experience  and  of  established  reputation,  has 
been  fully  demonstrated  by  the  large  annual  increased  en- 
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rollment  and  attendance.       S(»me  of  our  very  best  primary 
teachers  received  their  training  in  this  school. 

SCHOOLS    OUTGROWING    SCHOOL    FUNDS. 

We  have  had  a  steady  increase  of  enrollment  and  average^ 
attendance,  we  regret,  however,  that  we  cannot  report  a  cor- 
responding growth  in  our  county  school  fund. 

The  latter  fact  may  be  attributable  to  the  false  policy  of 
economy  of  some  of  our  county  solons,  who,  "would  rather 
see  a  cash  balance  left  in  the  treasury  at  the  expiration  of 
their  official  term  than  to  retire  to  private  life  with  a  livings 
eternity-enduring  monument  erected  to  their  memory  in  the 
advancement  of  the  public  schools  in  the  county.'^  Your 
report  published  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  State  organ,  the 
Florida  School  Journal,  however,  gleamed  like  a  silver  lining 
through  this  passing  cloud  in  revealing  to  us  that  Manatee 
is  one  of  the  few  counties  having  an  increase  of  more  than 
30  per  cent,  in  the  attendance  of  pupils. 

AS    OTHERS    SEB  US. 

I  feel  that  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  incorporate  in  my  re- 
ports the  following  statistics  lately  published  by  the  Man- 
atee Kiver  Journal  of  this  county : 

In  looking  over  the  records  of  our  county  schools  for  the 
past  eight  years,  we  have  gathered  some  statistics  which 
will  be  exceedingly  interesting  to  all  friends  of  education,  in 
that  they  show  a  remarkable  growth  or  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  attending  the  schools,  and  also  a  large  decreas 
in  the  per  capita  expense  of  conducting  the  schools  per  ai 
num. 

Beginning  with  the  year  1890,  we  find  that  the  per  capi 
receipts  from  all  scurces  for  actual  enrollment  of  pup 
was  $9.10,  while  for  the  term  ending  July  1st,  1898,  the 
ceipts  per  capita  was  only  $5,25,  a  reduction  of  nearly 
for  each  pupil. 

We  find  that  for  the  term  of  years  from  July,  189' 
July,  1894,  the  receipts  per  capita  for  actual  enrollment 
$8.95  per  annum,  while  for  a  similar  term  of  four  years 
July,  1894,  to  July,  1898,  it  was  $6.77,  or  a  decrease  of 
per  capita  per   annum  for  the  last  four  years. 

For  the  term  of  1890  the  aggregate  enrollment    ' 
four  schools  on  the  river  at  Braidentown,  Manatee,  E 
and  Palmetto,  was  205  pupils,  which  cost  the  Boar 
per  capita  per  annum,  while  for  the  term  ending  Jul 
the  same  schools,  with  an  enrollment  of  452  pupils,  c 
$6.98  per  capita  per  annum. 
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The  enrollment  of  the  Braidentown  and  Palmetto  schools, 
tjie  two  larg'iist  in  the  couiily,  for  the  term  ending  July,  189«S, 
Avore  188  and  148  respectively.  These  schools  were  con- 
ducted at  an  average  actual  cost  per  capita  of  $1.38  on  aver- 
age attendance,  while  the  per  capita  cohL  on  the  average  at- 
tendance of  the  other  schools  in  the  countv  was  from  '$1.50 
to  $1.60. 

During  this  period  of  eight  years  the  value  of  school 
property  owned  by  the  county  has  grown  from  almost  noth- 
ing to  nearly  $12,500,  acquired  by  purchase  and  donation  of 
the  different  school  districts. 

Of  the  one  mill  tax  paid  to  the  State  for  school  purposes. 
Manatee  is  one  of  the  fortunate  counties,  receivng  back 
$1.11  for  every  dollar  paid  out.  This  is  the  direct  result  of 
our  high  average  attendance,  which  speaks  well  not  only  for 
the  management  of  our  county  scljiool  affairs,  but  al<o  for  the 
interest  shown  by  the  parents  of  the  county  in  keeping  tlunr 
eliildren  in  school  reaularlv. 

TO  WHOM    CREDIT  DUE. 

To  vv'hatsoever  has  been  accomplished  in  the  advancemcTit 
and  betterment  of  the  educational  interests  of  tlie  county, 
much  is  due  to  the  work  of  energetic  and  progressive  School 
Boards,  local  sciiool  officers,  patrons,  teachers,  and  our  4b- 
eral,  wide-awake  countv  papers.  To  all  of  whom,  I  am  <:rate- 
ful. 

LEGISLATION  SUGGESTED. 

1.  I  favor  a  law  making  mandatory  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  a  graded  High  School  for  a  term  of  eight 
months,  in  every  county  having  a  specified  valuation  -ind 
population. 

2.  I  favor  an  amendment  to  the  law  placing  the  power  witli 
the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  to  fix  the  county  levy 
for  school  purposes.  Those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
distribution  of  the  school  funds,  the  managcnent  in  detail, 
and  supervision  of  the  schools,  should,  alone,  have  this 
power. 

3.  I  favor  a  law  providing  for  a  State  Uniformity  of  Text- 
books. 

4.  I  do  not  favor  a  law  to  create  a  State  Grading  Com- 
mittee. Such  a  law,  in  my  opinion,  would  bring  about  vexa- 
tious delays  in  the  engaging  and  assigning  of  teachers.  I 
favor  no  change  in  the  present  examination  law. 

151 
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APPRECIATES    ADVICE. 


In  concluding  this,  my  third  bi-ennial  report,  to  you, 
beg  to  acknowledge  my  appreciati(m  of  the  valuable  advi 
and  many  courteous  suggestions  given  me  along  the  line 
my  official  duties.  W.  M.  ROWLETT, 

County  Superintendent. 


MARIOX  COUNTY. 

1  take  iz:reat  pleasure  in  j)resenting  to  you  this  general 
report  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  schools  :n 
Marion  county  for  the  two  years  ending  June  30,  1898. 

The  schools  of  AFarion  county  are  in  good  condition.  The 
teachers  are  thorouo^hlv  interested  and  alive.  While  our 
schools  are  not  up  to  tlie  standard  which  I  hoj)e  and  expect  to 
see  them  reach  within  the  near  future,  I  can  congratufnte 
our  teachers  on  trvin^r  to.  do  their  dutv,  and  the  earnestness 
nianifested  in  their  work.  ]\Iy  relations  with  the  te.Kiliois 
the  two  years  J  have  been  in  office  have  certainly  been  pleas- 
ant. The  teachers  have  been  willing  and  ready  to  carry  out 
every  rule,  law  or  suggestion  made  by  either  the  Superinten- 
dent or  Board. 

FINANCIAL. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  count v  for  the  last  two  vears 
has  been  most  embarrassing,  and  our  Board  has  worked  undei 
verv  unfavorable  conditions,  but  school  affairs  have  l)een  jnac 
aged  in  a   business-like  way. 

My  hrst  anniuil  report,  made  July  1st,  1897,  showed  tJ 
indel)tedness  of  the  countv  to  be  $13,715.0,5.     To  this  sho: 
have  l)een  added  $l,3o(),  an  appropriation  made  several  ye 
before,  to  build  a  colored  school  house  in  Ocala,  svhich 
new  Board  was  called  on  to  pav,  making  an  actual  indeb 
ness  of  $15,0()5.05.     Besides  this  amount,  the   countv 
in  litigation  with  the  State  and  ex-Treasurer  Collins  ir 
simi  of  over  $8,000,  which  would  have  increased  its  in 
edness  to  $<^3,000.     This  caused   the   Board   to   reduc 
school  term  to  5  months,  and  the  building  and  repair 
one-half. 

Mv  rei)ort  made  Julv  1st,  1898,  shows  the  total  inr 
ness^o  be  $^\199.18,  a  reduction  of  $5,8()r). 8T.     For  tl 
ent  term  the  Board  will  run  the  schools  onlv  5  mon^ 
has  again  reduced  the  building  and  repair  expenses. 
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«afe  in  saying  that  my  next  annual  report,  to  be  made  July 
1st,  1899,  will  show  not  over  $1,000  indebtedness.  The  Jiti- 
^ation  with  the  State  and  ex-Treasurer  Collins  has  been  iet- 
i^led  on  a  basis  mutually  agTeed  upon,  and  it  is  already  the 
settled  decision  of  the  Board  to  run  the  schools  6  moaths 
the  next  term,  and  on  a  cash  basis, 

IMPROVEMENTS    IN  SPITE  OF    EMBARRASSMENTS. 

h\  spite  of  the  embarrassments  under  which  our  Board  has 
labored,  improvements  have  been  made  within  the  last  two 
jears^  three  new  bcho«)l  houses  have  been  built  for  .vhites, 
and  three  for  negroes.  Ocala  has,  1  suppose,  the  best  col- 
ored school  building  in  the  State,  building  and  furniture 
<josting  $4,000.  One  room  has  been  added  also  to  each  of 
live  houses. 

NEW     RULES     AND      REGULATIONS. 

Last  June  the  Board  adopted  and  printed  new  rules  and 
regulations  and  a  complete  course  of  study.  The  course  of 
study  is  arranged  so  that  on  the  first  day  of  school  pupils 
can  be  made  acquainted  with  the  amount  of  work  required 
of  them  during  each  month,  or  during  the  entire  term,  and 
pupils  and  patrons  know  this  work  must  be  completed,  or  the 
<;hil(l  cannot  advance  to  the  next  higher  grade. 

SCHOOL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Three  written  examinations  are  held  each  term.  The 
^superintendent  and  Board  prepares  all  questions.  To  get 
])roniotiun  to  a  iilgher  grade,  the  pupil  must  make  an  aver- 
age of  80  per  cent,  in  the  three  examinations,  85  per  ;ent. 
in  deportment,  and  75  per  cent,  in  attendance.  At  the  end 
of  each  term,  two  grade  books  are  made  out  by  each  teacher, 
giving  the  name  of  each  pupil  in  each  grade,  the  age  and 
per  cent,  in  scholarship,  deportment  and  attendance.  One 
of  these  grade  books  is  sent  to  the  Superintendent,  the  other 
is  left  with  the  Supervisor  to  be  delivered  to  the  next  teacher. 

There  has  not  been  a  single  complaint  from  any  teacher 
unfavorable  to  the  change  and  new  work,  but  commendations 
in  favor  of  the  course  came  from  every  quarter.  Each 
teacher  makes  a  strong  effort  to  bring  his  or  her  school  within 
the  graded  course.  Scholars  and  teachers  have  all  taken  hold 
of  the  work,  as  if  eagerly  waiting  for  it. 

teachers'  association. 

A  live  Teachers  Association  is  in  existence.     The  countv 

a. 

is  large,  making  it  almost  impossible  for  many  teachers  to 
attend  regularly.     It  is  held  in  Ocala,  about  the  center  of  the 
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county,  while  the  nio.st  distant  school  is  posted  di5  miles> 
away,  but  the  average  attendance  to  these  associations  for  the? 
present  term  has  been  a  fraction  more  than  05  per  cent  of! 
all  white  teachers. 

NO  CHAN(;E  IX  EXAMINATION'LAVV. 

I  am  unqiialiiiedly  against  any  change  in  the  Examination 
Law,  especially  the  creation  of  a  State  Grading  Committee. 
The  teachers  in  Marion  coiinly  are  as  competent  as  the  State; 
can  furnish.  They  are  honest,  conscientious  and  careful. 
If  the  counties  advocating  a  State  Committee  have  »o  compe- 
tent teachers,  or  teachers  they  can  trust,  if  they  will  olfer 
sufficient  salaries,  Marion  can  supply  their  needs. 

UNIFORM  TEXT-BOOKS-. 

I  favor  a  Cniform  System  of  Text-Books,  hu;t  it  should  be- 
left  to  the  most  competent  teachers  and  Superintendents 
in  the  State  to  select  these  books.  J  suggest  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  5  County  Superintejidenls,  appointed  by  the  State 
Convention  of  County  Superintendents,  5  teachers,  selected 
by  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  and  the  State  Superin- 
tendent, who  should  be  Chairman. 

SALARY  OF  COUNTY    SUPERINTENDENT. 

I  favor  the  Legislature's  fixing  the  salary  of  County  Super- 
intendents on  some  basis.  I  had  rather  work  for  $50  per 
month  as  a  certainty  than  to  work  for  a  higher  salary  and  be^ 
afraid  to  express  my  views  for  fear  it  would  offend  an  un- 
scrupulous member  of  a  School  Board,  who,  at  the  first  op- 
portunity, w^ould  reduce  the  salary. 

GIVE  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS    3r0KE    l^OWER. 

Enlarge  the  powers  of  the  County  Superintendent.  Most 
people  believe  that  he  can  carry  or  prevent  the  adoption  of 
any  measure  at  will.  The  truth  is,  he  has  no  authority  in 
regulating  the  conduct  of  the  schools,  no  power  af  restraint 
or  discretion  on  any  subject  matter,  and  yet  he  is  held  re- 
sponsible by  the  people — his  enemies  in  particular — ^for  the 
mistakes  or  shortcomings  of  the  school  management.  Ee- 
sponsibility  without  authority  is  unpleasant  and  unjust; 
justice  and  fairness  demand  that  he  be  clothed  with  power 
and  authority  that  will  give  him  some  potential  voice  and' 
influence  in  the  management  of  the  schools,  thereby  putting- 
him  beyond  the  power  of  any  member  of  the  Board  who  may^ 
be  jealous  and  seek  to  retard  his  progress.  Why  not  make* 
the  County  Superintendent  a  member  of  the  School  Board? 
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It  would  put  no  extra  lal)or  on  him,  and  would  do  away  with 

;tlrc  ox])ense  of  one  member  of  the  Board,  and  would  save 

-sibout  $4,000  over  the  State  annually,  and,  in  my  opinion, 

would  greatly  improve  the  school  syr*tem;  or  make  him  ex- 

oHicio  member. 

THE   SCHOOL  LEVY   AND  AVIIO  SHOULD    MAKE   IT. 

The  School  Board  should  have  the  power  to  fix  the  county 
school  levy,  and  the  5  mill  limit  sliould  be  abolished,  and  7 
mills  macie  the  maximum. 

1  wish  to  thank  the  patrons  and  all  citizens  for  their  oearty 
support  of  the  school  system.  They  willingly  pay  5  mills, 
and  would  as  willingly  pay  one  or  two  mills  more  for  school 
jmrposes,  W.  I).  CARX, 

County    Su])erintendent. 


MONROE  COUNTY. 

Monroe  county,  composed  entirely  of  islands,  or  the  Flor- 
ida Keys,  exlending  Irmu  the  Dry  Tortugas  eastward  and 
northward  to  Cape  Sable,  and  somewhat  north  of  that  point 
on  the  ^\eht  Coast,  is  ^ery  sparsely  settled  except  at  Key 
We^t,  the  only  city  of  the  county.  Owing  to  this  condition, 
there  are  fewer  ])ublic  schools  in  Monroe  county  tlian  in  any 
other  count v  of  the  State,  there  being  outside  of  Kev  \Vest, 
•on  the  islands  at  ditlerent  settlements  7  schools,  while  in  the 
•city  there  are  o,  making  twelve  ])ublic  scliools  in  all  in  the 
-county.  The  schools  on  the  islands  are  all  small,  or  dis- 
trict schools,  ei\eh  under  one  teacher  or  principal,  while  those 
•of  the  citv  of  Key  West  are  Graded  Schools  with  several  de- 
partuients  in  each,  and  are  under  a  good  corps  of  efficient 
teachers.  The  attendance  at  each  school  is  to  the  full  ca- 
pacity of  the  buildings,  and  sometimes  are  so  crowded  that  we 
-are  forcibly  reminded  of  the  absolute  need  of  more  school 
room.  For  the  past  two  years  we  have  been  struggling  with 
a  deficit  in  our  school  funds  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Board 
of  Public  Instruction  has  not  cared  to  undertake  the  erec 
tion  of  more  school  houses  by  involving  a  further  indebted- 
ness. 

ABOLISH    THE    MAXIMUM    5  MILL    LIMIT. 

The  new  Board  has  in  view  and  has  hopes    of  improving 

and  adding  to  our  school  system  in  the  near  future,  by  new 

buildings  in  Key  West,  and  establishing  other  schools  out- 

rside  of  Key  West  at  places  w^here  a  sufficient  number  of 
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families  have    settled   and  a  number  of  children  can  be  gath- 
ered to  justify  the  location  of  a  school. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  do  this,  they  have  approved  of  any 
movement  that  might  be  made  to  amend  the  Constitution  of 
the  State  by  abolishing  the  maximum  limit  of  5  mills  for 
school  taxation,  and  adopted  at  its  meeting  resolutions  to 
that  effect  and  requested  our  legislators  from  this  county 
to  support  any  such  movement. 

THE    UNIFORM     EXAMINATION. 

The  law  providing  for  the  Uniform  Examination  of  the 
teacliers  of  tlie  State,  which  was  enacted  in  1893,  and  put 
in  operation  for  the  first  time  in  1894,  has  been  the  means 
of  raising  the  standard  of  tlie  teacliers  and  schools  of  our 
State  to  a  fair  com|)aris()n  v.-ith  the  system  in  many  of  the- 
States  of  our  T'nion,  and  I  truv^t  that  it  will  continue  to  im- 
prove them  till  we  have  in  Florida  an  educational  systqm 
that  shall  be  an  example  unto  many.  Of  course,  it  is  un- 
satisfactory to  many  teachers,  and  tljey  would  like  it  amended 
to  suit  their  ideas;  but  if  it  had  to  be  amended  to  suit  the- 
ideas  of  this  one,  that  one,  the  other  one,  i  think  our  next 
Legislature  would  have  a  task  on  its  hands,  and  the  result 
would  be  that  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  with  its  good  points, 
and  its  bad  ones  as  well,  ^\ould  be  amended  and  amended,, 
ajid  finallv  amended  to  death. 

LEGISLATION — <;RAI)IN(i    COM^IITTEE. 

I  do  not  think  1  have  anv  snirirestions  to  make  in  re^irard 
to  school  legislation  at  the  coming  sessi(>n.  Oftentinios  it  is 
better  to  "leave  well  enough  alone,^^  because  to  meddle  much 
with  the  law  as  it  now  stands  might  make  it  worse.  It  is 
not  what  we  want,  but  what  we  may  get,  that  must  be  con- 
sidered in  undertaking  any  changes  in  the  present  school 
law.  I  have  at  times,  however,  thought  it  would  be  well  to 
have  some  change  made  in  the  matter  of  the  Grading  Com- 
mittee. In-tead  of  each  county  having  its  own  Grading  Com- 
mittee, the  State  should  be  divided  into  eight  or  nine 
districts,  and  a  Grading  Committee  for  each  district  ap- 
pointed by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  to  whom,  after  each 
examination,  the  papers  could  be  sent  by  express. 

Possiblv  that  would  result  in  a  more  uniform  and  satis- 
factory  gradation  of  the  papers,  and  would  overcome  the- 
tendency  and  disposition  of  some  County  Boards  to  refuse- 
to  accept  the  certificates  issued  bv  other  counties. 

C.  F.  KEMP,       • 
County  Superintendent.. 
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NASSAU  COUNTY. 

Replying  to  your  requ  st  for  a  report  of  school  operations 
in  Nassau  county,  from  July  Ist,  )896,  to  June  30th,  1898,  I 
respectfully  present  the  following : 

CONDITIONS    AS    I    FOUND    THEM. 

When  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  office  in  Januar* , 
1897,  I  was  very  much  embarrassed  by  the  condition  in  which 
I  found  its  affairs.  A  disastrous  storm  had  recently  swept 
across  the  county,  by  which  many  buildings  had  been  de- 
stroyed, a  number  of  human  lives  l*ost,  large  tracts  of  valuable 
timber  laid  waste,  and  in  the  rural  districts  roads  made  im- 
passible. Seven  of  our  school  houses  were  included  in  the 
general  wreck,  in  one  of  which  one  pupil  was  killed  outright 
and  three  others  severely  injured.  Five  of  these  school 
houses  were  still  lying  on  the  ground,  several  others  were  off 
of  their  foundations  and  badly  damaged,  and  nearly  all  of 
them  were  sadly  in  need  of  immediate  repairs.  The  School 
Board  was  already  burdened  irith  a  heaiuj  deht^  while' its  re- 
sources were  barely  sufficient,  under  normal  conditions,  to 
carry  on  its  work.  The  new  School  Board  was  composed  of 
zealous  and  good  men,  but  two  of  thom  without  any  experi- 
ence in  school  affairs. 

SUMMER    SCHOOLS    FOK    TEACHERS. 

During  the  summer  of  1897,  the  School  Board  provided  a 
"School  for  Teachers"  in  the  county,  for  each  race,  with  a 
term,  of  eight  weeks.-  The  school  for  the  whites  was  taught 
by  Prof.  Geo.  F.  Scott,  of  Starke,  Fia.,  with  an  enrollment  of 
32.  The  school  for  negroes  was  taught  by  Prof.  W.  II.  Peck, 
colored,  nf  Fernandina,  Fla.,  with  an  enrollment  of  29.  In 
May,  1898,  the  State  Superintendent  located  a  "Training 
School  for  Teachers"  for  both  j-aces  at  Fernandina,  in  this 
county,  with  a  term  of  four  weeks.  The  department  for 
whites  was  but  fairly  well  attended,  while  the  attendance  in 
the  colored  department  was  unusually  large. 

The  effect  of  these  schools  has  been  very  encouraging,  and 
we  hope  by  State  or  county  provision  to  have  one  every 
summer. 

ADOPTED    UNIFORM    TEXT    BOOKS. 

Prior  to  June,  1897,  no  series  of  books  had  ever  been  pre- 
scribed by  the  School  Board  for  use  in  the  rural  schools.  The 
condition  can  be  easily  imagined.  In  some  of  the  schools 
there  were  books  in  use  of  nearly  as  many  different  kinds  as 
there  were  pupils,  some  of  them  so  antiquated  that  they  might 
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almost  be  designated  as  souvenirs  of  the  "Patriarchal  Age." 
In  June,  1897,  the  School  Board  adopted  a  uniform  series  of 
books.  The  Superintendent  was  made  the  ageni  of  the  Board 
to  handle  the  books  during  the  "introductory"  period,  and 
soipply  them  to  the  patrons  at  their  net  cost  to  the  Board,  thus 
giving  the  patrons  the  privilege  of  "exchange,"  and  the  10  per 
cent,  commission  allowed  by  the  publishers.  This  order,  at 
first,  met  with  considerable  opposition,  but  as  its  object  became 
better  understood  its  propriety  was  recognized,  and  now  most 
of  the  schools  are  using  the  adopted  books.  As  the  "intro- 
ductory" period  has  expired,  the  Superintendent  no  longer 
handles  the  books.  An  agent  has  been  appointed,  who  fur- 
nishes the  books  at  the  publishers'  catalogue  prices. 

PUPILS    WITHOUT   nooKS. 

In  some  parts  of  the  county  a  good  many  pupils  attending 
school  are  not  supj>lied  with  books  of  any  series.  In  visiting 
some  schools  I  have  seen  classes  of  two  or  more  reading  from 
one  book.  In  one  instance  I  found  a  class  of  live  reading 
from  one  Fourth  Reader,  it  being  the  only  one  of  that  grade 
in  the  school.  The  parents  say  they  are  not  able  to  make  the 
outlay,  and,  in  many  cases,  I  believe  this  to  be  true.  The  only 
remedy  that  I  can  suggest  is  the  adoption  of  the  "Free  Book 
System"  as  soon  as  our  iinancial  condition  will  permit. 

BUILDINGS. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  six  new  frame 
school  houses  have  been  erected,  the  houses  that  had  been 
blown  from  their  foundations  replaced,  and  all  other  school 
buildings  have  been  repaired  and  made  comfortable. 

FURNITURE  AND    SCHOOL    TERM. 

Three  of  our  schools  have  been  equipped  with  new  patent 
desks.    We  give  our  schools  a  uniform  term  of  5  montas. 

SCHOOL    WARRANTS. 

Most  of  our  schools  usually  begin  their  terms  in  September, 
and  end  the  same  in  February.  The  taxes  levied  to  meet  the 
estimated  expenses  of  the  current  year  are  seldom  collected 
before  March  or  April,  and  thus  we  are  deprived  of  the  use  of 
these  funds  until  after  the  greater  part  of  our  work  is  accom- 
plished, but  in  order  to  protect  ihe  teachers  and  other  holders 
of  school  warrants  against  losses  by  discount,  the  Board  has 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  First  Xational  Bank  of 
Fernandina,  whereby  all  school  warrants  issued  are  made  pay- 
able at  said  bank  and  cashed  upon   presentation   without  dis- 


233 

count  or  exchange.  The  Board  pays  interest  on  such  war- 
rants at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  from  the  date  on 
which  such  warrants  are  cashed  until  paid. 

FINA^'CIAL    CONDITION. 

Our  financial  resources  are  not  adequate  to  the  needs  of  our 
work,  although  the  County  Commissioners  have  unanimous- 
ly endorsed  the  efforts  of  the  School  Board  by  allowing  the 
maximum  levy  of  5  mills.  Economy  and  retrenchment  have 
been  practiced  wherever  possible,  still  the  imperative  need  of 
nsw  buildings  and  unavoidable  repairs,  most  of  which  were 
entailed  upon  us  by  the  severe  visitations  of  the  late  storm, 
have  created  such  a  drain  upon  our  finances  that  nothing  re- 
mains to  alleviate  the  indebtedness  created  in  the  past. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

My  only  suggestion  would  be  that  of  a  radical  change  in  the 
law  relating  to  the  School  Board.  Under  the  present  condi- 
tions, often  alter  an  election  an  entire  new  Board  takes  charge 
of  school  matters,  without  the  least  knowledg  of  work  accom- 
plished or  planned  by  the  former  board;  ignorant  of  the  finan- 
cial conditions  left  by  its  predecessors,  and  of  the  taxable  re- 
sources of  the  countv  in  its  relations  to  school  matters,  and 
the  other  financial  means  relating  thereto;  unacquainted  with 
the  services  and  standing  of  the  county's  teachers,  or  the  loca- 
tion and  value  of  school  property,  or  the  the  attendance  of 
pupils  and  relative  needs  of  diffeient  localities,  and  many 
other  items  necessary  to  be  known  in  order  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  the  Board  to  the  best  interests  of  the  schools,  its 
finances,  and  the  public. 

Remedy :  Term  of  oftice  of  members  of  the  School  Board 
to  be  made  six  years,  one  member  to  be  elected  every  two 
years. 

RECOMMENDATION  OF  COUNTY  BOARD. 

At  its  last  meeting  the  School  Board  adopted  with  great 
unanimity  a  resolution  recommending  that  the  five  mill  maxi- 
mum in  Section  8^,  Article  XII,  of  the  State  Constitution  be 
stricken  out  and  a  tea  nnll  niaxinium  be  inserted  in  its  place. 

C.  A.  SNOWBALL, 

County  Superintendent. 
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ORANGE  COUNTY. 

During  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  a  genejal  improve- 
ment in  the  work  done  in  the  schools  of  Orange  county.  In 
stating  this  fact  I  am  aware  that  I  make  use  of  a  stereotyped 
utterance.  To  request  an  officer  to  pass  judgment  upon  his 
own  work  is  not  always  a  sure  means  of  arriving  at  the  truth. 

The  work  done  in  the  schools  of  a  county  depends  largely 
as  to  quality  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  Superintendent  in  his 
department  of  the  work;  so  that  in  making  these  reports  the 
Superintendent  is  giving  his  opinion  of  his  own  success  or 
failure  in  his  work — is  passing  judgment  upon  himself  and  is 
expected  to  be  lenient  to  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

TEACHERS    IMPROVING. 

Our  teachers  are  mostly  progressive  because  they  are  stmhj- 
Ing.  To  be  able  to  say  of  a  convicted  sinner,  ''Behold  he 
prayeth,"  is  no  greater  evidence  of  a  hopeful  future  than  to 
be  able  to  say  of  a  teacher,  ^'Behold  he  studieth."  Our  teach- 
ers as  a  whole  are  studying  diligently,  and  therefore  I  ara 
greatly  encouraged  and  ara  expecting  greater  things  for  the 
future. 

EFFECT    OF    EXAMINATION    LAW. 

This  satisfactory  state  is  due  in  a  large  degree  to  the  desire 
of  the  teachers  to  pass  the  examinations  creditably;  therefore 
primarily  to  the  Uniform  examinations,  which,  like  "death 
and  taxes"  cannot  be  evaded;  secondarily,  to  a  strict  adherence 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law  in  the  conduct  of  the  exam- 
inations; and  largely  to  the  fact  that  these  examinations  have 
screened  out  many  of  the  inferior  teachers  and  a  better,  more 
progressive  class  has  been  secured  who  know  that  standing 
still  does  not  mean  progress;  and  also  to  the  fact  that  a  num- 
ber of  our  teachers  have  been  recently  attending  the  Normal 
Institutes  of  this  and  other  States,  and  our  Summer  Normals, 
and  the  leaven  thus  procured  is  leavening  the  whole  lump.  . 

ABOLISH   5  MILL    MAXIMUM,  ETC. 

Our  finances,  seriously  crippled  by  "the  freeze,"  are  begin- 
ning to  recover  and  in  a  short  time,  under  ordinary  conditions, 
will  reach  their  normal  state.  Our  people  are  ready  for  an  in- 
crease of  school  tax,  and  to  abolish  the  5  iiiill  niaximftm, 
I  would  suggest  that  the  3d  grade  certificate  be  abolished,  as 
well  as  the  pbwer  now  given  Superintendents  to  grant  "Tem- 
porary Certificates."  W.  B.  LYNCH, 

Count}^  Superintendent. 
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OSCEOLA   COUNTY. 

The  progress  of  our  schools  has,  possibly,  never  been  better 
than  at  present. 

TEACHERS. 

In  the  selection  of  teachers,  earnest  attention  has  been^givenc- 
to  the  matter  of  mental  and  moral  worth,  while  any  special 
fitness  for  the  school-room  has  had  its  full  and  deserved  share- 
of  consideration.  With  a  few  exceptions  our  teachers  are^ 
residents  of  the  countj?.  For  some  years  it  has  been  a  rule 
with  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  in  and  for  this  county  to- 
encourage  and  patronize,  in  a  leasonable  way,  home  talent. 
Therefore,  other  things  being  equal,  the  schools  have  been,  as 
far  as  practicable,  placed  in  the  hands  of  resident  teachers; 
and  although  the  large  and  rich  fruition  always  hoped  for  under 
this  system,  is  not  always  realized,  still  the  working  of  the 
rule  have  very  generally  been  good.  The  law  that  all  rules 
have  their  exceptions  may,  in  a  sense,  be  appled  to  this  one  ; 
and  if  mistakes  have  sometimes  been  made  in  the  appointment 
of  teachers,  said  mistakes  have  been  few  and  on  the  side  of 
justice. 

IlKill    snioOL. 

The  Osceola  High  School,  located  at  Kissimmee,  is  an  insti- 
tution in  which  the  people  of  town  and  couiiiy  alike  feel  a  just 
and  increasing  pride.  The  faculty  is  composed  of  six  teachers, 
two  males  and  four  females;  and  the  course  of  study  is  well- 
nigh  as  full  and  complete  as  that  of  any  educational  institu- 
tion in  the  State.  Young  men  and  young  women  graduated 
from  this  school  are  qualified,  as  far  as  scholarship  goes,  to 
take  up  at  once  the  difficult  and  delicate  ta^sk  of  training  and 
developing  the  minds  of  the  children  of  the  land.  From  tfcese 
graduates  we  are  pleased  to  select,  whenever  we  can,  the 
material  out  of  which  to  construct  home-made  teachers  as 
afore-mentioned. 

The  High  School  building  is  large,  commodious  and  impos- 
ing, having  been  recently  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $4,400.. 
Of  this  cost,  the  county  paid  11,700,  the  city  council,  $1,500:. 
and  the  remainder  was  covered  by  private  subscriptions.  The 
building  is  a  frame  structure  of  two  stories.  On  the  first  floor 
are  six  large,  well  ventilated  and  nicely  appointed  rooms  for 
general  school  purposes;  on  the  second  floor  are  two  spacious 
rooms  for  the  department  of  music  and  art  (a  self-sustaining 
department),  and  an  auditorium  50x80  feet  for  commencement- 
occasions.     It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  attendance  of  children^ 
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from  the  country  upon  this  school.  I  can  only  wish  that  more 
of  them  could  attend. 

It  is  proper  just  here  to  state  that  the  cost  of  running  this 
school  is  paid  in  part  by  the  city.  I  have  gone  thus  into 
particulars  respecting  this  Institution  in  order  to  show  the 
lively  interest  our  people  are  manifesting  in  Educational  mat- 
ters. The  school  is  not  a  city  school,  but  a  county  school;  and 
the  building  the  property  of  the  county. 

COUNTRY    SCHOOLS. 

We  have  several  excellant  schools,  in  charge  of  competent 
teachers,  in  country  districts,  but  in  some  parts  of  the  county, 
owing  to  the  irapermanence  of  the  settlements,  it  is  next  to  the 
impossible  to  keep  up  good  schools  one  year  with  another. 
This  county  is  a  vast  cattle  range,  and  men  in  the  live  stock 
business  are  frequently  under  the  necessity  of  changing  locali- 
ties in  order  to  find  the  best  pastorage. 

DLSPAKTTY  OF  ADVAXCEMEXT  IN  STUDIES. 

I  am  glad  to  believe  that  the  work  done  in  our  schools  is 
showing  from  time  to  time,  a  healthy  improvement.  I  have 
found  in  many  instances  a  striking  disparity  in  the  advance- 
ment of  classes  in  arithmetic  and  that  of  classes  (same  pupils) 
in  reading — the  reading  being,  invariably,  two  or  three  grades 
^head  of  the  arithmetic.  It  has  been  mv  constant  concern  to 
bave  the  teachers  to  remedy  this  evil  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  ' 
bringing  the  arithmetic  up  to  the  reading. 

FREE    TEXT     BOOKS. 

Without  discussing  the  question  at  all,  I  have  to  say  that 
«ince  the  introduction  of  free  books  into  our  schools,  teachers 
have  had  their  labors  very  much  lightened,  and  their  power 
and  efficiency  correspondingly  augmented.  There  is  no  longer 
strife  between  teacher  and  parent  as  to  the  boc>ks  t%  be  used 
by  the  children,  that  matter  having  been  settled  by  the  proper 
authorities. 

BOARD    OF    rUBLIC    INSTRUCTION. 

The  three  members  of  our  Board  are  men  who  have  the 
^ability  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  exalted  position 
which  they  occupy;  and  the  courage  to  discharge  their  duties, 
as  they  see  them,  without  fear,  favor  or  affection,  of,  for  or 
toward  any  one.  The  Board  has  done  what  it  could  to  advance 
the  educational  interests  of  the  county  throughout  its  length 
and  breadth. 

^e^givQ  to  submit  this  informal  report,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be. 

W.  B.  HINTON, 
County  Superintendent. 
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PASCO  COUNTY. 


In  obedience  to  your  reqiiast  I  have  the  pleasure  Jof  sub- 
mitting the  following  report  of  school  operations  in  Pasco 
county  from  July  1,  1896,  to  June  30,  1898  : 


PROGRESS    MADE. 

The  progress  made  in  the  schools  throughout  the  county,, 
morally  and  intellectually,  has  not  only  proved  satisfactory,,  • 
but  highly  gratifying;  the  average  attendance  has  increased  IS 
per  cent.,  the  enrollment  8  per  cent.  This  improve- 
ment is  the  result  of  the  labors  of  efficient  and  qualified  teach- 
ers, given  by  the  Uniform  Examination  law,  who  can  interest,, 
instruct  and  advance  the  pupil  and  awaken  in  the  patron  a. 
lively  interest  in  the  school. 

GRADED    AND    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

The  County  Graded  and  High  School  flourishes  under  the- 
principalship  of  Prof.  R.  M.  Kay,  ably  assisted  by  a  corps  of 
highly  efficient  and  well  qualified  teachers;  the  work  of  thi». 
school  has  excelled  all  previous  years  and  stands  upon  a  higher^ 
moral  and  intellectual  plane  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of 
the  school,  and  by  its  good  work  has  won  the  confidence,  and 
so  interested  its  patrons  that  they  are  enthusiastic  on  the  sub- 
ject for  a  better  and  higher  education  of  the  youth.  Under 
these  favorable  circumstances,  I  am  putting  forth  a  greater 
effort  to  elevate  it  to  the  highest  plane  of  usefulness,  that  it 
may  not  be  only  in  name,  but  in  fact,  a  Graded  and  High 
School  abreast  with  the  finest  schools  in  the  land. 

The  prescribed  course  of  study  prepares  the  pupil  for  the- 
collegiate  course  and  furnishes  our  common  schools-  witb 
teachers. 

SUJJ-DISTRICTS. 

Pasco  has  29  Sub-districts  voting  a  three  mill  tax.. 
We  have  built  five  school  houses,  bought  one,  and  furnished^  , 
five  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  ^\e  hundred  dollars.  The- 
County  Board  furnished  two  hundred  dollars  of  the  above 
sum.  Three  districts  have  established  Graded  and  High 
Schools  and  run  them  from  6  to  8  months;  the  schools  in  the 
districts  use  the  special  tax  to  lengthen  the  term,  purchase 
furniture  and  books.  Many  run  8  months,  and  we  hope  to  be 
able  with  the  help  of  the  special  tax  to  run  all  of  the  schools^ 
in  the  Sub-districts  next  year  eight  months.  The  School  Sub- 
district  law  was  a  wise  piece  of  legislation  and  all  counties^ 
that  can  not  run  their  schools  8  months  should  take  advantage 
of  it. 
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UNIFORM    EXAMINATIONS. 

I  cannot  commend  the  Uniform  Examination  law  and  its  re- 
sults in  terms  too  strong.  It:^  beneficent  effects  are  felt  in 
•every  school  room  throughout  the  county  in  the    enlargement 

of  the  teachers'  usefulness.  However,  I  would  suggest  that 
applicants  for  2nd  and  3rd  grads  certificates  be  examind  on  the 

School  La\c, 

FINANCES — ABOLISH    5    MILL    MAXIMUM, 

Last  year  we  reduced  our  indebtedness  $2,000,  and  within 
the  next  two  years  will  pay  it  in  full.  Our  warrants  are  not 
discounted^  we  keep  them  at  par.  If  our  next  Legislature  will 
amend  Section  8  of  Article  XII,  of  the  Constitution,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  *'nor  more  than  five  mills,"  indebtedness 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  past  and  our  schools  *'will  flourish  like 
"the  palm  and  grow  like  the  cedar." 

In  conclusion,  I  must  say  that  our  schools  have  done  as  well 
as  we  could  expect  with  a  short  term. 

D.  O.  THRASHER, 
County  Superintendent. 


POLK  COUI^TY. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  : 

The  schools  of  Folk  county  are  undoubtedly  in  a  better 
-condition  than  ever  before.  There  has  been  a  steady  increase 
of  attendance  in  our  schools,  and  the  attendance  has  been 
more  regular,  since  my  report  two  years  ago.  This  is  due, 
•not  to  increased  population,  but  to  increased  interest  in  the 
public  schools. 

IMPROVED    METHODS    IN    TEACHING. 

The  quality  of  the  work  done  in  the  schools  has  greatly  im- 
proved. This  is  chiefly  due  to  the  better  preparations  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers,  which  has  been  gained  by  attendance  at 
Teachers'  Summer  Schools,  home  study  preparatory  to  exam- 
inations, and  attending  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  County 
Teachers'  Association  and  Reading  Circle. 

FINANCIAL    CONDITION. 

Owing  to  the  effect  of  the  freeze  and  other  calamities,  the 
assessed  valuation  of  the  property  has  decreased,  thus  decreas- 
ing the  income  for  school  purposes  very  materially.     This  de- 


2H9 

crease  in  fuinis  has  crippled   the  schools,  cau«»ing  the  Board 
this  year  to  take   a  step  backwar<l  by  shortening  the  school 
term  one  month. 

THE    COURSE    OF    STUDY. 

The  course  of  study  prepared  in  1896,  having  been  slightly 
revised  last  year,  is  still  in  use.  It  has  been  helpful  in  system- 
atizing the  work  in  the  county.  We  expect  to  revise  and  im- 
prove the  course  this  year. 

teachers'  association  and   reading  circle. 

Verv  much  of  the  success  our  teachers  have  achieved  in 
their  school  work  is  attributable  to  the  Polk  Countv  Teachers' 
Association  and  Teachers'  Heading  Circle.  This  association 
meets  about  once  each  month  on  Saturday,  during  the  school 
term,  and  such  subjects  are  discussed  as  will  help  the  teachers 
in  their  work,  and  arouse  a  greater  interest  in  education  on 
the  part  of  patrons  and  friends.  While  attendance  at  these 
meetings  is  not  compulsory,  yet  every  teacher  is  expected  to 
attend  if  he  can  possibly  do  so.  Out  of  96  white  teachers  in 
this  county,  at  least  80  per  cent,  are  reading  the  books  selected 
by  the  Teachers'  Reading  Circle. 

SOME    NEEDED    LEGISLATION ABOLISH    5    MILL    MAXIMUM. 

I  submit  the  following  suggested  changes  in  our  present 
school  law,  which  if  the  Legislature  can  be  induced  to  make, 
I  think  the  schools  will  be  greatly  benefited;  unless  some 
of  the  legal  restrictions  and  limitations  can  be  removed,  our 
schools  must  cease  to  advance,  and  by  a  natural  law  they  will 
necessarily  retrograde : 

1st.  Remove  the  5-mill  constitutional  limit  for  school  pur- 
poses. 

2d.  Place  the  sole  power  of  levying  tax  for  school  purposes 
in  the  hands  of  the  County  Boards  of  Public  Instruction,  who, 
by  virtue  of  position,  are  better  qualified  to  act  in  such  mat- 
ters, and  being  elective,  are  thereby  nearer  the  people. 

3d.  Have  members  of  the  School  Boards  elected  for  six 
years ;  provided,  that  in  the  first  election  one  shall  be  elected 
for  two  years,  one  for  four  years  and  one  for  six  years. 

4th.  Make  Third  Grade  certificates  good  for  one  year  only, 
and  re-issuable  but  once. 

J.  L.  ROLLINGS  WORTH, 

County  Superintendent. 
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PUTNAM  COUNTY. 

I  herewith  submit  my  bi-ennial  report  for  scholastic  years 
from  July  1st,  1896,  to  June  30th,  1898. 

DECREASE    IX    SCHOOLS. 

We  have  had  to  abandon  a  few  rural  schools  for  want  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  pupils  to  maintain  the  required  fiverage. 
We  have  not  lost  the  pupils  to  the  county,  for  most  of  thera 
have  moved  to  the  towns,  where  they  could  get  better  school 
facilities  and  their  parents  obtain  employment. 

SCHOOL    SITES    AND    NEW    BUILDINGS. 

Our  Board  has  erected  sev^eral  new  school  buildings,  some- 
times aided  by  the  patrons.  We  build  all  our  school  houses 
on  similar  models,  one  a  small  and  the  other  a  large  size.  The 
school  lots  or  sites  are  always  donated  to  the  Board  by  the 
patrons. 

FURNITURE  AND  EQUIPMENTS. 

Some  outlay  has  been  made  in  purchasing  furniture,  but  the 
improved  desks  come  so  dear,  we  find  we  can  make  a  very 
handy  seat  and  desk  for  less  than  half  the  money.  No  pur- 
chases of  charts  have  been  inade^  and  the  chart  men  ham 
wasted  their  long-winded  fragrance  on  the  desert  air,  when 
exemplifying  the  merits  of  their  wares.  We  have  made  an 
effort  to  place  a  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary  in  our 
leading  schools,  but  our  finances  have  run  so  close  we  have 
not  done  all  we  wished  in  this  line.  Some  of  our  schools  are 
deficient  in  blackboard  surface,  and  I  have  aroused  our  Board 
to  the  importance  of  providing  more  blackboards. 

COUNTY    teachers'    INSTITUTE    AND    LIBRARY. 

During  the  school  term  of  1897-98,  we  ran  a  County  Insti- 
tute, charging  each  member  an  admission  fee  of  fifty  cents. 
The  fund  thus  accumulated  was  invested  in  pedagogical  books, 
the  Superintendent  made  the  Librarian,  the  books  to  be  loaned 
to  any  member  applying  for  them.  Traveling  facilities  were 
so  poor  in  getting  to  and  from  Palatka  the  same  day,  the 
teachers  did  not  make  the  attendance  a  success. 

HOME    TALENT. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  we  have  had  enough  home  teachers 
to  fill  our  white  schools,  but  colored  teachers  have  been  drop- 
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ping  out  at  the  late  examinations,  until  we  hid  to  double 
them  up  to  fill  vacancies  by  teaching  the  second  term. 

FINAyCES. 

Notwithstanding  our  finances  have  run  low  each  year,  we 
have  always  managed  to  pay  our  teachers  monthly.  When 
we  can't  do  this  we  will  close  shop.  We  have  never  anked 
for  the  maximum  ^ve  mills  in  any  year,  and  one  year  the 
Board  of  County  Commissioners  cut  us  back  to  3:|^  mills,  which 
has  kept  us  a  little  short  at  times  ever  since.  We  are  of  the 
opinion  no  such  pow6r  should  be  delegated  to  that  Board. 

UNIFORM    EXAMINATION    LAW. 

Our  schools  have  advanced  in  intelligence,  under  the  Uni- 
form Examination  laws,  but  one  thing  we  do  believe,  from  oiir 
observation,  that  the  law  permitting  a  teacher  to  obtain  an  in- 
definite number  of  Third  Grade  Certificates  should  be  changed 
back  to  its  first  requirement. 

SUB-DISTRICTS.  ' 

Our  sub-districts  are  doing  good  work  under  the  method  of 
local  taxation,  and  I  am  of  the  full  opinion  much  of  the  red 
tape  process  ought  to  be  taken  off,  so  that  every  school  dis- 
trict could  have  these  local  advantages.  When  a  people  want 
a  good  thing,  and  are  willing  to  pay  for  it,  I  see  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  have  it. 

LEGISLATION.  t 

Some  legislation  is  necessary : 

1st.  A  change  in  the  present  law,  so  as  to  allow  teachers 
to  obtain  not  exceeding  two  Third  Grade  Certificates. 

2d.  A  remodeling  of  the  sub-district  law,  so  as  to  confejr 
the  power  on  every  school  locality,  without  so  much  compli- 
cation and  restriction.  ' 

3d.  A  means  to  reach  the  parent  by  Compulsory  Education 
or  otherwise,  so  as  to  compel  attendance  of  every  pupil. 

The  question  of  Uniformity  of  Text  Books,  while  I  am  indi- 
vidually opposed  to  it,  I  shall  Ibave  for  other  and  abler  pens. 

THOS.  W.RALPH,       , 

County  Superintendent..' 
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SAINT  JOHNS  COUNTV. 

Hepiyingto  vour  reqiu'st,  I  beg  to  make  the  following  report 
for  the  pa^t  tw»>  years : 

INCREASED  LKVY  —  ABOLISH    5    MILL    MAXIMUM. 

The  cause  of  education  in  this  county,  and  I  suppose  in 
every  county  in  the  State,  is  trreatly  handicapped  because*  of 
insufticient  funds  with  which  to  carry  on  the  work.  Only  by 
the  closest  economy  and  most  careful  management  are  we  able 
to  meet  present  obligations,  while  new  buildings,  better  sala- 
ries and  a  longer  term  are  entn-ely  out  of  the  question. 

A  levy  of  6  mills  in  this  county,  instead  of  5  as  at  present, 
would  soon  enable  us  to  pay  oft*  our  present  indebtedness  and 
to  make  inany  needed  improvements. 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  our  next  Legislature  will 
amend  the  Constitution  by  striking  out  the  words,  ^'nor  more 
than  five  mills,"  and  thereby  strike  off  the  fetters  that  have  so 
long  crippled  our  cause  in  this  State. 

SCHOOL   FUNDS    USED. 

Our  experience  within  the  past  two  years  has  shown  that  a 
School  Board  may  be  greatly  embarrassed  in  its  work  by  hav- 
ing its  funds  entangled  with  those  of  the  county  proper.  Only 
after  the  loss  of  much  time  and  more  money,  to  us,  were  the 
County  Commissioners  able  to  get  the  accounts  straightened 
out,(we  were  obliged  to  wait  on  their  action),  and  it  was  then 
found  that  over  $1,><00  of  school  money  had  been  used  for 
building  bridges  and  improving  roads.  All  this  trouble  and 
loss  would  have  been  avoided  had  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  been  treasurer  of  the  school  funds.  We  are^  heartily 
in  favor  of  a  law  giving  each  School  Board  full  control  of  its 
own  funds  through  the  County  Superintendent,  requiring  him 
to  give  bond  and  a  strict  accounting  as  in  the  case  of  the 
County  Treasurer. 

COMPULSORY    SCHOOL    L  VVV^. 

There  is  a  strong  sentiment  in  this  county  in  favor  of  a 
compulsory  si-hool  law.  If  such  a  law  were  adopted  and  made 
to  apply  to  children  from  6  to  12  years  of  age,  it  would  meet 
with  general  approval  here. 

teachers'    INSTITUTES. 

We  find  that  our  County  Teachers'  Institutes  are  of  the 
^rjatest  value  to  the  teachers,  and  we  hold  th^t  public  money 
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<5an  be  spent  in  no  better  way  than  by  giving  teachers  each 
year  a  month's  instruction  in  the  methods  and  practice  of 
Caching. 

HIGH    SCHOOL    AND    LIBRARY. 

It  ha$  been  our  constant  effort  to  keep  up  the  standard  of 
our  High  School  in  this  city;  and  we  feel  that,  with  its  present 
•efficient  corps  of  teachers,  we  have  a  school  second  to  none  in 
the  State.  This  school  has  a  good  Library  of  over  200  volumes 
fo  •  the  use  of  pupils,  a  complete  chemical  laboratory,  and  a 
room  thoroughly  furnished  with  apparatus  for  the  study  of 
physics. 

COLORED    GRAMMAR    SCHOOL. 

Last  summer  we  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  a 
.most  capable  man  as  principal  of  our  Colored  Grammar 
School;  and  many  improvements  are  already  noticeable.  The 
school  has  been  thoroughly  graded,  the  standard  has  been 
raised,  ami  create i*  interest  has  developed  in  both  pupils  and 
patrons.  ()ur  roh»red  people  are  waking  up  to  their  advantages 
in  school  matters  and  as  a  result  the  building  is  filled  to  its  ut- 
most capacity.  This  school,  like  all  of  our  city  schools,  is  given 
^  term  of%  months, 

COUNTRY    SCHOOLS    AND    LETTER   WRITING. 

We  are  operating  all  schools  in  the  county  7  months  where 
they  keep  up  an  average  of  ten  or  more.  Most  of  the  school 
buildings  are  frame  and  the  majority  of  them  are  filled  with 
patent  desks. 

With  few  exceptions  all  schools  are  visited  at  least  twice  a 
year  as  prescribed  by  law. 

I  have  adopted  a  plan  in  this  county  that  might  be  used  to 
advantage  in  other  counties.  I  find  that  m©st  of  the  pupils  in 
country  schools  are  very  deficient  in  composition  and  letter- 
writing.  With  a  view  to  interesting  them  in  this  line  of  work, 
I  require  each  pupil,  old  enough  to  do  so,  to  write  me  a  letter 
at  regular  intervals,  say  once  a  month.  These  letters  are 
written  without  assistance  and  are  sent  to  me  through  the 
iteacher.  After  reading  them  over,  they  are  returned  to  the 
/pupils,  and  each  letter  is  carefully  earreoted  by  its  author  with 
the  teacher's  help.  When  all  mistakes  are  noted,  the  letters 
are  filed  away  until  the  next  are  written  and  have  gone  the 
rounds,  when  the  two  ai*e  compared  and  the  improvement 
noted.  You  will  readily  see  the  many  advantages  growing 
oat  of  this  course. 
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ORANGE  COUNTY. 

During  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  a  genejal  improve- 
ment in  the  work  done  in  the  schools  of  Orange  county.  In 
stating  this  fact  I  am  aware  that  I  make  use  of  a  stereotyped 
utterance.  To  request  an  officer  to  pass  judgment  upon  his 
own  work  is  not  always  a  sure  means  of  arriving  at  the  truth. 

The  work  done  in  the  schools  of  a  county  depends  largely 
as  to  quality  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  Superintendent  in  his 
department  of  the  work;  so  that  in  making  these  reports  the 
Superintendent  is  giving  his  opinion  of  his  own  success  or 
failure  in  his  work — is  passing  judgment  upon  himself  and  is 
expected  to  be  lenient  to  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

TEACHERS    IMPROVING. 

Our  teachers  are  mostly  progressive  because  they  are  stuch/- 
iirg.  To  be  able  to  say  of  a  convicted  sinner,  "Behold  he 
prayeth,"  is  no  greater  evidence  of  a  hopeful  future  than  to 
be  able  to  say  of  a  teacher,  ''Behold  he  studieth."  Our  teach- 
ers as  a  whole  are  studying  diligently,  and  therefore  I  am 
greatly  encouraged  and  am  expecting  greater  things  for  the 
future. 

EFFEf'T    OF    KXAMIXATIOX    LAW. 

This  satisfactory  state  is  due  in  a  large  degree  to  the  desire 
of  the  teachers  to  pass  the  examinations  creditably;  therefore 
primarily  to  the  Uniform  examinations,  which,  like  ''death 
and  taxes"  cannot  be  evaded;  secondarily,  to  a  strict  adherence 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law  in  the  conduct  of  the  exam- 
inations; and  largely  to  the  fact  that  these  examinations  have  • 
screened  out  many  of  the  inferior  teachers  and  a  better,  more 
progressive  class  has  been  secured  who  know  that  standing 
still  does  not  mean  progress;  and  also  to  the  fact  that  a  num- 
ber of  our  teachers  have  been  recently  attending  the  Normal 
Institutes  of  this  and  other  States,  and  our  Summer  Normals, 
and  the  leaven  thus  procured  is  leavening  the  whole  lump.  , 

ABOLISH  5  MILL    MAXIMUM,  ETC. 

Our  finances,  seriously  crippled  by  "the  freeze,"  are  begin- 
ning to  recover  and  in  a  short  time,  under  ordinary''  conditions, 
will  reach  their  normal  state.  Our  people  are  ready  for  an  in- 
crease of  school  tax,  and  to  abolish  the  5  mill  7naxi)nuni. 
I  would  suggest  that  the  3d  grade  certificate  be  abolished,  as 
well  as  the  pOwer  now  given  Superintendents  to  grant  "Tem- 
porary Certificates."  W.  B.  LYNCH, 

County  Superintendent. 
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OSCEOLA   COUNTY. 

The  progress  of  our  schools  has,  possibly,  never  been  better 
than  at  present. 

TEACHERS. 

In  the  selection  of  teachers,  earnest  attention  has  been^giverr 
to  the  matter  of  mental  and  moral  worth,  while  any  special 
fitness  for  the  school-room  has  had  its  full  and  deserved  share- 
of  consideration.  With  a  few  exceptions  our  teachers  are^ 
residents  of  the  countj^.  For  some  years  it  has  been  a  rule 
with  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  in  and  for  this  county  to- 
encourage  and  patronize,  in  a  reasonable  way,  home  talent. 
Therefore,  other  things  being  equal,  the  schools  have  been,  as 
far  as  practicable,  placed  in  the  hands  of  resident  teachers; 
and  although  the  large  and  rich  fruition  always  hoped  for  under 
this  system,  is  not  always  realized,  still  the  working  of  the 
rule  have  very  generally  been  good.  The  law  that  all  rules 
have  their  exceptions  may,  in  a  sense,  be  appled  to  this  one; 
and  if  mistakes  have  sometimes  been  made  in  the  appointment 
of  teachers,  said  mistakes  have  been  few  and  on  the  side  of 
justice. 

IIKill     SCHOOL. 

The  Osceola  High  School,  located  at  Kissimmee,  is  an  insti- 
tution in  which  the  people  of  town  and  county  alike  feel  a  just 
and  increasing  pride.  The  faculty  is  composed  of  six  teachers, 
two  males  and  four  females;  and  the  course  of  study  is  well- 
nigh  as  full  and  complete  as  that  of  any  educational  institu- 
tion in  the  State.  Young  men  and  young  women  graduated 
from  this  school  are  qualiHed,  as  far  as  scholarship  goes,  to 
take  up  at  once  the  difficult  and  delicate  task  of  training  and 
developing  the  minds  of  the  children  of  the  land.  From  tfcese 
graduates  we  are  pleased  to  select,  whenever  we  can,  the 
material  out  of  which  to  construct  home-made  teachers  as 
afore-mentioned. 

The  High  School  building  is  large,  commodious  and  impos- 
ing, having  been  recently  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $4,400.. 
Of  this  cost,  the  county  paid  $1,700,  the  city  council,  $1,500:. 
and  the  remainder  was  covered  by  private  subscriptions.  The 
building  is  a  frame  structure  of  two  stories.  On  the  first  floor 
are  six  large,  well  ventilated  and  nicely  appointed  rooms  for 
general  school  purposes;  on  the  second  floor  are  two  spacious 
rooms  for  the  department  of  music  and  art  (a  self-sustaining 
department),  and  an  auditorium  50x80  feet  for  commencement 
occasions.     It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  attendance  of  childreni 
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from  the  country  upon  this  school.  I  can  only  wish  that  more 
of  them  could  attend. 

It  is  proper  just  here  to  state  that  the  cost  of  running  this 
school  is  paid  in  part  by  the  city.  I  have  gone  thus  into 
particulars  respecting  this  Institution  in  order  to  show  the 
lively  interest  our  people  are  manifesting  in  Educational  mat- 
ters. The  school  is  not  a  city  school,  but  a  county  school;  and 
the  building  the  property  of  the  county. 

COUNTRY    SCHOOLS. 

We  have  several  excell3nt  schools,  in  charge  of  competent 
teachers,  in  country  districts,  but  in  some  parts  of  the  county, 
owing  to  the  irapermanence  of  the  settlements,  it  is  next  to  the 
impossible  to  keep  up  good  schools  one  year  with  another. 
This  county  is  a  vast  cattle  range,  and  men  in  the  live  stock 
business  are  frequently  under  the  necessity  of  changing  locali- 
ties in  order  to  find  the  best  pastorage. 

DLSPAKITY  OF  ADVAXCEMEXT  IN  STUDIES. 

I  am  glad  to  believe  that  the  work  done  in  our  schools  is 
showing  from  time  to  time,  a  healthy  improvement.  I  have 
found  in  many  instances  a  striking  disparity  in  the  advance- 
ment of  classes  in  arithmetic  and  that  of  classes  (same  pupils) 
in  reading — the  reading  being,  invariably,  two  or  three  grades 
ahead  of  the  arithmetic.  It  has  been  mv  constant  concern  to 
have  the  teachers  to  remedy  this  evil  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  ' 
bringing  the  arithmetic  up  to  the  reading. 

FREE    TEXT     BOOKS. 

Without  discussing  the  question  at  all,  I  have  to  say  that 
«ince  the  introduction  of  /'ree  books  into  our  schools,  teachers 
have  had  their  labors  very  much  lightened,  and  their  power 
and  efficiency  correspondingly  augmented.  There  is  no  longer 
^strife  between  teacher  and  parent  as  to  the  bo(>ks  t#  be  used 
by  the  children,  that  matter  having  been  settled  by  the  proper 
authorities. 

BOARD    OF    PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION. 

The  three  members  of  our  Board  are  men  who  have  the 
ability  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  exalted  position 
which  they  occupy;  and  the  courage  to  discharge  their  duties, 
as  they  see  them,  without  fear,  favor  or  affection,  of,  for  or 
toward  any  one.  The  Board  has  done  what  it  could  to  advance 
the  educational  interests  of  the  county  throughout  its  length 
and  breadth. 

Begging  to  submit  this  informal  report,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be. 

W.  B.  HINTON, 
County  Superintendent. 
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PASCO  COUNTY. 


In  obedience  to  your  reqiiast  I  have  the  pleasure  Jof  sub- 
mitting the  following  report  of  school  operations  in  Pasco 
county  from  July  1,  1896,  to  June  30,  1898  : 


PROriRESS    MADE. 

The  progress  made  in  the  schools  throughout  the  county^ 
morally  and  intellectually,  has  not  only  proved  satisfactory^  • 
but  highly  gratifying;  the  average  attendance  has  increased  IB 
per  cent.,  the  enrollment  8  per  cent.  This  improve- 
ment is  the  result  of  the  labors  of  efficient  and  qualified  teach- 
ers, given  by  the  Uniform  Examination  law,  who  can  interest,., 
instruct  and  advance  the  pupil  and  awaken  in  the  patron  a. 
lively  interest  in  the  school. 

GRADED    AND    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

The  County  Graded  and  High  School  flourishes  under  the- 
principalship  of  Prof.  R.  M.  liay,  ably  assisted  by  a  corps  of 
highly  efficient  and  well  qualified  teachers;  the  work  of  this- 
school  has  excelled  all  previous  years  and  stands  upon  a  higher 
moral  and  intellectual  plane  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of 
the  school,  and  by  its  good  work  has  won  the  confidence,  and 
so  interested  its  patrons  that  they  are  enthusiastic  on  the  sub- 
ject for  a  better  and  higher  education  of  the  youth.  Under 
these  favorable  circumstances,  I  am  putting  forth  a  greater 
effort  to  elevate  it  to  the  highest  plane  of  usefulness,  that  it 
may  not  be  only  in  name,  but  in  fact,  a  Graded  and  High 
School  abreast  with  the  finest  schools  in  the  land. 

The  prescribed  course  of  study  prepares  the  pupil  for  the- 
collegiate  course  and  furnishes  our  common  schools  witb 
teachers. 

SUJJ-DISTRICTS. 

Pasco    has    29    Sub-districts    voting    a    three    mill    tax. 
We   have  built  five  school  houses,  bought  one,  and  furnished  , 
five  at  a  cost  of   two   thousand   five   hundred   dollars.     The- 
County   Board   furnished   two    hundred   dollars  of  the  above 
sum.     Three    districts   have    established   Graded   and   High 
Schools  and   run  them  from  6  to  8  months;  the  schools  in  the- 
districts  use  the  special  tax    to   lengthen  the   term,    purchase- 
furniture  and  books.     Many  run  8  months,  and  we  hope  to  be- 
able  with  the  help  of  the  special  tax  to  run  all  of   the    school* 
in  the  Sub-districts  next  year  eight  months.  The  School  Sub- 
district  law   was  a  wise  piece   of  legislation  and  all  counties, 
that  can  not  run  their  schools  8  months  should  take  advantage 
of  it. 
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UNIFORM    EXAMINATIONS. 

I  cannot  commend  the  Uniform  Examination  law  and  its  re- 
sults in  terms  too  strong.  Its  beneficent  effects  are  felt  in 
•every  school  room  throughout  the  county  in  the    enlargement 

of  the  teachers'  usefulness.  However,  I  would  suggest  that 
applicants  for  2nd  and  3rd  grads  certificates  be  examind  on  the 

JSchool  Law. 

FINANCES — ABOLISH    5    MILL    MAXIMUM, 

Last  year  we  reduced  our  indebtedness  $2,000,  and  within 
the  next  two  years  will  pay  it  in  full.  Our  warrants  are  not 
discounted^  we  keep  them  at  par.  If  our  next  Legislature  will 
amend  Section  8  of  Article  XII,  of  the  Constitution,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  "nor  more  than  five  mills,"  indebtedness 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  past  and  our  schools  *'will  flourish  like 
the  palm  and  grow  like  the  cedar." 

In  conclusion,  I  must  say  that  our  schools  have  done  as  well 
as  we  could  expect  with  a  short  term. 

D.  O.  THRASHER, 
County  Superintendent. 


POLK  COUISTV. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following : 

The  schools  of  Polk  county  are  undoubtedly  in  a  better 
-condition  than  ever  before.  There  has  been  a  stead  v  increase 
of  attendance  in  our  schools,  and  the  attendance  has  been 
more  regular,  since  my  report  two  years  ago.  This  is  due, 
•not  to  increased  population,  but  to  increased  interest  in  the 
public  schools. 

IMPROVED    METHODS    IN    TEAC^HING. 

The  quality  of  the  work  done  in  the  schools  has  greatly  im- 
proved. This  is  chiefly  due  to  the  better  preparations  on  the 
jpart  of  the  teachers,  which  has  been  gained  by  attendance  at 
Teachers'  Summer  Schools,  home  study  preparatory  to  exam- 
inations, and  attending  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  County 
Teachers'  Association  and  Reading  Circle. 

FINANCIAL    CONDITION. 

Owing  to  the  effect  of  the  freeze  and  other  calamities,  the 
:assessed  valuation  of  the  property  has  decreased,  thus  decreas- 
ing the  income  for  school  purposes  very  materially.     This  de- 
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crea^^e  in  funds  has  crippled  the  schools,  causing  the  Board 
this  year  to  take   a  step   backward  by  shortening  the   school 
term  one  month. 

THE    COURSE    OF    STUDY. 

The  course  of  study  prepared  in  1896,  having  been  slightly 
revised  last  year,  is  still  in  use.  It  has  been  helpful  in  system- 
atizing the  work  in  the  county.  We  expect  to  revise  and  im- 
prove the  course  this  year. 

teachers'  as>ociatiox  and   reading  circle. 

Verv  much  of  the  success  our  teachers  have  achieved  in 
their  school  work  is  attributable  to  the  Polk  Countv  Teachers' 
Association  and  Teachers'  Heading  Circle.  This  association 
meets  about  once  each  month  on  Saturday,  during  the  school 
term,  and  such  subjects  are  discussed  as  will  help  the  teachers 
in  their  work,  and  arouse  a  greater  interest  in  education  on 
the  part  of  patrons  and  friends.  While  attendance  at  these 
meetings  is  not  compulsory,  yet  every  teacher  is  expected  to 
attend  if  he  can  possibly  do  so.  Out  of  96  white  teachers  in 
this  county,  at  least  80  per  cent,  are  reading  the  books  selected 
by  the  Teachers'  Reading  Circle. 

some    needed    legislation ABOLISH    5    MILL    MAXIMUM. 

I  submit  the  following  suggested  changes  in  our  present 
school  law,  which  if  the  Legislature  can  be  induced  to  make, 
I  think  the  schools  will  be  greatly  benefited ;  unless  some 
of  the  legal  restrictions  and  limitations  can  be  removed,  our 
schools  must  cease  to  advance,  and  by  a  natural  law  they  will 
necessarily  retrograde : 

1st.  Remove  the  5-mill  constitutional  limit  for  school  pur- 
poses. 

2d.  Place  the  sole  power  of  levying  tax  for  school  purposes 
in  the  hands  of  the  County  Boards  of  Public  Instruction,  who, 
by  virtue  of  position,  are  better  qualified  to  act  in  such  mat- 
ters, and  being  elective,  are  thereby  nearer  the  people. 

3d.  Have  members  of  the  School  Boards  elected  for  six 
years ;  provided,  that  in  the  first  election  one  shall  be  elected 
for  two  years,  one  for  four  years  and  one  for  six  years. 

4th.  Make  Third  Grade  certificates  good  for  one  year  only, 
and  re-issuable  but  once. 

J.  L.  HOLLINGSWORTH, 

County  Superintendent. 
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PUTNAM  COUNTY. 

I  herewith  submit  ray  bi-ennial  report  for  scholastic  years 
from  July  1st,  1896,  to  June  30th,  1898. 

DECREASE    IN    SCHOOLS. 

We  have  had  to  abandon  a  few  rural  schools  for  want  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  pupils  to  maintain  the  Fequired  fiverage. 
We  have  not  lost  the  pupils  to  the  county,  for  most  of  them 
have  moved  to  the  towns,  where  they  could  get  better  school 
facilities  and  their  parents  obtain  employment. 

SCHOOL    SITES    AXD    NEW    BUILDINGS. 

Our  Board  has  erected  several  new  school  buildings,  some- 
times aided  by  the  patrons.  We  build  all  our  school  houses 
on  similar  models,  one  a  small  and  the  other  a  large  size.  The 
school  lots  or  sites  are  always  donated  to  the  Board  by  the 
patrons. 

FURNITURE  AND  EQUIPMENTS. 

Some  outlay  has  been  made  in  purchasing  furniture,  but  the 
improved  desks  come  so  dear,  we  find  we  can  make  a  very 
handy  seat  and  desk  for  less  than  half  the  money.  No  pur- 
chases of  charts  have  heen  rnade^  and  the  chart  men  have 
wasted  their  long-xcinded  frayrance  on  the  desert  air^  ichen 
exemjylifyiyig  the  merits  of  their  %cares.  We  have  made  an 
effort  to  place  a  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary  in  our 
leading  schools,  but  our  finances  have  run  so  close  we  have 
not  done  all  we  wished  in  this  line.  Some  of  our  schools  are 
deficient  in  blackboard  surface,  and  I  have  aroused  our  Board 
to  the  importance  of  providing  more  blackboards. 

COUNTY    teachers'    INSTITUTE    AND    LIBRARY. 

During  the  school  term  of  1897-98,  we  ran  a  County  Insti- 
tute, charging  each  member  an  admission  fee  of  fifty  cents. 
The  fund  thus  accumulated  was  invested  in  pedagogical  books» 
the  Superintendent  made  the  Librarian,  the  books  to  be  loaned 
to  any  member  applying  for  them.  Traveling  facilities  were 
so  poor  in  getting  to  and  from  Palatka  the  same  day,  the 
teachers  did  not  make  the  attendance  a  success. 

HOME    TALENT. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  we  have  had  enough  home  teachers 
to  fill  our  white  schools,  but  colored  teachers  have  been  drop- 


241 

ping  oat  at  the  late  examinations,  until  we  hid  to  double 
them  up  to  fill  vacancies  by  teaching  the  second  term. 

FINAyCES. 

Notwithstanding  our  finances  have  run  low  each  year,  we 
have  always  managed  to  pay  our  teachers  monthly.  When 
we  can't  do  this  we  will  close  shop.  We  have  never  anked 
for  the  maximum  five  mills  in  any  year,  and  one  year  the 
Board  of  County  Commissioners  cut  us  back  to  3^  mills,  which 
has  kept  us  a  little  short  at  times  ever  since.  We  are  of  the 
opinion  no  such  pow6r  should  be  delegated  to  that  Board. 

UNIFORM    EXAMINATION   LAW. 

Our  schools  have  advanced  in  intelligence,  under  the  Uni- 
form Examination  laws,  but  one  thing  we  do  believe,  from  oiir 
observation,  that  the  law  permitting  a  teacher  to  obtain  an  in- 
definite number  of  Third  Grade  Certificates  should  be  changed 
back  to  its  first  requirement. 

SUB-DISTRICTS. 

Our  sub-districts  are  doing  good  work  under  the  method  of 
local  taxation,  and  I  am  of  the  full  opinion  much  of  the  red 
tape  process  ought  to  be  taken  off,  so  that  every  school  dis- 
trict could  have  these  local  advantages.  When  a  people  want 
a  good  thing,  and  are  willing  to  pay  for  it,  I  see  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  have  it. 

LEGISLATION.  t 

Some  legislation  is  necessary : 

1st.  A  change  in  the  present  law,  so  as  to  allow  teachers 
to  obtain  not  exceeding  two  Third  Grade  Certificates. 

2d.  A  remodeling  of  the  sub-district  law,  so  as  to  confer 
the  power  on  every  school  locality,  without  so  much  compli- 
cation and  restriction.  , 

3d.  A  means  to  reach  the  parent  by  Compulsory  Education 
or  otherwise,  so  as  to  compel  attendance  of  every  pupil. 

The  question  of  Uniformity  of  Text  Books,  while  I  am  indi- 
vidually opposed  to  it,  I  shall  l^are  for  otber  and  abler  pens. 

THOS.  W.  RALPH, 

County  Superintendent..* 
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SAINT  JOHNS  COUNTY". 

Heplyingto  your  requvst,  I  beg  lo  make  the  following  report 
for  the  pa.>t  two  years : 

INCREASED  LKVY — ABOLISH    5    MILL    MAXIMUM. 

The  cMuse  of  (•diu-ation  in  ihis  county,  and  I  suppose  in 
every  county  in  the  State,  is  irreatly  handicapped  because' of 
insufficient  funds  with  which  to  carry  on  the  work.  Only  by 
the  closest  economy  and  most  careful  management  are  we  able 
to  meet  present  obligations,  while  new  buildings,  better  sala- 
ries and  a  longer  term  are  entn-ely  out  of  the  question. 

A  levy  of  6  mills  in  this  county,  instead  of  5  as  at  present, 
would  soon  enable  us  to  pay  off  our  present  indebtedness  and 
to  make  inany  needed  improvements. 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  our  next  Legislature  will 
amend  the  Constitution  by  striking  out  the  words,  '•'nor  more 
than  five  mills,"  and  thereby  strike  off  the  fetters  that  have  so 
long  crippled  our  cause  in  this  State. 

SCHOOL   FUNDS    USED. 

Our  experience  within  the  past  two  years  has  shown  that  a 
School  Board  may  be  greatly  embarrassed  in  its  work  by  hav- 
ing its  funds  entangled  with  those  of  the  county  proper.  Only 
after  the  loss  of  nmch  time  and  more  money,  to  us,  were  the 
County  Commissioners  able  to  get  the  accounts  straightened 
out, (we  were  obliged  to  wait  on  their  action),  and  it  was  then 
found  that  over  $1,><00  of  school  money  had  been  used  for 
building  bridges  and  iniproving  roads.  All  this  trouble  and 
loss  would  have  been  avoided  had  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  been  treasurer  of  the  school  funds.  We  are^  heartily 
in  favor  of  a  law  giving  each  School  Board  full  control  of  its 
own  funds  through  the  County  Superintendent,  requiring  him 
to  give  bond  and  a  strict  accounting  as  in  the  case  of  the 
County  Treasurer. 

COMPULSORY    SCHOOL   L \W. 

There  is  a  strong  sentiment  in  this  county  in  favor  of  a 
eompulsory  srhool  law.  If  such  a  law  were  adopted  and  made 
to  apply  to  children  from  6  to  12  years  of  age,  it  would  meet 
with  general  approval  here. 

teachers'  institutes. 

We  find  that  our  County  Teachers'  Institutes  are  of  the 
jriatest  value  to  the  teachers,  and  we  hold  thatr  publjc  money 


<»n  be  spent  in  no  better  way  than  by  giving  teachers  each 
year  a  month's  instruction  in  the  methods  and  practice  of 
Caching. 

HIGH    SCHOOL    AND    LIBRARY. 

It  ha3  been  our  constant  efPort  to  keep  up  the  standard  of 
our  High  School  in  this  city;  and  we  feel  that,  with  its  present 
•efficient  corps  of  teachers,  we  have  a  school  second  to  none  in 
the  State.  This  school  has  a  good  Library  of  over  200  volumes 
fo  •  the  use  of  pupils,  a  complete  chemical  laboratory,  and  a 
room  thoroughly  furnished  with  apparatus  for  the  study  of 
physics. 

COLORED    (;RAMMAR    SCHOOL. 

Last  summer  we  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  a 
.most  capable  man  as  principal  of  our  Colored  Grammar 
School;  and  many  improvements  are  already  noticeable.  The 
ftchool  has  been  thoroughly  graded,  the  standard  has  been 
raised,  ami  (rreatei*  interest  has  developed  in  both  pupils  and 
patrons.  ()ur  rohired  people  are  waking  up  to  their  advantages 
in  school  matters  and  as  a  result  the  building  is  filled  to  its  ut- 
most capacity.  This  school,  like  all  of  our  city  schools,  is  given 
^  term  of'S  months. 

COUNTRY    SCHOOLS    AND    LETTER    WRITING. 

We  are  operating  all  schools  in  the  county  7  months  where 
they  keep  up  an  average  of  ten  or  more.  Most  of  the  school 
buildings  are  frame  and  the  majority  of  them  are  filled  with 
patent  desks. 

With  few  exceptions  all  schools  are  visited  at  least  twice  a 
year  as  prescribed  by  law. 

I  have  adopted  a  plan  in  this  county  that  might  be  used  to 
advantage  in  other  counties.  I  find  that  mast  of  the  pupils  in 
country  schools  are  very  deficient  in  composition  and  letter- 
writing.  With  a  view  to  interesting  them  in  this  line  of  work, 
I  require  each  pupil,  old  enough  to  do  so,  to  write  me  a  letter 
at  regular  intervals,  say  once  a  month.  These  letters  are 
written  without  assistance  and  are  sent  to  me  through  the 
iteacher.  After  reading  them  over,  they  are  returned  to  the 
pupils,  and  each  letter  is  carefully  eorreoted  by  its  author  with 
the  teacher's  help.  When  all  mistakes  are  noted,  the  letters 
are  filed  away  until  the  next  are  written  and  have  gone  the 
rounds,  when  the  two  are  compared  and  the  improvement 
noted.  You  will  readily  see  the  many  advantages  growing 
oat  of  this  course. 
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ACTION   OP    SCHOOL    BOABD    ON    5   UtLL.   MAXIMUM:^ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instraction  for  StL 
Johns  County,  held  January  31, 1899,  the  following;  resolution 
was  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  present  njaximum  rate  of  laxation  forschooE? 
purposes  allowed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  to- wit :  five- 
mills,  has  qeen  found  in  this  county  to  yield  a  sura  entirely  in- 
adequate for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  school  system,  and 
as  a  like  result  exists  in  a  majority  of  the  other  counties  of" 
this  State;  and  as  addftional  educational  facilities  are  annually 
required  to  accommodate  the  increasing  population  of  this- 
county,  be  it  therefore 

Resolyed,  That  this  Board,  as  a  unit  of  the  public  educa- 
tional system  of  the  State  of  Florida,  hereby  recommends  that 
Section  8,  of  Article  12  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  be^ 
amended  so  as  to  permit  the  collection  of  6  mills  on  the  dol- 
lar, instead  of  5  as  a  maximum  rate  of  taxation  on>  all  assess- 
able property  in  each  county  for  school  purposes.  And  that 
the  School  Boards  in  the  several  counties  be  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make  such  assessment  annually  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  pay  the  expenses  of  conducting  the  schools  and  other 
educational  purposes  in  their  respective  counties.  Such  assess- 
ment not  to  exceed  six  mills  as  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

E.  H.  REYNOLDS, 
County  Superintendent.. 


SANTA  ROSA  COUNTY. 

I  welcome  the  privilege  of  complying  with  your  request,, 
and  herewith  submit  as  briefly  as  possible  a  summary  report 
of  the  educational  affairs  of  Santa  Rosa  county  for  the  past  twO' 
years,  and  further  respectfully  offer  a  few  suggestions^  which, 
if  enacted  into  laws,  may  benefit,  not  only  my  owa  county^ 
but  the  State  of  Florida. 

NEW   AND    BETTER    SCHOOL    BUILDINGS. 

Prior  to  1896,  our  Board  of  Public  Instruction  owned  onlr 
two  school  houses,  and  these  two  were  in  the  town  of  Milton. 
During  the  year  1896-7,  we  spent  about  |61^  in  school 
l3uildings  and  furniture;  in  1897-8^  nearly  $1,250  was  very 
judiciously  expended  in  the  same  way.  With  an  arpo4ogy  for 
trespassing  upon  the  next  bi-ennial  report  from  this  comity^  I 


245 

nnstadd  th^R  vithin  the  first  half  of  thia  school  year  11,236.45 
has  beea  likewise  invested. 

Every  school  building  that  the  Board  has  acquired  is  a  per- 
manent fixture,  and  id  supplied  with  an  abundance  of  pure 
■water,  which  k  an  important  factor  in  every  school. 

In  Tsany  districts  patrons  and  others  concerned  in  public 
■eduoationhavQ  sustained  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  the  ex- 
pense of  building,  and  in  ail  but  two  instances  have  donated 
without  cost  to  Uoard  one  or  two  acres  of  land  for  school  sites, 
for  all  of  which  credit  is  hereby  acknowledged,  and,  in  behalf 
-of  the  children,  I  wish  that  all  who  have  so  kindly  manifested 
*his  interest  in  us  may  live  to  see  many  happy  returns. 

We  now  have  some  30  or  more  comfortable  school  build- 
ings furnished  with  patent  desks,  and  tables  or  desks  for 
teachers.  Several  districts  have,  independently,  erected  very 
:good  houses  which  are  used  for  both  educational  and  religious 
|)urposes. 

KUI.KS,    KKGDLATJONS    AND    COURSE    OP    STUDY. 

At  the  beginning  of  year  1897-8,  a  new  course  of  study 
was  adopted  and  issued  with  School  Law  and  Regulations  of 
■County  Board  in  neat  pamphlet  form,  a  copy  of  which  wiil  be 
found  in  every  school  room,  with  Supervisors,  and  many 
-school  patrons. 

TEACHEBS    AND    M BRAKY. 

The  same  high  standard  of  teaching  force  is  constantly  aimed 
at.  By  prompt  payment  and  the  usual  free  board  provided  by 
fiatrons,  we  get  some  of  the  best  teachers  from  other  counties 
where  greater  salaries  are  offered,  but  warrants  are  discounted. 
I  have,  after  considerable  research  and  some  expense,  acquired 
a  very  good  professional  library  of  some  one  hundred  volumes, 
to  which  all  teachers  have  access,  and  have  thus  carried  out 
my  object  of  a  Circulating  Library  for  teat^hers. 

Our  county  is  large,  one  railroad  traverses  the  southern 
%alf,  and  it  is  impossible  to  hold  even  monthly  meetings  of 
teachers;  consequently  we  have  no  County  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion. I  am  thinking,  however,  of  dividing  the  county  into 
iour  districts  and  assembling  teachers  of  each  district  monthly, 
and  all  teachers  annually. 

FKOMPT    PAYMHNT  OF    TEACUEBK. 

Teadiers  are  paid  promptly  in  cash  on  first  Monday  of  each 
month.  Onr  warrants  are  taken  at  par  value.  For  last  four 
jears  liiere  have  been.  aijB pie  funds  in  treasury  to  maebaj' 
claims  presented.     When  school  revenues  aie  exhauat«"  " 
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unc  )nected,  money  is  borrowed  to  meet  all  ii^a'nml'^faliga4aons;■ 
By  paying  cash,  more  efficient  teachers  are  secured  and  better 
results  obtained. 

FINANCIAL    CONDITION. 

While  the  resources  are  inadequate,  entirely  too  small  to> 
make  the  schools  of  the  county  what  they  should  be,  still  the- 
financial  condition  is  excellent,  a  fact  recognized  by  our  best- 
business  men  and  money  lenders.  About  four  years  since, 
notes  i^for  charts)  amounting  to  several  thousand  dollars  had 
to  be  met ;  school  warrants  were  discounted,  frequently  at  a. 
usurious  rate,  and  sometimes  a  purchaser  could  not  be  founds 
All  old  debts  have  been  paid,  and  there  is  not  an  outstanding: 
or  unpaid  warrant  issued  prior  to  July  Ist,  1898. 

For  past  three  scholastic  years  the  Board  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion has  had  offered  them  each  year  from  three  to  five  thou- 
sand dollars  more  than  they  could  use. 

To-day,  January  7th,  1899,  reveals  the  fact  that  after  com- 
pleting all  schools  and  paying  all  running  expenses  and  all 
borrowed  money  with  interest  up  to  April  Ist  (time  taxes  are 
due)  there  will  remain  for  this  year  an  unexpended  balance  of 
several  hundred  dollars,  which  can  be  most  laudably  spent  on- 
buildings  and  furniture. 

Our  Board  of  County  Commissioners  without  any  hesitancy 
grant  us  the  meager  legal  limit  (five  mills)  for  educational 
purposes,  and  the  Collector  of  Revenue  has  so  faithfully  dis- 
charged his  duty  that  less  than  seven  per  cent,  of  our  levy  is- 
charged  to  the  account  of  errors  and  insolvencies. 

NEED    OP    COUNTY    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

While  the  faithful  non-resident  teachers  who  have  lab(H*ed! 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  county  are  to  be  commended,  it  is- 
an  indiiiputable  fact  that,  as  a  rule,  home  teachers  are  more 
thorough  in  methods,  more  painstaking  in  reports,  more  care- 
ful in  grading  and  promoting  pupils,  and  more  satisfactory  in 
almost  every  particular  to  Superintendent,  to  Board  and  to 
patrons,  and  by  being  with  us  at  all  times  exert  a  greater  in- 
Suence  for  good,  both  in  and  out  of  school  work. 

A  scarcity  of  teachers  necessitates  a  constant  change  of 
teachers,  which  is  largely  detrimental  to  school  progress.. 
More  than  40  per  cent,  of  our  schools  are  taught  by  teachera 
residing  in  other  counties  and  States.  The  need  of  a  High 
School  in  which  our  young  men  and  women  can,  in  a  large 
measure,  acquire  the  qualifications  necessary  to  lit  them  as. 
teachers,  is  imperative. 

Public  School  No.  1,  Santa  Rosa  Academy,  was  some  years, 
ago  set  apart  as  the  High  School,  to  which  pupils  of  sixth  an4 
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liigher  grades  might  come  from  all  parts  of  the  county  to  ob- 1 
tain  advantages  not  offered  in  home  districts. 

By  a  special  act  of  Congress  this  school  was  given  a  Public 
Library,  and  receives  from  time  to  time  all  government  publi- 
cations, including  Smithsonian  contributions  to  knowledge^ 
and  many  other  very  valuable  publications,  besides  private 
contributions  of  books.  A  competent  principal,  with  able 
assistants,  is  usually  .placed  in  charge  of  this  school,  yet  it  does 
not  have  a  longer  term  than  other  schools,  and  does  not  per-, 
form  the  functions  of  a  county  High  School. 

This  school  and  Public  School  No.  2,  both  for  whites, 
located  in  the  town  of  Milton,  and  only  about  one-half  mile 
apart,  are  now,  and  have  been  for  years,  without  any  good 
reasons^  running  in  open  defiance  of  limits  fixed  by  law. 

These  schools  should  be  consolidated,  and  a  nucleus  for  a 
High  School  for  1899-1900  formed. 

SUB-DISTRICTS. 

There  are  no  sub-districts  in  the  county,  and  very  few  places 
in  which  to  create  them;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next 
Legislature  will  enact  a  law  whereby  school  sub-districts  can 
be  made  and  revenue  assessed  and  collected. 

LENGTH    OF    SCHOOL    TERM. 

For  two  years  past  the  school  term  was,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  county,  five  months  instead  of  four. 

This  longer  term  was  effected  by  numerous  causes,  chief 
among  which  were  better  collection  of  taxes,  increased  pay- 
ment of  polls,  inability  of  Board  to  secure  teachers  for  some 
schools  when  new  school  law  (which  is  a  blessing  to  our  State) 
first  went  into  operation,  the  small  salary  paid  third-grade 
certificate  holders,  to  decrease  m  amounts  paid  for  operating 
negro  schools  (largely  due  to  negro  teachers  holding  low- 
grade  certificates)  and  to  the  consolidation  of  schools  that 
were  within  the  three-mile  limit. 

The  number  of  schools  is  growing  larger  year  by  year;  in 
many  districts  two,  and  sometimes  three,  teachers  must  be  em- 
ployed where,  only  a  few  years  since,  one  managed  and  taught 
the  school  very  well.  The  conclusion  is  axiomatic.  Unless, 
something  is  done  to  enlarge  our  school  funds  the  schools  of 
this  county,  except  possibly,  a  few  that  may  be  favored  with, 
sub- districts,  will  never  again  have  a  five  month's  term. 

EDUCATIONAL  BEVOLUTION  NEEDED. 

While  time  and  space,  and  possibly  occasion,  here  forbid  a 
discussion  of  the  present  system  of  taxation  and  its  consequent^ 
evils,  I  can  not  forbear  from  saying  that  we  need  an  educa*^ 


248 

tional  campatgQ,  a  revolution  in  favor  of  public  schools.  It  is 
preposterous  to  assert  or  to  claim  that  schools,  attended  as 
ours  are,  with  a  term  of  4,  6,  or  6  months,  taught  by  the  aver- 
age poorly  paid  teacher,  will  ever  develop  the  mmds  of  the 
children  of  to-day  who  are  the  statesmen  of  to-morrow. 
Without  discussing  the  importance  and  necessity  of  education 
further  than  saying  it  is  a  debt  we  owe  our  youth,  the  true 
development  of  both  mind  and  heart,  something  that  is  every- 
thing to  us,  I  believe  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that  the  State 
of  Florida  with  almost  boundless  resources  owes  her  children 
for  educational  purposes  more  than  the  paltry  one  mill  tax, 
and  that  Santa  Rosa  County,  with  her  salubrious  climate,  pure 
water,  bold  and  numerous  streams,  productive  soil,  fisheries, 
vast  naval  stores,  manufacturing  plants  and  inestimable  wealth 
of  forests,  owes  more  than  she  is  paying  for  education. 

The  little  schools  remote  from  county  site  or  towns,  prac- 
tically isolated  from  the  remainder  of  creation,  need  our  care 
and  attention;  from  this  yeomanry  have  always  sprung  our 
noblest  women  and  greatest  men,  and  the  children  of  these 
districts  who  only  ask  for  opportunity,  need  the  same  well- 
paid,  intelligent  and  sympathetic  teachers  as  do  the  children 
of  our  High  Schools. 

3    MILLS    STATE    TAX    AND    5    MILL    MAXIMUM. 

In  order  to  diseharge  this  debt,  long  since  due,  I  suggest  a 
three  (3)  mill   State  tax,  which  will  fall  equitably  on  all  tax- 
payers and  beneficiaries,  also,  the  removal  of  the  five  (5)  mill 
limit  for  the   counties,  and    let  each    county  levy  and    collect 
\such  a  school  tax  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

FURTHER    LEGISLATION. 

I  will  further  suggest  the  following  legislation: 

1st.  Compulsory  attendance  of  youth  in  sciiools. 

2d.  Provide  that  no  teat-her  shall  be  issued  raoie  than  two 
Third  Grade  certificates.     The  perpetual  issuance  of  this  grade 
of  certificate  has  retarded  progress  and  development. 

3d.  Place  the  authority  for  county  levy  of  school  tax  in 
•hands  of  School  Board. 

4th.  Authorize  County  School  Boards  to  buy  books  direct 
from  publishing  houses  and  to  sell  at  actual  cost,  thereby  sav- 
ing about  20  per  cent,  to  patrons  in  purchase  price  and  insur- 
ing a  ready  supply  of  books  to  all  who  may  need  them. 

5th.  Abolish  County  Grading  Committees,  and  create  a 
•State  Grading  Committee,  who  will  do  the  work  more  uni-. 
jformly  and  at  less  expense. 

6th.  Increase  County  School  Boards  from  three  to  five 
members,  prescribe  reasonable  educational  and  business  quali- 
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^cations,  and  let  them,  because  o^  their  fitness  for  the  position, 
be  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

7th.  Require  that  a  County  Superintendent  be  a  teacher  of 
experience  and  one  who  has  held  or  holds  a  First  Grade  certifi- 
cate, or  be  a  graduate  of  some  reputable  institution. 

8th.  Change  time  of  inducting  School  Boards  into  office. 
No  Board  should  be  composed  entirely  of  new  members. 
County  Superintendent  should  assume  his  duties  at  beginning 
of  school  year  instead  of  middle  of  year  as  at  present. 

CONCLUSION TO    WHOM    CREDIT    DUE. 

In  making  this,  probably  my  last  bi-ennial  report  to  you,  I 
desire  to  say  that  on  entering  rhe  duties  of  this  most  impor- 
tant office,  our  public  school  system  seemed  to  be  in  its  in- 
fancy, and  now  after  five  years  of  exposure,  laborious  work, 
both  mental  and  physical,  personal  sacrifices,  many  compro- 
mises, erecting  and  furnishing  school  houses,  enjoying  a  supe- 
rior teaching  force,  and,  last  but  not  least,  watching  and  not- 
ing the  development  of  child-mind,  I  must  with  candor  assert 
that  our  public  school  system  is  still  in  its  infancy. 

A  comparison  of  the  present  to  the  past  forces  a  realization 
that  the  cause  of  education  in  this  countv  has  made  consider- 
able  advancement.  This  progress  is  not  attributable  to  one, 
but  to  many  causes.  The  State  Department  has  done  its 
duty,  and  while  I  have  devoted  all  of  my  time  and  energy  and 
some  af  my  small  income  to  assist  this  noble  work,  I  feel  I 
should  not  attempt  to  claim  the  honors  for  whatever  successes 
have  been  achieved,  but  share  them  liberally  with  the  retiring 
School  Board,  who  have  so  zealousiy  guarded  and  served  the 
interests  of  child  and  parent  and  State. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  report  I  have  made  an  effort  to 
avoid  the  roll  of  both  optimist  and  pessimist,  and  have  hon- 
estly endeavored  to  present  facts  and  conditions  as  I  have  met 
them. 

We  are  making  history.  No  pages  of  history  are  so  in- 
-structive  as  those  recording  the  influences  which  develop  char- 
acter and  direct  lives  of  men.  The  truth  of  human  immor- 
tality suggests,  our  hearts  crave,  and  our  minds  demand  ed- 
ucation, the  unending  pathway  of  progress  that  leads  amid, 
ever  thickening  glories  upward  and  unto  the  infinite  goal. 

Again  thanking  yuu  for  the  privilege  of  making  this  report 
for  other  favors  and  encouragements. 

E.  L.  MCDANIEL, 

County  Superintendent.    . 
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SUMTER  COUNTY. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  for  a  general  report  of 
school  conditions,  I  have  the  honor  to  report : 

PAST    CONDITIONS. 

Sumter  county  was  among  those  that  suffered  from  the 
freeze,  hut  the  people  are  rjBcovering  and  with  the  improve- 
ment in  finance  there  is  a  very  noticeable  improvement  in  the 
educational  interest. 

FINANCIAL. 

For  several  years  the  school  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Treasurer  have  have  been  exhausted  each  time  before  the 
school  terms  would  close,  but  we  have  always  been  able  to 
effect  arrangements  with  the  Leesburg  and  Councy  State  Bank 
to  discount  the  warrants  at  a  reasonable  rate,  and  the  School 
Board  would  reimburse  the  teachers  for  the  discount.  This 
year  we  made  an  arrangement  which  will  be  more  satisfactory, 
viz :  a  direct  loan  from  the  Bank,  which  enables  the  teachers 
to  get  full  face  value  for  their  warrants,  and  obviates  the  ne- 
cessity of  looking  after  the  discounts.  •  The  financial  condition 
is  improving, 

HAKMONY    AND    INTEREST. 

There  is  probably  greater  harmony  existing  now  among  the 
various  school  ofiicers  than  at  any  previous  period.  Upon 
the  whole  there  is  a  greater  school  interest  among  patrons 
and  teachers  than  heretofore.  Our  term  this  year  was  only 
five  months  in  length,  but  ^there  was  a  manifest  desire  to 
get  the  most  out  of  it. 

COUNTY    NORMALS  AND    INTSITUTES. 

In  1898  we  had  a  very  successful  County  Normal  at  Wild- 
wood,  conducted  by  the  County  Superintendent  and  assist- 
ants. This  year  we  will  hold  a  three  months  Normal  at  some 
place  not  yet  determined.  During  the  term  for  1898,  just 
expiring,  we  held  several  District  Institutes  for  both  white 
and  colored  teachers,  and  one  County  Institute  for  whites, 
at  Bushnell.  It  was  the  best  Teachers'  meeting  ever  held  in 
the  county. 

NEW    BUILDINGS  AND  EXAMINATIONS. 

Several  new  buildings  have  been  built  for  school  purposes 
in  the  county.     The  State  Uniform  Examinations  are  conduct- 
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ed  in  the  most  impartial  manner,  without  fear  or  favor,  and  the* 
teachers  pursue  the  work  in  a  manly  and  business-like  manner.^ 

COURSE    OF    STUDY. 

.  We  expect  to  soon  have  a  course  of  study  for  our  County 
Schools  that  will  be  comprehensive  and  specific  without  ham- 
pering the  individuality  of  the  teacher.  While  we  have  no- 
distinctive  County  High  School,  we  have  a  number  of  pupils- 
in  the  public  schools  pursuing  the  studies  usually  embraced  in 
a  High  School  curriculum,  and  who  will  take  the  next  exami- 
nation for  Teachers'  Certificates. 

VISITS    BY    COUNTY    SUPERINTENDE>'T. 

I  have  visited  each  school  once  each  month,  carefully  in- 
specting and  reporting  the  conditions  in  the  columns  of  our 
county  paper.     This  has  served  as  a  valuable  stimulus  to  excels 

SUGGESTIONS. 

I  hope  you  will  use  your   influence  in    getting  a  law  passed' 
forcing  each  county  to  maintain  at  least  one   High  School.     I 
hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  our  boys  and  girls  may, 
at  least,  be  prepared  for  College  in  their  County  High   SchooL 

J.  A.  JONES, 
County  Superintendents 


SUWANNEE  COUNTY. 

To  comply  with  your  request,  in  reference  to  the  hchool  in- 
terest in  Suwannee  county,  I  make  the  following:  The  School 
Board  for  1897  and  1898,  found  that  more  schools  had  been 
established,  than  distance  and  number  of  pupils  would  justify^ 
The  Board,  therefore,  did  something  in  the  way  of  consoli- 
dating, which  has  failed  to  meet  the  approval  of  most  of  the 
patrons  affected  thereby.     Easy  to  divide,  but  not  so  to  unite,. 

SCHOOL    ATTENDANCE. 

My  county  is  wholly  agricultural,  and  at  present  prices  of 
farm  products,  it  is  due  my  people  to  say,  that  a  large  per 
cent,  of  them  believe  they  can  not  do  otherwise  than  require- 
their  children  to  help  make  and  gather  the  crop;  and  1  can. 
not  be  honest  and  report  much  general  educational  advance- 
ment. We  look  after  the  interest,  try  to  have  the  schools- 
taught  at  such  times  as  will  secure  best    attendance.     Thfe 
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ACTION    OP    SCHOOL    BOABD    ON    5   MILL.   MAXIMUM. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instrnction  for  Sl?« 
Johns  County,  held  January  31, 1899,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  present  njaximum  rate  of  laxatiou  forschooC' 
purposes  allowed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  to- wit :  five- 
mills,  has  qeen  found  in  this  county  to  yield  a  sum  eatirely  in- 
adequate for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  school  system,  and 
as  a  like  result  exists  in  a  majority  of  the  other  coanties  of 
this  State;  and  as  addftional  educational  facilities  are  annually 
required  to  accommodate  the  increasing  population  of  thi&. 
county,  be  it  therefore 

Resolyed,  That  this  Board,  as  a  unit  of  the  public  educa- 
tional system  of  the  State  of  Florida,  hereby  recommends  that 
Section  8,  of  Article  12  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  be 
amended  so  as  to  permit  the  collection  of  6  mill&  on  the  dol- 
lar, instead  of  5  as  a  maximum  rate  of  taxation  on  all  assess- 
able property  in  each  county  for  school  purposes.  And  that 
the  School  Boards  in  the  several  counties  be  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make  such  assessment  annually  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  pay  the  expenses  of  conducting  the  schools  and  other 
educational  purposes  in  their  respective  counties.  Such  assess- 
ment not  to  exceed  six  mills  as  hereinbefore  men  tioned. 

E.  H.  REYNOLDS, 
County  Superintendent.. 


SANTA  ROSA  COUNTY. 

I  welcome  the  privilege  of  complying  with  your  request,, 
and  herewith  submit  as  briefly  as  possible  a  summary  report 
of  the  educational  affairs  of  Santa  Rosa  county  for  the  past  two^ 
years,  and  further  respectfully  offer  a  few  suggestion^)  which, 
if  enacted  into  laws,  may  benefit,  not  only  my  own.  county^ 
but  the  State  of  Florida. 

NEW   AND   BETTEB   SCHOOL    BUILDINGS. 

Prior  to  1896,  our  Board  of  Public  Instruction  owned  oniv^ 
two  school  houses,  and  these  two  were  in  the  town  of  Milton. 
During  the  year  1896-7,  we  spent  about  $61^  in  school 
'buildings  and  furniture;  in  1897-8^  nearly  $1,250^  was  very- 
judiciously  expended  in  the  same  way.  With  an  apology  for 
trespassing  upon  the  next  bi-ennial  report  from  this  cocmtyy  I 
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Muastadd  thdt  within  the  iirst  half  of  this  school  year  $1,236.45 
tias  been  likewise  invested. 

Every  school  building  that  the  Board  has  acquired  is  a  per- 
manent fixture,  and  is  supplied  with  an  abundance  of  pure 
^water,  which  is  an  important  factor  in  every  school. 

In  many  districts  patrons  and  others  concerned  in  public 
•education  have  sustained  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  the  ex- 
pense of  building,  and  in  all  but  two  instances  have  donated 
without  cost  to  Board  one  or  two  acres  of  land  for  school  sites, 
ior  all  of  which  credit  is  hereby  acknowledged,  and,  in  behalf 
K>f  the  children,  I  wish  that  all  who  have  so  kindly  manifested 
4his  interest  in  us  may  live  to  see  many  happy  returns. 

We  now  have  some  30  or  more  comfortable  school  build- 
ings furnished  with  patent  desks,  and  tables  or  desks  for 
teachers.  Several  districts  have,  independently,  erected  very 
-good  houses  which  are  used  for  both  educational  and  religious 
purposes. 

RULES,    REGULATIONS    AND    COURSE    OF    STUDY. 

At  the  beginning  of  year  1897-8,  a  new  course  of  study 
was  adopted  and  issued  with  School  Law  and  Regulations  of 
<yOunty  Board  in  neat  pamphlet  form,  a  copy  of  which  wiil  be 
iound  m  every  school  room,  with  Supervisors,  and  many 
-school  patrons. 

TEACHERS    AND    LIBRARY. 

The  same  high  standard  of  teaching  force  is  constantly  aimed 
at.  By  prompt  payment  and  the  usual  free  board  provided  by 
patrons,  we  get  some  of  the  best  teachers  from  other  counties 
Tvhere  greater  salaries  are  offered,  but  warrants  are  discounted. 
I  have,  after  o,onsiderable  research  and  some  expense,  acquired 
:a  very  good  professional  library  of  some  one  hundred  volumes, 
to  which  all  teachers  have  access,  and  have  thus  carried  out 
my  object  of  a  Circulating  Library  for  teachers. 

Our  county  is  large,  one  railroad  traverses  the  southern 
lialf,  and  it  is  impossible  to  hold  even  monthly  meetings  of 
teachers;  consequently  we  have  no  County  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion. I  am  thinking,  however,  of  dividing  the  county  into 
^our  districts  and  assembling  teachers  of  each  district  monthly, 
■and  all  teachers  annuallv. 

PROMPT    PAYMENT    OF    TEACHERS. 

Teachers  are  paid  promptly  in  cash  on  first  Monday  of  each 
month.  Our  warrants  are  taken  at  par  value.  For  last  four 
years  there  hav;e  been.^  ^^aijOcple  funds  in  tt'easury  to  .meet  all 
claims  presented.     When  school  revenues  are  exhausted  or 
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unc  )lleeted,  money  is  borrowed  to  meet  all  fina'ncml'oHigataon8:- 
By  paying  cash,  more  efficient  teachers  are  secured  and  better 
results  obtained. 

FINANCIAL   CONDITION. 

While  the  resources  are  inadequate,  entirely  too  small  tO' 
make  the  schools  of  the  county  what  they  should  be,  still  the- 
financial  condition  is  excellent,  a  fact  recognized  by  our  best- 
business  men  and  money  lenders.  About  four  years  since, 
notes  (for  charts)  amounting  to  several  thousand  dollars  had 
to  be  met ;  school  warrants  were  discounted,  frequently  at  a 
usurious  rate,  and  sometimes  a  purchaser  could  not  be  founds 
All  old  debts  have  been  paid,  and  there  is  not  an  outstanding: 
or  unpaid  warrant  issued  prior  to  July  1st,  1898. 

For  past  three  scholastic  years  the  Board  of  Public  Instrwj- 
tion  has  had  offered  them  each  year  from  three  to  five  thou- 
sand dollars  more  than  they  could  use. 

To-day,  January  7th,  1899,  reveals  the  fact  that  after  com- 
pleting all  schools  and  paying  all  running  expenses  and  all 
borrowed  money  with  interest  up  to  April  Ist  (time  taxes  are 
due)  there  will  remain  for  this  year  an  unexpended  balance  of 
several  hundred  dollars,  which  can  be  most  laudably  spent  on 
buildings  and  furniture. 

Our  Board  of  County  Commissioners  without  any  hesitancy 
grant  us  the  meager  legal  limit  (five  mills)  for  educational 
purposes,  and  the  Collector  of  Revenue  has  so  faithfully  dis- 
charged his  duty  that  less  than  seven  per  cent,  of  our  levy  is- 
charged  to  the  account  of  errors  and  insolvencies. 

NEED    OF    COUNTY    HIGH    SCHOOL. 

While  the  faithful  non-resident  teachers  who  have  labored! 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  county  are  to  be  commended,  it  i* 
an  indisputable  fact  that,  as  a  rule,  home  teachers  are  more 
thorough  in  methods,  more  painstaking  in  reports,  more  care- 
ful in  grading  and  promoting  pupils,  and  more  satisfactory  in 
almost  every  particular  to  Superintendent,  to  Board  and  to 
patrons,  and  by  being  with  us  at  all  times  exert  a  greater  in- 
lluence  for  good,  both  in  and  out  of  school  work. 

A  scarcity  of  teachers  necessitates  a  constant  change  of 
teachers,  which  is  largely  detrimental  to  school  progress.. 
More  than  40  per  cent,  of  our  schools  are  taught  by  teachers, 
residing  in  other  counties  and  States.  The  need  of  a  High 
School  in  which  our  young  men  and  women  can,  in  a  large 
measure,  acquire  the  qualifications  necessary  to  fit  them  a& 
teachers,  is  imperative. 

Public  School  'No,  1,  Santa  Rosa  Academy,  was  some  yeara. 
ago  set  apart  as  the  High  School,  to  which  pupils  of  sixth  and 
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liigher  grades  might  come  from  all  parts  of  the  county  to  ob-  \ 
tain  advantages  not  oifered  in  home  districts. 

By  a  special  act  of  Congress  this  school  was  given  a  Public 
Library,  and  receives  from  time  to  time  all  government  publi- 
cations, including  Smithsonian  contributions  to  knowledge^ 
and  many  other  very  valuable  publications,  besides  private 
contributions  of  books.  A  competent  principal,  with  able 
assistants,  is  usually. placed  in  charge  of  this  school,  yet  it  does 
not  have  a  longer  term  than  other  schools,  and  does  not  per-, 
form  the  functions  of  a  county  High  School. 

This  school  and  Public  School  No.  2,  both  for  whites, 
located  in  the  town  of  Milton,  and  only  about  one-half  mile 
apart,  are  now,  and  have  been  for  years,  without  any  good 
reasons^  running  in  open  defiance  of  limits  fixed  by  law. 

These  schools  should  be  consolidated,  and  a  nucleus  for  a 
High  School  for  1899-1900  formed. 

SUB-DISTRICTS. 

There  are  no  sub-districts  m  the  county,  and  very  few  places 
in  which  to  create  them;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next 
Legislature  will  enact  a  law  whereby  school  sub-districts  can 
be  made  and  revenue  assessed  and  collected. 

LENGTH    OF    SCHOOL    TERM. 

For  two  years  past  the  school  term  was,  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  the  county,  five  months  instead  of  four. 

This  longer  term  was  effected  by  numerous  causes,  chief 
among  which  were  better  collection  of  taxes,  increased  pay- 
ment of  polls,  inability  of  Board  to  secure  teachers  for  some 
schools  when  new  school  law  (which  is  a  blessing  to  our  State) 
first  went  into  operation,  the  small  salary  paid  third-grade 
certificate  holders,  to  decrease  m  amounts  paid  for  operating 
negro  schools  (largely  due  to  negro  teachers  holding  low- 
grade  certificates)  and  to  the  consolidation  of  schools  that 
were  within  the  three-mile  limit. 

The  number  of  schools  is  growing  larger  year  by  year;  in 
many  districts  two,  and  sometimes  three,  teachers  must  be  em- 
ployed where,  only  a  few  years  since,  one  managed  and  taught 
the  school  very  well.  The  conclusion  is  axiomatic.  Unles* 
something  is  done  to  enlarge  our  school  funds  the  schools  of 
this  county,  except  possibly,  a  few  that  may  be  favored  with 
sub- districts,  will  never  again  have  a  five  month's  term. 

EDUCATIONAL  REVOLUTION  NEEDED. 

• 

While  time  and  space,  and  possibly  occasion,  here  forbid  a 
discussion  of  the  present  system  of  taxation  and  its  consequent^ 
evils,  I  can  not  forbear  from  saying  that  we  need  an  educa^ 
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tional  campaign,  a  revolution  in  favor  of  public  schools.  It  is 
preposterous  to  assert  or  -to  claim  that  schools,  attended  as 
ours  are,  with  a  term  of  4,  5,  or  6  months,  taught  by  the  aver- 
age poorly  paid  teacher,  will  ever  develop  the  mmds  of  the 
children  of  to-day  who  are  the  statesmen  of  to-morrow. 
Without  discussing  the  importance  and  necessity  of  education 
further  than  saying  it  is  a  debt  we  owe  our  youth,  the  true 
development  of  both  mind  and  heart,  something  that  is  every- 
thing to  us,  I  believe  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that  the  State 
of  Florida  with  almost  boundless  resources  owes  her  children 
for  educational  purposes  more  than  the  paltry  one  mill  tax, 
and  that  Santa  Rosa  County,  with  her  salubrious  cliniate,  pure 
water,  bold  and  numerous  streams,  productive  soil,  fisheries, 
vast  naval  stores,  manufacturing  plants  and  inestimable  wealth 
of  forests,  owes  more  than  she  is  paying  for  education. 

The  little  schools  remote  from  county  site  or  towns,  prac- 
tically isolated  from  the  remainder  of  creation,  need  our  care 
and  attention;  from  this  yeomanry  have  always  sprung  our 
noblest  women  and  greatest  men,  and  the  children  of  these 
districts  who  only  ask  for  opportunity,  need  the  same  well- 
paid,  intelligent  and  sympathetic  teachers  as  do  the  children 
of  our  High  Schools. 

3    MILLS    STATE    TAX    AND    5    MILL    MAXIMUM. 

In  order  to  diseharge  this  debt,  long  since  due,  I  suggest  a 
three  (3)  mill   State  tax,  which  will  fall  equitably  on  all  tax- 
payers and  beneficiaries,  also,  the  removal  of  the  five  (5)  mill 
limit  for  the   counties,  and    let  each    county  levy  and    collect 
jBuch  a  school  tax  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

FURTHER    LEGISLATION. 

I  will  further  suggest  the  following  legislation: 

1st.  Compulsory  attendance  of  youth  in  schools. 

2d.  Provide  that  no  teai-her  shall  be  issued  moi  e  than  two 
^Third  Grade  certificates.     The  perpetual  issuance  of  this  grade 
of  certificate  has  retarded  progress  and  development. 

3d.  Place  the  authority  for  county  levy  of  school  tax  in 
.hands  of  School  Board. 

4th.  Authorize  County  School  Boards  to  buy  books  direct 
from  publishing  houses  and  to  sell  at  actual  cost,  thereby  sav- 
ing about  20  per  cent,  to  patrons  in  purchase  price  and  insur- 
ing a  ready  supply  of  books  to  all  who  may  need  them. 

5th.  Abolish  County  Grading  Committees,  and  create  a 
•State  Grading  Committee,  who  will  do  the  work  more  uni-. 
tormly  and  at  less  expense. 

'   6th.  Increase   County  School    Boards  from   three   to   five 
members,  prescribe  reasonable  educational  and  business  quali- 


249 

fications,  and  let  them,  because  o^  their  fitness  for  the  position, 
be  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of  Education. 

7th.  Require  that  a  County  Superintendent  be  a  teacher  of 
experience  and  one  who  has  held  or  holds  a  First  Grade  certifi- 
cate, or  be  a  graduate  of  some  reputable  institution. 

8th.  Change  time  of  inducting  School  Boards  into  office. 
No  Board  should  be  composed  entirely  of  new  members. 
County  Superintendent  should  assume  his  duties  at  beginning 
of  school  year  instead  of  middle  of  year  as  at  present. 

CONCLUSION TO    WHOM    CRKDIT    DUE. 

In  making  this,  probably  my  last  bi-ennial  report  to  you,  I 
desire  to  say  that  on  entering  the  duties  of  this  most  impor- 
tant office,  our  public  school  system  seemed  to  be  in  its  in- 
fancy, and  now  after  five  years  of  exposure,  laborious  work, 
both  mental  and  physical,  personal  sacrifices,  many  compro- 
mises, erecting  and  furnishing  school  houses,  enjoying  a  supe- 
rior teaching  force,  and,  last  but  not  least,  watching  and  not- 
ing the  development  of  child-mind,  I  must  with  candor  assert 
that  our  public  school  system  is  still  in  its  infancy. 

A  comparison  of  the  present  to  the  past  forces  a  realization 
that  the  cause  of  education  in  this  county  has  made  consider- 
able advancement.  This  progress  is  not  attributable  to  one, 
but  to  many  causes.  The  State  Department  has  done  its 
duty,  and  while  I  have  devoted  all  of  my  time  and  energy  and 
some  af  my  small  income  to  assist  this  noble  work,  I  feel  I 
should  not  attempt  to  claim  the  honors  for  whatever  succes-^es 
have  been  achieved,  but  share  them  liberally  with  the  retiring 
School  Board,  who  have  so  zealously  guarded  and  served  the 
interests  of  child  and  parent  and  State. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  report  I  have  made  an  effort  to 
avoid  the  roll  of  both  optimist  and  pessimist,  and  have  hon- 
estly endeavored  to  present  facts  and  conditions  as  I  have  met 
them. 

We  are  making  history.  No  pages  of  history  are  so  in- 
-structive  as  those  recording  the  influences  which  develop  char- 
acter and  direct  lives  of  men.  The  truth  of  human  immor- 
tality suggests,  our  hearts  crave,  and  our  minds  demand  ed- 
ucation, the  unending  pathway  of  progress  that  leads  amid, 
ever  thickening  glories  upward  and  unto  the  infinite  goal. 

Again  thanking  yuu  for  the  privilege  of  making  this  report 
for  other  favors  and  encouragements. 

E.  L.  MCDANIEL, 

County  Superintendent. 
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SUxMTER  COUNTY. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  for  a  general  report  of 
school  conditions,  I  have  the  honor  to  report : 

PAST    CONDITIONS. 

Sumter  county  was  among  those  that  suffered  from  the? 
freeze,  hut  the  people  are  recovering  and  with  the  improve- 
ment in  finance  there  is  a  very  noticeable  improvement  in  the 
educational  interest. 

FINANCIAL. 

For  several  years  the  school  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Treasurer  have  have  been  exhausted  each  time  before  the 
school  terms  would  close,  but  we  have  always  been  able  to 
effect  arrangements  with  the  Leesburg  and  Councy  State  Bank 
to  discount  the  warrants  at  a  reasonable  rate,  and  the  School 
Board  would  reimburse  the  teachers  for  the  discount.  This 
year  we  made  an  arrangement  which  will  be  more  satisfactory, 
viz :  a  direct  loan  from  the  Bank,  which  enables  the  teachers 
to  get  full  face  value  for  their  warrants,  and  obviates  the  ne- 
cessity of  looking  after  the  discounts.  •  The  financial  condition 
is  improving, 

HAKMONY    AND    INTEREST. 

There  is  probably  greater  harmony  existing  now  among  the 
various  school  ofticers  than  at  any  previous  period.  Upon 
the  whole  there  is  a  greater  school  interest  among  patrons 
and  teachers  than  heretofore.  Our  term  this  year  was  only 
five  months  in  length,  but  ^there  was  a  manifest  desire  to 
get  the  most  out  of  it. 

COUNTY    NORMALS  AND    INTSITUTES. 

In  1898  we  had  a  very  successful  County  Normal  at  Wild- 
wood,  conducted  by  the  County  Superintendent  and  assist- 
ants. This  year  we  will  hold  a  three  months  Normal  at  some 
place  not  yet  determined.  During  the  term  for  1898,  just 
expiring,  we  held  several  District  Institutes  for  both  white 
and  colored  teachers,  and  one  County  Institute  for  whites, 
at  Bushnell.  It  was  the  best  Teachers'  meeting  ever  held  in 
the  county. 

NEW    BUILDINGS  AND  EXAMINATIONS. 

Several  new  buildings  have  been  built  for  school  purposes 
in  the  county.     The  State  Uniform  Examinations  are  conduct- 
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ed  in  the  most  impartial  manner,  without  fear  or  favor,  and  the* 
teachers  pursue  the  work  in  a  manly  and  business-like  manner^ 

COURSE    OF    STUDY. 

.  We  expect  to  soon  have  a  course  of  study  for  our  County 
Schools  that  will  be  comprehensive  and  specific  without  ham- 
pering  the  individuality  of  the  teacher.  While  we  have  no- 
distinctive  County  High  School,  we  have  a  number  of  pupils- 
in  the  public  schools  pursuing  the  studies  usually  embraced  in 
a  High  School  curriculum,  and  who  will  take  the  next  exami- 
nation for  Teachers'  Certificates. 

VISITS    BY    COUNTY    SUPERINTENDENT. 

I  have  visited  each  school  once  each  month,  carefully  in- 
specting apd  reporting  the  conditions  in  the  columns  of  our 
county  paper.     This  has  served  as  a  valuable  stimulus  to  exceh. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

I  hope  you  will  use  your  influence  in  getting  a  law  passed 
forcing  each  county  to  maintain  at  least  one  High  School.  I 
hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  our  boys  and  girls  may, 
at  least,  be  prepared  for  College  in  their  County  High   SchooL 

J.  A.  JONES, 
County  Superintendents 


SUWANNEE  COUNTY. 

To  comply  with  your  request,  in  reference  to  the  hchool  in- 
terest in  Suwannee  county,  I  make  the  following:  The  School 
Board  for  1897  and  1898,  found  that  more  schools  had  been 
established,  than  distance  and  number  of  pupils  would  justify^ 
The  Board,  therefore,  did  something  in  the  way  of  consoli- 
dating, which  has  failed  to  meet  the  approval  of  most  of  the 
patrons  affected  thereby.     Easy  to  divide,  but  not  so  to  unite.. 

SCHOOL   ATTENDANCE. 

My  county  is  wholly  agricultural,  and  at  present  prices  of 
farm  products,  it  is  due  my  people  to  say,  that  a  large  per 
cent,  of  them  believe  they  can  not  do  otherwise  than  require- 
their  children  to  help  make  and  gather  the  crop;  and  1  can. 
not  be  honest  and  report  much  general  educational  advance- 
ment. We  look  after  the  interest,  try  to  have  the  schools- 
taught  at  such  times  as  will  secure  best    attendance.     Thfe 
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teachers,  as  a  rule,  seem  to  realize  that  they  are  leaders  of  our 
youth,  and  approve  of  a  high  standard  of  qualification. 

HIGH    SCHOOL. 

Our  County  High  School  at  Live  Oak,  is  indeed  a  model 
school,  is  well  patronized,  doing  good  work  and  much  of  it. 

SUB-DISTRICT. 

We  have  three  Sub-Dislrict  Schools,  and  think  we  will  have 
•others  soon.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  approaching  Legisla- 
ture will  simplify  the  Sub-District  law.  These  three  Sub-Dis- 
-tricts  all  levy  the  three  mills. 

EXAMINATION    LAW. 

We  are  in  sympathy  with  the  present  examination  law, 
.as  the  progress  is  so  very  apparent  in  general  educational 
matters,  fiince  its  inauguration. 


5    MILL    MAXIMUM. 


We  need,  and  I  believe  my  people  would  so  vote,  a  change 
in  the  Constitution,  whereby  a  greater  school  levy  than  6 
4nills  could  be  made. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Suwannee  County  School  Board  at  its  regular  meeting,  held 
-on  February  6 : 

"Whereas,  The  greatest  amount  of  money  possible  to  be 
raised  in  some  of   the  counties  of   the  State,  and  Suwannee 
'County  one  of  such,  for  public  school  purposes,   by  the  maxi- 
mum levy  now  allowed  by  the  Constitution,  is  totally  inade- 
«<juate  for  said  purpose;  and, 

"Whereas,  The  law  now  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  County 
Commissioners  to  levy  said  tax;  and,  whereas,'  said  County 
^Commissioners  are  sometimes  men  who  are  unacquainted  with 
and  indifferent  to  said  public  school  interest  of  the  county, 
:and  hence  make  a  smaller  levy  than  they  should;  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Board  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State,  on  this  subject,  should  be  so  changed  as 
"to  make  the  minimum  levy  5  mills  and  the  maximum  levy  10 
•mills  for  county  school  purposes;  and  that  the  Senator  and 
Representatives  of  Suwannee  county  be,  and  are  hereby, 
earnestly  solicited  to  use  all  laudable  means  in  power  to  secure 
the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution  at  the  ensuing  session  of  the 
J'lorida  Legislature." 

A.  W.  MIZELL, 
County   Superintendent. 
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TAYLOR  COUNTY. 

I  beg  to  make  the  following  report: 

I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  County  Superintendent  two 
years  ago  and  found  the  schools  in  bad  condition.  Sevea 
schools  had  not  been  taught  for  years.  There  was  somt^ 
money  in  the  Treasury  through  the  failure  to  have  all  the^ 
schools  taught. 

ALL  SCHOOLS  NOW  TAUGHT. 

I  have  been  able  to  get  all  the  schools  taught  and  have  es- 
tablished some  new  schools,  and  have  built  several  new  and 
well-arranged  school  houses,  and  have  done  a  great  deal  of  re- 
pairing. These  improvements  have  added  much  to  the  inter- 
est of  education  in  tha  county. 

FIVE    MILL    MAXIMUM. 

The  greatest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  educational  progress  is- 
the  Jive  mill  maximum.  The  County  School  Board  favorst 
abolishing  this  five  mill  maximum  by  the  next  Legislature. 

I  believe  it  should  be  abolished,  and  the  levy  for  county^ 
schools  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  County^ 
Board  of  Public  Instruction.  The  County  Superintertdeflt  and 
Board  being  directly  connected  with  the  work,  know  more  of 
the  needs  of  education  than  the  people  at  large. 

FINANCIAL. 

We  have  some  outstanding  warrants,  but  note  the  fact  that, 
only  4^  mills,  including  one  mill  State  tax,  was  levied  for- 
schools  last  year,  I  feel  confident  that  two  years  more  will  wit- 
ness the  educational  interest  double  what  it  is  now. 

K.  M.  TEDDER, 
County  Superintendents 


VOLUSIA  COUNTY. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  the  following  report  is  re- 
spectfully submitted : 

PROGRESS. 

Although  there  has  been  steady  progress  for  the  past  fifteen' 
years  in  the  educational  interests  of  this  county,  the  work  or 
the  past  two  years  has  produced  many  good  results.  This  is;. 
extremely  gratifying  when  we  take  into  consideration  the? 
:financial  condition,  with  a  school  revenue  which  for  a  numbcar 
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of  years  will  not  equal  that  derived  previous  to  the]freeze  of 
1895. 

The  small  indebtedness  of  $1,100  is  in  warrants  due  in  one, 
^wo  and  three  years,  which  could  be  paid  at  any  tinoie  if  abso- 
lutely necessary.  All  warrants  are  paid  in  cash,  even  if  the 
JBoard  has  to*  borrow  for  the  purpose.  Is 

Salaries  of  teachers  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
•other  counties.  Experienced  teachers  are  given  every  popsible 
inducement  to  remain. 

New  text  books  of  recent  publication  have  been  adopted. 
A  set  of  graded  supplementary  readers  has  been  placed  in 
-each  school.  Charts,  maps  and  other  equipment  have  been 
added  as  funds  would  permit. 

A  course  of  study  has  been  adopted,  and  schools  are  being 
^graded  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  accordance  with  its  provisions. 

SCHOOLS    CONSOLIDATED. 

The  three-mile  limit  is  observed,  which  involved  the  con- 
usolidation  of   several  schools;  three,  each  with  two  depart- 
ments, doing  the  work  of  seven.     No  saving  in  money,  but  a 
vast  improvement  in  advantages  for  instruction  under  better 
^}ualified  teachers. 

BUII  DINGS. 

Almost  all  buildings  are  in  good  repair,  well  furnished, 
heated  and  lighted.  There  are  but  two  log  buildings  in  the 
-county,  and  those  are  in  places  where  the  schools  will  un- 
-doubtedly  be  discontinued  next  year. 

BASIS    FOR    FIXING    SALARIES. 

After  two  years'  experience,  the  Board  has  adopted  a  reso- 
lution basing  teachers'  salaries  as  nearly  as  possible  on  ability, 

-education  and  grade  of  certificate.  Third  Grade  Certificate 
holders  are  limited  to  $30,  Second  Grade  to  $35,  and  First 

•Grade  subject  to  contract,  according  to  size  and  location  of 

;fichool. 

SUB-DISTRICTS. 

At  the  meeting  of  Superintendents  at  Live  Oak  in  189T, 
-during  the  discussion  of  sub- districts,  upon  which  subject  I 
-was  asked  to  speak,  having  been  recently  elected,  my  remarks 
were  brief.  I  stated,  however,  that  I  was  deeply  interested 
in  that  subject  and  hoped  to  organize  a  number  of  sub-districts 
in  this  county.  You  remarked  that  it  was  one  of  your  "pet 
jschemes."     It  is  now  also  one  of  my  "pet  schemes,"  and,  so 
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far,  I  am  more  than  gratified  over  what  has  been  accomplished 
by  them.  The  best  work  of  the  past  two  years  is  the  direct 
result  of  the  organization  of  sub-districts.  Even  where  the 
revenue  is  small,  patrons  have  been  given  an  opportunity  to 
do  something  for  themselves ;  hence  interest  and  enthusiasm 
have  been  awakened,  the  conditions  of  the  county  and  the 
needs  of  the  schools  appreciated.  Consequently  never  before 
have  the  people  themselves  contributed  so  generously  of  their 
time,  labor  and  money. 

Thirteen  sub-districts  have  been  organized  as  follows: 

Name.  Millage.  Assessment. 

De  Land 3 $1,389.24 

Daytona 3 1,102.54 

New  Smyrna 3 401.18 

Orange  City 3 426.91 

Enterprise 3 401.11 

Hollv  Hill 3 196.60 

GlenVood 3 190.66 

Osteen 3 171.06 

DeLeon  Springs 3 169.92 

Lake  Helen 2 163.23 

Glencoe 3 79.13 

Hawks  Park 2. ..:...:. .  72.99 

Oak  Hill 2 70.63 

Total $4,835.20 

These  are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Board,  the 
Trustees  having  conti'ol  of  the  expenditure  of  the  sub-district 
revenue. 

HIGH    SCHOOL. 

At  DeLand  a  new  High  School  of  eight  rooms  has  been 
erected,  well  located  on  a  large  lot.  This  building  is  well 
lighted,  heated  and  ventilated;  beautifully  furnished  and  cost 
nearly  $8,000.  Of  this  amount,  $3,500  was  contributed  by 
the  County  School  Board.  Great  credit  is  due  the  DeLand 
Board  of  Trade,  Sub-district  Trustees  and,  in  fact,  to  the 
whole  city  for  their  noble  efforts  in  raising,  by  contributions 
and  entertainments  alone,  a  large  part  of  the  balance.  The 
enrollment  this  year  is  214  pupils  in  nine  grades,  taught  by 
six  teachers.  The  term  is  8  months,  two  of  which  are  paid 
for  by  the  sub-distict  fund.  The  negroes  are  using  the  old 
building  for  whites,  which  is  in  good  condition  and  contains 
four  rooms  well  furnished. 
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DAYTON A    SCHOOL. 


At  Daytona,  city  bonds  were  issued  for  %5,000,  and  the 
amount  raised  was  expended  m  rebuilding  the  school  for 
whites  and  in  erecting  a  new  building  for  negroes.  The 
former  has  218  pupils  in  nine  grades,  taught  by  six  teachers. 
The  latter  130  pupils  and  three  teachers.  The  people  of 
Dayt^na  are  also  to  be  congratulated  upon  their  liberality  of 
public  spirit  and  enterprise  in  providing,  not  only  beautiful 
buildings  thoroughly  equipped,  but  also  voting  a  three  mill 
levy  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  term  to  8  months. 

OTHER    NEW    BUILDINGS. 

At  Ormond  the  same  interest  is  manifested  by  the  erection 
of  a  two-story  building  with  two-  rooms  finished,  at  a  cost  of 
$1,600  ^nd  secured  by  a  voluntary  town  tax  of  five  mills. 
The  county  contributing  furniture. 

At  Holly  Hill  a  new  building  and  lot  valued  at  $500  was 
deeded  to  the  county  by  the  patrons,  the  Board  having  con- 
tributed $100  worth  of  material  and  providing  necessary 
furniture. 

Several  small  buildings  have  been  erected  by  the  patrons  in 
other  districts,  the  Board  furnishing  only  the  material.  Only 
one  building  has  been  erected  solely  by  the  County  Board  and 
that  in  a  sparsely  settled  community  where  three  schools  were 
consolidated  under  two  teachers. 

BUILT    AMID    DEPRESSION. 

These  buildings  have  been  provided  at  a  time  when  the 
county  revenue  was  small,  and  without  the  hearty  support  of 
patrons,  but  little  could  have  been  accomplished  along  that 
line.  As  it  is,  the  county  revenue  can  now  be  applied  almost 
entirely  to  teachers'  salaries  and  equipment.  The  advantages 
of  united  co-operation  on  the  '][)art  of  the  members  of  the 
Board,  Superintendent  and  patrons  is  here  fully  demonstrated. 

OTHER   EVIDENCES    OP   PROGRESS. 

A  County  Teachers'  Association  was  organized  in  1897, 
which  holds  two  meetings  each  year. 

The  negroes  also  have  an  association  and  great  interest  has 
been  taken  in  their  meetings. 

Although  in  some  parts  of  the  county  many  families  have 
removed,  yet  the  enrollment  in  the  whole  county  is  steadily 
increasing.  This  is  the  result  of  both  natural  growth  and  the 
withdrawal  of  many  pupils  from  private  schools. 
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SUUGESTIOXS    OP    AMENDMENTS    TO    THE    LAWS. 

Ist — I  am  strongly  in  favor  of  a  State  Grading  Committee. 

2d — Of  giving  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  the  power 
of  fixing  the  millage  for  school  levies. 

3d — Of  making  a  minimum  levy  of  five  mills  and  eight 
mills  the  maximum. 

4th — Of  prohibiting  the  re-issumg  of  Third  Grade  certifi- 
cates. 

5th — Of  an  Educational  test  for  County  Superintendents. 

6th — Of  making  it  mandatory,  in  all  counties  where  the 
revenue  is  sufficient,  that  a  High  School  be  established  and 
maintained  at  the  county  seat. 

7th — Of  so  amending  the  sub-district  law  that  the  duties  of 
the  Trustees  shall  be  definitely  defined.  That  the  County  Board 
shall  have  power  to  hold  a  special  registration.  Election  pre- 
cincts and  territory  embraced  in  sub-districts  generally  conflict. 
Registration  under  the  regular  county  registration  officer  in- 
volves much  unnecessary  trouble. 

JOHN  B.  PARKIXSON, 
County  Superintendent.. 


WAKULLA  COUXTY. 

In  aocordnnce  with  your  request,  I  herewith  send  you  a  re- 
port of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  Wakulla  county. 

In  my  judgTiicrit,  the  scl)ools  are  in  better  condition  than 
ever  before,  yet  tiioro  is  room  for  improvement,  and  much 
10  be  done  that  \s  needed,  ere  the  schools  of  the  county  are 
what  they  should  be. 

We  have  had  dilficulties,  financial  and  otherwise,  to  con- 
tend with,  but,  notvvithstanding  all  this,  there  has  been  great 
improvement  in  scliool  management,  teaching,  interest  taken, 
etc.,  in  the  last  two  vears. 

XEW    BUILDI>^(,S. 


Eleven  new  frame  houses  have  been  built  on  scliool  lots 
owned  by  the  Board,  and  furnished  with  good  seats,  desks 
and  blackboards.  Xo  more  rude  log  school  houses,  with 
puncheon  seats  in  Wakulla. 

COUNTY    (iRADED    SmOOL. 

Last,  but  not  least,  ive  have  established  a  County  Graded 
School   at   Crawfordville,    the   county   site.       The   building 
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•<;()ntains  three  nicely  furnished  rooms,  an<l  er)st  ^K'^oO.  It 
is  now  under  the  ])rincipal<hi])  of  Prof.  Weo.  W.  C-anip.  1 
iio])e  it  will  be  a  grand  success. 

COUXTV    IXSTITITES. 

A\'e  hohl  re^uhir  C'ountv  Institutes,  thoiiuii  not  as  well 
attended  as  liiey  should  Ije,  still,  gr(»at  intei-est  is  manifested 
by  those  who  attend,  nnd  excellent  work  is  huing  done  along 
iliese  lines. 

EXAM1XATI(>N     LAW. 

r  favor  no  further  legislation  on  the  State  Tniform  Kxain- 
ination  Law.  In 'my  opinion  the  hiw  cannot  be  ini])roved 
upon,  except  in  one  ])articulni.  1  would  like  to  see  the  clause, 
allowing  County  Su])erintendents  to  hold  S])ecia1  Examina- 
-lions  and  grant  tenii»orarv  certificates,  struck  out. 

RKASOX    FOR    TIIK    AMKNDMEXT. 

'{'here  is  a  ceitain  ehiss  ol'  old-fogy  tearhers  op])osing  the 
examination  Law,  driftinir  from  one  countv  to  another,  trv- 
ing  t(»  get  iiilo  the  ranks  of  the  teachers,  by  clindnitr  np  some 
other  way.  I  favor  forcing  them  to  come  in  at  the  door  of 
tlie  fold;  otherwise,  they  are  thiev«'s  and  rol)1)ers.  The  State 
]ias  ])lenty  of  teachers  who  are  willing  to  be  ground  through 
the  riu'ht  mdl. 

Ol'Il    PLAN. 

We   have   i^een   doing  our  best   to  run      the     schools     on 

strictly  business  princij)les,  and  will  continue  on  these  line.>. 

■  On  the  whole,  the  schools  have  done  fairly  well,  considering 

that  the  county  has  been  so  l)ad^v  liandicap})ed  for  want  of 

funds. 

In  conclusion,  1  desire  to  thank  a'ou  for  the  continued 
•kindnesss  and  connsel  extended  to  me  at  all  times. 

S.  M.  KEVELL, 
County  Superintendent. 


WALTOX  COUNTY. 

The  last  two  years  have  witnessed  two  reforms  in  school 
'  operations  in  this  county. 

1a L    The  establishment  of  school  district  lines.     Former];;, 

riot^vithstanding  the  clear  requirement  of  the  law,  the  pa- 

'v.trons'sent  hither  and  thither,  at  their  own  sweet  will.     The 
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rule  now  i^,  that  tliov  must  patronize  their  own  district 
t;chools.  Yet,  the  rule  is  tlexible,  to  this  extent,  for  good 
reason,  Tor  example;  if  the  teacher  is  of  so  low  a  grade  tliat 
he  cannot  teach  an  advanced  pupil,  then  such  jmpil  mav  at- 
tend another  school,  i)v  iretting  the  consent  of  the  Count v 
Board.  The  jjoard  aUows  pupils  to  attend  two  or  more 
.schools,  hut  they  must  be  reported  as  ^'illegal"  in  all  but 
their  own  (hstrict. 

;;^(1.  Whereas,  formerly  in  i)lain  violation  of  the  law,  ])atrons 
cliose  their  teachers,  and  the  Board  nuT(»ly  registered  their 
decrees  for  the  ])ast  two  years  the  Board  has,  to  a  greater  ex- 
lent  than  heretofore,  mack*  the  assignnujuts.  The  old  plan 
resulted  in  >ome'  grievous  misfits.  The  new  ])lan  yields  bet- 
ter results.  Xaturallv.  the  chantre  occasioned  some  friction 
at  iir>t,J)ut  on  the  whole,  not  more,  hut  rather  less,  1  think, 
tlian  there  was  under  the  old  ])lan :  for  the  patron^  were  not 
•cduay<  a  unit  in  the  choice  of  teachers,  and  much  vigorous 
'•kicking"  wa<  indulged.  Of  course,  it  is  the  vlictate  of  com- 
}\\r-n  yei^e  imt  to  make  a  ])oint  of  dis])leasing  patrons  in  the 
matter  of  a->ignments.  Oilier  thi'iigs  being  ecpial,  it  is  bet- 
ter to  luive  them  ])leased.  It  promotes  attendanc(\  But 
when  they  insist  on  impr()])er  assignments,  the  Board  thought 
the  educational  interests  of  the  children  more  important  (»ven 
than  the  grat ideation  of  the  patrons. 

XKKhEI)     AMKXh.MENTS   To    S(  IIOOL    LAW. 

The  |)resent  school  law,  as  a  whole,  is  excellent  and  has 
yielded  gocul  residts,  but  1  would  like  to  see  it  amended  in 
some  particulars. 

1st.  The  1  iiird  (irade  Certificate  is  too  easv  to  obtain. 
Raise  the  reijuiremeiit  to  tJT)  per  cent,  average,  with  45  ])er 
cent,  as  a  luinumum;  or  TO  per  cent.  averag(\  with  minimum 
01  50  per  cent.,  and  strike  Composition  and  History  from  the 
required  branches.  It  is  quite  possible  to  got  the  present 
per  cent,  and  be  incompetent  in  branches  that  are  ])rimary 
and  very  important. 

2d.  Also,  so  amend  the  law  that  the  practice  of  grading  the 
Reading,  in  part,  by  the  Superintendent,  may  have  clear,  legal 
v.^arrant.  1  think,  too,  that  50  per  cent.,  or  more,  of  the 
Reading  Examination  should  be  oral.  I  liave  known  the 
Avritten  examinations  creditably  passed  by  persons  who  could 
not  read  fluently  and  intelligibly.  In  the  majority  of  our 
schools,  the  pupils  are  studying  in  primary  branches,  such 
:as  are  embraced  in  the  requirement  for  a  Third  Grade  Cer- 
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tificate.  In  them,  the  foundation  work  is  done,  and  th& 
teachers  should  be  well  equipped. 

3d.  There  should  be  one  Grading  Committee  for  each 
Judicial  Circuit  of  the  State.  This  would  diminish  the  op- 
portunity for  the  play  of  the  local  and  personal  influences^ 
and,  in  some  counties,  insure  more  competent  Grading  Com- 
mittees. 

4th.  The  phraseology  and  terminology  of  the  law  can  be 
improved  so  as  to  make  its  severai  parts  more  consistent,  and 
remove  ambiguities, 

WORK    OF    THE    LAW    AND    STATE    NORMAL    SCHOOL. 

The  law,  as  a  w^hole,  has  wrought  very  great  improvement. 
To  it,  and  to  the  State  Normal  School,  conducted  by  a  corps 
of  earnest,  conscientious  instructors,  with  an  untiring  and 
progressive  President,  our  county  is  indebted  for  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  character  of  the  teaching  in  our  publia  ' 
schools.  E.  Q.  BAKER, 

County  Superintendent. 


WASHIXGTO]^^  COUNTY. 

I  am  pleased  to  make  the  following  general  report  on  edu- 
cational matters  from  Washington  county. 

IMPROVEMENTS INFLUENCE    OF    SUB-DISTRICTS. 

Since  the  issuance  of  your  last  bi-ennial  report,  we  have 
created  three  school  Sub-districts.  While  the  revenue  from 
this  source  does  not  relieve  the  shortage  of  funds,  there  ii^ 
the  marked  improvement  that  inevitably  follows  when  the 
community  substantially  demands  longer  terms  and  better 
teachers. 

We  note  in  this  direction  that  where  the  people  subject 
themselves  to  higher  taxation  for  school  purposes,  the  school 
is  held  in  higher  esteem,  the  attendance  is  much  better,  co- 
operation is  accorded  the  teacher,  and  there  is  an  almost 
unanimity  of  pui'pose  on  the  part  of  all  concerned.  Unless 
a  better  law  is  enacted  at  the  next  session  of  our  Legislature,, 
we  shall  endeavor  to  establish  more  sub-districts. 

OUR   AIM. 

Owing  to  shortage  of  school  funds,  our  Board  had  to  sus- 
pend building  and  other  improvements  in  this  deimrtmenfc 
of  the  work.     Instead  of  increasing  the  number  of  schools. 
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Sag  have  purposed  to  make  the  ones  already  established  ac- 
-complish  more  and  better  results.     We  will  have  this  year 
about  72  schools,  with  a  total  enrollment  of  about  2,850  chil- 
dren, 300  more  tlian  was  reported  two  years  ago. 

TKACHERS. 

Our  teachers  are  generally  doing  good  work,  and  ambition 
is  no  stranger  among  them.  We  note  here  that  a  great  num- 
ber are  young  teachers,  and  have  entered  the  work  for  life. 

UNFAVORAIJLE    CONDITIONS. 

This  report  will  be  misleading  if  I  fail  to  mention  some 
•of  the  unfavorable  features. 

Along  with  the  improved  conditions  of  schools  generally, 
-and  the  aspiraton  of  teachers  already  emphasized,  it  is  to  be 
lamented  that  the  following  are  facts: 

1st.  That  the  average  dailv  atendance  wtill  barelv  reach 
CO  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment  in  all  schools  of  the  county, 
excepting  the  sub-districts. 

2d.  That  the  cause  of  irregular  attendance  is  largely  charge- 
iible  to  careless  ])arents,  who  are  wanting  in  interest  and  au- 
thorit}^  to  overcome  the  reluctance  of  children. 

3d.  That  the  Selection  of  teachers  l)y  patrons  has  resulted 
in  material  injury  to  whole  communities. 

4th.  That  the  lowering  of  the  county  school  levy  from  5 
40  4  mills  has  wrought  bad  results. 

XEKDKI)  LAWS  AND  AMENDMENTS. 

1st.  A  revenue  law  that  will  materially  increase  the  school 

a. 

fund,  making  it  available  by  July  1st  each  year. 

2d.  A  law  prescri])ing  qualifications  for  the  otfici  of  Couuty 
Superintendents. 

3d.  A  law  giving  School  Boards  full  power  to  make  the 
<jounty  levy  for  scliool  j)urposes. 

t4h.  A  law  requirng  Penmanshi])  and  Book-keeping  taught 
in  the  public  schools. 

5th.  An  amendment  to  the  State  Constitution  removing 
the  5  mill  maximum  for  county  school  levy.  I  am  convinced 
ihat  unless  the  poorer  counties  of  Florida  get  such  finnncial 
relief,  the  cause  of  education  must  necessarily  suffer;  but 
little,  if  any,  further  advancement  can  be  made  until  this 
restriction  upon  finances  is  removed. 

Our  School  Board  is  com])osed  of  live,  faithful  and  con- 
scientious men,  who  are  co-operative  in  their  work,  and  firm 
In  their  acts.  AV.  C.  LOCKF.Y, 

County  Superintendent. 


CH/\FTeR  VII. 


state  Institutions. 


The  term,  State  Institutions,  is  employed  to  distin- 
guish schools  established  for  higher  education  and  supported 
wholly  or  in  part  by  State  funds,  from  the  same  grade  of 
schools  sustained  by  church  or  private  enterprise. 

The  State  Institutions  are  seven  in  number:  The  Flor- 
ida Agricultural  College,  located  at  Lake  City;  East  Flori- 
da Seminary,  at  Gainesville;  The  Seminary  West  of  the  Su- 
wannee River,  at  Tallahassee;  The  State  Normal  School 
(for  whites),  at  DeFuniak  Springs;  The  State  Normal  and 
Industrial  College  for  Colored  Students,  at  Tallahassee;  The 
Institute  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf,  at  St.  Aueustine;  The 
South  Florida  Military  and  Educational  Institute,  at  Bar- 
tow. 

STATE     APPROPRIATIOXS. 

The  following  appropriations  were  made  by  the  legis- 
lature of  1897  for  the  support  of  these  institutions  for  the 
two  years  ending  June  30,  1899 

Florida  Agricultural  College $  5,000.0a 

East  Florida  Seminary 5,000.00 

The  Seminary  West  of  the  Suwannee 6,000.00 

State  Normal  School 12,000.00 

State  Normal  arid  Industrial  College  (for  negroes)     5.000.00 

Institute  for  Blind  and  Deaf 20,000.00 

South  Florida  -Military  and  Educational  Institute  18,000.00 

Total  for  two  years $71,000.00  - 

Average  per  annum $35,500.00  . 

ADDITIONAL     FUXDS     RECEIVED. 

The  Florida  Agricultural  College  will  receive  annually, 
after  this  date,  about  the  following  amounts: 

Interest  on  bonds $  9,000.00  * 

One-half  Morrill  Bill  fund 12,500.0a 

Hatch  Bill  fund  (for  Experimental  StaJ:ion) 15.000.00  • 


Total $36,500.00 


if 
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■East  Florida  Seminary  receives  one-half  the  interest  on 
•Seminary  bonds,  amounting  annually  to  aibout  $2,933.50. 

The  Seminary  West  of  the  Suwannee  receives  the  other 
half  of  the  interest  on  Seminary  bonds,  $2,933.50.  From 
Westcott  Endowment,  annually,  about  $1,200;  total. 
$4,133.50. 

The  State  Normal  &  Industrial  College  for  Colored 
Students  gets  the  other  half  of  the  Morrill  Bill  fund,  $12,- 
500.  This  gives  a  total  of  $56,067.00  received  from  the  gen- 
eral government  and  from  bonds.  This  amount  is  supple- 
mented in  some  cases  by  nominal  tuition  and  matriculation 
fees,  the  aggregate  irom  the  latter  so'Urces  is  small  and 
would  scarcely  savell  the  total  receipts,  outside  of  State  ap- 
propriations, to  $60,000.  This  aggregated  amount  makes 
a  very  creditable  sum  expended  for  higher  education;  in 
fact,  it  w^ould  be  ample  if  it  were  all  expended  ujx)n  one 
institution  of  high  grade,  and  would  be  sufficient  without 
any  additional  appropriation.  One  large  and  well  equipped 
institution  could  provide  proper  educational  advantages  for 
the  combined  attendance  of  all  the  State's  schools  for  higher 
•education,  excluding,  of  course,  the  patronage  of  the  School 
for  Colored  Students,  and  that  of  the  Institute  for  Blind 
•^and  Deaf  which  is  siii  f^ciicris  and  must  give  entirely  dif- 
ferent instruction  from  that  qi  any  of  the  other  institutions. 

The  combined  enrollment  in  1898  at  the  five  State  in- 
stitutions for  white  students  in  al'l  departments,  including 
pupils  in  the  preparatory,  high  school  and  commercial  de- 
partments, was  543,  one-third  of  whom  were  enrolled  in  the 
departments  just  enumerated  and  could  have  been  as  •well 
instructed  in  other  and  less  costly  schools.  Excluding  these, 
the  combined  attendance  would  not  be  so  large  as  is  now 
found  at  mostisecond  rate  Universities  in  the  countrv. 

OBSTACLES  IN  THE  WAY    OF  COXSOLIDATIOX. 

While  the  total  permanent  annual  income  is  apparently 
'$60,000  (partly  estimated),  yet  all  this  is  not  available  for 
purely  educational  purposes.  The  Experimental  Station,  or 
Hatch  Bill,  Fund,  amounting  to  $15,000,  though  used  in 
connection  with  an  institution  of  learning,  is  restricted  to 
specific  use,  thus  reducinor  the  above  amount  to  $45,000. 
In  tlws  amount,  the  Morrill  Bill  Fund  cannot  'be  applied 
for  buiklings,  and  is  restricted  in  other  ways  to  the  support 
of  specific  departments;  in  fact,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  per- 
manent fund  for  higher  education  is  limited  in  some  way 
in  its  application  and  not  available  for  general  educational 
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purposes.  This  would  be  a  serious  obstacle  were  consoli- 
dation of  the  State's  institutions  for  high-er  learning  at- 
tempted. 

Only  four  of  these  institutions  receive  any  part  of  the 
abojre  $45,000,  and  were  it  available  for  all  -educational 
purposes,  and  could  it  be  equally  divided  between  these 
•four  schools,  one-fourth  would  not  properly  equip  and  meet 
the  urgent  necessity  of  any  one  Institution. 

As  stated  -in  a  previous  Report,  the  State  is  unfortu- 
nate in  the  founding  of  institutions  for  higher  education. 
More  scliools  were  established  than  the  patronage  abso- 
lutely demanded,  and  yet  these  schools  are  estabhshed  and 
the  question  of  consolidating  and  building  up  one  or  more 
strong  'institutions  is  'beyond  even  a  possibility.  Yet  to 
attempt  to  make  high  grade  schools  out  of  all  of  them 
would  cost  more  than  the  State  seems  able  to  afford,  and 
there  would  be  more  of  such  institutions  than  the  necessi- 
ties for  higher  education  would  recjuire  in  many  years, 
hence  some  of  them  are  doomed  to  be  nierelv  local  schools. 
It  is  a  clear  case  of  weakness  growing  out  of  too  much 
division  of  effort  and  funds. 

IMMEDIATK   AM)  IJEMOTE  NECESSITIES  OF  THESE   SCHOOLS. 

There  is  hardly  one  of  tliesc  schools  that  is  not  right 
now  in  imperative  need  of  a  liberal  approi)riation  to  insure 
its  further  growth  and  to  put  it  in  position  to  accommodate 
the  patronage  it  has  and  that  it  should  naturally  expect. 

The  main  building  at  the  Agricultural  College  was  con- 
structed on  entirely  too  small  a  plan,  the  recitation  rooms 
are  too  small  and  were  never  designed  to  accommodate 
even  the  patronage  it  noAv  has — it  was  built  ^vithout  ref- 
erence to  growth.  Since  the  doors  have  been  thrown  open 
to  students  of  both  sexes  some  provision  similar  to  that 
provided  for  the  males  should  be  made  for  boarding  female 
students,  to  in-sure  pro])er  rates  of  board  and  to  throw 
necessary  safeguards  and  salutary  regulations  around  that 
class  of  students.  As  it  is,  their  surroundings  do  not  con- 
duce to  study,  and  will  not,  only  in  isolated  cases,  so  long 
as  the  female  students  must  board  in  private  families  in 
the  town  and  become  a  part  of  the  family  and  social  circle. 
Students,  as  a  rule,  nowhere  will  do  the  highest  order  of 
work  when  they  are  permitte(l  to  become  a  part  of  the  so- 
ciety of  the  community  in  which  the  school  is  located.  Few 
parents  will  elect  to  send  a  daughter  from  home  to  a  college 
to  board  in  a  private  family  where  they  are  necessarily 
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removed,  to  a  large  degree,  from  proper  college  regula- 
tions. The  patronage  of  this  class  of  students  must  remain 
largely  local  until  a  'Girl's  Dormitory  is  pro'vided  and  placed 
under  the  management  of  the  College.  If  the  Legislature 
.can  see  its  wav  clear  to  do  so,  it  would  ])e  a  wise  expendi- 
ture  of  money  to  provide  immediately  for  the  erection  of 
this  Dormitory. 

The  East  Florida  Seminary  is  in  need  of  the  same,  a 
Girl's  Dormitory,  though  the  environment  of  that  institu- 
tion is  such  that  the  necessity  is  not  so-  imperative  as  at 
the  Agricultural  College.  The  college  building  proper,  and 
the  barracks  for  the  male  students  meet  the  present  de- 
mands, but  should  this  Seminary  have  its  deserved  and 
expected  growth  in  the  immediate  future  it  will  be  found 
that  larger  buildings  will  be  needed  here  also,  especially  a 
recitation  hall. 

The  Seminary  West  of  the  Smcauuee  is  sadly  in  need 
of  boarding  departments  for  both  male  and  female  students. 
Indeed,  this  institution  need  not  be  expected  to  enjoy  more 
than  local  patronage  until  dormitories  are  provided  so  that 
board  may  be  cheapened  and  non-resident  pupils  thereby 
attracted  to  it.  Nor  -will  this  class  of  pupils  do  the  best 
character  of  work  until  they  can,  to  a  larger  degree,  be 
isolated  from  the  social  circle  of  Tallahassee.  Its  faculty 
IS  composed  of  earnest  and  capable  instructors,  but  sucli 
additions  must  be  made  to  the  equipment  before  the  at- 
tendance will  be  commensurate  with  its  deserts  or  the  in- 
stitution can  effect  such  results  as  its  faculty  is  capable  of 
producing.  While  this  necessity  for  enlargement  undoubt- 
edly exists,  it  may  be  construed  as  radical  in  me,  in  view 
of  the  present  o-utlook  of  the  State,  in  recommending  that 
provision  be  made  for  these  dormitories. 

The  State  Normal  School  (for  whites)  at  DeFuniak 
Springs  has  a  plain  but  ample  and  commodious  school 
building  and  a  Girl's  Dormitory  which  has  been  found  nec- 
essary to  accommodate  the  patronage  it  has  hitherto  re- 
ceived, but  a  Boy's  Dormitory  must  be  .provided  if  the 
State  is  to  realize  full  value  for  its  present  annual  appro- 
priation to  that  schoo'l.  If  the  earnest  and  laborious  efforts 
of  Principal  Hayes  to  popularize,  to  improve  the  character 
of  work  done,  and  to  increase  the  patronage  of  that  insti- 
tution— the  only  school  sustained  by  the  State  to  which  it 
may  look  for  a  larger  supply  of  professional  teachers — 
meets  with  one-half  the  success  which  his  efforts  merit, 
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the  time  is  n-ot  far  distant  when  larger  buildings  will  be 
required.  The  Boys'  Dormitory  is  a  present  necessity  and 
the  Legislature  would  do  a  wise  thing  to  appropriate  not. 
less  than  $5,000  for  its  immediate  erection. 

The  State  Normal  and  Industrial  College  for  Colored 
Students  is  necessitous,  like  all  the  rest.    President  Tucker 
reports  that  he  is  crowded  beyond  endurance  and  has  to- 
write  pupils  to  stay  at  home  because  he  has  nowhere  to  put 
them.      With  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  made  to  that 
school  by  the  last  Legislature  the  State  Board  purchased,, 
at  a  cost  of  $2,200,  57  acres  of  land  for  its  agricultural  de- 
partment; added  two  large  rooms,  absolutely  necessary,  to 
the  recitation  hall,  at  a  cost  of  $800;  furnished  material  to  en- 
large the  Boys'  Dormitory,  at  a  cost  between  $900  and 
$1,000.    The  work  u^xin  this    dormitory    was    done  by  the 
male   students  at  odd  times,  under  the  direction  of  the 
teacher  of  the  'Mechanical  Department.     The  enlargement 
of  this  dormitory  was  necessary  to  keep  from  driving  pat- 
ronage  from   the  school,  but  even  now  that  building  is 
wholly  inadequate.     Sixty  students  are  now  crowded  into 
the  Girls*  Dormitory  which  was  designed  to  accommodate 
only  forty  in  its  present  unfinished  condition,  and  appli- 
cants have  been  notified  that  there  is  no  room  in  the  insti- 
tution for  them.     The  Legislature  should  appropriate  at 
least  $3,000  to  complete  the  original  plan  of  this  dormitory, 
that  its  capacity  may  be  enlarged.    The  Recitation  Hall  is. 
an  old  dwelling  and,  though  well  adapted  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  being  used,  the  building  is  old  and  is  too^ 
small,  and  the  requirements  will  soon  demand  a  larger  and 
more  modern  structure,  if  it  is  intended  to  accommodate 
those  who  seek  higher  education  in  this  institution — the 
only  one  of  its  kind  provided  for  this  race  at  public  ex- 
pense.    It  is  fortunate  for  the  State  that  the  running  ex- 
penses of  this  school,  which  is  in  better  condition  in  this 
respect  than  any  other  State  Institution,  has  been  fully  met 
by  the  Morrill  Bill  Fund  provided  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment.   This  Fund  has  been  ample  to  pay  proper  instruc- 
tors and  to  meet  all  other  current  expenses  allowed  to  be 
paid  out  of  it.     It  has  left  the  State  appropriation  to  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  land,  the  improvement  of  buildings^ 
and  for  such  other  expenses  as  was  not  allowable  from, 
the  other  fimd. 

The  South  Florida  Military  and  Educational  Institutey 
so  far  as  I  am  informed,  has  ample  buildings  to  accommor- 
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date  its  present  patronage,  at  any  rate  the  State  has  not 
heen  called  upon  to  make  any  provisions  for  ibuildings, 
these  fheing  furnished  by  the  local  trustees  or  the  town  of 
Bartow. 

The  InstiUite  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf  has  a  tolerably 
fair  plant.  It  is  wooden,  but  ample  and  comfortable.  With 
the  appropriation  of  $2,000  made  by  the  last  iLegislature 
for  building,  a  dormitory  for  colored  students  was  erected 
which  permitted  the  old  colored  department  to  be  reno- 
vated and  used  for  the  white  males.  This  was  a  great  ad- 
vantage in  many  respects.  It  enabled  white  males  and 
females  to  be  quartered  in  separate  buildings,  giving  ample 
room  to  each,  and,  another  ver\^  desirable  thing,  it  T;)er- 
mitted  a  more  perfect  isolation  of  w^hite  and  negro  pupils 
upon  the  grounds.  The  dormitory  built  for  the  negroes 
was  proportioned  in  size  to  the  appropriation 
and  to  the  past  attendance  of  colored  pupils,  but 
the  attendance  of  that  class  of  pupils  doubling  in  the 
past  two  years,  the  fact  developed  that  the  building  was 
too  small  and  that  the  large  increase  of  pupils  necessitated 
the  sc])aration  of  males  and  females  into  different  buildings. 
Plans  are  now  on  foot  to  build  another  dormitory  of  the 
same  size  as  the  first,  but  the  effort  is  being  made,  through 
rigid  economy  in  the  conduct  of  this  school,  to  complete 
this  building  out  of  the  present  appropriation  without  ask- 
ing the  Legislature  for  any  increase  in  the  usual  amount 
allowed  this  institution.  The  building  will  likely  be  com- 
pleted before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  and  should 
there  be  a  deficit  and  necessity  for  a  small  increase  in  the 
usual  appropriation  to  cover  this,  the  attention  of  the  Leg- 
islature will  be  called  to  it. 

WORK     OF    THESE    SCHOOLS. 

So  much  has  been  said  relative  to  the  outward  equip- 
ment of  the  State  sbhools,  that  brevity  ])revents  much  be- 
ing said  as  to  their  academic  work.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
all  of  these  institutions  are  now  moving  o-n  smoothly,  with- 
out any  known  friction  in  the  faculties,  or  between  students 
and  faculties,  or  between  the  schools  and  the  communities 
in  which  they  are  located.  This  is  something  before  un- 
known since  their  establishment — that  all  of  the  schools  are 
at  peace  with  themselves  and  those  about  them.  I  will  say 
in  brief,  that  so  far  as  my  observation  and  information  go, 
each  of  them  is  doing  efficient  work  in  its  particular  line. 


269 

The  question  is  liable  to  be  propoainded,  "Where  is  all 
the  money  to  come  from  to  supply  the  ivants  of  each  of 
these  State  schools,  and  to  put  them  on  a  proper  basis?"' 
The  reply  is,.  I  do  not  know.  It  is  my  duty  to  report  faith- 
fully their  condition  and  wants,  as  they  occur  to  me,  and 
suggest  'what  I  deem  necessary  to  enlarge  their  usefulness^ 
This  has  been  done,  it  is  the  duty  of  others  to  wrestle  with 
the  question  of  providing  the  funds. 

Following  this  rather  lengthy  and  tedious  introduction 
to  this  chapter  will  be  found  the  special  report  from  the 
management  of  each  one  of  these  institutions,  from  which, 
further  information  may  be  gleaned. 


FLORIDA  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE. 

Hon.    Win,  X.   S heats,  State  Superintendent  of  Publie  In- 
struetion,  Tallahassee^  Fla.: 

Sir: — In  compliance  with  the  School  .Law  of  Florida^ 
Chapter  IV,  Section  297,  the  Trustees  of  the  Florida  Ag- 
ricultural College  have  the  honor  to  make  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  -the  condition  and  progress  of  the  above 
named  institution: 

S.  Stringer, 

Attest:  President  Board  Trustees^ 

A.  B.  Hagcn,  Secretary. 

FOUNDATION  AND  SCOPE. 

The  Florida  Agricultural  College  was  established  ia 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  2,  1862^ 
by  which  public  lands  were  donated  to  each  State  and  Ter- 
ritory in  proportion  to  its  representation  in  Congress.  Flor- 
ida availed  herself  of  the  benefit  of  this  act  in  1872,  and 
received  ninety  thousand  acres  of  land.  This  land  was  sold 
and  the  proceeds  invested  in  bonds  o<f  the  States  of  Florida, 
and  North  Carolina,  from  which  the  College  receives  an  an- 
nual income  of  about  $9,000. 

In  1890  the  "Morrill  'Bill"  was  passed  providing  for 
an  additional  appropriation  to  each  State  and  Territory ' 
for  the  support  of  schools  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic 
arts.     The  a.p.propriation  for  the  year  beginning  August 
I,  i8q7,  is  $23,000,  of  which  this  College  receives  one-halL 

From  these  two  funds  the  Florida  Agricultural  Col- 
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lege  enjoys  an  inc(nne  of  a])(mi  $20,ocx>  for  college  pur- 
poses. 

The  State  of  Florida  has  appn^priated  for  buildings 
about  $28,300,  and  for  general  i)uriK)ses  about  $20,000, 
and  the  eitizens  of  Columl)ia  county  have  contributed  about 
$15,000,  tr^gether  with  one  hundred  acres  of  land  for  a 
college  farm. 

In  addition  to  the  ab.jve,  this  College  receives  from 
the  United  States,  under  the  **J latch  IJill"  of  1887,  the  sum 
of  $15,000  a  year  for  experimenting  in  agriculture.  With 
this  sum  it  su])ports  an  Experiment  Station  at  Lake  City. 
As  this  **}iatch  Fund"  is  used  entirely  for  experiment  work, 
it  adds  nothing  to  the  income  availal)le  for  educational  pur- 
poses. lUit  the  'Experiment  Station  at  Lake  City  is  val- 
uable to  college  students  in  agriculture  in  giving  them 
practical  illustration  in  many  agricultural  and  horticultural 
[)rocesses. 

iJM.ATIt^N. 

The  College  is  pleasantly  located  in  tiie  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Lake  City,  a  town  of  alxnu  2,500  inhabitants, 
the  county  seat  of  Columbia  county.  Jt  is  fifty-nine  miles 
west  of  Jacksonville  and  106  miles  east  of  Tallahassee  bv 
the  I^orida  Central  &  Peninsular  Railroad,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  Georgia  Southern  and  Florida,  and  the 
Savannah,  Florida  &  Western,  furnishes  convenient  ap- 
proach from  all  sections  of  the  State.  Lake  City  w^as  se- 
lected by  the  Trustees  for  its  central  position,  its  accessi- 
bility and  its  well-known  healthfulness. 

Li  this  connection  it  may  be  said  that  no  fatal  sickness 
has  occurred  among  the  students  within  the  last  ten  years, 
and  that  serious  illness  of  any  student  is  exceedingly  rare. 

THE    SCOPE  OF  THE    C'OLLKCiE. 

Is  suf^ciently  indicated  in  the  law  under  which  it  was 
created.  It  is  *'a  college  where  the  leading  object  shall  be, 
without  excluding  other  scientific  and  classical  studies,  and 
including  military  tactics,  to  teach  such  branches  of  learn- 
ing as  are  related  to  agricuhure  and  the  mechanic  arts,  in 
such  manner  as  the  Legislatures  in  the  States  may  respec- 
tively prescribe,  in  order  to  promote  a  liberal  and  practical 
education  of  the  industrial  classes  in  the  several  pursuits 
and  professions  of  life." 

Under  this  limitation  it  is  possible  to  afford  an  edu- 
cation entirely  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  age,  and 
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while  the  present  .Board  of  Trustees  have  detefmined  to 
make  the  institution  more  than  it  has  heretofore  been,  a 
•College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanical  Arts,  yet  the  effort 
to  do  so  will  not  in  the  least  impair  the  efficiency  of  the 
College  in  providi'ng  a  general  and  liberal  education  along 
the  lines  of  modern  thought. 

GROUNDS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

The  buildings  of  the  College  stand  upon  a  small  cam- 
pus of  about  four  acres.  They  are  six  in  number — 
the  "Main"  College  Building,  the  ''Wooden"  Barracks,  the 
''Brick"  Barracks,  the  "Preparatory"  Building,  the 
''Mechanic  Arts"  Building,  and  the  "Chemical  Laboratory" 
Building. 

Adjoining  the  College  campus  is  a  garden  of  about 
three  acres.  This  is  used  for  experiments  in  the  cultivation, 
of  garden  plants  and  in  studying  the  diseases  to  which  they 
are  subject.  In  the  garden  stands  a  glass  forcing  house, 
heated  by  steam  and  so  arranged  that  the  temperature  is 
under  complete  control.  A  stable,  a  workshop  and  an  office 
are  also  in  these  grounds. 

South  of  the  garden  lie  the  Experiment  Station 
grounds.  These  include  about  130  acres.  Here  experi- 
ments are  conducted  with  various  field  crops  and  with  live 
stock.  The  buildings  consist  of  a  foreman's  house,  two 
barns,  a  second  foreman's  house  and  one  or  two  small  out- 
buildings. 

THE  EQUIPMENT. 

The  equipment  of  the  College  in  the  various  depart- 
ments is  fairly  good. 

The  Department  of  Horticulture  and  (Biology  is  well 
supplied  with  apparatus  and  a  good  working  library.  The 
outfit  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  many  more 
wealthy  institutions. 

A  fairly  good  museum  affords  opportunity  for  study 
in  connection  iwith  the  text-book  work  in  science. 

The  Department  of  Entomology  has  a  good  collection 
illustrating  most  of  the  insects  injurious  to  vegetables, 
together  with  such  insects  as  are  the  friends  of  the  farmer. 

The  Department  of  Mathematics  and  that  of  Phil- 
osophy and  Latin  are  only  fairly  well  supplied  with  the 
apparatus  necessary. 

The  Department  of  English  needs  additional  library 
advantages.  These  &re  being  suipplied  by  the  purchase  of 
new  books  from  time  to  time  as  the  funds  may  permit. 
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The  Department  of  Mechanic  Arts  is  not  well  housed, 
but  the  recent  additions  to  the  tools  and  machinery  used  in 
that  department  have  greatly  increased  its  efficiency.  The 
shop  has  been  recently  moved  to  a  new  site  and  somewhat 
enlarged. 

The  Preparatory  Department  is  receiving  additions  in 
the  way  of  3pparatus  which  has  hitherto  been  much  needed* 

In  the  Department  of  Commercial  education  they  are 
much  crowded.  In  this,  Bookkeeping,  Commercial  Law, 
Commercial  Arithmetic,  Stenography,  Typewriting  and 
Telegraphy  are  taught.  This  department  is  popular  and 
nearly  one  lourtli  of  the  enti^'e  attendance  is  found  in  these 
classes.  The  rooms  are  too  small  and  badly  arranged  for 
the  needs  of  the  department. 

In  the  work  of  the  Experiment  Station  the  annual  ap- 
propriaiion  from  the  General  Government  is  sufficient  for 
present  demands.  The  grounds  and  buildings,  however,  are 
very  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  and  it  is  hoped  that  some 
provision  can  be  made  to  supply  this  need.  It  is  illesral  to 
use  the  appropriation  from  the  Government  for  the  pur- 
chase of  grounds  or  for  the  erection  or  repair  of  buildings 
with  the  exception  of  only  $750  per  annum  from  the 
above  appr.:)priation. 

A  list  of  the  bulletins  published  since  the  organization 
of  the  station  is  appended  from  which  some  idea  may  be 
formed  as  to  tht;  charactei  of  the  work  done  on  the  ex- 
perime'it  Station.  Many  useful  investigations  are  in  pro- 
gress, the  results  of  which  are  not  yet  ready  for  publica- 
tion. 

•Besides  the  publication  of  the  bulletins  a  very  consider- 
able amount  of  correspondence  is  conducted  with  the  agri- 
culturists of  the  'State  in  answer  to  inquiries  on  various  mat- 
ters of  interest. 

FACULTY  AND  COURSES  OF  STUDY. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  faculty  and  administrative  offi- 
cers employed  during  the  year  ending  June  15,  1898: 

W.  F.  YOOUM,  A.  M.,  D.  D.,  President, 
and  Director  of  Experiment  Station. 

A.  B.  HAGEN, 
Secretary  of  Board  of  Trustees. 

P.  H.  ROLFS,  M.  Sc, 
.  Professor  of  Biology  and  Horticulture. 
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A.  A.  PERSONS,  M.  Sc, 
Professor  of  Chemistrv. 

C.  V.  WAUGH,  M.  A., 
Professor  of  Philosophy  and  Ancient  Languages. 

MARY  LAW  McCLINTOCK,  A.  B., 
ProfesscT  of  History  and  English. 

r"  HORACE  E.  STOCKBRiIDGE,  Ph.D., 

,.  Professor  of  Agriculture. 

^  N.  H.  COX,  B.  S., 

Professor  of  Drawing  and  Mechanic  Arts. 

ROBERT  L.  BORGER,  A.  B., 
Assistant  Professor,  in  charge  of  Mathematics. 

A.  L.  QUAINTANCE,  M.  Sc, 

Assistant  Professor  of  Bdology. 

J.  P.  DAVIES,  B.  S., 
Instructor  in  Physics  and  Assistant  in  Chemistry. 

W.  W.  FLOURNOY,  A.  B., 
•Commandant  of  Cadet-s  and  Bursar  and  Instructor  in 

Military.  Tactics. 

ARTHUR  A.  A.  SLLBER,  M.  E., 
Instructor  in  German  and  Mathematics. 

WiILLIAM  G.  iMASSEY, 
Instructor  in  Stenography,  Typewriting  and  Telegraphy. 

MARIA  JUSTA  ANA  de  FIGUEROA, 
Instructor  in  Spanish  and  French. 

M.  C.  MARION,  B.  L., 
Principal  of  Preparatory  'School. 

R.  N.  HADLEY,  M.  Accts., 
Instructor  in  Book-keeping,  Commercial  Law  and 

Penmanship. 

S.  FRANKLIN  APPELL,  M.  D., 

Surgeon. 

;.  W.  P.  JERNIGAN, 

Auditor  and  Book-keeper. 

•  C.  A.  FINLEY, 

Superintendent  of  Mess  Hall. 

MRS.  L.  G.  MXLLER, 
i    .  Matron  of  Mess  Hall.  ,    ^        ' 
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COURSES    OP    STUDY. 

Three  courses  of  study  are  offered  to  the  student — 

The  Agricultural  Course,  leading  to  th-e  degree  of 
[Bachelor  of  Science. 

The  Mechanical  Course,  leading  to  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Science. 

The  Latin-Scientific  Course,  leading  to  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts. 

These  three  courses  are  equal  in  the  time  required  to 
<:omplete  them,  and  are  equivalent  in  the  studies  pursued, 
hence  the  degrees  granted  are  regarded  as  of  equal  honor. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Trustees  established  in 
1893  a  Business  Course. 

The  Courses  of  Study  in  the  several  Departments  are 
jiot  inserted  here.  Persons  interested  may  obtain  a  cata- 
logue of  the  college  in  iwhich  the  courses  are  fully  described. 

DISCIPLINE    AND    ORDER. 

The  year  ending  June  30,  1898  was  distinguished  above 
;all  previous  years  in  the  history  of  the  college  by  the  har- 
mony and  good  order  that  prevailed.  Devotion  to  study 
-and  a  disposition  to  conform  to  all  regulations  of  the  college 
characterized  the  entire  student  body. 

Harmony  also  prevailed  in  the  counsels  of  the  faculty. 

Male  students  not  having  homes  or  relatives  in  Lake 
City  are  required  to  occupy  rooms  in  the  "barracks"  and  to 
l>oard  at  the  College  Mess  Hall.  They  are  thus  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  the  officers  of  the  institution.  A 
.system  of  military  discipline,  modeled  after  that  which  ob- 
tains -at  the  U.  S.  MiHtary  Academy  at  West  Point,  but 
modified  to  meet  the  condition  here,  is  maintamed.  Day 
students  are  subject  to  the  same  rules, so  far  as  those  rules 
are  applicable. 

Female  students  board  at  such  places  in  the  town  as 
may  be  approved  by  the  President. 

No  marked  breach  of  good  order  or  departure  from  a 
liigh  standard  of  ladylike  conduct  has  been  noticed  through- 
out the  year  among  the  female  students  of  the  college. 
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THE  ATTKNDANrE. 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  attendance  tor  :he  year  end- 
ing June  15,  1898: 

Summary. 

Males.  Females.  To-1 

Post  graduate  students 2  ..  2 

Graduates  of  98 8  3  il 

Seniors  of  '99 :  .  2  2* 

Juniors  of '99 5  2  J 

Sophomores  of  '^99 12  4  16 

Freshmen  of  '99.  . .  :    16  3  19 

Su'b-Freshmen  of  '99 25             7  3^ 

Preparatory  of  '99 13             3  16 

Normals  of  '98 5  13  l& 

Business  of '98 40  11  51 

Irregulars  of   98 17            8  25 

Total... 143  56  199 

Counties  of  Florida 2f> 

States 7 

Foreign  countries 2 

Duplicates 4 

NEEDS  OF  INSTITUTION. 

So  full  a  statement  of  the  needs  of  the  Collejje 
made  in  our  last  bi-ennial  report  to  you  that  a  brief 
tion  will  Suffice  at  this  time. 

1.  A  Dormitory  and  Boarding  Hall  on  some  «ite 
too  far  from  the  College,  sufficient  for  the  lodging  erf. 
female  students  is  oadly  needed.     This  building  ought 
have  parlors  and  music  rooms,  as  well  as  bedrooms,  dii 
rooms  ajid  kitchen. 

2.  The  Preparatcry  Building  should  be  enlarged. 
growth  of  the  schootl  and  the  character  of  the  work  to 
accomplished  in  the  College  proper  depend  largely  on 
Preparatory  D-epartment.     The  present  fcuijding  ought 
be  doubled  in  size  aind  remodeled  to  adapt  it  to, modern 
improved  methods  of  instruction.  . . 

3.  The  Mechanic  Art  'Hall  ought  to,  be ,  enlarged  "1 
provide  large  and  well  lighted  drawing  rooms. and  a  pj 
sical  laboratory. 

4.  The  Experiment  Station  ought  to  be  providi 
with  more  land  suitable  for  its  use,  and  with  better  hvSii 
ings. 
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None  of  the  above  improTements  can  be  accomplished 
without  aid  from  the  State.  None  of  the  funds  appropri- 
ated by.  U.  S.  'Laws  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Colleg-e  can 
be  used  for  buildings  or  repairs  or  for  the  purchase  of 
grounds. 

With  the  encouraging  prospects  that  are  before  this 
institution  it  is  sincerely  hoped  chat  our  Legislature  may 
be  abie  to  make  an  appropriation  sufficiently  large  lo  accom- 
plish the  above  mentioned  improvements. 

Below  is  a  financial  statement  of  the  College  and  Ex- 
periment Station: 

FINANCIAI.    REPOUT. 

For  the  years   ending  June  30,    1897  and    i8g8. 

1896-7.  1897-8. 

Sialaries $12,700.36     $14,890.54 

Janitors 639.84  706.89 

Expenses  of  President i35-3o  162.23 

Expenses  of  Commandant  of  Ca- 
dets, etc 4.80 

Expenses  of  Biologist 33-49 

Expenses  of  Board  of  Trustees...  -50.35  221.44 

Equipment  for  Chemistry 140.88  5-6.51 

Equipment  for  Agriculture 18  55 

Equipment  for  Horticulture y  ."^2 

Equipment  for  Biology  .  . : 67.40  1,151 .30 

Equipment  for  Physics 53-28  192.36 

Equipment  for  Commercial  Depart- 
ment   15.75 

Material  &  Fuel  for  Mechanic  Arts  158.09  169.62 
New  Machinery  and  Tools  for  Me- 

chanic  Arts i43-9i  652.03- 

Apparatus  for  Stenography,    Type- 
writing and  Telegraphy  56-76  87.91 

Mess  Hall  .Equiipment 124.08  34-19" 

Printing  (and  Adv.) 590-71  412.72 

Advertising 474 .  24 

Stationer^' 230 .  90  260 .  78 

Postage 156.24  152.25 

Furniture  and  Equipment 59-35  352.00- 

MiHtary ,  88.93  146.96- 

Cc^mmenoement 25.20  130.82 

Fuel 313-75  128. 6S 

Freight  and  Express 114-43  J99-47 
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Water  Supply 270.00  206. oo^ 

Library 204.02  669. 18*  • 

Fences,  Grounds  and  Buildings....    1,258.48  i,i56.40f' 

Feed loi.oi  95.02. 

Gas  and  Lights 133-89  62.37  ^ 

Contingent 529-84  566.21 

Stock   ... 83.75. 

Board  Scholarships 222.00  248.21 

Insurance 488.60  480.80- 

Interest 6.00  26.46 

Total  Expenditures   \ $19,286.97  $24,704.13,^ 

Deficit  July  i,  1896 3'57i-4i 

(Balances  on  hand  June  30,  1897 

and  1898) (1,730.06)  (3,482.36)^ 

Grand  Totals $24,588.44  $28,186.49^ 

Appropriation  Land  Grant  Fund..$  9,107.00  $  9,107.00- 

Appropriation  Morrill  Fund 11,000.00  11,500.00- 

Incidental  Fees 1,896.88  1,493.65 ; 

State  Appropriation  Fund   2,584.56  4'355-78- 

Total  Receipts $24,588.44  $26,456.43 . 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,  1897  1,730.06  ^ 

Grand  Totals $24,588.44  $28,186,491 

FINANCIAL    REPORT. 

Of  the  Station  for  the  years  ending  June  30,  1897  and  1898.--. 

1896-7.  1897-8.. 

Salaries $5,056.68  $4,799.64 

Labor 4,158.25  4,623.00- 

Publications 733-35  1^398.60- 

Postage  and  Stationery 231 .56  220.74  . 

Freight  and  Express 301 .22  366.65  . 

Heat,  Light  and  Water 160.93  169.40  ♦ 

Chemical  Supplies 306.32  228.01 

Seeds,  Plants  and  Sundry  SuppHes     1,187.04  477.27'' 

Fertilizers 611 .20  859.21 

Feed  Stuffs 583.95  717.78: 

Library ...        11452  331-36- 

Tools,  Implements  and  Machinery.         193.94  61.09' 

Furniture  and  Fixtures I2g.i^  23.80-- 

Scientific  Apparatus 45.8o&> 
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Live  Stock 120.00 

Traveling  Expenses 422.83  692.74 

Contingent  ... 253.95  I37-20 

Buildings  and  Repairs 1,072. 14  886. cx) 

Total  Expenditures $15,637.03     $16,038.56 

Deficit  July  i,  1897 160.65 

Totals ..$15,637.03     $16,054.61 

Appropriation  Experiment  Station 

Fund $15,000.00     $15,000.00 

Received  for  Sa'les  from  Farm  ...        566.03         1,050.18 

State  Appropriation  Fund 54-95 

Deficit  June  30,  1897 16.05 

Deficit  June   30,   1898..    ..  4.43 


$^5 '637 -03     $16,054.61 

IJULLETINS    OF    THE    EXPERIMENT    STATION. 

No.         Author.  Title.  Date. 

1.  J.  Kost   (Jeneral April,  18vS8 

t.  J.  Kost   General Mav  and  June,  188.S 

3.  tJ.   Kost AgricuJture Se])tenil)er,  1888 

4.  Jas.    P.    J)ePass .General January,  188!) 

5.  Jas.  P.  DePass.  .Analysis  of  Fertilizers. April,  188!) 

0.  Jas.  V.  DePass .'(General Julv,  188!) 

7.  Jas.  P.  DePass General   October,  188!) 

8.  Ja^.  P.  DePass (ieneral    January,   18I)b) 

9.  Jas.  P.  DePass.  Entomological   Xotes V])ril,   18!)() 

10.  Jas.  P.  DePas>.  Phos])liate  and  Super])h()sph:ire.Jiilv,  18!)0 

11.  Jas.   P.   DePass General October,   18!)() 

\2.  Jas.  P.  DePass General January  1,  18;)1 

13.  Jas.  P.  DePass General Ajiril,   1891 

14.  Jas.   P.  DePass General July,   18!)1 

15.  Jas.  P.  DePass . Tobacco  and  Its  Cultiyation.Oct.  "l,  1891 

16.  Jas.  P.  DePass.  General  Farm  Groj)s lanuary  1,  1892 

1 :.  Jas.  V.   DePass General April,   1892 

18.  Ja<.  P.  DePass Julv,  1892 

(irasses,  Forage  Plants  and  Tomato  Blight. 

19.  Jas.    P.    Del'ass 'i'obacco October,  1892 

20.  A.  A.  I^ersons.  .  .  .Soil  and  Fertilizers.  .September,  1893 

21.  P.  H.  Rolfs October,  1893 

The  Tomato  and  Some  of  Its  Diseases. 

22.  A.  A.  Persons Fertilizes Xoyemi)er,  1893' 

23.  P.  H.  Kolfs. Insecticides  and  Fungicides. December,  1893 
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Xo.         Author.  Title.  Date. 

"24.  0.    Clute Annual   Eeport January,  1894 

2d.  a.  W.  Bitting,  .Leeches  and  Leech  ins? Sept.,  1(S!)4 

26.  A.   W.   Bitting Big   Head .'...October,  1894 

"27. Pineapple November,  1894 

28.  A.  W.  Bitting December,  1894 

Liver  Flukes — Southern  Cattle  Fever. 

29.  V.  H.  Rolfs The  San  Jose  Scale August,   1895 

30.  F.  B.  Moodie.  .The  Culture  of  Tobacco.  .November,  1895 

31.  P.  PL  Rolfs... Some  Market  Vegetables. Decern bia%  1895 

32.  A.  A.  Persons . Cotton  and  Its  Cultivation.  .J anuarv,  1896 

33.  M.    S.    Moreman.  .  .Orange    Groves February,    1896 

34.  A.  L.   Quaintance.  Insect  Enemies !\rarch,   1896 

35.  0.  Clute ^ Cassava    April,  1896 

36.  A.  L.  Quaintance.  Insects  Injurious  to  Grain. Oct.,  1896 
31".  O.  C^Iute  and  \V.  A.  Marsh. Pinea])ple.  .Xovemi)er,  18!)6 

38.  V.  B.  Moodie.  .  .Tobacco  in  Florida Januarv.   1897 

39.  S.   Powers Strawberries lulv,  1897 

40.  A.  L.  Quaintance. The  Fall  Armv  Worm Jnlv,  1897 

41.  P.  II.  Rolfs The  San  Jose  Scale August,  1S97 

42.  A.  L.  Quaintance. .Some  Sirawberry  Insects.. Aug.,  18!)7 

43.  A.  A.  Persons September,  1897 

A  C^hemical  Stiidv  of  Some  •Tv])ical  Florida  Soils. 

44.  FI.  E.  Stockbridge.  .Cane,  Syrup,  Sugar.  .Jnnuai'y,   1898 

45.  A.   L.  QuainlaiU'(^  .Injurious  Insects Marcli,   1898 

46.  A.  L.  Quaintaiu'c ' July,   1898 

i1ie  Strawberry  Tlirips  and  the  Onion  Thri})s. 
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EAST   FLORIDA  SEMINARY. 

Hon.    Wm.  N.   Sheafs,   State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Dear  Sir — I  herein  submit  the  report  of  the  affairs  of 
East  Florida  Seminary  for  the  two  annual  sessions  ending 
respectively,  June  2,  1897,  and  May  25,  1898. 

SESSION  OF  1896-7 — ENROLLMENT. 

Male  students 50 

Female  students 25 

Resident  students 42 

Noji-residenit , 33 

Students  from  Alachua  county  outside  of  'Gainesville.  .  15 

Students  from  other  Florida  counties 10 

Students  from  other  States. 8 

Total,  excluding  duplicates 75 
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CURRICULUM. 


For  the  session  of  7896-97  the  Board  of  Education 
changed  the  curriculum  'by  dropping  the  lowest  class  of 
the  previous  session  and  adding  one  year  s  higher  work, 
thus  raising  the  grade  of  'the  academic  work;  in  conse- 
quence of  this  there  were  no  graduates  fior  1897.  We  now 
have  a  regular  collegiate  course. 

ACADEMIC    BOARD. 

Edwin  P.  Cater,  A.  M.,  Superintendent;  Mathematics, 
Ancient  Languages. 

Chas.  H.  Cabaniss,  Jr.,  First  iLieutenant  U.  S.  Army 
(retired),  Commandant;  Military  Science,  Mathematics, 
Modern  Languages. 

W.  L.  Floyd  (Graduate  of  South  Carolina  Military 
Academy);  Natural  Science,  Calisthenics. 

L.  A.  Curtis  (University  of  Wiscon'sin);  English  and 
Elocution. 

FINANCES INCOMK. 

January,  1897,  interest  on  bonds $1,750.00 

July,  1897,  interest  on  bonds 1,149.00 

Appropriation  for  1897,  first  six  months 1,000.00 

Seminary  fees 690.00 

$4,589.00 

EXPENSES. 

Salaries,  including  Treasurer $3,300.40 

Janitor  and  Scavenger 240.30 

Insurance 70.00 

Supplies 296.70 

Repairs 102 .  52 

Printing.  .....    72.25 

Miscellaneous 21 .45 

Paid  deficit  of  previous  year 456. 18 

Balance 29.20 

$4,589.00 

SESSION  OF  1897-8 — ENROLLMENT. 

Male  students 43 

Female  students 27 

Resident  students 42 

Non-resident 28 
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Students  from  Alachua  county  outside  of  Gaines^y^ille'. .  8 

Students  from'  other  Florida  counties 15 

Students  from  other  States. . ,: ' 5 

Number  of  graduates  in  class  of  '98 8 

Total,  excluding  duplicates 70 

OURRICtTLUM. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  course  of  study  from  that 
of  previous  year.  A  r-egular  collegiate  course  was  fol- 
lowed. 

ACADEMIC  BOARD. 

Ednvin  P.  Cater,  A.  M.,  Superintendent;  Mathematics, 
Ancient  Languages. 

Chas.  H.  Cabaniss,  Jr.,  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Army  (re- 
tired), Commandant;  tMilitary  Science,  Mathematics,  Mod- 
ern Languages. 

W.  L.  Floyd  (Graduate  of*  South  Carolina  Military 
Academy) ;  Natural  Science,  Calisthenics. 

John  C.  Johnson,  A.  B.,  (University  of  Mississippi); 
English  Language,  Elocution. 

iGeorge  M.  Lynch  (East  Florida  Seminary);  History, 
Arithmetic, 

FI XA  NCES IN  CUM  K. 

Balance  from  previous  year $      29.20 

January  interest  on  bonds i'754-  50 

July  interest  on  bonds 1,149.00 

Appropriation  for  second  six  months  of  1897.  .  .  .    1,250.00 

Appropriation  for  first  six  months  of  1898 1,250.00 

Fees  from  all  sources 845 .  22 

$6,277 .  92 

EXPENSES. 

Salaries,  including  Treasurer's $4,050.00 

Printing 280.08 

Janitor,  scavenger,  etc. 270.05 

Repairs,  supplies,  insurance 1,672.46 

^>alance 5.33 

$6,277.92 

The  appropriation  by  the  Legislature  of  1897  greatly 
advanced  the  work  of  the  Seminary.     Some  much  needed 
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apparatus  was  purchased,   the  barracks  building-  was  re- 
painted and  other  repairs  made. 

The  course  was  raised  one  year  for  the  session  of 
1895-96,  and  again  raised  one  year  for  the  session  of 
1896-97;  this  caused  a  decrease  in  the  attendance  for  the 
time,  but  there  are  already-  enrolled  for  the  session  of 
1898-99  ninety-one  students,  all  doing  work  in  the  regular 
course. 

The  students  from  East  Florida  Seminary  are  found 
in  many  places  of  usefulness  and  responsibility.  Many^ 
officers  and  men  who  responded  to  the  call  of  their  coun- 
try in  the  recen/t  (war  with  Spain  received  their  early  mili- 
tary training  here. 

The  prospect  before  us  is  promising,  teachers  and 
pupils  are  working  diligently,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Leg- 
islature  of  1899  will  continue  the  appropriation  made  by- 
the  preceding  one. 

Very  truly  yours, 

W.  iL.  FLOYD, 
Acting  Superimtendent. 


THE   STATE   SEMINARY  WEST  OF  THE 

SUWANNEE  RIVER. 

Hon.    Wm.  N.   Sheafs,   State  Superintendent  of  PMic  In- 
struction, Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  saibmit 
to  you  the  report  of  the  State  Seminary  West  of  the  Su- 
wannee River  for  the  school  years  of  1896-97  and  1897-98^ 
The  increasing  annual  enrollment,  the  daily  average 
attendance,  the  greater  number  of  students  from  Middle- 
Florida,  the  improvements  of  the  Seminary  property,  all 
indicate  that  this  institution  is  better  known  and  appreci- 
ated, and  that  it  is  growing  in  efficiency  and'  usefulness  as  a 
State  institution  for  higher  learning. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The  enrollment  was  no  in  '95-'96,  in  '96-'97  the  total 
enrollment  was  122,  in  '97"'98  the  register  showed  144  stu- 
dents in  attendance  from  8  Florida  counties  and  5  States. 
Of  this  number  66  were  young  men  and  78  young  women. 
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78  resident  students  and  66  non-residents.  The  enroll- 
ment to  December  of  the  present  college  year  is  138, 
representing  almost  every  county  of  Middle  Florida.  Ere 
this  session  closes  it  is  believed  that  the  register  will  show 
Ihe  greatest  number  of  pupils  enrolled  for  many  years. 

OUR     POriCY. 

The  school  enjoys  a  wholesome  reputation  at  home 
^nd  abroad  for  its  thorough  work  and  for  its  high  standard 
-which  has  ever  ibeen  rigorously  maintained.  While  a  large 
number  of  young  people  have  here  received  a  common 
^English  education  since  '91,  the  institution  has  graduated 
with  degrees  only  20  during  that  time. 

The  temptation  of  numbers  is  hard  to  resist.  The 
Seminary  may  have  thus  far  done  so  even  against  -its  in- 
terests, financially,  especially  if  ever  our  visiting  Legislative 
Committees  were  like  the  law-makers  in  earlier  days  when 
they,  winking  one  eye,  said  to  the  principals,  "Your  suste- 
nance depends  upon  your  register.'^  The  State  created  this 
Institution  for  higher  education.  To  meet  this  end  the  course 
of  study  was  arranged  upon  a  collegiate  basis  and  has 
^ince  gradually  been  raised,  its  requirements  for  gradua- 
tion more  rigorously  enforced,  until  at  present  its  curri- 
culum challenges  comparison  wiith  that  of  any  other  col- 
lege in  the  South.  ' 

We  know  of  no  short  cuts  to  higher  education,  to  hon- 
orable collegiate  degrees,  nor  of  any  hot-house  process 
^whereby  the  young  man  is  aflforded  that  well-rounded 
training  that  will  fit  him  for  eflfective  work,  and  success  in 
the  future.  In  some  sections,  however,  (happily  not  in  Flor- 
ida), there  seem  to  be  many  short  cuts  to  higher  learning 
.and  college  honors;  but  shame  upon  us,  if  we,  yielding  to 
numbers,  so  pull  down  the  honorable  name  erf  college  en- 
deavor to  conceal  quackery  and  thus  invite  the  sarcasm,^ 
criticism  and  condemnation,  and  even  pity,  of  college  men 
and  the  educated  generally  upon  us  and  the  State.  We 
'believe  in  upholding  a  high  stand'ard  of  college  degrees, 
.and  never  confer  them  unless  all  our  requirements  •  have 
been  honestly  and  fairly  complied  with. 

While  it  is  strongly  insisted  upon  that  thoroughness 

l)e  our  watchword,  it  is  also  our  aim  to  emphasize  those 

courses  of  study  which    give  broader  culture,  for  .  in  any 

profession  men  are  needed  who  are  not  merely  equipped 

with  theci-ies  and  their  applications,  but  men  who  are'pre- 
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pared  to  take  their  places  as  active  and  useful  men  in  th 
social  and  political  world.  In  nearly  every  department 
courses  have  been  strengthened  and  advanced,  the  more 
changes  being  made  in  the  departments  of  i^nglish,  Mathe- 
matics and  Science. 

DEGREES— REQUIREMENTS  FOR    ENTRANCE. 

Three  courses  leading  to  three  degrees,  B.  A.,  B.  L., 
or  B.  S.  are  now  oflfered  by  the  College.  Each  course  usu- 
ally requires  four  years  to  complete  it.  For  admission  to 
the  Freshman  class,  in  'the  Bachelor  of  Arts  or  Bachelor  of 
Letters  courses,  the  student  must  show  a  fair  knowledge  of 
descriptive  geography,  U.  S.  history,  English  grammar, 
composition  and  elmentary  rhetoric,  arithmetic,  algebra, 
Latin  grammar  and  four  books  of  Caesar's  Gallic  War,  ele- 
mentary physiology,  botany  and  civil  government. 

The  requirements  for  admission  to  the  Bachelor  of 
Science  course  are  the  same,  save  that  the  candidate  may 
substitute  physica-l  geography,  elementary  physics  and  ele- 
mentary chemistry  for  Latin. 

CURRICULUM. 

The  curriculum  embraces  the  following  subjects:  Eng- 
lish, mathematics,  including  the  calculus,  Greek  and  Latin, 
taught  during  four  years  respectively;  history,  biology, 
French,  German  and  Spanish  (after  this  year),  two  years; 
and  elocution,  psychology  and  logic,  political  science  and* 
constitutional  history,  geology  and  astronomy,  physics  and 
chemistry  for  one  year  each. 

THE  NEW  B.  S.  COURSE. 

This  might  well  be  called  the  "Scientific  year  in  the 
history  of  the  Seminary,"  for  the  B.  S.  course  is  offered  for 
the  first  time  this  year._  The  changes  and  improvements  in 
the  line  of  science  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  H.  E.  Bierly 
(Princeton  and  Harvard)  have  been  many  and  more  than 
have  been  stated  in  the  catalogue.  The  following  is  a  brief 
account  of  the  course  offered  this  year : 

In  the  'Freshman  year,  biology  is  studied,  in/  which 
the  first  half  of  the  ydar  is  mostly  given  to  dlssectiaig  some 
of  the  typical  forms  of  animals,  and  in  the  second  half  dis- 
secting is  continued  and  lectures  are  g^ven  on  anatomy 
mostly  based  on  the  student^s  practical  work.  The  student 
is  taught  how  to  handle  the  microscope  amd  prepare  speci- 
mens for  microscopic  examination.  Marshall  and  Hurst^s 
Practicar  Biology  is  mainly  followed.     In  the  Sophomore 
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year  biology  is  continuedv.  consisting  of  more  •  mintite  dis- 
secting of  a  few  principal  forms  of  animal  and  pliant  life, 
following  special  works  on  animals,  accompanied  by  lect- 
ures on  the  history  of  biology,  general  morphology  and 
physiology,  embryology,  relations  of  animals  to  one  an.- 
other,  animal  and  plant,  etc.  Chemistry,  Remsen's  organic 
and  inorganic,  is  studied,  and  besides  lectures  and  recita- 
tions there  is  required  six  hours'  laboratory  work  per  week. 
In  the  Junior  year  embryology  (Balfour),  histology  and  ad- 
vanced physiology  (Kirk,  Howell,  etc.)  are  studied  durin'g 
the  entire  year,  most  of  the  time  being  given  to  laboratory 
work  with  lectures.  Physics,  practical  and  theoretical 
(Gage's  Principles  and  Ames  and  Barker's)  is  taken,  most 
of  the  work  is  practice  in  the  laboratory;  recitations  and 
lectures  are  also  required.  In  the  Senior  year  geology  (Le- 
Conte's  larger  work)  with  field  work;  second  term  as'bron- 
omy  and  analytical  chemistry  are  studied.  Besides  the 
courses  herein  mentioned  and  those  in  the  catalogue,  ad- 
vanced histology,  advanced  physiology,  neurology,  medical 
chemistry,  physiological  botany,  electricity  may  be  studied. 
Having  three  distinct  laboratories  for  biology,  chemis- 
try and  physics,  students  now  have  good  facilities  and  op- 
portunities to  prepare  themselves  for  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, dentistry,  pharmacy,  nursing,  or  for  teaching  the  sci- 
ences in  the  High  Schools  of  the  State.  While  this  is  one 
of  the  objects  of  the  scientific  course,  our  motto  here,  as 
in  all  the  courses,  is  ^'Formation  Primarily,  Information 
Secondarily."  Appreciation  of  this  new  course  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  nearly  hialf  the  Freshman  class  elected  it  this 
year. 

LABORATORIES. 

The  laboratories  have  t)een  much  improved  within  the 
last  two  years.  The  biological,  histological  laborratory  has 
been  established  and  equipped  with  the  necessary  chemi- 
cals and  apparatus.  It  is  well  supplied  with  Leitz  micro- 
scopes, with  Minot's  new  automatic  microtome,  several 
thousand  mounted  slides  in  animal  and  vegetable  histology. 
The  chemicals  and  apparatus  are  mostly  imported.  It  is 
also  well  supplied  with  the  very  best  American  and  foreign 
works  of  reference,  with  charts,  tables,  water  works,  cases, 
and  with  everything  that  is  necessary  for  class  use  and 
original  investigation.  Students  and  friends  qf  the  Semi- 
nary are  presenting  it  with  animal  and  vegetable  life  for 
laboratory  and  preserving  purposes. 


To  the  dieniical  laboratory  has  been  made  additional 
tables,  shelves,  gas  fixtures,  chemicals,  eveirything  that  is 
necessary  on  the  part  of  the  students  for  laboratory  work 


in  inorganic,  organic  and  analytical  chemistry.  The  phy- 
sical laboratory  hes  aho  ^eeei^■^d  =ev:ra!  important  addi- 
tions, namely;  A  new  aiir-pnmp,  batteries,  a  dynamo,  ice 
machine  2nd  acoustic,  optic  and  smaller  electric  apparatus. 
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students'  societies. 


In  oonnection  with  the  department  of  science  the  Nat- 
ural Hiistory  Association  was  organized.  The  aim  of  this 
Association  is  to  create  among  its  members  a  genuine  taste 
•  for  the  objects  of  nature,  and  a  desire  to  do  practical  work 
and  to  make  individual  investigations.  The  meetings  are 
held  fortnightly  during  the  year. 

The  two  literary  societies,  one  for  young  men  and  one 
for  yOiUng  women,  train  their  members  in  expressing  them- 
selves! with  ease  and  fluency,  develop  logical  and  concise 
thinking,  and  are  of  great  advantage  in  the  promotion  of 
•ease  before  an  audience,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  expe- 
rience in  parliamentary  proceedings. 

THE    SUB-COLLEGIATE    DEPARTMENT. 

By  good  authority  it  has  been  said  that  Southern  col- 
leges cannot  in  the  present  co-nditions  maintain  a  proper 
standard  for  admision  to  the  Freshman  class,  and  most  of 
them  have  preparatory  departments  to  meet  the  needs  of 
young  men  of  meagre  opportunities  at  home,  or  who  have 
iDeen  irregularly  prepared  for  college.  Conditions  in  our. 
own  State  seem  to  confirm  this  statement,  for  not  many  of 
our  public  schools  no-w  prepare  any  considerable  number 
for  college.  This,  of  course,  is  not  altogether  due  to  the 
age  of  our  splendid  school  system,  but  in  many  cases 
sparse^iess  of  papulation,  poverty  and  other  causes  prevent 
^ood  s<chool  facilities.  Hence  in  Florida  every  public  or 
private  school,  running  upon  a  collegiate  basis,  maintains 
its  preparatory,  or  sub-collegiate  department. 

The  preparatory  department,  or  the  High  School,  of 
the  Seminary  is  a  self-imposed  burden  assumed  at  no  addi- 
tional expense  to  the  (State.  The  three  organized  grades 
of  the  sub^ollegiate  department  enable  us  to  disseminate 
more  widely  the  advantages  of  the  Seminary,  and  its  ad- 
vantages are  brought  within  the  reach  of  many,  who,  from 
causes  beyond  their  control,  have  not  the  requisite  prepara- 
tion to  enter  its  collegiate  classes,  and  makes  the  Element- 
ary training  of  those  who  come  to  us  as  thorough  as  pos- 
sible and  in  unison  with  our  methods. 

The  time  usually  required  to  complete  the  High  'School 
courses  embraces  three  years.  The  curriculum  includes 
thorough  training  in  every  branch,  in  which  teachers  are 
required  to  be  examined  for  first  grade  certificates,  besides 
two  years'  training    in  Latin,  botany,  elementary    physics 
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snd  chemistry  and  a  practical  and  thorough  course  in  book- 
Iceeping  and  commercial  law.  Hence  it  can  be  seen  that 
"this  department  is  somewhat  well-rounded  and  complete  in 
itself,  for  it  furnishes  a  fairly  good  English  education  to 
those  who  for  lack  of  means  or  time  cannot  enter  the  col- 
legiate department.  High  School  diplomas  are  awarded  to 
those  who  complete  the  business  or  the  classical  course  of 
the  High  School. 

LIBRARY. 

While  the  Library  of  the  Seminary  is  yet  small,  it  con- 
tains many  of  the  most  valuable  and  necessary  works  of 
reference,  and  is  also  a  depository  for  the  public  documents 
from  Washington.  Many  of  these  government  publications 
are  useful  and  are  often  consulted  by  our  students.  Besides, 
our  teachers  and  students  have  access  to  the  University 
Library  which  occupies  a  building  conveniently  situated  for 
most  of  the  places  of  residence.  ^The  reading  hall  is  kept 
open  during  the  day,  and  the  librarian  is  in  constant  ser- 
A^ice.  This  library  contains  several  thousand  very  excellent 
Jbooks,  and  a  copious  current  periodical  literature. 

BUILDIXG. 

The  college  building  has  recently  been  put  in  a  most 
excellent  condition,  and,  with  the  twelve  large  rooms,  in- 
deluding  the  four  large  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated  study 
lialls,  it  is  ample  and  well  adapted  to  our  present  needs.  It 
occupies  a  high  elevation  overlooking  the  city.  This  situ- 
:ation,  with  its  fourteen  acres  of  most  charming  grounds, 
renders  the  location  of  the  Seminary  one  of  the  most  beau- 
•tiful  in  Florida. 

OUR    GREAT  NEED. 

The  paramount  question  in  every  civilized  country  is 
the  education  of  her  citizens.  With  us  this  question  rests 
;almost  entirely  with  our  legislators.  Our  youth  must  be 
^iducated;  the  higher  institutions  musit  be  maintained  to 
lead  the  subordinate  schools  and  to  supply  men  and  women 
to  teach  the  children  of  the  masses.  Other  states  have  their 
well  equipped  colleges  and  liberal  appropriations  for  pub- 
lic education.  Who  will  dare  say  that  our  boys  and  girls 
;are  not. the  equals  of  thos;e  of  other  (States?  Not  one  too 
xnany  schools  for  higher  education  does  out  State  support. 
-All  are  \vorth  exceedingly,  yea,  immeasurably  more,  to  the 
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State  than  they  have  cost  our  people.  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Harris^ 
U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Education,  has  proved  by  statds- 
tics  'that  the  average  daily  earnings  per  capita  has  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  education  of  the  people;  that  educa- 
tion is  individual  capital;  that  the  education,  oi  the  youth 
of  any  state  results  directly  in  the  produ'Ction  o£  material 
wealth  for  that  State. 

Backed  by  these  reasons,  we  frankly  ask  for  better  ac- 
commodations for  our  students  who  come  from  a  distance^ 
The  Seminary  West  of  the  Suwannee  Jliver  is  the  only  one- 
of  the  State  institutions  that  has  not  been  provided  with 
funds  for  a  dormitory,  but  notwithstanding  this  impediment 
which  places  her  on  an  unequal  footing  with  her  sister  in- 
stitutions, in  increased  enrollment  she  hias  outstripped  other 
schools  which  more  fortunate  have  been  properly  accorded 
this  favor. 

The  lofty  and  noble  motive  of  the  State  in  assuming 
the  role  of  educator  is  to  open  the  doors  of  learning  to  the 
masses?  to  place  within  the  reach  of  every  deserving  youths 
however  poor  he  be,  educational  advantages  that  he  would 
not  otherwise  have.  Looking  to  .this  end  the  State  has  at 
no  little  expense  equipped  the  Seminary  to  subserve  pri- 
marily those  who  have  small  means,  but  we  believe  that  it 
is  only  by  means  of  a  dormitory  where  board,  fuel  and  light 
may  be  had  at  actual  cost  and  where  students  can  be  sub- 
jected to  wholesome  supervision,  that  the  Seminary  can 
best  diffuse  its  benefits  among  the  masses  of  deserving 
youth  of  this  section  against  many  of  whom  for  the  lack 
of  a  dormitory  the  doors  of  the  institution  are  at  present 
barred. 

We  would  not  ask  the  State  to  place  her  funds  where 
they  would  not  subserve  the  great  interests  of  the  people. 
So  we  do  hope  this  matter  of  dormitory  will  be  given  con- 
sideration to  the  end  that  the  Seminary  may  be  placed  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  other  State  institutions,  and  so  better 
serve  the  interests  of  the  people  for  whom  the  school  was 
established. 

THE  FACULTY. 

Our  faculty  consists  of  six  able  and  experienced  teach- 
er^. It  is  a  policy  of  the  Board  to  erriploy  no  one  to  teach 
who  is.not  a  graduate  of  some  college  or  university  of  good, 
reputation  and  recognized  high  standing.  Following. are 
the  names  of  the  teachers  with  the  name  of  the  in<stitut£oa 
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5ram  -which  eadi  graduated,  and  the  work  assigned  to  each 
-^n  the  Seminarv : 

A.  A.  iMurphree,  President,  (University  of  Xashville, 
Peabodj  Normal  College);  Mathematics  and  Astronomy. 
Elizabeth  Bangs  (University  of  Michigan);  Latin  and 
Prench. 

.Mallie  Dyer,  (Arkansas  University,  Special,  University 
•of  Chicago);  English,  German  and  Elocution. 

'W.  S,  Whiteman,  Jr.,  (Vanderbilt  University,  Special 
•  course.  University  of  Virginia) ;  Greek  and  Philosophy. 

•    J.  F,  Knight,  (University  of  Xashville);  Histo«ry  and 
Political  Science, 

H.  E.  Bierlv,  (Princeton  and  Harvard);  Physical  Sci- 
ence  and  Biology, 

RECEIPTS   AXI)   EXPENDITURES. 

Our  income  and  expenses  for  the  last  two  scholastic 
j'ears  were  in  general  as  follows: 

1896,  Receipts.  Expendi- 

tures. 

-July   I.  Balance $       61 .80 

Westcott  Estate 1,000.00 

1st.  Xat.  Bk.  Tallahassee  .  .      1,050.00 
Rent  (Seminary  Bldg).    ..  60.00 

State  appropriation 1,149.00 

Incidental  fees 555- 00 

Salaries 2,532 .  50 

State  Savings  Bank 900,00 

1st.  Xat.  Bk.  Tallahassee  .  .  183.90 

Incidentals 240.27 

Totals $3,875.80     $3,856.67 

^897 — Semi- An.  Int.'State  Fund.  .$  2,933.50 

Westcott  Estate 700.00 

1st.  Nat.  'Bk.  Tallahassee  . .     1,700.00 
Rent  (Seminary  Bldg)  100.00 

Stiate  appropriation 2,000.00 

Incidental  fees 930.00 

Salaries 4,981 .25 

1st.  Nat.  Bk.  Tallahassee  .  .  2,750.00 

Incidental 340.71 

Westcott  Fund 403.99 


i: 


Totals $12,239.30    $12,332.62 
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1898— Semi-An.  Int.  State  Fund.  .  1,769.5a 

Westcott  Estate 500.00 

Rent  (Seminary  BMg)  ....  50.00 

State  appropriation 2,000.00 

Incidental  fees 417.50 

Salaries 4,225.00- 

Incidentals 284. 7& 

July  I.  Totals  to  date $16,976.30     $16,842.40- 

Balance  on  hand 133.9a 

$16,976.30     $16,976.30 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  State  appropriates  only 
two  thousiand  dollars  annually  to  the  support  of  .the  Semi- 
nary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  A.  MURPHR'Ej:^, 

President. 
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STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

De  Funiak  Springs. 

Hon.   Wm.  N.   S heats,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, Tallahassee,  Fla, 

Dear  Sir: — 

The  statistical  report  which  I  shall  submit  to  you  is- 
necessarily  incomplete  for  the  reason  that  the  information 
desired  for  the  greater  part  of  the  biennial  period  has  never 
come  into  my  possession. 

I  began  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my  position  the  fir^t 
of  September,  1897,  and  can  report  definitely  for  only  the  re- 
maining ten  months,  from  Sept.  i,  1897  to  June  30,  1898. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

During  this-  time  the  disbursements  were  as  follows: 

Teachers  salaries $4,300.00 

Janitor 65.90 

Insurance 120.00 

Apparatus 10.07 

Reference  books 50.90 

Miscellaneous  labor 12.4a 

Freight  and  express 4-3^ 
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Postage... 43-05 

Printing 71-2^ 

Repairs 74-ii 

Fuel IS.7S 

Sundry  incidentals ^3-7^ 

Old  accounts 45-5^ 

Total 4.877-12: 

The  appropriation  had  been  so  much  reduced  by  the- 
unusual  expense-s  of  the  previous  scholastic  year  as  lo  ne- 
cessitate the  most  rigid  economy  in  order  to  meet  all  ex- 
penses with  the  remainder  of  the  funds,  and  $66.65  re- 
ceived from  tuition  of  non-resident  students,  rents,  etc.  In 
this,  however,  we  succeeded  and  began  the  work  of  1898-99 
free  from  debt,  with  the  entire  appropriation  of  $6,000  to 
our  credit. 

CHANGES. 

During  the  year  1897-98  several  important,  and,  w^  be- 
lieve, wise  changes  were  made  by  order  of  the  State  Board 
of  Education.  The  requirements  for  admission,  both  as  to 
age  and  as  to  scholarship  were  considerably  raised,  so  that 
each  applicant  must  be  (i)  sixteen  years  of  age,  (2)  the 
holder  of  an  unexpired  (Florida)  teacher's  certificate,  or  be 
able  to  pass  an  examination  equal  to  that  required  by  the 
State  for  a  certificate  of  the  lowesit  grade.  These  require- 
ments have  been  adhered  to.  The  result  was  a  smaller  at- 
tendance, but  a  healthier  condition  of  the  school.  But  that 
the  loss  was  mainly  local  is  plainly  shown  by  the  fact  that 
the  seventy-seven  students  enrolled  in  1897-98  represented 
two  counties  more  in  Florida  (besides  two  in  Alabama)  than 
were  represented  by  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  stu- 
dents in  attendance  on  May  i8th  of  the  previous  y'ear. 

We  have  endeavored  to  place  the  Normal  School  on  a 
strictly  professional  basis  (and  we  believe  we  have  suc- 
ceeded) that  it  may  accomplish  the  specific  results  for  which 
it  w^as  established.  With  the  present  requirements  for  ad- 
mission, it  is  within  the  reach  of  all  who  will  strive  hard 
enough  in  the  common  schools  to  prepare  themselves  for 
entering.  Yet  it  does  not  undertake  to  do  the  work  which 
properly  belongs  to  the  public  schools  and  can  be  done 
much  cheaper  by  them. 

The  standard  for  admission  now  is  low  compared  with 
that  of  many  States,  but    is  as    high  as  the    conditions  in 
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Florida  at  present  justify.  This  renders  ^  comparatively 
long  course  of  study  (four  years)  imperative,  in  order  for 
students  who  enter  the  lowest  grade  to  acquire  a  respecta- 
ble degree  of  scholarship  and  skill  before  graduation. 

We  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  instruction 
in  Pedagogy,  or  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching,  as  it 
is  often  called,  is  as  thoroughly  and  systematically  pursued 
bv  all  our  students  as  anv  other  branch  that  we  teach.  We 
have  no  "irregular"  nor  "special"  students.  The  purposes 
of  the  institution,  as  we  understand  them,  make  it  necessary- 
for  the  full  course,  both  literary  and  professional,  to  be  pur- 
sued by  every  one  who  attends,  because  our  presumption  is 
that  all  are  preparing  to  teach. 

Of  the  seventv-seven  students  enrolled  last  vear,  fiftv- 
one  per  cent,  of  them  held  unexpired  Florida  cer- 
tificates; the  average  previous  experience  of  each  student  as 
teacher  was  9.85  months;  and  their  ages  ranged  from  six- 
teen to  thirty-three  years,  the  average  being  nineteen  and 
a  half  vears. 

In  September  1897,  at  my  request,  the  State  Board  of 
Education  appointed  Mr.  W.  L.  Cawthon,  a  well-known 
business  man,  local  treasurer  to  collect  and  account  for  all 
moneys  paid  for  tuition,  rent,  etc.  His  receipts  have  been 
kept  in  my  ofifice  and  his  reports  to  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation through  me,  have  tallied  with  the  =^ame.  Every  cent 
due  th-e  Normal  School  for  tuition,  rent,  breakage,  etc.,  was 
collected  and  accounted  for. 

Finding  that  the  school  was  net  as  well  known  as  it 
should  be,  the  faculty  began  the  publication  of  an  eight 
page  quarterly  paper.  The  State  Normal  'Messenger,  in 
March  1898,  and  has  since  maintained  it  without  expense 
to  the  State.  At  least  six  thousand  copies  are  now  mailed 
regularly  each  March,  June,  September  and  December. 
Much  other  advertising  has  been  done. 

THE     FACULTY. 

The  faculty  of  the  Normal  School  is  composed  entirely 
of  teachers  who  have  not  only  had  long  experience  in  the 
school  room,  but  avho  have  been  trained  as  professional 
teachers  in  some  of  the  best  normal  schools  in  this  coun- 
try, thereby  giving  them  peculiar  fitness  for  their  work. 

THE  COURSE  OF   STUDY. 

The  entire  course  of  study  covers  a  period  of  four  years 
of  eight  months  each.     The  branches  taught  embrace  all 
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those  required  for  County  or  State  Certificates,  and  a  few 
others,  besides  the  full  professional  course  which  begins 
with  Page's  Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching  in  Olass  D, 
includes  psychology  and  its  application  to  educational  prob- 
lems, and  ends  with  a  j>ractical  study  of  the  history  of  ed- 
ucation, in  the  senior  class.  In  the  lower  classes  the  com- 
mon school  branches  are  studied  in  a  thoroughly  compre- 
hensive mianner  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  prospective 
teachers  something  more  than  the  ordinary  knowledge  of 
them. 

BUILDINGS. 

Our  buildings,  though  not  so  costly  as  those  of  many 
older  institutions,  are  in  good  condition,  and  are  well  ar- 
ranged. The  accompanying  cuts  give  a  fairly  good  idea  of 
them.    The  location  could  not  be  more  healthful. 

EQUIPMENTS. 

With  only  one  line  of  work  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
Normal  School  should  have  as  much  in  the  way  of  appli- 
ances as  a  university,  with  its  many  departments.  How- 
ever, for  the  single  course  which  it  proposes  to  give,  it  is 
fairly  well  equipped.  It  has  charts  for  use  in  teaching  all 
of  the  ordinary  branches;  also  special  ones  for  vocal  music, 
penmanship,  primary  geography  and  physiology;  good  maps 
and  globes,  and  a  tellurian ;  files  of  newspapers  and  period- 
icals; reference  books,  atlases,  ancient  and  modern;  appara- 
tus for  illustrating  the  elementary  principles  of  physics;  a 
laboratory  well  equipped  for  the  course  in  chemistry,  and 
some  zoological  specimens. 

For  physical  exercise  indoors,  dumb  bells;  for  out-door 
exercise,  a  horizontal  bar,  trapeze  and  rings. 

A  RECOMMENDATION. 

Aside  from  a  liberal  appropriation  for  ordinary  purpos- 
es, I  shall  make  only  one  recommendation,  i.  e.,  that  the 
State  provide  one  continuous  free  scholarship  from  each 
county,  to  be  given  for  two  years  to  the  eligible  applicant 
appointed  by  the  County  Superintendent  and  Board  of 
Public  Instruction. 

There  are  many  reasons  which  I  will  offer  at  the  proper 
*^'me  for  this  recommendation,  and  I  trust  that  the  Legis- 
•jatUrc -may  adopt  it. 

The  expense  of  maintaining  such  scholarships  would  be 
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•very  small  in  con>paFk>on  to  the  vast- good  they  would  ac- 
complish.   This  would  insure  a  thorough  course  of  training 
to  at  least  one  of  the  best  teachers  in  each  county.     Every 
two  years  these  would  return     to  their  respective  counties 
■qualified  for  the  duties  of  educational  leadership,  and  suf- 
liiciently  infused  with  the  professional     spirit  for  the  entire 
State  to  feel  the  invigorating  influences  of  the  advanced  ed- 
ucational thought  for  which     this     instituion     necessarily 
stands.    Teaching  rightly  considered  is  a  profession  really 
more  difficult  than  that  of  law  or  medicine.    The  malprac- 
tice is  even  more  disastrous — alas,  more  common — -but  the 
effects  being  less  understood  are  less  appreciated  by  the 
public.    That  Florida  needs  a  strong  corps  of  well-equipped 
pioneers  in  this  great  w"ork    of  uplifting  the  entire    public 
.:school  system  is  readily  shown  by  the  fact  that  of  the  1,929 
white  teachers  in  the  State  in>  1896  there  were  only  305,  or 
about  15  per  cent,  'who  had  received  "some  normal  train- 
ing." This  "normal  training,"  too,  in    most    instances,  no 
doubt  referred  to  only  a  few  weeks  spent  in  a  Teachers' 
Summer  School. 

Judging  from  the  effects  of  such  movements,  both  in 
this  country  and  Europe,  during  the  whole  of  this  century, 
l)eginning  with  Pestalozzi,  the  professional  teacher  has  been 
a  teacher  of  teachers  as  well  as  of  schools.  Everywhere  his 
.superior  zeal  and  clearer  understanding  of  school  problems 
have  enabled  him  to  extend  his  influence  through  a  larger 
.sphere  than-  could  the  ordinary  teacher.  In  my  conver- 
sations and  correspondence  I  have  found  an  abundance  of 
.suitable  material — young  men  and  women  of  the  woitbiest 
type,  possessing  the  desire,  the  ability,  the  energy — every- 
thing but  the  financial  means  of  nuaintaining  themselves 
here  long  enough  at  a  time  to  properly  qualify  themselves. 
Let  Florida  lend  a  helping  hand  in  the  way  of  moderate 
scholarship  assistance,  and  in  a  few  years  the  happy  results 
will  be  apparent  throughoui-  the  entire  State. 

Respectfullv  submitted, 

C.  L.  HAYES, 
i  Ir'rincipaL 
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STATE  NORMAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  COL- 
LEGE FOR  COLORED  STUDENTS. 

Hon,   Win,  N.   ShcatSy  State  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
stniction,  Tallahassee,  Fla, 

Dear  Sir: — 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  biennial  report  of 
the  work  and  condition  of  The  Florida  State  Normal  and 
Industrial  College  for  Colored  Students,  for  the  scholastic. 
year  1897-98. 

The  material  welfare  of  the  insti-tution  has  never  been, 
in  better  shape  than  during  the  year  last  past.  All  Depart-^ 
ments  under  strong  and  competent  hands,  are  held  well  in 
hand,  and  working  to  a  harmonious  whole.  A  'friendly 
spirit  of  rivalry  seems  to  inspire  instructors  with  desire  tc^ 
achieve  the  highest  results  for  the  betterment  of  the  charge 
committed  to  them. 

To  this  end  every  healthy  incentive  which  can  quicken 
life  and  energy  into  the  work,  is  invoked;  newest  plans  and 
methods,  suggested  by  scholarship  and  experience,  are 
freely  applied  to  obtain  the  best  results  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible time.  Impelled  by  such  inspiring  aims,  scholars  have 
done  better  work  and  have  constantly  sought  to  improve 
on  the  attainments  of  each  preceding  term. 

While  there  has  been  no  special  addition-  to  the  cur- 
riculum, new  adjuncts  to  studies,  in  keeping  with  the  sched- 
ule of  the  course  and  the  capacity  of  the  situdents,  have  been 
injected  into  certain  departments  to  round  oflf  the  scholar- 
ship. A  system  of  judicious  grading,  from  Model  School 
to  Senior  Normal,  begins  to  show  its  marked  effect  in  the 
facility  with  which  pupils  acquire,  and  teachers  impart,  in- 
struction. 

Theories  in  teaching  have  ibeen  daily  illustrated  in  the 
higher  undergraduate  classes,  while  a  practical  application! 
of  them  in  the  Training  Department  forms  a  part  of  the 
routine  work  of  the  Junior  and  Senior  Normal  Classes. 

INDUSTRIAL     DEPARTMENT. 

The  Industrial  Annexes  made  a  decided  advancement 
on  previous  years.  Owing  to  the  unusual  drouth  our  ex- 
periment and  agricultural  efforts 'were,  in  part,  failures;  and 
while  this  is  quite  so  of  corn,  our  oats  and  rye  -were  per- 
haps uneq.ualed  in  this  county.    The  horticultural  work  this 
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year  more  than  makes  amends  for  last  year's  loss,  as  the 
garden  is  simply  a  marvel  of  vegetable  excellence. 

The  Department  of  Domestic  Economy  graduated 
thirteen  girls  whose  diplomas  were  awarded  them  by  His 
Excellency,  the  Governor.  Samples  of  their  mastery  in  the 
cuiiinary  art,  and  in  the  different  grades  of  needle  work,  were 
placed  under  the  inspection  of  His  Excellency  and  the 
^gentlemen  in  his  train.  About  six  will  complete  the  same 
course  the  present  year. 

MKCllANK'AL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Mechanical  Department  has  been,  and  is  in  a  most 
:satisfactory  condition.  -Under  the  supervision  of  the  teacher 
in  that  branch  of  industry,  eight  young  men,  the  most  of 
whom,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  had  only  had  the  benefit  of  the 
traininir  in  the  mechanical  hall,  constructed  a  two-story  six- 
teen room  addition  to  the  Bovs'  Dorniitorv  at  a  cost  of 
$9r)().0o  for  niaiorinl  alone.  To  a  layman,  the  work  is  not 
onlv  attractive  but  creditable,  and  had  it  been  performed  by 
a  contractor  and  buihler,  the  house  would  have  cost  eonsid- 
erai)le  more.  This  practical  feature  of  the  department  is  a 
fair  test  of  the  thoroughness  which  underlies  the  training  in 
the  elements  of  whatever  is  taught.  While  the  school  does 
not  pretend  to  teach  trades,  as  such,  the  knowledge  .of  fun- 
damental principles  in  the  possession  of  an  educated  mind 
-can  evolve  wondrous  results. 

Our  students  are  sent  forth  primarily  to  be  masters  in 
the  school  room;  but  if^either  from  inclination  or  otherwise 
thev  should  choose  to  earn  a  livelihood  in  other  than  an  in- 
tellectual  pursuit,  they  will  be  assured  of  a  reasonable  suc- 
•cess. 

A  remarkable  interest  in  education  has  been  awakened 
anK)ng  the  colored  people  of  the  state,  induced  in  large  part 
-by  report  of  the  good  work  being  done  in  this  institution- 

ENTIRE  EXPENSE  FOR  SCHOLASTIC  YEAR. 

The  very  moderate  expense  of  seventy-three  ($73)  dol- 
lars, covering  every  reasonable  item  of  expenditure,  such  as 
board,  room,  fuel,  light  and  washing  for  boys,  and,  except- 
ing the  latter,  the  same  for  girls;  a  knowledge  of  tne  rig^d, 
but  kindly  training  in  morals  and  other  features  of  a  well- 
ordered  life — all  these  have  begotten  a  regard  for  the  insti- 
tution far  bevond'its  facilities  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
race  seeking  to  avail  itself  of  the  opportunities  presented  for 
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education.  Calls  for  catalogues  and  iniorma:ion  relative  to 
the  school  have  been  a  heavy  draught  on  our  rime  and  post- 
age, and  yet  there  is  no  end  to  the  piteous  appeal  of  parents 
to  send  their  children  to,  and  earnest  young  people  to  enter, 
the  institution. 

KliUIFMK-NT  WHOLLY  INADKliLATE. 

The  serious  thought  is,  can  the  State  see  its  way  clear  to 
justify  it  to  invest  enough  in  this  institution  so  as  to  broadly 


equip  it  to.  meet  the  pressing  demand  on  its  usefulness.  In- 
stead of  providing  for  only  two-huiwjr^.pddyouth.the  num- 
ber enrolled  last  session,  would  it  not  be  better  economy  to 


lish.means  and  apnHancies  for  jhree  or.four  hundred  chil- 
li, since  on  their  part,  the  parents  are  williTig  to  make  the 
essary  sacrifice  to  give  the  State  an  intelligent  and  dear- 
;  class  of  citizens?  Five  or  six  thousand  dollars yearlyis  a 
ap  safeguard  for  the  public  peace,  tranqu'illity  and  gen- 
1  welfare.     These  are  simple  liints  I  venture  to  set  forth  ■ 


ire  the  powers  that  be,  and  especially  before  '  those  who 
imand  the  contents  of  the'stroiSg  box  of  t'lie  Sjate^  May 
r  patriotisni  be  strong  enough  to_rise  to  the  iiecessity  of 
txicasion!  "   '        ''  "''""   ''''"[  ."..'■■ 

The  (inrls'  Dormitory  needs  to  be  complefed.,'-' At  this 
ing,  about  sixty  are  packed  into  this  bulMing  vvhich  was 
nded,  on  completion,  to  contain  only  forty-five. 
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We  need  a  ootta!ee  as  amiex  to  the  Girl's  Hall,  to  be 
irsed  for  the  sick  and  the  overflow  of  numbers. 

The  following  is  the  roll  of  the  institution  by  courses: 

LITKRAKV. 

Males    Females    Total 

Normal  Det)^ftment. .  '. . : i  i.  2 

Preparatory  Department 3  14  17 

Academic  Department. .    : . . .    ....    . , . .  36  75  in 

Intermediate  Department 12  ,      ^9  41 

Model  School :'^: 16  31  47 

Total  Enrollment 68  150  218 

INDUSTRIAL    COURSE. 

Agricultural  Department 16  16 

Mechanical  Department 15  15 

Dairying  Department 5  51          56 

Printing  Department 3  3 

Domestic  Science  Department 57         57 

Totals 39       108       147 

Twenty  nine  counties  were  represented.  *  One  hundred 
and  fifteen  studems  came  from  Leon,  the  remaining  one 
hundred  and'  tlixee 'from -the  other  counties,  excepting  one 
from  Washington,  D.  C. 

FINAKCIAJ. —  RKCEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand,  July  i,  1896 $  1,188.08 

From  Morrill  Bill  Fund,  July  9,  1896 11,000.00 

From  Morrill  Ball  Fund,  July  19,  1897 11,500.00 

Total $23,688.08 

State  Appropriation  in  1897 5,000.00 

Grand  total $28,688.08 

Expenditures  of  State  Appropriation. 

Purchase  oi  57  acres  erf  land $2,200.00 

Rent  of  above  for  3^  years  previous 399.00 

Material  for  addition  to  Boys'  Dormitory 956.05 

Annex  to  Redtation  Hall  (part  payment) 600.00 

Insurance  of  property 530.00 

Balance  oh  hand,  July  i,  1898 314*95 

Total .$5,000.00 
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MOKRII.L  BILL  FUND    -KXPENDITL'KES. 

Salaries  and  incidental  expenses  for  1896-97. . .  .$11,754.68 

Salaries  and  imcidental  expenses  for  1897-98. . . .    11,828.65 

Balance  oh  band,  July  1,  1898. 104.75 


Total $23;688.o8 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  a  mournful  refer"--**" 
ence  to  the  passing  away  of  my  lafe  associate  and  first  as- 
sistant. Prof.  T.  V.  Gibbs.  In  many  respects,  he  was  a 
man  of  rare  qualities.  Faithful  to  duty,  lindefatigable  in 
vsrork  and  loyal  to  the  best  interesfts  of  the  race  with  which 
he  was  identified;  he  consecrated  his  best  energies  to  the 
welfare  of  the  institution  in  which  he  held  so  consipicuous 
•a  position.  Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  De  S.  Tucker, 

President. 


INSTITUTE    FOR    THE    DEAF    AND  THE 

BLIND. 

Hon.   JVm,  N.  SheatSy  State  Stiperintendait  of  Public  In- 
struciiofiy  Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Dear  Sir — 'I  herewith  present  a  report  of  the  Institute 
iox  the  Blirtd, -Deaf' and  'Diimb  for  the  two  year^' beginning 
July  I,  1^96,  arid  ending  June  30,  1898.  --.     - 

My  connection  with  the  Institute  began  in  February, 

1897,  when  I  was  elected  to  fill  the  place  of  my  lamented 

predecessor  Mr.  H.  N.  Felkel,  who  died  February  11,  1897. 

I  found  the  following  corps  of  teachers : 

Teacher  of  Articulation,  Miss  Mesa  Barnes. 

Teacher  of  Deaf,  Miiss  F.  Burr  Way. 

Teacher  of  Printing,  Alfred  L.  Kent. 

Teacher  of  Carpentry,  Lorenzo  G.  Thompson. 

Teacher  of  Blind  Pupils,  <Miss  Mary  P.  Holland. 

Negro  Department,  Miss  Florida  M.  Walker,  Teacher. 

EWSOLLMKNT  FOR  THE   SCHOLASTIC  YEAR  1896-97. 

White. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Deaf  Pupils i8  i6  34 

Blind  Pupils 4  3  7 

Tptal  White. 41 
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Males.  Females.  TotaL 

Deaf  Pupils 4  ,7.       ii 

Blind  Pupils I  i 

Total  Xegro 12 

The  total  enrollment  of  both  races,  53. 

During  the  year  preceding  my  takang  charge  in  Feb- 
ruary, one  died  and  four  withdrew^  making  an  attendance 
of  48  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

ATTENDANCE  BY  CQUNTIES. 

Alachua 8 

Baker I 

Brevard - 5 

Colum«bia 4 

Dade 5 

DeSoto .' 2 

Duval I 

Escambia.   ...   '. ." . . .  i.  i 

iGadsden , z 

Hillsboro 3 

Holmes 2' 

Jackson 3 

;  Jeflferson ; ^ i 

..   .,         Marion.. 2^ 

Nassau .   . . ., :r  •  -  •  ^ ; 

Orange.. .. v-  2 

Osceola ...  ', ...j^ 

Polk ...  ... i 

Santa  Rosa ^.      i 

St,. Johns :......  ..,...;...    3 

Suwannee  .i i 

Volusia, . .  ...  /. .  -. I 

'^jY^shingt^n ...,,.,  .  . .    .......    .  i 

.  .     y,  I-   Total  .53  from  23  couiities. 

.  ./     "^     .•*••-.:•;'./•■'     ■'•'    i   siUMMiARY  OF  EXPENSES '         •    '•       ' 

*■<:    m:'      .  . '.;  ,-.i.  •        V  ■•'•■K  "••  ■ 

For  tliie  Year  Beginning.  July  i,  1896,  and  Ending  June 

'30,  1897. 

^    '  =     "'''  '''^  ^       ^:  *^  Salaries.    Supplies. 

;'i896  J% $    i3dvo9;    %%2i,22 

'*    August  }■ 130^06      "4o6.(X> 

'*     September 160.00  ^^      181 .43 
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'*     October 492 

*'     November ...  492 

"     December. 49^ 

1897  January 492 

"     February •  492 

"     March '. 492 

"     April • 492 

"     May 492 

"     June 144 


75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 

GO 


476 .  74^ 
376.69 

497 . 70 

435-05 

397 • 57 
418. 14^ 

429.9s 
518.21 

68.24^ 


Total $4,506.00     $4,058.94. 


,      *    Grand  total 8,564.94 

Amount  oi  annual    appropriation  by  the  State,  $10,000.00. 

Balance,  $1,435.00. 

The  above  balance  by  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1897' 
reverted  to  the  State. 

In  the  year  1897  and  '98  the  following  teachers  were 
employed : 

Miss  Candace  A.  Yendes,  Teacher  of  Articu'ation  and. 
Primary  Department. 

Harry  Reed,  Teacher  of  Intermediate  Department. 

Miss  Susie  C.  Tillinghast,  Teacher  of  Gran"^iirir  De- 
partment. 

The  other  teachers  remaining  the  same. 

By  the  employment' of  a  third  teacher  for  deaf  pupils^ 
we  were  ail^le  to  do  much  more  satisfa-ctory  wMrk,  the  pupils 
being  better  graded. 

■  •  ' 

In  May,  ."1898,  we  had  our  first  commenc»M-».:ent  ex- 
ercises, graduating  two  pupils;  A.  W.  Pope,  of  -Mram'i,  and 
Miss  Cora  Carlton;  of  Island  Grove. 

The  former  is  a  most  excellent  printer  and  soon  ob- 
tained employment  in  one  of  the  city  printing  offices,  after- 
wards g'oing  to  Jacksonville  to  fill  a  rnore  lucrative  position,, 
while  the  latter  had  also 'found  employrnent  liere  in  St.  Au- 
gustine. 


(.:  ■'» 
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ENKOLLMENT   FOR  THE   VEAR   1S97-98. 

White. 

Males.  Female-.  TotaL 

Deaf  Pupils 15  18  33 

Blind  Puipiis.  ....    5  4  9 

Tctal  White 42 

XegTO. 

Males.  Females.  TotaL 

Deaf  Pupils 9            9  18 

BHnd  Pupils. i              i  2 

Total  Xegro 20 

A  total  enrollment  of  62,  an  increase  of  9  over  the  pre- 
vious year. 

The  additional  counties  represented  were  Lake,  Mon- 
roe, Pasco  and  Putnam. 

SIMMARY   OF  EXPENSES   1897-98. 

Salaries.  Supplies. 

1897  July $  140.00  $      63.45 

August 152.50  174.37 

September 179.00  246.00 

September,  purchase  of  land  .  .  200.00 

October  551 .00  660.04 

November 552.00  365.75 

December 555.00  404.05 

1898  January 557-00  363.38 

February   557. 00  355-57 

March 557-00  352.69 

April 557.00  370.72 

^iay 556.50  448.91 

June 174.50  122.14 

$5,088.50     $4,126.07 
The  expenses  for  June,  1897,  were  paid  out  of  appro- 
priation for  1897-98,  so  the  account  stands  thus: 

June  salaries $144.00 

Supplies 67.61 

Total $211.61 

For  year  1897-98 $9,214.57 

Total 9,426 .  18 

Appropriation,  $10,000.00. 
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Balance  on  hand  June  30,  1898 $573-^2 

Money  received  from  pupils  for  board 43.00 

Total  balance  on  hand $61 1 .82 

The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  remarkably  good  and 
the  teachers  are  doing  their  work  faithfully. 

Five  acres  of  land  have  been  purchased  on  the  east  of 
the  Institute  grounds  running  to  Hospital  River,  which 
gives  us  abundance  of  room. 

A  number  of  minor  improvements  have  been  made 
which  add  to  our  ccmfort  and  convenience. 

The  increasing  attendance,  as  the  Institute  becomes 
better  known  p.nd  its  benefits  realized,  will  necessitate  an 
increased  appropriation  by  the  Legislature,  as  an  annual  in- 
come of  $io,QO0  will  fail  to  meet  the  necessary  outlay. 

The  balance  s'hown  above  was  obtained  -bv  close  econ- 
omy  d'uring  the  year  for  necessary  improvements  to  be 
made  during  the  vacation. 

I  think  the  following  deserves  a  place  in  this  report. 
Mr.  Felkel  was  a  man  widely  known  throug^hout  the  State 
and  uniiversally  respected.  He  had  been  connected  with  the 
Institute  since  June,  1893: 

IX  MEMOKIAM. 

On  February  11,  1897,  Prof.  H.  X.  Felkel  passed  away 
to  his  final  reward  after  an  illness  of  several  weeks.  Prof. 
Felkel  was  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  deep  piety,  and 
was  ever  most  cons-cientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 
Though  unfamiliar  with  the  methods  of  teaching  the  deaf 
on  his  appointment,  he  at  once  proceed-ed  to  fit  himself  for 
his  work  and  the  school  suflferecl  no  loss  under  his  superin- 
tendency.  He  had  had  large  experience  as  an  educator, 
having  been  Superintendent  of  Schools  oi  Leon  County, 
Principal  of  the  Public  School  at  Tallahassee,  and  of  the 
State  Normal  Sc'hool  at  DeFuniak. 

His  inventive  genius  was  seen  in  the  Tellurian  linvented 
by  him  which  found  a  ready  sale  wherever  it  iwas  known; 
his  taste  for  literature  was  shown  in  the  volume  of  poems 
lie  wrote  entitled,  ''Pictures  Amid  Palms  and  Pitcher 
Plants."  His  death  was  a  loss  to  the  State  at  large,  and 
deep  was  the  regret  at  his  departure. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frederick  Pasco, 

Superintendent. 
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SOUTH  FLORIDA  MILITARY  AND  EDUCAx 

TIONAL  INSTITUTE. 

Hon.   IV m.  N.   S heats.  State  Superintendent  of  Public .  In- 
struction,  Tallahassee y  Fla. 

Dear  Sir — ^In  accordance  with  instructions,  1  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  condition  and 
work  of  this  institution  for  the  two  years  beginning  July  i, 
1896,  and  ending  June  30,  1898. 

In  my  last  report,  which  covered  the  first  year's  ex- 
istence of  the  institution  under  State  control,  a  full  descrip'- 
tion  of  the  buildings,  grounds  and  equipment  was  given; 
and  I  therefore  deem  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  it  here,  and 
thus  consume  more  than  my  allotted  share  of  space  in  your 
bi-ennial  report.  The  buildings  have  been  kept  in  good 
repair  from  the  State  appropriation  and  receipts  from  other 
sources,  and  such  improvements,  especially  in  equipment, 
as  our  means  have  justified,  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time.  We  no^v  have  a  Chemical  Laboratory,  built  up  little 
by  little,  which  is  sufficient  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of 
instruction  in  that  important  branch.  The  physical  and 
mechanical  department,  however,  is  still  deficient  in  some 
respects. 

COUKSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  course  of  studies  which  is  almost  identical  with 
that  of  the  State  military  institutions  of  the  older  States,  has 
been  gradually  extended  during  the  last  two  years,  until  it 
now  embraces  about  all  that  is  contained  in  the  curriculum 
of  those  institutions.  Afber  the  present  session,  Latin  will 
also  be  included  as  a  part  of  th'e  regular  course,  instead  of 
being  left  as  an  optional  study,  as  has  .been  the  case  here- 
tofore. Tlie  "Historv  of  Florida'*  has  also  been  introduced 
the  present  year,  and  will  be  continued  as  a  part  of  the 
course  until  its  general  introduction  into  the  public  schools 
of  the  State,  shall  enable  us  to  include  it  among  the  subjects 
for  the  entrance  examinations  to  this  institution. 

DISCIPLINE   AND  WORK. 

The  strict  enforcement  of  military  discipline  has  each 
year  more  fully  demonstrated  its  value  as  an  aid  to  mental 
discipline,  and  has  produced  among  the  cadets  habits  ol 
systematic  attention  to  studies  which,  I  am  sure,  are  not  ex- 
celled in  any  of  our  other  institutions  of  learning.    As  an 


evidence  of  the  efficient  work  of  the  institution,  I  may  refer 
to  the  fact  that  most  of  its  former  students,  not  only  tihose 
who  have  graduated,  but  others  who  only  partially  com- 
pleted the  course,  are  now  doing  efficient  work  as  teachers 
in  various  parts  of  the  State.  Others  who  joined  the  vol- 
unteer forces  during  the  late  war,  have  demonstrated  their 
capacity  as  soldiers  by  rising  steadily  from  the  time  of  their 
enlistment — every  one  having  held  commissions  or  appoint- 
ments as  warrant  officers. 

ATTEXDANCE. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  *'the  attendance  of  day 
pupils  has  not  been  encouraged,  as  the  existence  of  two 
distinct  classes  of  cadets  in  a  military  institution,  one  hav- 
ing necessarily  much  more  liberty  than  the  other,  tends  to 
relax  discipline  and  to  defeat  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  the 
institution  itself.  During  the  session  of  1896-7,  from  Sep- 
tember 15,  1896,  to  June  3,  1897,  the  average  number  of 
cadets  in  barracks  was  forty-one,  with  an  attendance  of  three 
day  pupils.  The  graduates  of  that  year  numbered  five.  For 
the  session  of  1897-8,  from  Septem'ber  15,  1897,  to  June  2^ 
1898,  the  average  number  in  barracks  was  fifty,  with  no  day 
pupils.    The  graduating  class  of  that  year  num>bered  fifteen. 

FACULTY. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  faculty  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  institution,  its  composition  being  as  fol- 
lows : 

Gen.  E.  M.  Law,  Superintendent;  Prof.  Belles  Lettres, 
Civics  and  Elocution. 

E.  M.  Law,  Jr.,  Professor  Chemistry  and  Engineering. 

W.  L.  Law,  Commandant  of  Cadets  and  Professor 
Mathematics. 

Thos.  W.  'Gary,  Professor  English  and  Physics. 

All  of  the  Professors  board  in  the  institution  and  ex- 
ercise constant  supervision  of  the  cadets. 

It  is  due  the  members  of  the  faculty  that  I  should  ex- 
press my  entire  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  their 
duties  have  been  performed.  When  the  institution  was  in  its 
infancy  and  almost  without  equipment  of  any  kind,  they 
worked  zealously  and  unflaggingly  to  build  it  up,  and  cheer- 
fully submitted  to  the  reduction  of  their  expected  salaries  to 
supply  the  necessities  of  the  institution.     The  cadets,  too, 


316 

^ave  been  amenable  to  discipline,  and  as  a  rule,  excellent 
students.  As  an  example  of  the  quality  of  work  being  done 
by  them,  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  here,  that  at  the  close 
of  our  last  session,  a  number  of  examination  papers  by  our 
class  in  "Analytic  Geometry"  were  submitted  to  Prof.  Nich- 
ols, of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  author  of  the  text 
used  by  the  class,  and  who  himself  prepared  sixty  questions 
covering  the  entire  subject.  After  an  examination  of  the 
papers,  he  wrote  as  follows : 

Virginia  Military  Institute, 
Lexington,  Va.,  August  28,  1898. 
Maj.  W.  L.  Law,  S.  F.  M.  I. — ^The  papers  and^  your 
letter  reached  me  safely.  The  papers  were  highly  credita- 
ble to  both  instructor  and  students.  It  is  rarely  that  I  get 
anything  as  good  here,  except  from  the  highest  men  in  the 
class,  and  not  always  from  them.  I  congratulate  your  stu- 
dents, and  yourself  particularly,  as  the  papers  show  pains- 
taking labor  on  your  part. 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed.)  E.  W.  Nichols. 

The  institution  is  still  in  want  of  some  things  w^hich 
would  contribute  much  to  its  usefulness  and  to  the  benefit 
of  fche  students,  such  as  an  enlargement  of  the  physical  lab- 
oratory, a  workshop  and  several  sets  of  carpenters'  and 
metalworkers'  tools,  etc.,  which  the  stockholders  find  them- 
selves unable  to  furnish,  and  which  would  require  but  little 
assistance  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  supply. 

In  referring  to  the  financial  statements  which  are  suib- 
mitted  herewith,  I  beg  to  call  attention  to 'the  fart  that  the 
expenses  of  our  session  practically  cover  thirty-seven  full 
weeks.  The  period  of  regular  study  covering  nine  school 
months,  and  many  of  the  cadets  being  unable  to  bear  the 
expense  of  going  to  their  home  during  the  Clirisrmas  holi- 
days, are  maintained  here  without  charge  to  them. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

For  School  Year  Ending  June  30,  1897. 

Receipts. 

From  State  appropriation $6,400.00 

From  pay  cadets 1,123.99 

Total $7,-523.99 
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Experiditures. 

For  maintenance  of  cadets,  including  board,  lodg- 
ing, washing,  lights,  fuel,  text-books  and  use 
of  arms  and  equipment $5»07S-27 

Amount  paid  salaries  of  professors 2,448 .  72 

Total $7»523-99 

For  School  Year  Ending  June  30,  1898. 

Receipts. 

From  State  appropriation $9,000.00' 

From  pay  cadets .' 600. oo- 

Total $9,600.00 

Expenditures. 

For  maintenance  of  fifty  cadets,  including  board, 
lodging,  washing,  lights,  fuel,  text-books  and 
use  of  arms  and  equipments $5026.59 

Paiid  salaries  of  professors 4,073.41 

Total $9,600.00 

Thanking  the  State  Board  of  Education  and  yours>elf^ 
as  its  Secretary,  for  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness  in  all  our 
relations,  I  am  Yours  very  truly, 

E.  M.  Law, 
j_  ^      .  _  Superintendent. 


/ 
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cHftPTeR  yiii. 


Church  and  Private  iSchools  of  High  Grade. 


An  invitation  was  extended  to  all  the  church  and  pri- 
vate schools  in  the  State,  assuming  to  do  educational  work 
-of  high  grade,  to  furnish  one  or  more  cuts  of  their  buildings 
and  sketches  of  their  schools,  setting  forth  their  origin,  aim, 
degree  of  development,  attendiance  and  such  kindred  facts 
as  would  likely  be  of  interest  to  the  public  and  redound  to 
the  welfare  of  their  school. 

A  State  educational  report,  in  its  broadest  conception, 
calls  for  an  accurate  presentation  of  all  tne  educational  fa- 
cilities and  advantages  offered,  and  for  a  proper  recognition 
of  all  agencies  contributing  to  intellectual  and  moral  eleva- 
tion. It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  extended  to  such  institutions 
that  sspace  be  tendered  them.  The  management  of  all  these 
schools,  with  few  exceptions,  \\j^ye  cheerfully  furnisihed  the 
-data  for  this  chapter  and  have  expressed  gratitude  for  the 
privilege. 

It  is  doubtful  if  one  can  be  found  who  \vill  question  the 
propriety  of  according  such  recognition  in  a  public  docu- 
ment purporting  to  report  only  the  work  of  schools  sus- 
tained at  public  expense.  Those  in  official  capacity  can 
make  no  discrimination  in  dhurch  organizations,  hence  space 
IS  given  to  all  of  the  folk>wing  reports  with  pleasure; 
it  is  noted  with  regret  that  one  or  two  instjitutions  of  learn- 
ing, ranking  equally  with  the  lest,  have  not  availed  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  of  advertising  their  work  and  of  help- 
ing to  augment  the  creditable  exhibit  made  by  the  State  in 
the  number  and  character  of  its  educational  institutions. 

The  church  and  private  schools  have  been  potent  fac- 
tors in  creating  the  healthy  sentiment  now  all-pervading 
within  the  bounds  of  the  State,  and  they  have  assisted 
mightily  in  lifting  public  education  to  its  present  envaabk 
rsx^.  ^  fp^isprrivo^i  (^siting  tq^ptetjijct  ttfi^jr.. progress,. or. 
"hoping  to  vMtness  the  'waning  of  these  sclidols*  in  hunib# 
and  influence,  the  cause  of  public  education^  can  well  afford 
%o  jgjijgtiilfi^^  multi;^;^|Rbp   in    nuroji^ws   ii^d    their 
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growth  in  influence,  so  lon-gas  their  standard  i&  so  high  and 
their  agency  so  salutary  and  beneficial  as  at  present. 

Now  follows  a  brief  account  of  such  of  these  schools  as 
accepted'  notice  dn  this  report: 


JOHN  B.  STETSON  UNIVERSIJY. 

FACULTY. 

John  'F.  Forbes,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D., 
President  of  the  University — Professor  of  Philosophy  and 

Pedagogy. 

G.  Prentice  Carson,  A.  M., 
Professor  of  Physical  and  Political  Science — ^Secretary  of 

the  Faculty. 

Warren  S.  Cordis,  A.  M., 
Professor  of  Latin — ^Librarian. 

Charles  S.  Farriss,  A.  B., 
Professor  of  Greek. 

J.  F.  Baerecke,  Ph.  D., 
Professor  of  "Biology  and  Physiology. 

James  S.  Gorsline,  Ph.  B., 
Professor  of  Mathematics. 

Joseph  P.  Kalbfus,  B.  A., 
Acting  Professor  of  Latin. 

Vida  Z.  Baerecke,  M.  D., 
Acting  Professor  of  Biology  and  Physiology — ^Women's 

Physician. 


tProfessor  of  English. 

William  A.  Sharp, 
Director  of  the  School  of  Art.      • 

William  W.  Fry,- 
,.        .  _  Director  of  the  Business. College.   '    ♦  • 

■  ':-  *  Charles^iH.  Lewis,  B.'  S.,'  '   V  ,  . 

Director  of  the  Schbdl  df  Music— Instructor  in  Orgfan  and 

Piano. 


tT<*)  be  elected.   '^^'• 


'i:'ir 
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Harriet  C.  'May,  A.  B., 
Director  of  the  Practice  School. 

Helen  H.  Harriman, 
Lady  Principal — Instructor  in  .German  and  Spanish. 

Anna  W.  Brown, 
Instructor  in  English,  Elocution  and  Physical  Culture. 

Madame  E.  H.  Senegas, 
Instructor  in  Frgnch. 

Clifford  B.  Rosa, 
Instructor  in  Military  Tactics. 

•Mrs.  W.  A.  Sharp, 
Instructor  in  Violin  Music. 

Clayton  D.  Walworth,  Mus.  Doc, 
Instructor  in  Vocal  Music. 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Farriss, 
Instructor  in  Piano  Music. 

Carolyn  Palmer, 
Assistant  Librarian. 

Elizabeth  J.  Longwell, 
Assistant  in  Practice  School. 

Isabel  McKinney, 
Assistant  in  Practice  School. 

Guilda  H.  Voorhis, 
Assistant  in  Piano  Music. 

Robert  B.  Tudor, 
Assistant  in  Business  College. 

Edith  May, 
Assistant  in  Practice  School. 

Mary  Louise  Swift, 
Assistant  in  Business  College. 


R.  H.  Gillen,'M.  D., 
University  Physician. 


Mrs.  Frank  Gregory, 
Stewardess. 
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John  B.  Stetson  University  received  its  charter  from 
tlie  State  of  Florida  in  1887,  and  from  its  earHest  years  its 
growth  has  been  marked  and  healthful.  The  found^ers  be- 
lieved that  there  was  a  demand  in  this  State  for  a  Christian 
School  that  would  offer  to  both  young  men  and  women  a 
collegiate  training  equal  dn  breadth  and  thoroughness  to 
the  best  given  in  the  country.  From  the  beginning  to  the 
present  time  this  behef  has  controlled  the  polxy  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

In  all  the  departments  the  instructors  are  Christian  men 
and  women  who  are  specialists  in  the  respective  subjects 
which  they  teach.  They  are  in  most  cases  graduates  of 
institutions  of  national  reputation.  Several  have  pursued 
post  graduate  coui-^ses  in  American  or  European  Universi- 
ties. 

The  University  was  founded  in  the  interests  of  the 
young  people  of  the  State  of  Florida.  It  was  also  believed 
that  such  an  institution  would  meet  the  needs  of  the  young 
men  and  women  who  on  account  of  their  own  health  or  that 
of  their  friends  are  attracted  South  by  our  genial  winter  cli- 
mate. Reference  to  the  student  list  will  show  how  g-enerallv 
the  various  counties  of  Florida  and  the  different  States  of 
tlie  Union  are  represented. 

EQUIPMENT. 

The  University  owns  a  campus  of  twenty-two  acres, 
situated  on  high  ground,  about  one-half  mile  from  the  center 
of  the  City  of  DeLand.  Upon  this  campus  are  grouped 
massive  and  beautiful  buildings  containing  a  well  selected 
and  rapidly  growing  Library,  an  extensive  and  splendidly 
classified  Museum,  and  Chemical,  Physical,  Biological  and 
Bacteriological  Laboratories.  All  buildings  are  heated  by 
steam  generated  iby  three  large  boilers  in  a  centrally  located 
building,  and  in  our  coolest  weather  no  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  keeping  about  150  rooms  comfortably  warm. 

Each  building  is  lighted  by  electricity  and  lurnish-ed 
with  automatic  electric  signals  to  indicate  the  time  for  the 
change  of  classes.  There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  pure 
water  w'hich  is  pumped  directly  from  an  artesian  well  to  ^ 
large  tank  in  the  tower  of  Elizabeth  iHall,  from  whidh  it  is 
distributed  by  underground  pipes  to  the  other  buildings 
wherever  needed.  A  system  of  sewerage  approved  by  sani- 
tary experts  is  in  operation. 

.Nor   have  athletics   been   forgotten   in   this   material 
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equipment.  Clay  and  shell  tennis  courts  hav€  been  con- 
structed and  a  fine  five-acre  field  suitable  for  baseball,  foot- 
ball and  other  sports  has  been  provided.  Around  this  fi<eld  jJ 
a  one-quarter  mile  bicycle  track  has  been  laid  out,  graded  5) 
and  paved  with  DeLeon  shell.  '! 

There  are  also  in  and  around  DeLand  miles  of  hard 
smooth  shell  pavement  which  is  unsurpassed  for  bicycle 
riding. 

John  B.  Stetson  University,  as  now  organized,  includes 
the  College  of  Liberal  Arts,  the  Academy,  the  Practice 
School,  the  Normal  School,  the  School  of  Art,  the  School 
of  Music  and  the  Business  College. 

THE  COLLEGE  OF  LIBERAL  ARTS. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  institution  nearly  all  the 
students  were  of  Academic  and  Grammar  School  grade^ 
but  during  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  most  grati-  . 
fying  increase  in  the  number  of  those  who  have  entered  the 
College  Department.  During  the  year  1893-94  only  five 
College  students  were  reported,  in  1894-95  eleven,  in. 
1895-96  sixteen,  in  1896-97  nineteen,  in  1897-98  twenty-one,. 
while  for  the  present  year  1898-99  the  College  registratioa 
will  be  nearly  forty. 

The  constant  aim  has  been  to  build  up  a  thoroughly- 
high  grade  College  equal  in  thoroughness  to  our  best 
American  institutions.  The  requirements  for  admission  are 
practically  the  same  as  those  required  for  matriculation  in. 
the  leading  New  'England  colleges,  certain  work  is  re- 
quired of  all  in  those  departments  of  knowledge  of  which 
no  college  graduate  can  afford  to  be  entirely  ignorant.  At 
the  same  time  a  large  number  of  electives  are  formed  in  the 
curriculum  so  that  especially  in  the  latter  two  years  of  the 
course  the  work  of  each  student  can  to  a  considerable  ex-  | 
tent  be  determined  by  his  individual  tastes  and  needs.  The 
number  of  these  electives  is  constantly  increasing  and  thus  i 
the  work  of  the  College  is  being  broadened. 

THE    ACADEMY.  • 


• 


I  9 

The  Academy  is  intended  to  provide  a  thorough  sec-     '. 
ondary  edacation.    The  work  otvthe -IVactice^Sehool  or  its     .* 
e^.UiyaleQt-::^#.fquiire(|-  for  idinission.  -.  All  its  opurses  re-      I* 
quire  four  ye^f^s  for  cbnipretion.    There  are  now  oiflfered  the    \ 
Classical,  Latin  Scientific  and  General  course.     The  Clas- 
sical and  Latin  Scientific  lead  to  corresponding  courses  im       - 
the  College  of  Liberal  Arts.    A  student  completing  either 
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of  these  courses  i^  pnepared  to  enter  the  Freshmen  class  of 
almost  any  American  college.  The  Classical  course  re- 
quires four  years  of  Latin,  three  years  of  Greek,  nearly 
three  years  of  iMathematJcs,  nearly  four  years  of  English,, 
a  year  of  General  History,  a  year  of  Science  and  twelve 
weeks  instruction  in  the  English  Bible.  The  Latin  Scien- 
tific course  substitutes  for  the  three  years  of  Greek  two 
years  of  modern  languages  and  one  year  of  Political  Science, 
ence. 

The  General  course  is  oflFered  for  those  who  feel  that, 
their  education  must  close  with  the  Academy.  It  provides 
for  either  two  years  Latin,  French,  German  or  Spanish,, 
three  years  of  Mathematics,  nearly  four  years  of  Enghsh, 
twelve  weeks  in  the  English  Bible,  one  year  of  General 
History,  one  year  in  Mental  and  Moral  Science,  nearly  two 
years  in  Natural  Science,  one  year  in  Political  Science,  and 
two  years  of  Physical  Science. 

THE  PRACTICE  SCHOOL 

This  includes  the  Primary  Department  and  Grammar 
School.  Eight  years  of  work  are  oflFered  corresponding  to 
the  eiglit  grades  of  the  graded  public  schools.  Each  Nor- 
mal student  will  have  Iflie  opportunity  of  teaching  in  the 
Practice  School  under  expert  dir-ection  and  criticism. 

THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

This  department  of  the  University  is  intended  for  those 
who  are  definitely  preparing  to  teach  in  the  public  schools. 
The  requirements  ifor  admission  are  the  same  as  those  of 
the  Academy.  The  course  extends  through  four  years,  and 
is  so  varied  as  to  contain  all  su'bjects  included  in  examina- 
tioijis  for  State  teachers'  "certificates.  During  t)he  last  two 
years  each  Normal  student  will  be  required  to  teach  one 
class  a  day  under  the  supervision  of  the  Director  of  the 
Practice  School.  It  is  believed  that  this  combination  of 
the  Normal  and  Practice  Sdhools  oflfers  unsurpassed  op- 
portunities to  those  who  desire  to  fit  themselves  for.  the- 
higher  order  of  public  school  work. 

THE  SPRIN(;  TERM  AND  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Every  eflfort  is  made  on  the  part  of  the  University  to- 
be  of  service  to  those  public  school  teachers  who  aiter  the 
close  of  their  winter  school?  can  attend  the  Normal  School 
for  the  Spring  term.    Special  classes  for  teachers  are  then- 
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organized    in   most  of  the  subjects  taught  in  the  public 
schools. 

THE  AKT  SCHLOL. 

The  art  work  is  in  charge  erf  an  expert  whose  paintings 
regularly  have  a  place  in  Metropolitan  exhibitions,  and 
many  of  the  official  draw-ings  of  the  World's  Fair  buildings 
at  Chicago  were  executed  by  him. 

THE  SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC. 

The  School  of  Music  is  under  the  charge  of  a  director 
who  is  assisted  by  able  teachers  in  the  different  lines  of 
musical  instruction,  comprising  Piano,  Voice  Culture,  Solo 
and  Ensemble  singing.  Organ,  Violin,  Mandolin,  Banjo, 
Guitar,  Harmony  and  Theory. 

THE  BUSINESS  COLLEGE. 

In  this  department  practical  courses  are  offered  im 
Bookkeeping,  Shorthand,  Banking,  Auditing,  Penmanship 
and  Spanish.  Students  are  trained  in  actual  business  and 
transact  business  with  each  other  and  with  the  Stetson 
Business  College  Bank,  the  Emporium,  DeLand  Commis- 
s/ion  Company,  Commercial  Exchange,  Freight  Office  and 
Postoffice. 

THE  SAMPSON  LIBRARY. 

Through  the  liberality  of  the  late  Mr.  C.  T.  Sampson, 
of  Washington,  D.  C,  the  University  now  has  a  magnifi- 
cent library  of  nearly  9,000  volumes.  Mr.  Sampson  among 
other  legacies  to  the  University  left  $20,000,  the  incom-e  of 
wliich  is  used  for  the  library.  A  prominent  feature  of  the 
library  is  the  collection  of  bound  periodical  literature  which 
includes,  virtually,  complete  sets  of  the  leading  American 
and  English  magazines  and  reviews. 

RECENT  ADDITIONS  TO  BUILDINGS  AND  ENDOWMENTS. 

We  have  the  pleasure  of  stating  thait  since  onr  last  re- 
port Mr.  J.  B.  Stetson  has  erected  the  two  wings  of  Eliza- 
beth Hall,  thus  completing  the  buildings  as  originally  de- 
signed. These  wings  are  each  three  stories  high  and  forty- 
five  by  ninety  feet,  and  contain  a  superb  Chapel,  capable  of 
seating  nine  hundred  persons,  a  Library  accommodating 
40,000  volumes,  together  with  ample  Biological,  -Ohemical 
and  Physical  Laboratories. 
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On  Presentation  Day,  February,  1898,  Mrs.  Julia 
Heath  presented  to  the  University  as  a  memorial  to  her 
husband,  the  late  Mr.  Monroe  Heath,  of  Chicago,  a  com- 
prehensive, well  arranged  museum  of  Natural  History  pre- 
pared by  the  well  known  "Ward  Natural  Science  Establish- 
ment," of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  On  the  same  day  announce- 
ment was  made  that  the  valuable  addition  of  $100,000  had 
been  made  to  the  Endow^ment  Fund,  thus  increasing  the 
total  productive  funds  of  the  University  to  over  $200,000. 

A  glance  at  the  University  register  will  show  that  these 
efforts  to  afford  the  young  people  of  Florida  and  elsewhere 
an  opportunity  to  secure  in  our  own  State  the  best  intellec- 
'  tual  training  are  meeting  with  gratifying  success.  During 
the  scholastic  year  1896-97,  the  total  enrollment  was  174,  in 
1897-98,  241 ;  while  for  the  present  year,  1898-99,  there  are 
already  230  students  in  actual  attendance  and  it  is  confi- 
dently expected  this  number  will  be  increased  to  275  before 
the  close  of  the  year.  John  F.  Forbes, 

President. 


ROLLINS  COLLEGE. 

Rollins  College  for  the  two  years  ending  June,  1898, 
has  had  unusual  prosperity.  The  number  of  students  has 
increased  steadily,  there  have  been  several  additions  to  the 
faculty,  and  a  considerable  number  of  new  courses  of  in- 
struction have  been  offered.  New  books  have  been  added 
to  the  Library,  and  the  Scientific  Department  has  received 
new  chemicals  and  physical  apparatus.  The  former  high 
record  of  healthfulness  has  been  maintained,  a  fact  due 
largely  to  the  elevation  of  the  land  on  which  the  College  is 
situated  and  to  careful  sanitation.  And,  finally,  Rollins 
now  has  a  bright  financial  outlook, 

FACULTY. 

Rollins  College  excels  in  the  quality  and  range  of  in- 
struction offered'.  The  members  of  its  faculty  have  re- 
ceived their  training  in  the  best  American  and  European 
institutions  of  learning.  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Ward,  President 
and  Professor  of  ^Law  and  Economics,  is  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  College,  Boston  University  Law  School,  and 
Andover  Theological  Seminary,  and  has  done  work  at  Har- 
vard and  Johns  Hopkins.     Rev.  Oliver  C.  .vlorse,  Vice- 
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President,  is  a  graduate  of  Philips- Andover  Academy,  Yale 
College,  and  Union  Seminary,  and  has  spent  several  years 
in  study  at  iLeipsic  and  other  German  universities.  Mr.  E. 
C.  Hills,  Dean  of  the  faculty  and  Professor  of  Modern  Lan- 
guages, is  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University,  and  held  a 
post  graduate  fellowship  in  the  Romance  Languages  at  the 
same  institution.  He  also  spent  one  year  at  the  Sorbonne,. 
Paris,  France,  and  a  considerable  time  among  the  Cubans. 
Mr.  John  H.  Ford,  Professor  of  Greek,  graduated  from 
Oberlin  College,  and  was  a  member  oif  the  faculty  of  St» 
Mary's,  Knoxville,  111.,  before  coming  to  Rollins.  Mr. 
Thomas  R.  Baker,  Professor  of  Natural  Sciences,  has  re- 
ceived degrees  at  the  State  Normal  School,  iMillersville, 
Pa.,  and  at  Gottingen,  Germany.  Dr.  Baker  was  for  six 
years  Professor  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  College. 
Miss  'Susan  A.  Longwell,  Professor  of  English,  received 
her  preparation  at  Genesee  Seminary,  New  York,  and  in 
Europe,  and  was  ibrmerly  Professor  of  English  at  Smith 
College.  Miss  Frances  E.  Lord,  Professor  of  Latin,  was 
at  one  time  instructor  in  -Latin  and  Greek  at  Vassar,  and 
later  Professor  of  Latin  at  Wellesley. 

Mrs.  Caroline  A;  Abott,  director  ol  Years  I  and  II  of 
Dhe  Preparatory  School,  received  her  diploma  from  the 
Boston  Normal  and  Training  School.  Miss  Alice  Guild,  Di- 
rector of  the  Art  School,  is  a  graiduate  of  the  Boston  Nor- 
mal Art  School.  Miss  Anita  Bibbins,  Director  of  the  'School 
of  'Music,  is  a  graduate  of  the  New  England  Conservatory, 
and  has  studied  in  San  Francisco,  Chicago,  and  Paris.  Miss 
Clara  L.  Guild,  Instructor  in  the  -Grammar  School,  -Miss 
Ruth  C.  *Ford,  Instructor  in  Mathematics,  and  'Miss  Mary 
S.  Piper,  Instructor  in  Normal  Work,  are  graduates  of  Rol- 
lins. Miss  Emily  G.  Pelton,  Instructor  in  Physical  Culture, 
has  studied  at  Oberlin  and  the  Turnschule,  Dresden,  (Ger- 
many. Miss  Laura  M.  Walker,  Instructor  in  'Music, 
received  her  training  at  Rollins  and  Oberlin.  Mr.  Robert 
Benedict,  Instructor  in  Normal  Work,  studied  at  Rollins 
and  the  University  of  the  South.  Mr.  Louis  A.  Lyman, 
Instructor  in  Stenography  and  Typewmting,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Eastman  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  Robert  V.  Clark,  Instructor  in  Bookkeeping,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Business  Department  of  the  Adrian  (Mich.) 
High  School. 
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STUDENTS. 


The  students  at  Rollins  -College  are  industrious  andt 
intelligent  and  ever  eager  to  obtain  a  thorough  education^ 
That  the  quality  of  instruction  offered  by  the  College  is  ap- 
preciated throughout  Florida  is  proved  by  the  s-teady  in- 
crease in  attendance  from  year  to  year.  During  1897-98 
the  student-body  represented ;  as  to  birthplace,  33  States  and 
5  foreign  countries;  as  to  residence,  16  States  and  i  for-eign 
country.  .  While  only  43  of  the  students  were  bom.  in 
Florida,  145  had  their  permanent  residence  in  the  State.  The 
statistics  for  1898-99  will  be  proportionately  the  same. 

Irt  the  education  of  the  Cuban  youth  Rollins  'College: 
easily  takes  the  lead.  The  first  Cubans,  two  in  number, 
were  admitted  in  1896-97;  in  1897-98  15  entered,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year  18  were  in  attendance,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  22  after  deducbing  names  repeated.  Of  these: 
tW'O  were  young  women.  The  chief  object  of  the  Cubans 
in  entering  an  American  college  is  to  learn  English.  Of 
those  at  Rollins  14  knew  no  English  upon  entering,  6  had 
a  slight  acquaintance  with  the  language,  and  two  spoke 
both  English  and  Spanish  well.  Special  classes  have  been, 
formed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Cuban  students,  and  every 
effort  is  made  to  teach  them  English  quickly  and  thor- 
oughly. As  a  rule  they  are  able  after  the  iirst  year  to  en- 
ter some  of  the  regular  classes.  The  presence  of  the  Cu- 
bans has  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  study  of  Spanish, 
on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  so  that  the  classes  in  Span- 
ish are  larger  than  those  in  French  or  German.  It  should 
be  added  that  the  Cubans  have  been  uniformly  studious, 
and  well  behaved. 

COLLEGE. 

Rollins,  as  an  institution  of  learning,  includes  a  Col- 
lege, a  Preparatory  School,  a  School  of  Music,  an  Art. 
School,  Business  Courses,  and  a  Normal  Course.  The: 
courses  of  instruction  offered  by  the  College  are  arranged 
to  meet  the  educational  needs  of  young  men  and'  women,, 
whether,  they  take  a  full  course  of  study  leading  to  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  or  do  only  special  work.  As  a 
limited  elective  system  has  been  adopted  in  the  iCoUege,. 
g-reat  stress  is  laid  on  special  work,  and  no  one  is  admitted 
to  the  degree,  who  has  not  devoted  a  considerable  part  of 
his  undergraduate  work  to  some  special  field.  This  rule  d& 
enforced  in  the  belief  that  inasmuch  as  tue  primary  object 
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of  education  is  the  acquirenicnr  of  habits  of  thorough,  sys- 
tematic mental  work,  it  is  hetter  to  know  a  few  subjects 
well  than  to  acquire  a  smattering  of  many. 

Applicants  for  admission  to  the  College  must  give 
prooi,  by  examinations  or  duly  attested  certificates  of  hav- 
ing completed  satisfactorily  a  course  of  study  equivalent  to 
that  of  the  Rollins  Preparatory  School.    Students  entering 
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on  certificates  other  than  that  of  the  Rollins  Preparaitory 
ScJiool  are  received  only  provisionally,  and  their  standing 
■wall  depend  on  the  quality  of  their  work. 

BEtjL'IRED  WORK. 

The  requirements  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
cover  four  years'  work.    At  least  one  full  course  (five  times 
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a  week  throughout  the  year)  in  each  of  the  following  sttf>~ 
jects,  amounting  in  all  to  two  years'  work,  is  required  of 
all  candidates  for  the  degree:  Moral  and  Political  Sciances^ 
English,  History,  Modem  Languages,  Natural  Sciences^ 
and  Mathematics.  The  courses  to  be  taken  in  Moral  an<£ 
PoHtical  Sciences,  English,  His'tory  and  Mathematics  arer 
prescribed  by  the  College  Faculty.  In  the  ^Modern  Lan- 
gtiages  and  Natural  Sciences  the  selection  of  courses  de- 
pends upon  the  subjects  presented  for  admission.  Thus^ 
ii  the  student  eaters  mthout  presenting  German^  he  may 
elect  the  first  year's  work  in  that  language ;  but  if  he  panesent 
one  year's  work  in  German  an«d  elects  German  in  the  Col- 
lege he  must  take  an  advanced  course. 

ELECTIVE  WOBK. 

The  remaining  work  is  elective,  but  the  student  is  ex- 
pected to  take  at  least  one-half  of  his  electives  in  one,  or  at. 
ithe  most  two,  departments  of  instruction  under  the  direc- 
tion and  supervision  of  the  professors  in  charge.  Fiirther- 
more,  the  student  must  present  a  thesis  on  some  subject 
connected  with  his  special  work  and  embodying  the  results, 
of  original  investigations  on  his  part.  The  order  in  <which 
the  required  and  elective  subjects  are  to  be  taken  will  de- 
pend on  the  situdent's  preparation  and  his  choice  of  elec- 
tives. iBut  in  all  cases  it  is  best  to  begin  the  special  worlc 
early  in  the  course  and  devote  to  it  a  part  of  each  year.  It 
should  also  'be  noted  that  'while  Latin  and  Greek  are  not: 
required  subjects,  the  student  may  elect  them  arid  devote 
two  full  vears  to  classical  studies. 

DEPARTMENTS  OF  INSTRUCTIOX. 

During  the  present  year,  i898-'99,  the  following  cours- 
es of  study  are  offered 'by  the  College:  Economics  and"  Law^ 
4  courses;  'Bible  Study,  2;  Philosophy,  4;  /Greek,  6;  Latin,. 
7;  Modern  .Languages,  6;  English,  4;  History,  5;  Natural 
Sciences,  16;  Mathematics,  4;  Normal  Methods  and  Peda- 
gogy, 5.  While  no  student  is  admitted  to  regular  standing  in 
the  College,  until,  he  has  completed  the  entrance  require- 
ments, special  students  may  he  admitted  ta  College  courses:^ 
by  permission  of 'Faculty.^During  i897-'98,in  addition  to  the 
College  students  in  regular  standing,  48  students  took  spec- 
ial courses  in  the  College. 

PREPARATORY  SCHOOL. 

The  courses  of  study  offered  by  the  Rollins  Prepara- 
tory School  cover  five  years'  work,  and  are  equivalent  to 


those  of  a  well  equipped  (grammar  aiiti  ■Hig'h  School,  Dur- 
ing- Years  I  and  IJ  the  following  subjects  are  taken:  Eng- 
lish Grammar,  Arithinetic,  Reading,  Writing,  Spelling,  Ge- 
ography, and  American  History.  During  Years  III,  iV,. 
and  V,  the  following  subjects  are  required  of  all  students: 
English,  Algebra,  Geometry,  Physical  Geography,  Physi- 
ology,  General  'History  and  Civil  Government.     In    addi- 


tion to  the  required  subjects  the  student  elects  one  d  the 
iollowing  groups:  (a)  Latin  and  'Greek,  (b)  (Latin  and  Mod- 
ern Languages,  (c)  Latin  and  Natural  Sciences,  or  (d)  Mod- 
■em  Languages  and  'Natural  Sciences,  the  group  selected  to 
"be  taken  five  times  a  week  throughout  Year  III,  and  ten 
aimes  a  week  throughout  Years  IV  and  V.    Upon  the  com- 


pletioTi  of  either  course  of  study  the  student  receives  a  cer- 
tificate that  admits  him  to  Rollins  College  or  other  institu- 
tions of  learning  of  equal  rank. 

MUSIC  A.VI>  ART. 

in  the  School  of  Music  to  the  Departments  of  Piano 
and  Voice  .has  been  acided  that  of  \'iolin,  and  a  class  in  en- 
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semble  playing  has  been  organized.  Class  instruction  both 
in  the  elements  of  sight-singing  and  in  the  proper  rendition 
oC  hymns  is  given,  open  to  all  students.  The  Mandolin 
Qub  is  a  new  feature  of  the  School  of  iMusic.  During  the 
present  college-year  several',  pianos  have  been  added.  In 
Music,  as  in  Art  and  the  Normail  and  Business  courses, 
there  is  a  regularly  graded  course  tha!t  leads  to  graduation. 
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The  School  of  Art  offers  a  systematic  three  years* 
course.  For  those  students  that  do  not  take  the  regular 
course  special  work  is  provided,  which  includes  mstruction 
in  Outline  Work,  Charcoal  and  Pen  and  Ink,  Painting  in 
both  Oil  and  Water  .Colors,  and  China  Painting.  An  ele- 
mentary course,  extending  through  one  term,  is  open  free 
of  expense  to  all  students  of  the  Preparatory  School. 

NORMAL  AND  BUSINESS  COURSES. 

The  Normal  Course  aims  to  prepare  students  for  the 
uniform  State  examinations  for  teachers.  Review  and  drill 
work  is  given  in  aU  the  required  branches.  Particular  at- 
tention is  i>aid  to  methods  of  teaching  the  common  branch- 
es and  primary  work,  to  regular  observation  of  the  teaching 
of  these  subjects,  and  to  actual  practice  in  teaching. 

Three  Business  iCourses  are  offered,  as  follows :  -Com- 
mercial Course,  Shorthaiid  Course,  and  Telegraphy  Course. 
Students  of  average  ability,  that  are  wilhng  to  apply  them- 
selves, may  expect  to  complete  any  one  of  these  courses  in 
two  terms  or  any  two  courses  during  the  college-year. 

EXPENSES. 

The  cost  of  tuition,  board,  and  an  individual  room  is 
$165.00  a  year  in  the  Preparatory  School,  Normal  and 
Business  Courses,  and  $182.00  in  the  College.  'Music  and 
Art  are  the  only  extras.  E.  C.  HILlDS,  Dean. 


FLORIDA  CONFERENCE  COLLEGE, 

Leesburg,  Fla. 

This  Insititution  is  under  the  auspices  of  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South.  It  was  organized  more  than  twelve  years  ago  as  a 
College,  with  a  curriculum  equal  to  other  institutions  of  its 
rank.  It  took  its  origin  in  that  Methodist  principal,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  church  to  educate,  indeed,  must  educate,  if  it 
would  grow  and  preserve  inviolate  its  own  tenets  and  save 
the  world  from  the  assun^ptions  of  learning  not  sanctified. 

It  is  supported  entirely  by  patronage  and  is  largely  de- 
pendent upon  one  denomination,  and  notwithstanding  that 
it  is  located  in  that  part  of  the  State  which  suffered  most 
ixDxn  the  freeze  of  1895  and  the  consequent  financial  de- 
pression resulting  therefrom,  its  exist^ence  and  steady 
growth  during  the  past  few  years  give  evidence  of  both  the 
character  of  the  work  done  and  of  the  devotion  of  the  Meth- 
odists of  the  State  to  their  own  institution  of  learning. 


Two  years  ag'o,  when  a  sketch  was  furnishtd  for  this 
report,  the  school  was  under  the  aible  managemem  af  Rev. 
James  T.  Nolan,  who,  in  consequence  of  declining-  health 
resigned  and  passed  away  soon!  thereafter.  Rev.  T.  G. 
Lang  iwas  called  to  its  head',  and  under  his  administration, 
notwithstanding  the  exigencies  of  the  dmies  and  its  depend- 
emce  upon  patronage,  the  College  has  not  only  Iwed,  but  has 
grown  in  good  works  and  influence,  beyond  the  reasonable 
expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  supporters.  This  Insti- 
tution is  destined  to  grow  with  the  Methodist  denomination 
in  the  State,  and  the  Christian  young  men  and  women  issu- 
ing annually  from  its  religious  atmosphere,  clothed  with  the 
strong  armor  of  sanctified  learning,  will  in  turn  become 
fKDwerful  factors  in  establishing  the  foundations  of  their 
church  within  the  State,  and  will  insure  the  permanency  and 
influence  of  this  Institution  for  all  time  to  come.  Those  ed- 
ucated under  such  influences  add  to  the  general  stock  of 
Christianizing  agencies  tending  to  the  elevation  of  the  body 
politic.  What  would  become  of  the  State  were  it  possible 
to  eliminate  the  influence  of  Christian  teachers  moulded  in 
church  schools,  or  of  those  teachers  that  come  under  the 
influence  of  that  learning  which  is  preserved  only  in  church 
colleges  and  universities? 

While  the  atmosphere  surrounding  this  College  is 
thoroughly  Christian,  still  the  instruction  is  wholly  non- 
sectarian.  It  is  open  to  the  patronage  of  all  parents  desir- 
ing to  educate  their  sons  and  daughters  in  the  midst  of 
pious  influences.  The  buildings  of  the  College  and  boarding 
departments,  with  their  general  equipment,  are  ample, 
commodious  and  comfortabL*.  Tlie  cost  of  education  at 
this  institution  has  been  reduced  to  the  minimum.  The 
present  faculty  is  constituted  as  follows: 

Rev.  T.  (i.  Lang,  A.  B.,  President. 

(Emory  College.) 

•Mental  and  Moral  Science. 

E.  V.  Herman,  A.  P>., 

(Syracuse  University,  N.  Y.) 

Ancient  and  Modern  Languages. 

Mrs.  Beulah  M.  Warner,  A.  B., 
(Florida  Conference  College.) 


English  and  History. 
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Rev.  B.  F.  Lovelace,  A.  B., 

(Florida  Conference  College.) 

Mathematics . 

Rev.  C.  I.  Flory,  A.  B., 

(iSt.  John's  College.) 

Natural  Scicn-je. 

■Miss  Elizabeth  Hanshr jugh, 
(New  England  Conservatory  of  Music.) 

Music . 

Rev.  J.  Anderson,  D.  D., 
Lecturer  on   Evidences  of  Christianity. 


JASPER    NORMAL    INSTITUTE, 

Jaspkij,   Fla. 

WM.  A.  CATE,  IVincipal. 

This  institution  was  founded  in  1890  as  an  Independ- 
ent Normal  School  and  since  that  time  has  been  doing  its 
best  to  uphold  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded, 
and  to  give  to  the  teachers  of  Florida  solid  education  .1 
foundation,  as  well  as  the  necessary  professional  training 
for  their  high  calling.  Scattered  throughout  the  'State  are 
hundreds  of  men  and  women  who  are  successfully  meeting 
life's  reqiriremeriLS  and  who  are  strong  testimonials  of  the 
efificiency  of  the  work  done  by  Jasper  Normal. 

m'ILI)IN<iS   AM)   Kc^riTMENT. 

We  now  have  two  large,  comfortable,  two-story  build- 
ings situated  on  a  lot  of  about  three  acres.  They  contain 
about  fifteen  rooms,  all  pf  which  are  well  lighted  and  well 
ventilated.     The  main  chapel  will  seat  about  400  people. 

The  school  is  well  supplied  with  apparatus  and  other 
school  appHances.  The  Library  fills  four  large  cases  and 
consists  of  several  hundred  useful  volumes.  It  has  been 
improved  100  per  cent,  this  year.  In  it  will  be  found  the 
leading  Encyclopaedias  and  many  other  works  of  reference 
together  with  a  large  number  of  historical,  scientific,  and 
pedagogical  works.  Fiction  is  represen'!:ed  by  the  best 
of  the  standards  and  many  modern  wjrks. 

The  Laboratory  consists  of  a  liberal  amount  of  physi- 
cal and  chemical  apparatus  all  of  which  is  new  an-d  has  been 
placed  in  the  Normal  this  year. 
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OIWErTS. 


This  institution  has  for  one  of  its  main  objects  the 
training  of  young  men  and  .vomen  for  teaching.  To  do  this 
successfully,  nothing  is  left  undone  that  would  tend  to  make 
the  Institution  more  efficient  in  this  respect.  The  Institu- 
tion continually  watches  the  needs  of  the  pupils  and  always 
does  her  .best  to  supply  anything  that  is  wanting. 

The  classes  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  teachers  to 
to  review  any  particular  study  during  almost  any  term. 
T'here  are  four  ten-week  terms  in  each  vear. 

(BOURSES. 

The  highesit  courses  given  at  the  present  are  the 
Scientific  Course  and  the  Teachers'  Course.  These  are  ar- 
ranged so  as  to  give  the  most  satisfactory  results  in  the  least 
possible  time  and  to  teach  pupils  how  to  study. 

In  addition  to  these  two  literary  courses,  we  have  a 
Commercial  Department  which  is  well  equipped  and  well 
managed.  In  it  studen>ts  may  take  Book-keeping,  Sh<Drt- 
hand,TypeJwriting,  or  Telegraphy.  Our  metlrods  and 
equipment  in  each  branch  are  the  very  best.  Commercial 
Law,  Penmanship  and  other  branches  necessary  to  Com- 
mercial work  are  all  supplied.  In  connection  with  the 
Telegraphy  Department,  a  line  has  been  constructed  and 
offices  equipped  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  pupils  actual 
line  work.  The  offices  on  this  line  are  in  residences,  business 
houses,  and  in  the  two  depots. 

The  Music  Department  is  well  equipped.  The  pianos 
are  new  and  are  kept  in  first  class  condition.  This  depart- 
ment has  been  much  larger  this  year  than  ever  before. 
Classes  in  Vocal  Music  are  maintained  all  the  year. 

An  Elocution  Department  has  been  added  this  yean 
Besides  the  giving  of  private  lessons,  there  are  general  elo- 
cution  classes  for  teachers. 

L0(5ATI0N,  COST,  ETC. 

The  location  and  health  of  Jasper  are  good.  An 
artesian  well  furmishes  sulphur  water  for  thi.  town.  A  sys- 
tem of  water  works  is  nearing  completion. 

.    Tuition  is.  ten  dollars  per  term  of  ten  weeks.     Board 
"^15  furnished  in  the  best  familties  of  the  town  at  ten  dollars 
per  month. 

The  enrollment  for  the  first  half  of  this  year  has  reached 
260. 


The  Faculty  are  all  teachers  of  experience  and'  ability, 
ami  'they  have  proven  themselves  to  be  fully  competent  for 
their  especial  work.  At  present  there  are  seven  reoular 
teachers,  all  of  whom  are  graduates  of  colleges. 

Yours  very  truly,  \VM.  A.  GATE,   _ ' 

Principal. 


EDWARD  WATERS  COLLEGE, 

( For  Colored  Siudents.) 
Ja<  KsoNvir-LE,  Fla, 

This  institution  was  es:al)lished  in  Jackscnville  in  1883 
through  the  instrumentality  of  Rev.  W.  P.  Ross  and  others 
adS'Ociated  with  him.  1  he  college  is  located  on  Beaver  street, 
n-ear  Newnan,  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  A.  M.  E. 
Church  in  this  State. 

Since  the  first  opening  of  this  school  many  changes 
have  been  made  in  its  faculty.  During  the  past  four  years 
-a  different  president  has  been  in  change  of  affairs  each  year. 
This  fact  has  tended  to  weaken  the  influence  of  the  school, 
so  »that  the  attendance  has  b-een  comparatively  small.  For 
the  years  '96-97  and  '97-'98  the  attendance  has  not  reached 
100.  At  the  opening  on  October  4,  1898,  the  enrollment 
was  ^3,  and'  now  at  the  present  writing  we  have  enrolled  170, 
of  which  number  25  are  boarding  pupils. 

FACULTY. 

The  faculty  'for  the  present  year  is  as  follows: 
A.  St.  George  Richardson,  B.  A., 
President,  Professor  of  Higher  Mathematics  and  Classics. 

Mrs.  >M.  E.  C  Smith, 
Matron,  Insftructor  in  History  and  Science. 

Miss  ,M.  A.  E.  Jackson, 
Instructor  in  English  Branches  and  Music. 

Miss  E.  M.  L.  Webb, 
Instructor  in  English  Branches  and  Sewing. 

DEPARTMENTS. 

This  institution  has  the  following  departments:  0ollege, 
Normal,  Preparatory,  Music  and.Indwstria;!.  The  curricu- 
lum is  broad,  and  embraces  these  courses:  Classical,  Scien- 
tific, Academic,  EngHsh  and  Domestic  Economy. 


Jit*  I 


\  ntw  (lurniilory  for  girls  lias  been  erected,  and  et|uip- 
vith  all  necessary  furniture  new  and  direct  from  the 
v.    This  large  building  affords  ample  facilities  for  the 


on  of  boarding  students.  The  girls  are  taught 
to  do  plain  and  fancy  sewing,  cooking,  laundry  work  and 
other  branches  of  domestic  ecenomy.  A  new  building  for 
laundry  purposes  has  been  sdded  to  the  dormirory. 
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KXPKXSES. 


During  the  past  year  the  expenses  of  boarcHng  have 
been  reduced  to  the  fallowing  low  terms: 

Board,  including  fuel  and  light,  per  month $6.00 

Washing,  per  month i  .00 

Tuition  fee  and  room  rent,  per  month 50 

Music,  (instrumental,)  per  month i .  50 

OITLOOK. 

Under  the  administration  of  Bishop  W.  J.  Gaines,  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board- of  Trustees,  the  school  has  undergone 
many  changes  in  the  matter  of  improvements  and  enlarge- 
ments. The  entire  boarding  department  has  been  remodelled 
and  furnished  w'ith  a  new  outfit.  In  fact,  new  impetus  has 
been  given  to  the  educational  work  of  the  church  through- 
out the  State.  The  Trustees  have  adopted  the  plans  sug- 
g'ested  by  the  Bishop,  and  the  people  are  again  rallying  to 
the  support  of  this  school.  Rev.  M.  M.  Moore,  D.  D.,  Fi- 
nancial Secretary,  has  done  a  noble  part  in  helping  to  bring 
this  institution  to  the  front. 

More  interest  is  being  manifested  now  than  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  past  ni  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Edward 
Waters  College.  A  number  of  students  who  had  formerly 
attended  this  school  are  now  returning  and  bringing  other 
students  with  them. 

Thus  from  present  indicai::ions  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  this  school  will  scon  become  one  of  the  leading 
institutions  of  learning  for  negro-es  in  this  State. 

A.  ST.  CrKO.  RICHARDSON, 

President. 


ST.  JOSEPH'S  ACADEMY, 

St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

This  institution  was  founded  in  1866  by  the  Sisters  of 
St.  Joseph,  of  Puy,  France,  and  is  still  conducted  by  them, 
under^the  patronage  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  Moore,  D.D., 
Bishop  of  this  Diocese. 

The  course  is  divided  into  three  departments:  Primary' 
(with  Kindergarten),  Junior  and  Senior.  The  Senior  De- 
partment comprises  a  course  of  three  years.  It  is  thorough, 
artd  embraces  all  the  branches  of  a  useful  and  refined  educa- 
tion, including  French,  taught  by  Sisters  who  are  natives  of 
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France.  The  program  for  graduating  class  covers  all  stud- 
ies required  for  public  scliool  teachers'  certificates  of -the 
highest  grade. 

The  situation  is  one  of  the  most  pleasing  in  a  oity  justly 
celebrated  for  its  healfh fulness  and  cHmatic  beauty. 

Delicate  studen'ts  from  the  North,  who  desire  to  con- 
tinue theM-  studies,  will     find  at  the  Academy  every  means 


for  their  improvement,  and  while  they  acquire  strength  of 
body,  they  may  also  improve  their  minds. 

Young  ladies  may  enter  at  any  period  of  the  scholastic 
year,  either  as  boarders  or  as  day  pupils.  Music,  painting, 
stenography,  typewriting  with  use  of  necessary  instrumonis, 
are  extras. 

There  are  in  attendance  154  students,  two  of  whom  ar" 
to  graduate  in  June  of  this  year.  The  numbtr  of  teachet. 
is  seven.     For  further  information  address, 

SISTER  M.  LAZARUS. 

Superior. 
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ST.  JOSEPH'S  CONVENT. 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

This  instkution  was  established  November.  28,  1869, 
and  was  incorporated  Fcibruary  4,  1893. 

The  growth  of  the  school  has  been  steady,  the  average 
daily  attendance  of  the  present  session  being  180  pupils. 

The  Academy  building  was  destroyed  by  fire*  August 
18,  1891.  Since  that  time  we  have  been  making  efforts  to 
erect  a  building  \s6cond  to  none  in  the  State,  but  have  so  far 
3ucce€ded  only  in  laying  the  foundation. 

.  Our  presient  situation  is  inadequate  and  we  hope  to  im- 
prove these  conditions  before  the  beginning  of  another 
school  term. 

The  course  of  instruction  is  thorough.  Our  schools  are 
graded  upon  the  present  plan  of  the  public  s'chool  system. 

Some  of  our  pupils  pass  the  teachers'  examinations 
yearly,  not  one  having  failed  so  far  to  obtain  the  certificate 
for  which  she  presented  herself.  A  number  of  our  pupils 
hold  positions  as  teachers  in  the  public  schools  in  Duval 
county,  and  also  other  counties  throughout  the  State. 

•  Pupils  of  all  religious  denominations  are  received,  and 
while  the    children  of  Catholic  parents  are    thoroughly  in- 
structed in  the  principles  of  their  religion,  no  religious  in- 
fluence is  exerted  over  those  professing  other  beliefs. 
Very  truly  yours, 

MOTHER  M.  CLAVERIE, 

« 

Superioress. 


ST  JOSEPH'S  ACADEMY, 

Mandarin,  Fla. 

This  institute,  founded  in  1873,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph,  continues  to  be  a  preparatory 
school  for  boys  from  four  to  fourteen  years. 

It  is  situated  thirteen  miles  south  of  Jacksonville,  and 
of  easy  access  by  steamer  and  East  Coast  Railway. 

The  course  of  study  is  graided  upon  the  present  plan 
of  the  public  school  system.  iFrench  is  also  taught,  as  well 
as  stenography,  typewriting,  and  music. 

Annually  the  number  of  pupils  is  increased  and  many 
of  the  form-er  ones  are  employed  by  the  large  business  firms 
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of  the  State.  The  building  is  new  an<l  commodious,  in  a 
healthy  locality,  with  play-grounds  affording:  ample  space 
for  exercise  and'  recreation.  For  further  particulars  apply 
to,  SR.  M.  EUSEBLA, 

Superior. 


CONVENT  OF  MARY  IMMACULATE, 

KkV    WkST,  FLA. 

This  school,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sisters  of  the 
Holy  Names  of  Jesus  and  Mary,  was  founded  in  1868  and 
incorporated  in  1883;  it  has  ever  been  well  j>atronized  by 
the  leading  citizens  of  Key  West. 

The  said  convent  is  a  fine  stone  building,  on  the  plan 
of  a  Cuban  \'illa  with  spacious  piazzas;  it  is  in  a  beautiful 
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seating,  not  far  from  the  South  Beach,  commanding  an  ex- 
tensive view  of  the  ocean  and  of  the  island. 

In  1877.  a  school  was  opened  by  the  Sisters  for  colorcif 
children,  and  in  1888.  another,  forlittle  boys.  Sixteen  Sis- 
ters compose  the  staff  of  teachers. 
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The  course  of  study  embraces  all  the  useful  branches 
of  an  English  education.  Pupils  are  prepared  to  undergc^ 
examinations  before  the  Board  of  Exlucation  for  teachers'^ 
certificates  and  several  have  already  obtaine^l  the  highest 
grade.  Quite  a  number  of  their  former  scholars  hoM,  with 
success,  positions  as  teachers  in  the  public  schools. 

At  the  opening  of  the  late  war,  as  the  Sisters  judged 
they  could  render  greater  service  to  their  country  by  trans- 
forming their  convent  into  a  hospital,  they  offered  it,  as  well 
as  their  personal  services,  for  that  purpose.  Both  being  ac- 
cepted, they  closed  their  classes  on  April  23,  1898,  and  re- 
opened them  only  on  the  ist  of  December.  By  a  strange 
coincidence,  the  number  of  their  pupils  which  generally 
reaches  six  hundred,  was  replaced  by  six  hundred  wounded 
sailors  and  soldiers,  who  were  nursed  by  them  during  the 
war. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  Cubans  who  have  al- 
ready returned  to  their  native  Isle,  the  number  of  pupils  has. 
decreased;  formerly  above  two  hundred  of  that  nationality 
were  in  attendance. 

For  further  information,  apply  to, 

SISTER  M,  FLORENTINE, 

Superioress. 


FLORIDA  BAPTIST  COLLEGE, 

Jack  SON  VI LLK,  Fla. 

(For  Negro  Youth.) 

The  Florida  Baptist  College,  is  located  in  the  north- 
western part  of  Jacksonville,  in  the  beautiful  suburb  called 
Camp^bell's  Addition.  It  is  sufficiently  distant  frc'm  the 
city  to  be  removed  from  its  noise  and  confusion  and  far 
enough  among  the  pines  to-  command  a  view  of  the  noble 
St.  Johns  river,  and  to  insure  rugged  health  to  those  who 
reside  there. 

To  meet  the  demand  for  a  live  and  progressive  institu- 
tion of  academic  or  normal  grade  supported  and  maintained 
for  the  Baptists,  this  institution  was  founded  as  the  Florida 
Baptist  Academy  by  Rev.  W.  M.  Gilbert,  A.  M.,  in  1892. 

The  years  passed  have  witnessed  many  changes  but  a 

steady  and  permanent  growth.     From  a  small  beginning,. 

with  nothing  but  the. meager  earnings  of  negro  Baptists  to 

depend     upon,  it  has     now  a  property  valuation     of  from: 

$15,000  to  $20,000. 
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It  has  a  faculty  of  nine  capable  instructors,  among 
them  graduates  of  siome  of  the  best  schools  in  the  country. 

The  average  annual  enrollment  is  1 50,  about  one  third 
of  whom  are  boarders.  In  this  department  there  are  fepre- 
sentatives  from  every .  section  of  the  State,  and  also  repre- 
sentatives of  two  or  three  neighboring  States. 

Tlie  course  of  studies  comprise  those  subjects  usually 
taught  in  schools  of  recognized  Academic  or  Normal  grade. 
College  studies  are  dlso  taught  and  some  instruction  given 
in  the  louver  grades. 

The  school  while  founded  and  maintained  mainly  by 
the  Baptists,  is  open  to  all  s-tudents  of  every  denomination 
A\'ho  may  desire  to  enter. 

Having  no  income  from  the  State  or  general  govern- 
ment, it  is  supported  by  the  American  Baptisit  Home  Mis- 
sion Society,  New  York  City,  the  negro  Baptists  of  Florida, 
and  such  other  donations  as  charitable  friends  may  give 
from  time  to  time.  N.  W.  CODLIER,  A.  B.,  Pres. 


FLORIDA  INSTITUTE, 


l.IVK  OAK,   FLA. 


(For  Negroes.) 

The  colored  Baptists  of  Florida  began  to  devise  plans 
for  erecting  the  'Florida  Institute  in  1871.  After  working 
for  years  against  great  odds,  they  succeeded  in  purchasing 
at  a  cost  ot  between  $2,000  and  $3,000  three  acres  of  land, 
with  an  unfurnished  building  originally  intended,  for  a  court 
house. 

Unable  to  cope  with  the  situation  alone,  appeal  was 
made  to  the  American  Baptist  Home  -Mission  Society,  New 
York,  for  assistance,  which  was  granted.  The  building  was 
prepared  for  use  and  teachers  were  appointed. 

The  school  was  incorporated  in  1876,  and  opened  in 
1880. 

Later  purchases  were  made,  and  now  there  are  ten 
acres  of  land,  amply  supplied  with  water  facilities,  and  beau- 
tified with  fruit  and  shade  trees.  Besides  the  main  'buildings 
there  are  two  dormitories,  three  cottages,  a  laundry,  ai'J'd  a 
printing  office. 

Dr.  J.  L.  A.  Fish,  a  distinguished  educator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, served  as  President,  under  the  appointment  of  the, 
American  Baptist  Hofne  Mission  Society,  from  October  i, 
1880,  date  of  oi)emng,  to  M^.rch  26,  1890,  date  of  his  death. 
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liis  assistants,  ii>cluding  his  wife,  were  principally  Northern 
teachers,  appointed  and  paid  by  the  the  same  society.  Prof. 
H.  B.  Lawrence,  of  Massachusetts,  succeeded  Dr.  Fish,  and 
served  one  year. 

COLORED  TEACHERS. 

Since  1891-92,  only  colored-teachers  have  'been  em- 
ployed. The  Board  of  Trustee  recommend  the  teachers, 
subject  to  the  approval  and  appointment  of  the  American 
Baptist  Home  'Mission  Board. 

The  course  of  study  contemplates  the  Normal  Prei>ara- 
-tory,  Normal,  Academic,  Theological,  and  Industrial. 

STATISTICAL. 

1896-97 — Teachers  employed,  males  2,  females  3,  total 
5;  stu'dents  enrolled,  males  52;  females  79,  total  131 ;  prepar- 
ing to  teach^  47;  preparing  to  preach,  13;  normal  graduates, 
males  3,  females  3,  total  6. 

1897-98 — Teachers  employed,  males  3,  females  4,  total 
7;  students  enrolled,  males  50,  females  75,  to-tal  125;  prej^ar- 
ing  to  teach,  25;  preparing  to  preach,  3;  normal  graduates, 
males  2,  females  3,  total  5. 

FINANCIAL. 

1896-97 — 'Receipts  and  expenditures $3,181  .od 

1897-98 — Receipts  and  expenditures 3,865.11 

'For  the  two  years 7,046. 11 

One  thousand  dollars  of  this  amoount  was  donated  by 
the  American  Baptis't  Home  Mission  Society,  and  the  re- 
mainder by  the  colored  Baptists  of  Florida. 

Faculty  for  1898-99 — Rev.  G.  P.  McKinney,  President; 
assistants,  Prof.  L.  C.  Jones,  A.  B.,  and  R.  H.  Howard,  and 
the  Misses  S.  F.  Wingfield,  E.  B.  DeLancy,  A.  W.  Fitzgiiles, 
and  F.  A.  Sheffield.  G.  P.  McKINNEY,  Pres. 

COOKMAN  INSTITUTE, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

(For  Negroes.) 

This  school  was  established  in  1872,  and  it  now  has 
:seven  in  the  faculty,  and  an  atten<dance  of  225.  It  is  sup- 
ported by  the  Freedmen's  Aid  and  Southern  Education  So- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  It  is  open  to 
'Colored  youth  of  both  sexes,  has  excellent  boarding  depart- 
:ment  and  is  well  furnished.    The  course  of  instruction  is  a 
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complete   college    course.     Kour   years   of    Latin,    two  of 
Gfreek,  and  complete  course  in  Mathematics  and  Sciences. 

It  is  centrally  located  in  a  beautiful  part  of  the  -city;  it 
has  good  instructors,  who  give  the  pupils  careful,  Christian 
oversight. 

Terms — $8.00  per  month  for  board  and'  tuition.  The 
next  session  opens  Monday,  October  2,  1899.  For  cata- 
logue, or  further  information,  address 

R)EV.  F.  W.  KE'MMERER,  A.  B.,  Prin. 


TAMPA  BUSINESS  COLLEGE, 

ARMORY  BUILDING,  TAMPA,  FLA. 

(Cut  of  building  failed  to  arrive  in  time.) 

This  school  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  its  character  in  the 
State.  Organized  in  1890;  re-organized  under  new  manage- 
ment in  1897.  It  is  superbly  located,  in  the  Armory  build- 
ing, Washington  street,  and  has  a  floor  capacity  of  nearly 
3,000  sq.  ft.  The  main  commercial  hall  occupies  the  whole 
east  end,  with  a  capacity  to  accomodate  160 -students;  the 
Shorthand  and  Typewriting  halls  are  on  the  south  side  and 
have  a  seating  cap«acity  for  75  students;  the  Typewriting 
room  is  furnished  with  high  gfrade  standard  machines.  Be- 
sides these,  we  have  rooms  for  Telegraphy,  Penmanship  and 
offices.  This  is  a  modern  Business  College,  and,  perhaps  no 
school  in  the  South  has  succeeded  in  placing  a  greater  per 
cent,  of  its  students  and  graduates  in  paying  positions  than 
this  one;  we  have  them  from  Toronto,  Canada,  to  Santiago, 
Cuba. 

Special  summer,  rates  are  made  for  teachers  who  wish  to 
take  courses  of  Penmanship,  Bookkeeping,  or  Shorthand 
and  Typewriting.  The  regular  fall  opening  is  October  15. 

L.  M.  Hatton,  of  the  Missouri  State  University,  Kansas 
City  College,  and  Chicago  Shorthand  School,  is  the  Princi- 
pal and  proprietor,  and  is  assisted  by  four  specially  trained 
instructors,  thoroughly  experienced. 

Catalogues  and  circulars  will  be  furnished'  to  all  inter- 
ested in  our  line  of  education  by  addressing  the  Prinoipal. 

•Respectfully,  L.  M.  HATTO^N,  Principal. 


CHftPTeK  IX. 


County  Graded  and  High  Schools. 


This  chapter  contains  a  short  sketch  and  picture  of  a  num- 
ber of  public  schools  doing,  or  claiming  to  do,  wholly  or  in 
part,    the  work  of  secondary  education. 

It  was  designed  to  present  one  or  two  of  the  best  schools 
in  each  county,  but  those  in  charge  of  this  grade  of  schools, 
in  nineteen  of  the  forty-five  counties,  through  parsimonious 
considerations,  lack  of  interest  in  such  enterprise,  or  because 
they  deemed  their  buildings  not  good  enough  for  such  dis- 
play, have  failed  to  furnish  cuts  and  sketches.  Hence  a  few 
of  the  most  creditable  school  buildings  in  the  Stale  do  not 
appear  in  this  exhibit. 

The  question  may  arise,  "What's  the  use  of  the  picture 
gallery  presented  in  this  chapter?"  The  chief  object  in  giv- 
ing these  schools  such  recognition,  })eyond  making  as  cred- 
itable a  showing  of  the  educitional  interests  of  the  State 
as  facts  warrant,  is  to  awaken  a  spirit  of  emulation  in  the 
matter  of  school  house  l)uilding.  Human  beings  are  all 
more  or  less  imitative,  and  when  the  su})erior  enterprise  of 
one  community  is  shown  to  anotlier,  even  through  present- 
ing the  picture  of  a  school  house,  no  one  can  tell  the  effect 
it  may  have  in  awakening  another  school  district  to  emulate 
the  good  example.  It  is  certainly  hoped  it  will  have,  influ- 
ence in  moving  some  non-enterprising  and  educationally 
dead  old  town  to  bestir  itself  to  greater  effort  when  it  wit- 
nesses that  a  smaller  and  weaker  town,  financially,  has  out- 
stripped it  in  sustaining  a  good  school  and  housing  it  in  an 
attractive  building.  Again,  a  picture  possesses  a  wonderful 
influence  and  often  tells  the  true  story,  which  might  be  cov- 
ered by  over-drawn  descriptions  of  schools,  and  over-earnest 
professions  of  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  "Remarka- 
ble interest'^  is  the  current  phrase  used  in  reports  describing 
school  conditions,  while  true  likenesses  of  school  buildings 
would  instantly  disclose  the  exaggeration  in  such  terms.  The 
earnest  desire  to  employ  every  possible  agency  likely  to  con- 
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tribute  to  a  revival  in  school  house  building,  and  to  present 
unvarnished  facts  relative  to  the  schools,  is  the  apology  for 
this  chapter  with  its  pictures. 

It  is  believed,  at  least  hoped,  that  the  indired:  intluenoe 
of  this  presentation  will  compensate  the  State  many 
times  for  the  volume  and  cost  added  to  this  Report. 
Besides,  to  give  recognition  to  these  schools  com- 
mends enterprise  and  well-doing,  a  fundamental  duty 
in  all  matters  educational.  The  local  pride  felt  in  many 
of  these  schools  is  not  only  commendable,  but  insures  sup- 
port and  future  growth.  This  pride  manifested  itself  in  the 
length  of  the  sketches  telling  how,  and  in  bestowing  credit 
upon  those  thnmgh  whom,  the  schools  came  into  existence, 
and  in  describing  minutely  the  details  of  school  work,  making 
it  necessary  to  abridge  what  was  sent  for  publication.  Even 
now,  many  of  the  sketches  are  too  long  and  contain  matter 
possessing  only  local  interest. 

No  one  interested  in  the  cause  of  educaticm  would  have 
the  heart  to  eliminate  tins  chapter,  if  he  realized  the-  just 
pride  of  the  students  in  one  of  these  schools,  as  well  as  of 
those  making  sacrifices  in  building  it  up,  in  seeing  their 
school  deemed  worthy  of  recognition  in  the  State  Siiperin- 
t(!Jidcnt's  lieport.  Some  of  these  would  not  compare  favora- 
bly with  scliool  buildings  elsewhere,  but  when  compared 
with  the  ])uildings  whose  places  they  took,  it  is  but  natural 
that  a  just  pride  is  felt  in  the  improvement. 

Now  follows  M  brief  descri])tion  and  a  picture  of  the  build- 
ing of  each  of  these  schools  which  had  the  enterprise  to  have 
itself  thus  represented.  The  schools  are  given  in  alphabeti- 
cal order  of  the  counties  in  whicii  thev  arc*  located. 


UNION  ACADEMY, 

Gainesville,  Fla. 

(For  Negroes.) 

Union  Academy  is  one  of  the  leading  institutions  of 
learning  in  Florida  for  the  education  of  colored  people. 

It  was  organized  in  1866  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Freedmen's  Bureau,  but  afterwards  came  under  the  control 
of  the  Alachua  County  School  Board. 

Over  half  of  the  negro  teachers  of  Alachua  county  and 
many  others  in  the  State  are  ex-students  of  this  school.  I 
became  its  Principal  in  October,  1897,  ^"^  was  given  four 
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assistants,  but  i!  was  soon  found  that  ti-is  luiniber  was 
unable  to  <io  the  work,  as  the  attendance  grew  to  440,  when 
three  mere  were  a<lderl  t.i  the  faculty,  makiiifr  a  total  of 
t'lpht  ie::ol)crs. 

T]ic  witrk  of  ^Tadiiijjlhe  school  was  carefully  done  a-nd 


a  High  School  course  was  addi'd.     TIil'  term  was  extended 
in  1898  for  students  able  to  enter  the  sixth  grade  and  for 
teachers  preparing  for  the  June  examination. 
TKKJ1  OP  1S9'<-9S>., 

The  building  being  inadequate  :o  accuniodate  the  large 
attendance,  the  County  School  Board  recently  expended 
$1,100  in  its  enlargement,  which  gives  a  beautiful  two  story 
structure  with  eleven  rooms,  worth  a-l)out, $6,000. 

The  attendance  will  reach  over  500  bofof:  the  cl>C'se  of 
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the  present  term,  the  school  opening  with  303,  and- now 
ntimbers  455. 

DEPARTMKNl-S. 

The  departments  of  the  school  are  Primary,  comprising- 
the  first  and  second  grades;  Intermediate,  comprising  thirds 
fourth  and  fifth  grades;  Academic,  comprising  sixth,, 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  the  common  school  course; 
High  School,  comprising  two  yeaY's  with  the  Sciences  and 
the  Classics.    . 

The  teachers  of  the  Primary  Department  are  Misses 
Mattie  F.  Duval,  Cecelia  V.  Hill,  Mrs.  Judith  P.  Rainey, 
Miss  Christina  E.  Woodw^ard  and  Mrs.  Emma  P.  Tyson; 
Intermediate  Department,  Mrs  Amy  tL.  Davis,  Emma  R. 
Howard  and  Miss  Annie  M.  Hughes;  Academic  and  High 
School  Departments,  J.  Harvey  Snui'tn,  Principal,  D.  S. 
Days  and  Wm.  Watts,  Jr. 

The  attendance  has  largely  increased  since  1896  and 
thorough  work  is  being  done  by  both  students  and  instruc- 
tors. The  County  School  Board  is  extending  all  needed 
encouragement  and  financial  support  to  the  school. 

J.  HARVEY  SMITH,  Prin. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

Starke,  Fla. 

Starke  is  thought  by  its  citizens  to  be  the  most  healthful 
town  in  the  State. 

The  present  building  was  erected  in  1885  'by  a  joint 
stock  company,  composed  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Starke,, 
at  a  cost  oi  more  than  $3,000.  While  it  is  not  a  perfect 
building,  the  people  have  put  in  many  modern  improve- 
ments. It  was  first  named  Starke  Institute,  but  in  1893^ 
when  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  (E.  J.  Hill,  T.  W. 
Sweat  and  J.  C.  Byrd)  established  the  County  High  School 
at  Starke,  it  was  changed  to  the  Bradford  County  High 
School. 

The  first  principal  of  the  County  High  School  was  W. 
W.  McDonald,  who  at  the  end  of  the  year  gave  up  the 
school  to  enter  law,  and  was  succeeded  by  myself. 

The  High  School  has  had  a  very  healthful  growth  from 
the  start.  For  the  year  1894-95,  the  first  under  fny  manage- 
ment, the  average  attendance  inclusive  of  preparatory  teach- 
ers, was  132,  while  the  average  attendance  exclusive  of  pre- 


paratory  teachers  for  the  year  1897-98  was  179,  the  prepara- 
tory teachers  numbering  about  fifty.  This  year  the  outlook 
is  bright  for  still  larger  attendance. 

The  school  has  done  very  thorough  work  as  the  follo-v- 
ing  will  illustrate:     Of  those  who  have  tried  for  teachers' 


certifi'catfs.  nvart-  ihi.  1  80  ptr  t  n  lu  e  su  ceeded,  and  of 
those  who  have  tntered  insiitutions  of  h  gher  education, 
more  tlian  half  have  betn  h    t  h  nor  pupils 

The  citizens  have  offered  boarding  stud  it  s  matty  in- 
ducements which  hiie  brt  uglK  (|  1  II  a  nunihpr  from  adjoin- 
ing counties. 


The  present  faculty  have  beenr  in  the  *ehbol  the  follow- 
ing terms;  A.  Hercule«,  .B.  S.,  I.  S.,  C.  E.,  Principal,  five 
years;  G.  F.  Scott,  A.  B.,  ist  assistant,  four  years;  Miss 
Fannie  Crawford,  intermediate,  four  years;  Mrs.  Agatha 
Thomas,  intermediate,  five  years;  Miss  Ellen  Davis,  pri- 
marv,  one  year.  A.  HERCUDES,  Prin. 


HAMPTON  GRADED  SCHOOL, 

Hampton,  Fla. 

This  school  has  had  a  remarkable  growth  within  the 
last  five  years.  But  this  sketch  must  embrace  the  period 
beginning  July,  1896,  and  extending  to  the  present.  It  must 
be  'Said  to  the  credit  of  the  citizens  of  the  district,  that  this 
school  was  the  second  in  the  county  to  vote  itself  into  a 
sub-distriot  school. 

The  building  is  a  one  story  structure  consisting  of  three 
spacious  rooms.  It  was  erected  in  1896  at  a  cost  of  $1,500. 
Dr.  D.  J.  Jones  and  W.  H.  Alexander  deserve  special  men- 
tion for  their  zeal  and'  activity  in  this  matter 

In  1896  the  teachers  were:  L.  C.  Ray,  Principal;  Mrs. 
Florence  Varna  do  re.  Miss  Cora  Sessions.  In  1897  they 
were :  L.  C.  Ray,  Principal :  Mrs.  Ellen  Davis,  Miss  Olive  E. 
Ray.  At  present  they  are  E.  A.  Kennedy,  Principal;  Mrs. 
W.  B.  Dean,  Intermediate  Department;  Miss  Olive  E.  Ray, 
Primary  Department. 

The  enrollment  for  the  three  years  is,  respectively,  no, 
120  and  115.  The  course  of  study  pursued  is  that  adopted 
by  the  county  authorities  of  Bradford  county. 

Respectfully,  E.  A.  KENNEDY.  Prin. 


CRYSTAL  RIVER  GRADED  SCHOOL, 

Citrus  County,  Fla. 

The  erection  of  this  building  marks  an  epoch  in  the  his- 
tory off  the  Crystal  River  school.  It  is  an  expression  of  the 
growth  of  a  sentiment  an  that  community  in  favor  of  better 
schools  and  of  improved  facilities  for  education. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Benr.'3tt,  the  present  teacher,  has  presided 
over  this  school  for  the  past  eight  years.     During  these 


years  she  has  iiiijahcriiifjly  exerted  her  energies  fur  the  ad- 
vancement o(  e<liiralion,  and  the  cause  Iras  prospered  in  her 
hands. 


The  building  was  rtimpU'tert  in  Septfml)er,  rSijS.  'i'he 
funds  for  hs  orei-iiinn  we-ri.'  derived  from  (hi-  Siil)-nisini.-t 
Trustees,  private  siihseriptions,  and  an  appr<)]>naiiiin  uf  $iiK'> 
from  the  Couiv^v  Selnxil  l!..nr<[.  Th<.-  c.Kvtr.i-a.irs  w,re  Mo- 
Iver  Ik  McKay.' .if  ( ti-ala.    'Hn-  value  of  the  .huihhns  iiicfud- 
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ing  fiirnitiire,  equipments,  etc.,  is  estimated  at  $2,000.  This 
includes  a  piano,  the  giit  of  Mrs.  C  E.  Herrick. 

The  house  is  well  constructed,  and  is  a  model  of  neat- 
ness and  convenience.  It  is  painted  and  finished  throughout 
and  admiraibly  adapted  to  the  puq>oses  for  which  it  is  in- 
tended. 

Teachers  at  present:  Mrs.  L.  A.  Bennett,  Principal; 
Miss  May  Bennett-,  assistant. 

Sub- District  Trustees:  H.  T.  Hartman.  C  E.  Herrick 
and  W.  S.  Popple. 


LAKE  CITY  PUBLIC  SCHOOL, 

Lake  City,  Columbia  Cou.ntv,  Fi.a. 

The  'Lake  City  Public  School  is  'taught  by  a  corps  of 
seven  teachers.  There  have  been  in  attendance,  during  the 
past  two  years,  from  250  to  300  pupils. 


The  course  of  study  consists  of  nine  grades,  and  com- 
prises the  branches  required  in  a  first  grade  certificate. 

The  building  was  erected  in  1897,  and  wilh  the  grounds^ 
is  worth  about  $7,000.  It  consists  of  seven  recitation  rooms^ 
which  will  seat  about  350  pupils,  an'd  a  chapel  with  seating 
capacity  of  about  400.  It  has  wide  halls  and  stairway  and 
is  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  supplied  with  ample 
blackiboard's. 

The  grounds  cover  about  four  acres  and  are  shaded  by 
nearly  200  forest  trees.     H'EXRY  RICKARDS,  Prin. 


DESOTO  COUNTY  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

AlU'ADlA,    Fj.A. 

Through  the  efforts  of  some  of  the  public  spirited  citi- 
en»  of  Arcadia  and  the  supj>ort  of  the  Board  of  Pubilc  In- 
struction of  DeSott)  county  the  High  School  was  established 
in  June,  1897,  and  opened  its  doors  far  the  admission  of 
pupils  on  October  nth  of  the  same  year. 

The  rooms  are  all  large,  well  ventilated  and  equipped, 
all  paid  for  by  the  citizens  of  Arcadia.  The  school  is  sup- 
ported eight  months  in  the  year  from  pujiil  school  fund  and 
special  sub-district  tax.  supplemenied  in  part  by  the  City 
Council. 

Tui-tion  is  free  to  all  white  i)ui;ils  of  the  county  who  de- 
sire to  attend.  A  small  charge  is  made  for  ail  non-resid»ents 
of  the  county. 

Besides  the  Primary  and  Intermediaie  Cirades.  there 
is  a  High  School  course  consisting  o\  fjur  grades  recjuirini^ 
four  years  to  complete  it. 

the  faculty  for  the  year  1897-98:  \i.  V,  Wilson,  Prin- 
cipal; R.  E.  Watkins,  assiftrant;  Mrs.  Emma  Alderman,  Pri- 
mary teacher. 

Faculty  for  the  year  1898-^:  E.  F.  W'ilsun,  Principal;. 
H.  L.  Swatts,  Miss  Josie  A'ildor  and  Mrs.  IC.  M.  William- 
son, assistants. 

The  citizens  of  the  town  and  surrjunding  country 
realize  and  appreciate  the  benefits  and  .importance  of  a  good 
school,  hence  give  it  their  hearty  sui)j)ort  and  encourage- 
ment. 

Perfect  harmony  prevails  amuiig  the  uajiiers,  pupilri 
and  patrons. 

A  system  of  moiuhly  examinati^.ns  and  reports  tt> 
parents  and  guardians  has  provjd  very  sa:isFac:ory  to  the^ 
school's  imerest.  E.  F.  \VlL>'OX,  Prin. 


DUVAL  COUNTY  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

Jaoivhunvii.i.k,  K1..1. 

The  objt;<.-t  uf  the  Ijuval  High  Sclinol  j^  to  t'urnixh  riomid 
and  liberal  education,  to  fit  students  for  the  generul  duties  of 
life,  and  tu  meet  the  wants  of  thi'.^e  who  wish  to  prepan-  for 
higher  imtilutionH  of  learning. 

A  proiniiicnt  aim  is  to  teach  tJieni  right  use  «f  liooks,  and 
thus   prepare   students   for   self-directed   investigation   and 


study.     It  receives  all  pupils  of  tlie  county  who  have  suc- 
(icssfully  passed  through  the  eight  griimnier  grades. 

There  are  four  courses  of  wtudy  open  to  the  pupils,  esch 
four  years  in  length:  Knglii^h-Seieutific,  whicli  includes 
besides  all  the  Engliiih  branches,  hif.iory.  the  higlier  ninthe- 
matics  and  the  aeiencos;  Ijatin -Scientific,  inchtiliiig  Ijiitin, 
Greek,  mathematics  and  natural  sciences ;  Classic  Belies- Lct- 
tre,  includijig  French  and  German,  Greek  or  Latin  as  substi- 
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tutes,  iiiatheinatie>  and  sciences;  English  Commercial,  a 
thorough  English  course,  including  Book-keeping,  Stenog- 
raphy and  Typewriting. 

For  the  study  of  sciences   the   Duval   High   School   has 
physical   and  chemical   laboratories. 

A  niagnificent'  stercopticon  and  electric  microscope  lot  dis- 
playing histological  sections  in  physiology  and  in  demon- 
strating the  structure  of  vegetable  and  animal  tissues,  cir- 
culation of  the  blood,  etc. 

The  object  of  the  study  of  the  Sciences  is  to  enable  the 
pupils  to  grasp  the  general  character  of  the  sciences,  so  that 
they  shall  be  prepared  to  face  scientific  problems  and  solve 
them  by  being  able  to  apply  the  methods  of  science  in  the 
proper  way,  when  they  have  found  the  conditions  of  tlie 
problem  that  confronts  them. 

In  the  study  of  Sciences,  as  in  all  other  branches. taught 
in  the  School,  the  pupils  are  taught  to  classify  their  knowl- 
edge, to  search  for  causes,  and  their  relation  to  effects;  and 
discover  truth  by  reasoning.     Thus  not  only  knowledge  is 
gained,  but  mental  discipline. 

The  following  is  ihe  faculty  of  the  Duval  High  School: 

AV.  E.  Knibloe,  Principal Department  j)f  Science 

W.  T.  Cliapin,  Asst.  Pr in. Department  of  Ancient  Languages 

ii.    B.    Rutherford Department  of  Mathematics 

Mrs.  R.  M.   Pollard Department  of  Modern  Languages 

Miss  Jeannette  Allred Department  of  English 

Miss  Eleanor  Rawson.  .Department  of  History  and  Drawing 

J.   C    Henagor Commercial  Department 

Mrs.  Mariali   H.  Spencer  ....  Stenography  and  Typewriting 


THE  CENTRAL  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

The  Central  Grammar  School,  isituated  on  Church  St., 
between  Market  and'  Liberty,  is  the  largest  public  school  in 
the  State.  The  enrollment  for  the  present  session  is  8oi,  the 
daily  a)tt  en  dance  about  700. 

The  course  of  study  covers  a  period  of  eight  years,  and 
includes  spelling,  reading,  writing,  languge-work,  geogra- 
phy, history,  English  Grammar,  elementary  physiology, 
arithmetic,  elementary  algebra  and  free-hand'  drawing. 
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The  buildings  arc  not  only  unsightly  and  unsuitable, 
but  are  wholly  inadeqiiat'C  to  the  accommodation  of  the 
present  attendance.  The  School  Board,  however,  under  the 
leadership  of  its  chairman,  Hon.  W.  A.  Bours,  is  making  a 
vigorous  effort  to  replace  them  with  a  new  and  mod-ern 
school  building  before  the  opening  of  the  next  school  term. 

The  discipline  and  general  work  of  the  school  are  ex- 
cellent, and  especially  s-o  when  the  unfavoraible  conditions 
under  which  both  teachers  and  pupils  labor  are  taken  into 
consideraition.  The  results  will  compare  favorably  with 
those  of  any  school  of  like  character  anywhere.  The  yearly 
session  begins  the  first  Monday  in  October  stnd  continues 
thirty-two  week§.  The  daily  session  is  a  "solid"  one,  be- 
ginning at  8:30  A.  M.  and  closing  at  1:30  P.  M. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  teachers,  with  the  number 
of  years  each  has  been  connected  with  the  school : 

Principal,  Tom  F.  McBeath,  4  years.  First  Grade, 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Washington,  22  years;  'Miss  Jennie  Fnazier,  3 
years.  Second  Grade,  Mrs.  Frasier  Knight,  2  years;  Mrs. 
H.  R.  Clark,  i  year.  Third  Grade,  Miss  Mozelle  Cook,  2 
years,  Miss  Sadie  Freeland,  2  years.  Fourth  Grade,  Mrs. 
Goode  Fleming,  9  years ;  Miss  Minnie  Ivers,  2  years.  Fifth 
Grade,  Miss  Mabel  Parson's,i2  years;  Mrs.  N.  L.  Riculfi,  i 
year.  Sixth  Grade,  Miss  Hortense  Broward,  6  years;  Miss 
Pauline  Zacharias,  8  years.  Seventh  Grade,  Miss  Mary  Mc- 
Lauren,  10  years;  Miss  Emma  Daniel,  10  years.  Eighth 
Grade,  Miss  Ellie  Mclver,  12  years;  Miss  Nellie  Myrick,  9 
years.  TOM  F.  McBEATH,  Prin. 


LAVILLA  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

The  La  Villa  Grammar  School,  of  West  Jacksonville, 
located  between  Duval  and  Church  streets,  was  organized 
by  City  Superintendent  Prof.  Geo.  P.  Glenn  in  1892  with 
Mrs.  Wilson-Bowden  as  Principal.  She  was  succeeded  by 
Prof.  Benschoten,  who  served  one  year.  He  was  followed 
by  Prol  R.  B.  Rutherford,  who  served  as  Principal  for  two 
years.  In  the  year  1897,  Rev.  T.  Griffith  was  placed  in 
charge  as  Principal  and  still  holds  that  position. 

The  school  has  improved  in  numibers  and  efficiency 
each  year,  until  this  year,  the  house  has  become  to®  small 
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to  accommoda'te  the  pupils,  and  the  eighth  grade  had  to  be 
transferred  to  the  'Central  Grammar  Sch'crol. 

The  school  building  has  two  stories  with  eight  com- 
modious, well  lighted  rooms  and  large,  comfortable  halls 
and  play  gr«ounds.  It  is  well  ^applied  with  best  modern 
desks,  blackboards,  charts,  maps,  electric  bells,  and  other 
appliances  for  the  best  methods  of  teaching,  consisting 
especially  of  a  corps  of  'wide-awake,  earnest,  hard  working 
and  up-to-date  teachers.  A  circulating  library  of  about  lOO 
volumes  is  furnished  from  the  private  library  of  the  Princi- 
pal for  supplem-entary  reading.  The  entire  enrollment  last 
session  was  350;  this  session,  so  far,  301. 

The  course  includes  the  ordinary  studies  from  the  pri- 
mary to  the  8th  grade,  including  algebra,  civil  government, 
physiology  and  hygiene. 

The  one  session  system,  from  8:30  to  1:30,  works  very 
successfully.  The  discipline  is  strict  and  firm  but  kind  and 
gentle,  with  corporal  punishment  extremely  rare  and  only 
by  the  Principal  privately. 

The  present  faculty  consists  of  Rev.  T.  Griffith,  Princi- 
pal; Mrs.  Bowden-'Wilson,  Miss  Persis  Cornell,  Miss  Anna 
M.  Daniel,  Miss  Mabel  Christopher,  Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Du- 
Val,   Mi§s    Elizaibeth    McClary,   Miss    Myra    Washington. 


STANTON  GRADED  SCHOOL. 

(For  Negroes.) 

The  Jacksonville  Graded  School  was  founded  in  1868 
for  the  education  of  colored  youth;  it  being  at  the  time  a  pri- 
vate insititution  known  as  the  Stanton  Institute.  In  1882  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  county,  and  has  been  since 
that  time  a  public  school  for  colored  children. 

The  entire  plant  of  the  school  is  today  valued  at  $16,250, 
as  follows :  An  entire  city  block  valued  at  $5,000,  three 
buildings  valued  at  $10,000.  The  main  building  is  a  com- 
modious and  well  adapted  brick  structure  containing  twelve 
recitation  rooms;  the  other  two  buildings  are  of  wood,  and 
contain  four  and  two  recitation  rooms  respectively.  The 
brick  building  alone  shows  in  the  cut.  The  furniture 
of  the  buildings  is  valued  at  $850.  Apparatus  valued  at 
$400. 

The  present  enrollment  of  the  school  is  956.  The  teach- 
ing force  consists  of  the  following  eighteen  teachers: 
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J.  W.  Johnso-n,  A.  B.,  Principal;  Mrs.  M.  B.  McLen'don, 
Assistant  Principal;  Mrs.  M.  G.  Onley,  Mrs.  Lottie  Simons^ 
Miss  F.  A.  Smith,  Mrs.  I.  I.  Sams,  Miss  E.  L.  Braden,  Miss 
M.  H.  Mays,  Mrs.  €.  A.  Lloyd,  Miss  H.  Garvin,  Miss  Lelia 
Joplin,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Love,  Miss  M.  A.  Jones,  Miss  C.  C.  Cut- 
ton,  Miss  A.  M.  Edwards,  Miss  Mattie  Mitchell, 
Mrs.  V.  J.  Stewart,  Miss  F.  C.  Thompson. 

The  course  of  study  embraces  ten  years'  work.  The 
first  eight  years  the  course  of  study  laid  down  by  the  Board 
of  Public  Instruction  for  Grammar  Schools  is  followed.  In 
the  9th  year  the  following  studies  are  taken  up :  Algebra,, 
higher  arithmetic,  English  composition,  physical  geography 
and  book-keeping;  and  in  the  loth  year,  geometry,  English 
literature,  elementary  physics  and  Spanish  are  added. 

Th-e  aim  of  the  school  is  to  give  a  ithorough  foundation 
in  the  English  ^branches;  and  that  aim  is,  I  believ-e,  being 
well  carried  out.    Yours  v^ry  respectfully, 

J.  W.  JOHNSO'N,  Prin. 


PUBLIC  SCHOOL  NO.  i. 

Pensacola,  Fla. 

Public  School  No.  i  is  situated  on  Palafox  Hill  in  the 
north-eastern  portion  of  the  city'  of  Pensacola,  and  com- 
mands a  beautiful  view  of  the  city  and  harbor.  The  building 
erected  in  1886  is  a  model  of  its  kind.  It  contains  ten  large 
rooms,  well  ventilated  and  lighted,  and  separated  by 
spacious  halls.  The  rooms  are  all  comfortably  furnished  and 
equipped  with  some  of  the  best  modem  appliances  for  teach- 
ing. 

Since  1896  the  school  has  been  steadily  improving,  both 
principal  and  teachers  working  earnestly  to  uphold  tne  high 
standard  to  which  it  was  raised  by  that  gifted  teacher,  the 
late  John  P.  Patterson.  From  November  i,  1893,  to  January 
I,  1897,  Prof.  W.  E.  Grifiin  was  principal  of  the  school.  On 
his  resignation  the  present  principal  was  elected  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  and  was  re-elected  for  the  session  of  1898- 
99.  During  the  last  two  years  ten  teachers  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  school,  and  the  enrollment  nas  varied  from  315 
to  397.  At  present  the  grades  taught  are  from  five  to  ten, 
with  kti  enrpllment'  bf  358. 

The  revision  of  the  course  of  study  and  the  adoption  of 
new  text-books  by  the  County  Board  in  August  last,  have 


been  a  grtrat  benefit  i 
all  clei>artmen;s  slinv 
years. 
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L-houl.     At  present  the  work  in 
-nveniciit  tiver  that  of  former 


A  movement  to  secure  a  library  for  the  schoKil  has  been 
inaugurated  this  year.  So  far  the  efforts  in  this  direction 
have  met  with  much  encouragement,  and  it  is  now  the  belief 
■oi  all  that  the  library  will  be  a  success. 

I'AULlN'iE  kR'FjSK.  I'rin. 


APALACHICOLA  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 


The  public  school  of  Apalachicola  is  comparatively 
_young,  ahhough  situated  in  the  second  oldest  town  of 
West  Florida.  The  result  of  a  still  progressive  sentiment  in 
.  favor  of  a  regulated  system  of  instruction  has  been  most 
marked,  and  it  is  d«voully  to  be  hoped  that  before  this  senti- 
ment shall  have  spem  its  force,  it  will  have  satisfied  the 
pressing  need  of  a  more  thorough  and  higher  institution — a 
High-Sdiool:  ■Inifie  light  of  this  neossKty.'it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  a  city  of  4,000  inhabitants  will  con^tinue  long 
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satisfied  with  the  facihties  which  a  public  school  necessarily 
affords  for  higher  education.  The  representative  class  of 
people  of  this  section  would  support  a  mandatory  High 
School  law. 

Concerning  the  history  of  the  school  no  records  have 
been  preserved,  therefore  I  can  give  no  authentic  figures. 
However,  as  late  as  1887  the  -educational  interest  of  the 
town  focused  at  a  small  cot,  called  a  school  house,  near  the 
center  of  the  city.  It  was  equipped  with  home  made  furni- 
ture throughout,  employing  sometimes  two  teachers,  more 
often  one,  and  sold  the  s-ame  year  mentioned  for  $600,  the 
lot  on  which  it  stood  bringing  a  greater  part  of  that  amount. 
In  the  same  year  three  rooms  of  the  present  building  were 
built,  five  years  later  four  more  rooms  were  added,  the  cost 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $5,000.  This  does  not  in- 
clude the  block  on  which  the  building  stands  and  which  is 
situated  in  an  excellent  part  of  the  city.  Six  of  these  rooms 
are  25x30  feet,  the  seventh  25x60  feet,  making  6,000  scpiare 
feet  of  available  space.  ]k\sidL's  this  are  two  intersecting 
halls  95x12  feet  each.  Every  room  is  elaborately  ecjuipped 
with  modern  pattern  of  furniture  and  every  improved  neces- 
sity. 

The  present  enrollment  is  245,  divided  into  eight  grades 
under  a  faculty  of  six  teachers  assigned  as  follows: 

R.  T.  Clayton,  Principal,  7th  and  8th  grades;  Miss  Rice, 
6th  grade;  Miss  Kimball,  4th  and  5th  grades;  Miss  Patton, 
3rd  grade;  Miss  Spencer,  2nd  grade;  Miss  Harding,  ist 
grade.  The  salaries  of  these  teachers  amount  to  $235  a 
month. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  ])e  spoken  of  the  l^Vanklin 
County  Board  of  Education  and  of  their  unremitting  en- 
deavor to  seek  out  and  fill  everv  need  of  the  school  and  to 
maintain  it  upon  a  firm  and  ditrnifi^jd  standing. 

ROBT.  T.  CLAYTON,  i'rin. 


HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

Tampa,  P^la. 

Tlie  High  School  Department  of  the  Tam])a  Graded 
School  was  transferred'  to  a  separate  building  in  1893,  and 
the  following  year  was  made  a  separate  and  distinct  school 
under  the  name  that  it  now  bears. 

The  present  principal,  Mr.  B.  C.  Graham,  has  had 
charge  of  the  school  from  its  first  separate  organization. 
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During  three  years  of  the  time  he  was  very  ably  assisted  by 
Miss  Louise  Tucker  Phillips. 

The  school  has  grown  since  1893  from  60  to  120.  The 
course  of  study  emibraces  about  four  years,  the  first  year 
serving  as  a  transition  course  from  the  Grammar  School. 
The  other  three  years  cover  the  ground  usually  gone  over  in 
the  average  High  School. 

The  rooms  occupied  at  this  time  are  in  one  of  the  brick 
business  blocks,  very  near  the  center  of  the  city  of  Tampa. 
A  good  High  School  building  is  very  much  needed. 

The  present  teachers  are  Mr.  B.  C.  Graham,  Principal; 
Mrs.  L.  B.  'Mathes  and  Miss  Katharine  Wicker,  assis- 
tants. THK  PRINCIPAL. 


TAMPA  GRADED  SCHOOL. 

Tami»a,  Fla. 

With  the  growth  of  Tampa  the  patronage  of  the  public 
schools  increased,  and  in  1894  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
separate  the  (traded  school  from  the  County  High  School. 

During  the  past  three  years  the  Graded  School  has  had 
an  interesting  growth,  both  in  enrollment  and  in  the  good 
will' of  the  people.  The  registers  show  an  enrollement  of 
600  pupils,  with  an  actual  attendance  of  560. 

The  school  occupies  two  buildings,  the  Primary  De- 
partment (three  classes)  occupying  one,  both  under  the 
supervision  of  the  same  principal.  The  buildings  are  inade- 
cjuate,  and  the  classrooms  are  crowded.  The  attendance  is 
good,  being  for  the  month  of  January  90  per  cent. 

There  are  now  twelve  teachers  in  the  faculty,  including 
the  principal  who  has  charge  of  the  Department  of  English 
in  the  Grammar  grades. 

The  faculty  consists  of  Miss  Mary  S.  Johnston,  Prin; 
Mass  Lura  MoClellan,  8th  grade;  Miss  Azile  Davis,  7th 
grade;  Mr.  J.  J.  Wallace,  6th  grade;  Miss  Ella  Kochler,  5th 
grade.  Intermediate — Miss  Ellen  Hale,  4th  grade,  A;  Mrs. 
Neta  Fleagle,  4th  grade,  B.  Primary — Miss  Janet  Calhoun, 
3rd  grade.  A;  Miss  Maggie  McKay,  3rd  grade,  B;  Miss 
Ada  McKay,  2nd  grade;  Miss  Faith  Stowell,  ist  grade;  Miss 
Mary  Crillv,  chart  class,  and  principal  of  Primary  Depart- 
ment. '  THE  P^RLNC'TPAL. 
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LEESBURG  HIGH  SCHOOL. 


l.icicbiKuitii,  Lai 


i  Co. 
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The  Lec-sbiirg  High  Schcol  'is  pleasantly  locati'd,  on 
an  eminence,  in  Leethurg,  'Which,  having  three  lines 
of  railroads  and  excellent  clay  roads  running  in  all 
direct-ions  fix>ni  the  town,  is  easy  of  accctf?  from  all  parts  of 
the  county.  This  is  an  impcTCi-.m  item,  as  on  accoun't  of  the 


generous  public  s])iTiii 
is  free  to  all. 

That  the  citizens 
Hon  is  further  evidesi 
montliTi'  school  :crni. 
school  in  the  Stat.-.     .-X  i 
counties  are  taldnij  advai 
fered  for  an  education. 

There  arc  two  buildi 
brick  slnu-iiire.  v.y.h  fc.iir 


■r'.izens  o!  I ,ee.--'l)urg.  the  tnition 


Li-jslmrg  are  in'tcres'ttxf  in  educa- 
I  l)v  the  f.ict  that  vvc  have  a  nine 
rivilcge  er,j;iye:i  l»y  no  other  public 

nnnib^T  oi  jmpils  from  adjoining 
Liitagc  oi  the  ojipnrlunity  thus  of- 

.'  :■  iniigiiificent  two-story 
:n(ly  r.uinis  and  two  reci- 
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tation  rooms.  The  Town  Council  has  just  purchas-ed,  and 
fitted  for  the  Primary  Depairtment,  the  Coniference  College 
boys'  dormdtory,-  thus  giving  plenty  of  room  and  play 
ground. 

The  school  has  a  careifully  graded  course  oif  study  cov- 
ering eight  grades  or  years,  with  two-  years  of  High  School 
studies  additional.  The  organization  is  similar  to  that  of  the 
best  Graded  Schools  of  the  State. 

The  enrollmenit  this  year  is  181,  an  increase  of  thirty- 
three  per  cent,  over  last  year.  The  graduating  class  num- 
bers sax 

The  school  has  a  well  selected  library,  which  is  well 
patronized  by  the  pupils. 

The  moral  influence  of  the  school  and  town  is  of  a  high 
character.  Perfect  harmony  and  co-operation  exist  among 
officials,  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  teachers  at  present  are:  W.  H.  Funk,  Principal; 
Miss  Bessie  B.  Compton,  assistant  in  7th  and  8th  grades, 
and  High  School;  Miss  Majorie  F.  Miller,  5th  and  6th 
grades;  Miss  R-achel  Gaines,  3rd  and  4»th  grades;  Miss  Ad- 
die  Aibnev,  Primary  Department. 

W.  H.  FUNK,  Prin. 


EUSTIS  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

EusTis,  Lake  County, ^^'la. 

The  public  school  building  was  erected  in  1885  at  a  cost 
of  $3,800.  It  is  a  commodious  one  and  furnished  through- 
out with  the  latest  approved  facilities  for  teaching.  The 
present  trustees,  Messrs.  E.  M.  Horton,  Guy  Hutchings  and 
A.  J.  Richards,  are  progressive  citizens  and  much  credit  is 
due  them  for  the  success  of  the  school,  which  is  supported 
for  eight  months  in  the  year. 

In  1896  the  preseirt  corps  of  teachers  was  apiXDinted^ 
consisting  of  Mrs.  Jessie  Perkins,  Prin'cipal ;  Miss  Frances 
•McCulloch,  1st  assistant,  and  Miss  Ella  Mendenhall,  2nd 
assistant. 

In  1897  the  school  enrolled  about  100  pupils. 

The  course  oif  study  covers  ten  grades,  including  a  two^ 
years'  High  School  course.  By  alternation  of  the  work  in 
8th,  9th  and  loth  grades,  the  number  of  recitations  is  greatly 
reduced  and  pupils  are  enabled  to  take  more  studies  without 
increasing  number  of  teachers. 

The. pupil's  no  longer  work  at  random,  but  study  with 
some  special  object  in  view. 

The  graduating  class  of  1899  numbers  six  pupils. 

THE  PRINCIPAL. 


FORT  MYERS  INSTITUTE. 

Fort  Myers,  Lee  County,  Fla. 

Faculty:  E.  VV.  Barriiigton,  Principal;  Mrs.  F.  E.  M, 
Foose,  Miss  E.  G.  Chapman,  Mrs.  Flora  Harrington,  assis- 
tants. 

In  the  summer  of  1898  the  Board  of  Public  IniStruction 
of  Lee  county  decided  to  make  some  changes  regarding  the 
Fort  Myers  school,  with  a  view  to  putting  it  on  a  higher 
basis,  enabling  the  children  O'f  the  county  to  have  at  least 
one  high  grade  school  in  which  they  might  have  the  advan- 
tages of  an  Academac  education.  The  faculty,  with  one  ex- 
ception, was  changed,  and  the  course  of  study  was  left  to  the 
new  principal  to  'be  altered  or  amended  as  in  his  judg- 
ment he  might  think  best.  Latin,  higher  mathematics  and 
the  study  of  literature  were  added,  also  the  term  lengthened. 
The  school  has  grown  in  enrollment  and  tbe  average  atten- 
dance has  been  greatly  improved.  There  has  not  been  a. 
death  in  the  school  this  term,  nor  even  a  case  of  protracted 
•sickness.  The  healthfulness  of  the  county  of  Lee,  and  es- 
pecially  of  the  town  O'f  Fort  Myers,  lis  by  governm»ental 
census  report,  the  finest  in  the  Union.  This  is  no  idle  boast,. 
hut  can  be  substantiated  by  reference  to  the  health  statistics. 
Tuition  is  free  to  all  the  county  educable  children,  and  the 
school  offers  today  superior  advantages  to  Northern  visitors, 
who  desire  to  have  their  children  in  school  while  the  parents. 
ar€  wintering  in  this  the  most  tropical  part  o»f  Floiida. 

The  school  interests  of  the  county  were  never  in  the 
hands  of  a  more  competent  and  wide-awake  School  Board 
than  today.  To  their  care  in  selecting  teachers,  liberality^ 
and  watchfulness  is  due  the  upward  trend  that  is  bringing 
Lee  county  to  the  front.  The  Board  has  at  this  writing  do- 
nated half  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  Summer  Training; 
School  next  summer  or  spring  for  the  benefit  of  the  county 
teachers.  To  such  a  Board  the  present  principal  is  grateful 
and  he  feels  that  much  of  his  success  in  building  up  a  high 
grade  school  is  du«e  to  their  kind  co-operation. 

E.  W.  BARiRINGTO-N,  Prin. 
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LEON  COUNTY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Under  the  law  regulart:ing  the  establishment  of  County 
High  Schools,  the  \Leon  County  School  Board,  in  1885, 
erected  a  handsome  two-story  brick  building  with  four  large 
main  rooms,  two  convenient  class  rooms,  and  six  hat  and 
cloak  closets,  costing  over  $7,000.  The  building  was 
planned  to  hold  about  220  pupils.  The  school  ground  covers 
about  two  acres.  The  increase  in  attendance  called  for  more 
room,  and  die  Board  enlarged  the  main  building  by  erecting 
a  spacious,  two-story  wing,  40x20  feet,  the  exact  counter- 
part C'f  the  original  building,  thus  affording  ample  facilities 
for  a  full  common  school  course.  The  building  is  well  fur- 
nished and  ranks  among  the  best  brick  school  buildings  of 
the  St^te.  The  enrollment  this  year  is  160  pupils.  This  en- 
rollment would  exceed  200,  but  for  the  High  School  De- 
partment of  the  Seminary  West  of  the  Suwannee,  located 
here.  The  school  is  graded  and  taught  in  conformity  with 
the  present  school  law  of  the  State. 

The  school  has  never  been  closed  a  day  on  account  of 
any  epidemic,  thus  evincing  the  fact  that  Tallahassee  is  a 
remarkably  healthy  locality  for  school  work. 

The  present  School  Board  consists  of  Messrs.  G.  I. 
Davis,  J.  R.  Cohen  and  Gilbert  Hartsficld,  with  N.  W.i 
Eppes  as  County  Superintendent.  The  teachers  at  present 
employed  are  as  follows:  H.  W.  Demilly,  Principal;  Prof. 
J.  F.  Montgomery,  Misses  Carrie  Brevard,  Margaret  Ran- 
dolph, Margaret  Gotten  and  Henrietta  Clvaires,  assistants. 

Very  Respectfully,  H.  W.  DEMILLY. 


LINCOLN  ACADEMY. 

(For  Negroes.) 
Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Lincoln  Academy  is  situated  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee. 
In  existence  it  is  contemiyoraneous  with  the  public  school 
system  of  Florida.  The  presenl:  site,  located  on  West  Mc- 
Carty  street,  was  bought  by  the  Leon  County  School  Board 
in  1875. 

In  1876  the  beautiful  frame  structure  in  which  the 
school  is  now  operated  was  erected,  and  dedicated  May  loth 
of  the  same  year.    Hon.  W.  W.  Hicks,  then  State  Superin- 
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lendent  of  Public  Instruction,  delivered  the  dedioatory 
speech  in  an  eloquent  manner.  The  sthool  children  from 
nearly  every  pubHc  school  in  the  cournty  participated  in  the 
impOising  cerenionies  wi'th  banners  and  song.  The  writer 
was  then  a  boy  with  no  idea  of  ever  giving  this  historical 
brief  of  the  school. 

For  a  score  of  vears  the  principalship  has  been  held  by 
H.  S.  Harmon/  C.  B.  Miller,  W.  S.  Withers, 
C.  H.  Shine,  J.  R.  Ballard.  H.  W.  Demilly, 
L.  F.  Johnson,  I.  J.  Hendiley,  J.  G.  Riley. 

BUILDINGS  REPAIRED. 

In  1897  Superintenden-t.Eppes  and  the  School  Board  oi 
Leon  county  put  the  building  in  first  class  condition  by  re- 
pairing, repainting  and  refitting  it  with  modern  desks  and 
some  of  the  latest  school  appliances. 

At  this  time  the  attendance  of  the  school  had  outgrown 
the  seating  ca4).acity  of  the  rooms,  and  to  accommodate  the 
emergency,  the  old  Normal  School  building,  located  on  the 
same  lot,  was  furnished  and'  occupied,  making  seven  room-s 
in  all. 

The  school  carries  450  pupils  embracing  six  grades, 
hut  the  lower  grades  are  too  crowded  to  get  the  -best  results. 
The  object  of  the  school  is  to  give  each  youth  a  gc-od  com- 
mon school  education  with  the  best  moral  training  possible, 
and  to  this  end  all  of  its  energies  are  bent. 

The  course  of  study  comprises  the  common  school 
branches  only,  but  these  are  thoroughly  taught,  no  hurrying 
being  allowed.  The  course  contemplates  seven  years,  and  a 
diploma  of  graduation  is  awarded  to  every  pupil  who  com- 
pletes it.  Eleven  graduated  last  year,  and  eight  will  grad- 
uate this  year.  These  diplomas  have  admitted  our  gradu- 
ates into  the  professional  courses  of  Meharry  College,  How- 
ard University,  Virginia  Institute  and  other  colleges. 

A  few  years  back  some  of  the  higher  branches  were 
successfully  taught,  but  the  Normal  College  having 
covered  that  ground  they  were  dropped  from  the  course  of 
study,  while  that  institution  has  since  taken  up  the  greater 
part  of  our  course. 

The  primary  department  is  unique  in  operation — it  be- 
ing conducted  on  kindergarten  principles.  Graded  lessons 
in  language  extend  to  the  fourth  grade.  Grammar,  higher 
English  and  CompK^sition  complete  the  Irteirary  course. 
Arithmetic  to  cube  root,  with  applied  arithmetic  in  practical 
measurements  finish  the  course  in  mathematics. 
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FACULTY. 

J.  G.  Riley,  Principal; 

J.  H.  'Morgan, 

Miss  J.  A.  Williams, 

J.  H.  Frazier, 
Miss  M.  C.  Forbes, 
J.  W.  Davis, 
Mrs.  F.  G.  Johnson,  Assistants. 


BRONSON  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

HRONSor^f,  Levy  County,  Fla. 

Bronson  is  a  public-spirited,  thorough  gn^ing,  thriving 
town,  the  county  seat  of  Levy  county. 

It  is  surrounded  by  a  healthy,  moral,  social  and  intel- 
lectual atmosphere. 

Its  object  is  to  furnish  a  higher  course  of  study  for 
those  completing  the  common  branches  and  desiring  to  ob- 
tain a  first  grade  certificate,  or  a  higher  education,  henoe 
its  doors  are  thrown  open  alike  to  all  pupils  of  the  county. 

Its  facilities  for  (attaining  these  ends  are  a  comfortble 
and  spacious  building  furnished  with  the  latest  parapher- 
nalia, a  library  of  w>ell  chosen  books,  which  is  constantly  in- 
creasing, a  term  of  eight  months  in  the  year,  a  corps  of  nor- 
mal trained  experienced  teachers,  who  have  their  hearts  and 
soul  in  the  work. 

The  school  is  no  longer  an  experiment  but  a  tested  suc- 
•cess.  In  addition  to  meeting  its  current  expenses,  it  has 
in  the  last  two  years  paid  the  debt  of  a  few  hundred  dollars 
incurred  in  the  erection  of  the  building.  It  has  the  hearty 
support  of  Supt.  Philips,  the  School  Board,  the  town  and 
county  at  large. 

The  promoters  of  this  enterprise  purposed  building 
such  a  school  at  Bronson,  as  would  not  only  meet  the  local 
demands,  but  would  furnish  a  high  school  course  of  two 
years  that  ambitious  students  might  graduate  in  the  schools 
of  Levy  county.  And  even  at  this  early  age,  under  the  man- 
agement of  its  present  Board  of  Trustees,  these  hopes  arc 
fj>eing  realized. 

Sub-'District  Trustees: 

Perry  M.  Colson, 

T.  Walter  Shands, 

H.- B.Lloyd. 

TEACHERS. 

JilR;AiM.  B YRD,  Principal. 
Miss  MAMIE  EIDENHOUfe,  Assistant. 


FORT  MYERS  INSTITUTE. 

Kurt  Myers,  Lee  County,  Fla. 

Faculty:  K.  \\,  Barrington,  Principal;  Mrs.  F.  E.  M. 
Foose,  Miss  E.  G.  Chapman,  Mrs.  Flora  Harrington,  assis- 
tants. 

In  the  summer  of  1898  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction 
of  Lee  county  decided  to  make  some  changes  regarding  the 
Fort  Myers  school,  with  a  view  to  putting  it  on  a  higher 
basis,  enabling  the  children  of  the  county  to  have  at  least 
one  high  grade  school  in  which  they  might  have  the  advan- 
tage;s  of  an  Academic  education.  The  faculty,  with  one  ex- 
ception, was  changed,  and  the  course  of  study  was  left  to  the 
new  principal  to  'be  altered  or  amended  as  in  his  judg- 
ment he  might  think  best.  Latin,  higher  mathematics  and 
the  study  of  literature  were  added,  also-  the  term  lengthened^ 
The  school  has  grown  in  enrollment  and  tbe  average  atten- 
dance has  been  greatly  improved.  There  has  not  been  a. 
death  in  the  school  this  term,  nor  even  a  case  of  protraoted 
sickness.  The  healthfulness  of  the  county  of  Lee,  and  es- 
pecially of  the  town  of  Fort  Myers,  is  by  governm»ental 
census  report,  the  finest  in  the  Union.  This  is  no  idle  boa-st,. 
but  can  be  substantiated  by  reference  to  the  health  statistics. 
Tuition  is  free  to  all  the  county  educable  children,  an'd  the 
school  offers  today  superior  advantages  to  Northern  visitors. 
who  desire  to  have  their  children  in  school  while  the  parents 
are  wintering  in  this  the  most  tropical  part  o»f  Floiida. 

The  school  interests  of  the  county  were  never  in  the 
hands  of  a  more  competent  and  wide-awake  School  Board 
than  today.  To  their  care  in  selecting  teachers,  liberality^ 
and!  watchfulness  is  du-e  the  upward  trend  that  is  bringing 
Lee  county  to  the  front.  The  Board  has  at  this  writing  do- 
nated half  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  Summer  Training; 
School  next  summer  or  spring  for  the  benefit  of  the  county 
teachers.  To  such  a  Board  the  present  principal  is  grateful 
and  he  feels  that  much  of  his  success  in  building  up  a  higli 
grade  school  is  due  to  their  kind  co-operation. 

E.  W.  BARRINGTOiN,  Prin. 
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LEON  COUNTY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Tallahassee,  Fla. 

« 

Under  the  law  regularting  the  estabhshment  -bf  County 
High  Schools,  the  \Leon  Coun'ty  School  Board,  in  1885, 
erected  a  handsome  two-story  brick  building  with  four  large 
main  rooms,  two  convenient  class  rooms,  and'  six  hat  and 
cloak  closets,  costing  over  $7,000.  The  building  was 
planned  to  hold  about  220  pupils.  The  -school  ground  covers 
^about  two  acres.  The  increase  in  attendan'oe  called  for  more 
room,  and  -the  Board  enlarged  the  main  building  by  erecting 
a  spacious,  two-story  wing,  40x20  feet,  the  exact  counter- 
part O'f  the  original  building,  thus  affording  ample  faoilities 
for  a  full  common  school  course.  The  ibuiiding  is  well  fur- 
nished and  ranks  among  the  best  brick  school  buildings  of 
the  State.  The  enrollment  this  year  is  160  pupils.  This  en- 
rollment would  exceed  200,  but  for  the  High  School  De- 
partment of  the  Seminary  West  of  the  Suwannee,  located 
here.  The  school  is  graded  and  taught  in  conformity  with 
the  present  school  law  of  the  S'tate. 

The  school  has  never  been  closed  a  day  on  account  of 
any  epidemic,  thus  evincing  the  fact  that  Tallahassee  is  a 
remarkably  healthy  locality  for  school  work. 

The  present  School  Board  consists  of  Messrs.  G.  I. 
Davis,  J.  R.  Cohen  and  Gilbert  Hartsfield,  with  N.  W.% 
Eppes  as  County  Superintendent.  The  teachers  at  present 
employed  are  as  follows:  H.  W.  Demilly,  Principal;  Prof. 
J.  F.  Montgomery,  Misses  Carrie  Brevard,  Margaret  Ran- 
dolph, Margaret  Gotten  and  Henrietta  Cliaires,  assistants. 

Very  Respectfully,  H.  W.  DEMILLY. 


LINCOLN  ACADEMY. 

(For  Negroes.) 
Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Lincoln  Academy  is  situated  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee. 
In  existence  it  is  contemporaneous  with  the  public  school 
system  of  Florida.  The  present  site,  located  on  West  Mc- 
Carty  street,  was  bought  by  the  Leon  County  School  Board 
in  1875. 

In  1876  the  beautiful  frame  structure  in  which  the 
school  is  now  operated  was  erected,  and  d!edicated  May  loth 
of  the  same  year.    Hon.  W..  W*  Hicfcs,  then  Stiate  Superin- 
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tendent  of  Public  Instruction,  delivered  the  dedicatory 
speech  in  an  eloquent  manner.  The  stehool  children  from 
ii»early  every  pubHc  school  in  the  couruty  participated  in  th« 
itnpoising  ceremonies  wi'th  banners  and  song.  The  writer 
was  then  a  boy  with  no  idea  of  ever  giving  trhis  historical 
brie'f  of  the  school. 

For  a  score  of  years  the  principalship  has  been  held  by 
H.  S.  Harmon,  C.  -B.  Miller,  W.  S.  Withers, 
C  H.  Shine,  J.  R.  Ballard,  H.  W.  Demilly, 
L.  F.  Johnson,  I.  J.  Hendiley,  J.  G.  Riley. 

BUILDINGS  REPAIRED. 

In  1897  Superintendent  Eppes  and  the  School  Board  of 
Leon  county  put  the  building  in  first  class  condition  by  re- 
pairing, repainting  and  refitting  it  with  modern  desks  and 
some  of  the  latest  school  appliances. 

At  this  time  the  attendance  of  the  school  had  outgrown 
the  seating  capacity  of  the  rooms,  and  to  accommodate  the 
emergency,  the  old  Normal  School  building,  located  on  the 
same  lot,  was  furnished  and  occupied,  making  seven  rooms 
in  all. 

The  school  carries  450  pupils  embracing  six  grades, 
but  the  lower  grades  are  too  crowded  to  get  the  -best  results. 
The  object  of  the  school  is  to  give  each  youth  a  good  com- 
mon school  education  with  the  best  moral  training  possible, 
and  to  this  end  all  of  its  energies  are  bent. 

The  course  of  study  comprises  the  common  school 
branches  only,  but  these  are  thoroughly  taught,  no  hurrying 
being  allowed.  The  course  contemplates  seven  years,  and  a 
diploma  of  graduation  is  awarded  to  every  pupil  who  com- 
pletes it.  Eleven  graduated  last  year,  and  eight  will  grad- 
uate this  year.  These  diplomas  have  admitted  our  gradu- 
ates into  the  professional  courses  of  Meharry  College,  How- 
ard University,  Virginia  Institute  and  other  colleges. 

A  few  years  back  some  of  the  higher  branches  were 
successfully  taught,  but  the  Normal  College  having 
covered  that  ground  they  were  dropped  from  the  course  of 
study,  while  that  institution  has  since  taken  up  the  greater 
part  of  our  course. 

The  primary  department  is  unique  in  operation — it  be- 
ing conducted  on  kindergarten  principles.  Graded  lessons 
in  language  extend  to  the  fourth  grade.  Grammar,  higher 
English  and  Composition  complete  the  literary  course. 
Arithmetic  to  cube  root,  with  applied  arithmetic  in  practical 
measurements  finish  the  course  in  mathematics. 
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FACULTY. 

J.  G.  Riley,  Principal; 

J.  H.  Morgan, 

Miss  J.  A.  Williains, 

J.  H.  Frazier, 
Miss  M.  C.  Forbes, 
J.  W.  Davis, 
Mrs.  F.  G.  Johnson,  Assistants. 


BRONSON  HIGH  SCHOQL, 

BRONsoj»f,  Levy  County,  Fla. 

Bron&on  is  a  public-spirited,  thorough  going,  thriving 
town,  the  county  seat  of  Levy  county. 

It  is  surrounded  by  a  healthy,  moral,  social  and  intel- 
lectual atmosphere. 

Its  object  is  to  furnish  a  higher  course  of  study  for 
those  completing  the  common  branches  and  desiring  to  ob- 
tain a  first  grade  certificate,  or  a  higher  education,  henoe 
its  doors  are  thrown  open  alike  to  all  pupils  of  the  county. 

Its  facilities  for  (attaining  these  ends  ar€  a  comfortble 
and  spacious  building  furnished  with  the  latest  parapher- 
nalia, a  library  of  w-ell  chosen  books,  which  is  constantly  in- 
creasing, a  term  of  eight  months  in  the  year,  a  corps  of  nor- 
mal trained  experienced  teachers,  who  have  their  hearts  and 
soul  in  the  work. 

The  school  is  no  longer  an  experiment  but  a  tested  suc- 
cess. In  addition  to  meeting  its  current  expenses,  it  has 
in  the  last  two  years  paid  the  debt  of  a  few  hundred  dollars 
incurred  in  the  erection  of  the  building.  It  has  the  hearty 
support  of  Supt.  Philips,  the  School  Board,  the  town  and 
county  at  large. 

The  promoters  of  this  enterprise  purposed  building 
such  a  school  at  Bronson,  as  would  not  only  meet  the  local 
demands,  but  would  furnish  a  high  school  course  of  two 
years  that  ambitious  students  might  graduate  in  the  schools 
of  Levy  county.  And  -even  at  this  early  age,  under  the  man- 
agement of  its  present  Board  of  Trustees,  these  hopes  are 
;l)eing  realized. 

Sub-'Distriet  Trustees : 

Perry  M.  Colson, 

T.  Walter  Shands, 

H.' B.Lloyd. 

TEACHERS. 

JtUSUiM.  BYRD,  Principal. 
Miss  MAMIE  ElDENHOUfe,  Assistant. 
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BRISTOL  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

Bristoi^  Libkrty  County,  Fla. 

The  Bristol  School  is  pleasantly  located  on  a  lo-acre 
lot  at  Bristol,  Fla.  The  building  was  erected  in  1894.  Prof. 
L.  H.  Cart-er,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Agnes  kdwards,  taught  a 
term,  of  -eight  months  during  the  school  year  1894-95,  with 
.an  attendance  of  97  pupils.  Prof.  S.  Warren,  taught  a  Nor- 
mal school  at  Bristol,  embracing  the  months  of  August  and 
September  of  1895.  Prof.  Warren,  assisted  by  Miss  V.  A. 
Solomon,  taught  a  term  of  four  momlihs,  during  the  school 
year  1895-96,  with  an  attendance  of  71  pupils.  During  the 
-school  year  1896-97,  the  Bristol  School  was  taught  by  Prof. 
Warren  as  principal,  and  Miss  V.  K.  Sheppard  and  Miss 
Seanie  Strickland  as  assistant  teachers,  for  a  term  of  four 
months,  the  attendance  being  101  pupils.  Prof.  C.  L.  Sw^ain, 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Agnes  Edwards,  taught  a  term  of  fiv»e 
months  for  the  year  1897-98,  with  an  attendance  of  84  pu- 
pils. For  the  pres-ent  year  i8(.)8-99,  ihe  school  has  b«en 
taught  by  Miss  Texie  Li|)seom])e,  jvrincipal,  and  Miss  V.  A. 
Solomon,  assistant.  Term  four  nicivfns,  with  an  attendanev 
of  78  pupils.  T!  IK  I^RIXCIPAL. 


PALMETTO  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Palmkito,  Manatkk  Coin  TV,  Fla. 

This  institution  is  established  in  Palmetto,  Manatee 
county,  and  has  been  in  operas ijn  three  years.  The  struct- 
ure is  the  best  educational  one  in  the  county;  was  erected 
.at  a  cost  of  $2,700;  is  pleasantly  located  in  the  midst  of  a 
fine  agricultural  section  inhabited  1)y  a  refined,  moral  and 
progressive  population. 

The  session  of  1897-98  was  more  successful  than 
the  preceding  term;  and  the  success  of  the  present 
ierm  of  1898-99  is  even  more  pronounced.  The  en- 
rollment is  150  pupils  in  three  departments.  Norman  E. 
Young  is  principal.  Miss  S.  M.  Rowlett,  first  assistant,  and 
Mrs.  Lola  1.  Sims,  second  assistant.  There  is  harmony 
.among  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils.  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  official's  to  enlarge  the  curriculum  in  the  future,  to  em- 
ploy four  teachers,  and  to  leave  nothing  undcne  to  make  the 
.school  a  leading  one  in  Southern  Florida. 

NORMAN  E.  YOUNG, 

Principal. 
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MANATEE  COUNTY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Braidentown,  Fla. 

This  dnstitution  was  organized  and  established  in  the 
year  1892  by  the  Board  of  Public  li}struction,  aided  by  the 
thoughtful  and  generous  citizens  of  Braidentown. 

This  year  marks  the  highest  enrollment  of  pupils  in 
the  High  School. 

The  County  Board  has  separated  the  Primary  School, 
from  the  High  School,  placing  it  under  different  manage- 
ment; although  the  former  uses  the  same  building  as  tht 
latter. 

The  course  of  study  is  so  arranged  with  reference  to 
the  county  schools  that  advanced  pupils  from  the  same  may 
complete  the  year's  work  at  the  High  School.  It  is  gratify- 
ing that  the  number  of  pupils  taking  advantage  of  (this  wise 
provision  of  our  County  Superintendent  and  Board  is  in- 
creasinpf. 

Braidentown,  on  the  broad  and  lovely  Mana4:ee,  pro- 
tected from  the  frosts  that  have  blighted  fields  and  groves 
elsewhere,  offers  excellent  material,  social  and  educational 
advantages  to  those  seekinsr  a  genial  climate. 

C.  R.  SPENCER,  Principal. 
•MRS:  S.  C.  STUART,  Assistant. 


OCALA  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

OcALA,  Fla. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  ranks  among  the  most  pro- 
gressive High  Schools  in  the  Slate.  The  building  is  large 
and  handsome,  is  heated  by  steam,  well  furnished,  and  eost 
$10,000.  The  term  is  eight  months,  six  being  paid  for  by 
the  County  Board  of  Pubiic  Instruction,  two  by  the  Trintees 
of  the  Sub-district — a  levy  of  three  mills  is  made  upon  ihe 
town  to  aid  in  the  support  of  this  school  and  Howard 
Academy.  The  enrollment  is  above  400.  The  course  of 
study  embraces  eight  Grammar  grades  and  three  High  School 
grades.  The  subjects  taught  in  the  High  School  DepartiucDt 
are  such  as  are  found  in  the  curricula  of  the  be^t  High 
Schools. 

An  Annual  Commencement  is  held,  whdn  the  graduates 
number  from  fiwe  to  fifteen.  The  school  is  open  to  the  patron- 
age of  advanced  students  from  the  whole  county,  many  being 
enrolled  from  the  eountrv  districts. 
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The  followiiiK  i"  tlie  present  facultj',  the  principal  und 
Bcveiai  assistants  having  been  in  tlie  seiioot  lor  ii^e  yoars: 

Primary  Department,  iliss  Nellie  V.  Sievenv  .Miss  Kaiinie 
Clark;  Intarmediate  Department,  ilisti  Iniia  II.  Porter,  Mies 


Hittii   I    ihi    Mr-    M   ( 
btephtn  Uwitt,  Ml"  'i    1 
partniuit  Mis- hjirali  If   I 
J  Eirk   Fnmijinl 


h  i^-L  (.raninur  DLpirtnit'Tit,  Mr 
iniKllii  (!iil5iTi  High  ^^.hPol  De- 
ll  Ml"  Mii.aiii  H    j'a-i  iir,  Tohn 


HOWARD  ACADEMY. 

(KorX..groes.) 
0<:,M.A,  Vl..\. 

•nu^  M-li,.oi  i.i  lieautifiillv  located  on  a  high  l^rracL"  in  Ihe 
western  part  of  the  eitv  of  Oc-alii.  It  has  ample  grounds  and 
a  commodious  building,  erected  in  1897  by  the  County  Board 
of  Public  Instnielion  and  the  City  Council  at  a  cwl  ..f  $3.5(10. 
The  enrollment  in  IH'.tt  was  397;  in  1898,  339.  The  tiTin 
in  '97  was  five  months,  in  '98,  eight  months. 

The  course  of  study  is  the  one  proserilied  by  the  County 
Board  of  Public  Instruction.  It  embraces  eight  grides,  vitb 
Priman',  Intsnnediate,  and  Crammar  School  Depdrr.nents. 


The  pupils  and  patroog,  with  the  aid  of  the  teachore,  liave 
fumishod  a  425-pound  school  bell,  an  organ,  and  an.  American 
flag,  A  nnniber  of  heautiful  shade  trees  have  been  set  and 
are  growing  upon  the  grounds. 

The  faculty  is  as  folJowa:  B.  F.  Hartwell,  Principal; 
Clias.  II,  Stewart,  Miss  M.  A.  MeClellan,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Stewart, 
Mrs.  I.  P.  Hall,  Miss  A.  E.  Murray,  Miss  I.  J.  Small,  and  Mr- 
A.  A.  Jones.      (Cut  so  defective,  picture  left  out.) 


SEARS  SCHOOL. 

Key  West,  Fr.A. 

This  is  the  first  public  school  established  in  the  city 
in  the  year  1870.  The  building,  now  used,  which  is  situated 
in  the  business  part  of  the  city  was  erected  in  1874.    It  has 


three  floors  and  nine  apartments  furnished  with     folding 
doable  desks. 

The  course  of  study  is  divided  into  nine  grades,  and  in- 
cltNies  all  the  studies  required  in  the  "State  Uniform  Exam- 
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inarfiion"  for  teachers'  first    grade  certificates,  and  General 
History,  Natural  Philosophy  and  Book-keeping. 

To  graduate,  the  pupil  is  required  to  pass  the  regular 
•examination  required  by  the  State  for  teachers  and  secure 
3,  first  grade  certificate,  or  rank  80  per  cent,  in  second  grade 
and  have  a  good  class  record  in  the  other  branches  required 
in  first  grade.  Since  1892  tlie  number  of  pupils  as  well  a» 
the  grade  has  advanced  fully  100  per  cent.  The  Primary. 
_grade  has  been  divided  and  another  teacher  appointed  to 
teach  in  an  adjoining  building,  fitted  for  the  purpose. 

The  school  is  utider  the  principalship  of  B.  C.  Nichols, 
^with  nine  assistant  teachers.  The  greatest  number  enrolled 
during  the  year  1897-98  was  810,  with  an  average  of  531. 

Since  the  war  with  Spain,  many  of  the  patrons  of  the 
:school  have  changed  residence,  which  necessarily  reduces 
the  number  in  attendance  for  this  year.  Last  year  six  of 
the  scholars  of  this  school  received  diplomas,  two  of  whom 
received  first  grade  certificates  as  teachers. 

B.  C.  NICHOLS,  Prin. 


APOPKA  GRADED  SCHOOL. 

Apopka,  Fla. 

Ap-opka,  situated  in  Orange  county  at  the  intersection 
of  the  Florida  Central  and  Peninsular  and  the  Florida  Mid- 
land railroads,  is  noted  for  its  cultured,  progressive,  and  lib- 
eral citizenship.  So  when  it  was  "proposed  in  1896  to  form 
a  sub-district,  levy  a  tax,  and  erect  a  suitable  school  build- 
ing, there  was  no  opposition. 

A  handsome  frame  structure  containing  four  large 
rooms  and  two  halls  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $2,500. 
The  finishing  is  elegant,  and  it  is  supplied  -with  modem  fuir- 
niture  and  appliances. 

In  January  1897,  Prof.  J.  H.  Hart  took  charge  of  thie 
school  in  the  new  house.  His  teaching  was  earnest,  practi- 
cal, and  thorough;  his  discipline  just  and  firm,  and  his  popu- 
larity both  as  man  and  teacher  is  attested  by  all.  Through 
his  eflForts  an  excellent  organ  was  purchased  -for  the  school. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  in  May,  1898,  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  quit  the  profession. 

Since  October,  1898.  L.  C.  Ray  has  had  charge  of  the 
.school. 
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The  higher  department  does  thorough,  practical  work 
in  the  common  schoo]  branches,  al-so  in  algebra,  geometry, 
Latin  book-keeping,  etc. 

The  average  enroilmen't  for  two  years  past    has  been 
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about  lOO.     During  part  of  the  present  term,  the  average 
attendance  has  been  ninety  per  cent  of  the  enrollment. 

For  the  past  three  years  Miss  Celia  W.  Alden  an<r  Miss 
'May  Rinaldi  have  taught  the  primary  and  intermediate 
grades.    Their  conscientious,  painstaking    labor  has  heea 
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MANATEE  COUNTY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Braidentowx,  Fla. 

This  instifution  was  organized  and  established  in  the 
year  1892  by  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction,  aided  by  the 
thoughtful  and  generous  citizens  of  Braidentown. 

This  year  marks  the  highest  enrollment  of  pupils  in 
the  High  School. 

The  County  Board  has  separated  the  Primary  School, 
from  the  High  School,  placing  it  under  different  mana^*e- 
ment;  although  the  former  uses  tlie  same  building  as  the 
latter. 

The  course  of  study  is  so  arranged  with  reference  to 
the  county  schools  that  advanced  pupils  from  the  same  may 
complete  the  year's  work  at  the  High  School.  It  is  gratify- 
ing that  the  number  of  pupils  taking  advantage  of  *his  wise 
provision  of  our  County  Superintendent  and  Board  is  in- 
creasinpf. 

Braidentown,  on  the  broad  and  lovely  Manatee,  pro- 
tected from  the  frosts  that  have  blighted  fields  -and  groves 
elsewhere,  ofifers  excellent  material,  social  and  educational 
advantages  to  those  seekins:  a  genial  climate. 

C.  R.  SPENCER,  Principal. 
iMRS;  S.  C.  STUART,  Assistant. 


OCALA  HIGH  SCHOOL 

OcALA,  Fla. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  ranks  among  the  most  pro- 
gressive High  Scliools  in  the  Slate.  The  building  is  large 
and  handsome,  is  heated  by  steam,  well  furnished,  and  eost 
$10,000.  The  term  is  eight  months,  six  being  paid  for  by 
the  County  Board  of  Public  Instruction,  two  by  the  Trintoes 
of  the  Sub-district — a  levy  of  three  mills  is  made  upon  ihe 
town  to  aid  in  the  support  of  this  school  and  Howard 
Academy.  The  enrollment  is  above  400.  The  course  of 
study  embraces  eight  Grammar  grades  and  three  High  School 
grades.  The  subjects  taught  in  the  High  School  Deparriuent 
are  such  as  are  found  in  the  curricula  of  the  be^t  High 
Schools. 

An  Annual  Commencement  is  held,  when  the  graduates 
number  from  five  to  fifteen.  The  school  is  open  to  the  patron- 
age of  advanced  students  from  the  whole  county,  many  being 
enrolled  from  the  eountrv  districtj?. 


The  following  i»  tlie  present  faculty,  the  principal  i;nd 
several  aseiGtants  having  been  in  the  sdiuol  for  Uv^  scan: 

Primary  Department,  iliss  Xellie  V.  Slcvenv  Miss  tannic 
Clark;  Intenneiiiate  Department,  iliKS  Irma  U.  Pofter,  Mias 


HitfK  I  [hi  Mr  M  (  (  In  (  (.rariimiir  DqurtiiKnt,  Air 
Stephni  Uwitt  Mi- >  Dunmllrt  l.nttin  Hijrh  s._l  ool  i:)e- 
partnuiil  Mi'- SnruJi  I!  litill  Mi"  Mii.Hiii  H  I'd-f  ur,  Tnhn 
J  hirlt    Pmuii.il 


HOWARD  ACADEMY. 

(Kor  N'fgroes,} 

OcAf.A,    Kl.*. 

'nh  si-h(n>l  is  hfiuilifiillv  lo^'ulvil  on  It  liigh  1ev[;i<-e  in  ihe 
western  part  of  tlu'  citv  of  Ocala,  It  has  ampie  grounJ;;  and 
a  eomiiK>di(His  biiildinfr,  erected  in  189T  by  the  Cinmty  Board 
of  Public  Jnstruetion  and  the  City  Council  at  a  f-f^st  A  ■S3,5(l0, 
The  enrollment  in  ]S9T  was  397:  in  1898,  J39.  The  term 
in  '9T  was  five  moiitli^,  in  '98,  eight  nionthe. 

The  course  of  study  i^i  tlte  one  prcscrilwif  by  the  County 
Board  of  Public  Instruction.  It  embracci  eight  gndea,  ^-ith 
Prininn',  Intpnnediate.  and  Oraniniar  School  Depaittneiits. 


The  pupils  and  patrons,  with  the  aid  of  the  tenchoTE,  Jiave 
furnished  a  425-pound  school  bell,  an  organ,  and  an  American 
flag.  A  number  of  beautiful  shade  trees  have  been  set  and 
are  (trowing  upon  the  grounds. 

The  faeidty  is  as  follows:  B.  F.  Hartwell,  Principal; 
Chas.  H.  Stewart,  Miss  M.  A.  MeClellan,  Mrs.  J.  IC.  Stewart, 
Mrs.  I.  P.  Hall,  Miss  A.  E.  Murray,  Miss  I.  J.  Small,  and  Mr. 
A.  A.  Jones.      (Cut  so  defective,  picture  left  out.) 


SEARS  SCHOOL. 

Key  West,  Fr.A. 

This  is  the  first  public  school  established  in  the  city 
in  the  year  1870.  The  building,  now  used,  which  is  situated 
in  the  business  part  of  the  city  was  erected  in  1874.    It  has 


SEAKK  SCHOOT,, 


three  floors  and  niiie  apartments  furnished  with     folding 
double  desks. 

The  course  of  study  is  divided  into  nine  grades,  and  in- 
cludes all  the  studies  required  in  the  "State  Uniform  Exam- 
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ination"  for  teachers'  first    grade  certificates,  and  General 
History,  Natural  Philosophy  and  Book-keeping. 

To  graduate,  the  pupil  is  required  to  pass  the  regular 
•examination  required  by  the  State  for  teachers  and  secure 
a  first  grade  certificate,  or  rank  80  per  cent,  in  second  grade 
and  have  a  good  class  record  in  the  other  branches  required 
in  first  grade.  Since  1892  the  number  of  pupils  as  well  as 
the  grade  has  advanced  fully  100  per  cent.  The  Primary, 
^rade  has  been  divided  and  another  teacher  appointed  to 
teach  in  an  adjoining  building,  fitted  for  the  purpose. 

The  school  is  under  the  principalship  of  B.  C.  Nichols, 
Avith  nine  assistant  teachers.  The  greatest  number  enrolled 
<iuring  the  year  1897-98  was  810,  with  an  average  of  531. 

Since  the  war  with  Spain,  many  of  the  patrons  of  the 
school  have  changed  residence,  which  necessarily  reduces 
the  number  in  attendance  for  this  year.  Last  year  six  of 
the  scholars  of  this  school  received  diplomas,  two  of  whom 
received  first  grade  certificates  as  teachers. 

B.  C.  NICHOLS,  Prin. 


APOPKA  GRADED  SCHOOL. 

Apopka,  Fla. 

Apopka,  situated  in  Orange  county  at  the  intersection 
of  the  Florida  Central  and  Peninsular  and  the  Florida  Mid- 
land railroads,  is  noted  for  its  cultured,  progressive,  and  lib- 
eral citizenship.  So  when  it  was  'proposed  in  18^6  to  form 
a  sub-district,  levy  a  tax,  and  erect  a  suitable  school  build- 
ing, there  was  no  opposition. 

A  handsome  frame  structure  containing  four  large 
rooms  and  two  halls  was  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $2,500. 
The  finishing  is  elegant,  and  it  is  supplied  with  modem  fur- 
niture and  appliances. 

In  January  1897,  Prfof.  J.  H.  Hart  took  charge  of  thie 
school  in  the  new  house.  His  teaching  was  earnest,  practi- 
cal, and  thorough;  his  discipline  just  and  firm,  and  his  popu- 
larity both  as  man  and  teacher  is  attested  by  all.  Through 
his  efifo.rts  an  excellent  organ  was  purchased  for  the  school. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  in  May,  1898,  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  quit  the  profession. 

Since  October,  1898.  L.  C.  Ray  has  had  charge  of  the 
school. 
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The  higher  depart  men  t  does  thorough,  practieal  work 
in  the  common  school  branches,  also  in  algebra,  geometry, 
Latin  book-keeping,  etc. 

The  average  enrollment  for  two  years  past    has  been 
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about  loo.     During  part  of  the  present  term,  the  average 
attendance  has  been  ninety  per  cent  of  the  enrollmient. 

For  the  past  three  years  Miss  Celia  W.  Alden  and'  Miss 
May  Rinaldi  have  taught  the  primary  and  in.termediate 
grades.    Their  conscientious,  painstaking    labor  has  been 
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attended  with  great  success,  and  they  are  worthy  of  the 
■highest  praise  for  their  effioi-ency  and  faithfulness.  Their 
daily  work  is  encouraged  -by  the  esteem  of  the  patrons  and 
the  enthusiastic  love  of  their  pupils. 

The  length  o«f  the  term  is  usually  seven  months. 

L.  C.  RAY, 

Principal. 


HOPPER  ACADEMY. 

(For  Negroes.) 
Sanford,  Fla. 

Hopper  Academy  is  located  in  Sanford,  Orange  Co., 
Fla. 

In  i88i  a  lot  was  donated  to  the  people  by  the  Land 
and  Colonization  Co.,  upon  which  was  erected  a  building 
20x30  feet. 

In  1886  the  present  principal,  "with  ome  assistant,  was 
appointed  to  the  position.  Realizing  the  need  of  better  ac- 
commodations, the  building  as  seen  in  the  cut  was  erected 
in  1890,  through  the  strenuous  efforts  of  teachers  and  par- 
ents, the  school  having  increasied  to  an  enrollment  of  220 
pupils  and  four  teachers. 

The  building  is  30x52  feet  with  five  com'fortable  rooms, 
and  two  spacious  halls.  Each  room  is  supplied  with  furniture 
and  good  black-board's.  The  building  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  about  $2,000,  one-fifth  of  which  was  furnished  by  the 
City  Council. 

The  present  faculty  consists  of  W.  C.  MdLester,  Prin- 
cipal; Mrs.  W.  C.  McLester,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Hamilton,  Mrs. 
M.  J.  Duhart,  Miss  C.  E.  McKinney. 

Enrollment  of  students  191.  The  course  of  study  pur- 
sued is  that  planned  by  the  Board  of  Pulblic  Instruction  d 
Orange  county. 

Students  completing  the  course  have  become  public 
school  teachers  of  the  county. 

•W.-C.  McLESTER, 

Principal. 


OSCEOLA  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

KiSSIMMSE,  OSCKOLA  CoUNTY,  KlA. 

W'hat  is  popularly  known  to  -the  people  of  the  couiHy 
as  Osoeola  'High  School  is  composed  of  High  School, 
Grammar,  Interm^ediate,  Primary.  Music  and  Art  Depart- 
ments— eleven  grades  all  under  one  management,  and  re- 
quiring a  faculty  of  seven  teachers. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  '97-98  was  271,  forty  of 
whom  were  in  the  High  School  department. 

As  the  vast  majority  of  its  graduates  do  not  enter  high- 
er institutions,  the  curriciihim  is  somewhat  higher  than  the 
High  Schools  that  serve  simply  as  preparatory  to  colleges, 
and  comprises  a  full  four  years'  course  in  History  (Ameri- 


can and  General),  English,  Latin,  Mathematics     and  the 
Sciences — Mental,  Moral  and  Physical. 

The  present  building  was  erected  during  the  summer 
of  i8g8  at  a  cost  of  $5,000,  and  contains  in  addition  to  eight 
commodious  recitation  rooms,  an  auditorium  with  a  seat- 
ing capacity  of-500.  It  also  has  i.ooo  square  feet  of  slate 
black-board  and  a  complete  system  of  electric  bells. 

As  all  the  other  schools  of  the  county  are  graded  to  the 
High  School,  people  living  out  of  town  experience  no  dif- 
ficulty in  entering  their  children  after  the  other  schools  are 
closed,  thereby  securing  nine  months'  tuition  at  the  very 
small  additional  cost  of  only  a  few  months'  board;  and  as 
they  are  coming  more  and  more  to  realize  this  fact,  it  is 
quite  likely  that  the  enrollment  for  this  year  will  reach  three 
hundred.  F.  B.  SHIPP, 

Principal. 


GRADED  AND  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Dade  City,  Pasco  Couxtv,  Fla. 

The  school  as  org-anized,  when  i;  came  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  writer  in.i8y6,  was  compaseil  of  a  piincipal 
and  three  assii:ani  teachers,  who  were  recommcndt;d  by  a 
board  nf  three  trustees. 

The  schwol,  last  vtar,  had  an  enrollment  o:  i6d  leg^al 
pupils,  under  a  corps  of  five  teachers,  and  the  results  accom- 


plished were  a  credit  to  the  ins.iti:tion.  liesides  the  legal 
pupils,  fifteen  of  the  couniy  teachers  were  in  attendance  for 
periods  of  from  two  to  four  months.  The  superintendent, 
Hon.  D.  O.  Thrasher,  reports  that  the  most  effective  work 
in  the  county  is  accomplished  by  rhe  teachers  from  this 
school. 

At  the  inception  of  this  school,  the  people,  to  a  limited 
extent,  murmured  on  account  of  one  school  being  favored. 
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more  than  another  as  to  leng'th  of  term,  but  any  prejudice 
that  may  have  existed  has  passed  away,  and  they  are  now 
complaining  because  of  threats  of  curtaiUng  the  length  of 
the  term. 

The  school  this  year,  is  under  the  management  of  the 
writer  and  four  excellent  assistants:  Prof.  H.  S.  PhiUips, 
Mrs.  Jno.  B.  Johnston,  Miss  Mary  McCullough,  and  Miss 
M.  'L.  Wever.  The  attendance  is  larger  than  ever  before, 
and  we  number  pupils  from  all  sections  of  the  coun'ty,  and 
again  the  county  teachers  are  with  us. 

The  course  of  study  is  modeled  after  the  best  graded 
schools  in  the  State,  and  has  the  approval  of  our  State  Su- 
perintendent, while  the  ends  sought  to  be  attained  by  the 
in'stitution,  are  bhe  fitting  of  boys  and  girls  to  be  self-sustain- 
ing men  and  women,  and  the  developing  of  their  highest  so- 
cial and  moral  faculties.  Some  of  the  me'ans  of  attaining 
these  ends  are;  the  insistence  that  ail  branches  be 
thoroughly  taught  and  completely  mastered,  and  that  all  in- 
formation gained  be  put  immediately  into  practice,  that 
all  knowledge  acquired,  in  the  more  advanced  departments, 
be  arranged  and  studied  synoptically. 

Examinations  are  held  bi-monthly,  as  much  for  bhe  use 
of  the  teachers  as  for  the  testing  of  the  pupils,  since  they  • 
afiford  the  teachers  an  opportunity  of  kn^owing  what  partic- 
ular parts  of  subjects  have  not  ])een  so  fully  developed  as 
to  enable  the  pupils  to  master  them. 

The  greatest  needs  of  the  school  are,  more  room  and 
more  teachers.  ROBT.  M.  RAY, 

Principal. 


SUMMERLIN  INSTITUTE. 

Baetow,  Polk  County,  Fla. 

Summerlin  Institute  is  named  for  its  founder,  the  late 
Mr.  Jacob  Summerlin,  a  gentleman  full  of  public  spirit  and 
faith  in  the  free  school  system. 

This  handsome  brick  structure,  considered  by  many 
the  finest  public  school  building  in  Florida,  was  erected  in 
1888,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000.  It  contains  seven  commodious 
and  well-lighted  rooms,  furnished  with  patent  desks,  and 
every  mod>ern  appliance  for  successful  teaching.  There  are 
also  recitation  rooms  and  a  well-equipped  chemioal  labora- 
tory.   Valuable  physical  apparatus  has  been  purchased,  in- 
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eluding  three  large  microscopes  (one     compound),  twelve- 
botanical  microscopes,  and  a  four-inch  telescope  valued  at 
$250. 

The  leading  facts  in  the  history  of  the  school  up  to  June 
1896,  appear  in  the  Bi-ennial  Report,  and  were  supplied 
by  Dr.  W.  F.  Yo-cum,  who  was  then  its  distinguished  prin- 
cipal, and  under  whose  able  management  the  school  attained 
such  a  high  degree  of  efficienicy.  He  resigned  in  1897,  to  ac- 
cept the  Presidency  of  the  State  Agricultural  College,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Prof.  Arthur  Williams,  the  present  prin- 
cipal, who,  with  an  exce'llent  ccirps  of  teachers,  is  maintain- 
ing the  reputation  of  the  school.  During  the  year  closing 
May  1898,  there  were  entered  194  male  and  236  female  stu- 
dents, a  total  oi  430,  the  highest  enrollment  in  the  history  of 
the  school.  The  high  school  department  numbered  nearly 
70  students,  .thirteen  of  whom  completed  the  four  years' 
course  and  received  diplomas.  Their  graduating  exercises 
were  interesting,  and  included  a  'Baccalaureate  sermon  by 
Dr.  Yocum,  and  an  address  by  Dr.  J.  F.  Forbes  of  Stetson 
University. 

A  special  exhibit  O'f  school  work  from  this  institution 
was  made  at  the  Polk  County  Fair,  March  1898,  which  at- 
tracted considerable  atteutioo.  One  of  the  chief  factors  in 
the  recent  progress  of  the  school  has  been  ^he  admirable 
primary  wo-rk  of  Miss  Scbwalmeyer,  one  o'f  Col.  Parker's 
trained  teachers,  and  the  bes,t  results  must  follow  such  good 
earlv  traininsf. 

The  enrollment  has  outgrown  the  seating  capacity  of 
the  school,  and  .steps  are  being  taken  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  high  school  and  auditorium,  upon  an  adjoining  lot,  al- 
ready secured  for  this  purpose.  From  the  sub-district  tax 
collected  last  year  the  sum  of  $2,000  has  been  set  aside  as  a 
building  fund,  and  the  present  year's  collection  will  double 
this  amount,  so.  that  this  summer,  no  doubt,  there  will  be 
erected  another  fine  building. 

The  total  income  of  the  school  for  the  vear  from  all 
sources  amounted  to  $5,850.  Messrs.  B.  F.  Holland,  J.  S. 
Wade  and  B.  F.  Blount  constitute  the  present  Sub-District 
Trustees.  The  Summerlin  Institute  trustees'  now  serving 
are  Messrs.  Jasper  Summerlin,  Chairman;  C.  C.  Wilson,. 
Warren' Tyler,  D.  iW.  Stanley  and  A.  G.  Zipprer. 

The  teachers  at  present  employed  are  as  follows : 
Arthur  Williams,  Principal; 
Miss  Benella  Davenport,  High  School  Department; 
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.Miss  Rowena  Longniire.  Cirammar  School; 

\V.  V.  Alderman,  Sixth  Grade; 

Mrs.  C  K.  r>ayley,  Fifth  (irade: 

Miss  Minnie  Ciranger,  Fourth  Grade; 

Miss  Alice  Hicks,  Third  (irade; 

^liss  Julia  Humphries,  Second  Grade: 

^liss  Maud  Schwalmeyer,  First  A.  Class; 

^liss  Mamie  Hooker,  First  A.  Class. 

Summerlin  Institute  is  recognized  as  the  Polk  County 
High  School,  and  the  course  of  study  is  arranged  by  the 
Countv  Board  of  Public  Instruction,  who  klso  conduct  the 
examination  for  entrance  into  the  High  School  department. 
The  curriculum  includes  a  Commercial  Course.  A  Normal 
class  conducted  by  the  principal  during  the  second  term  of 
four  months,  and  all  subjects  required  for  the  teachers'  ex- 
amination are  thoroughly  reviewed. 

ARTHUR  WILLIAMS,  Prin. 


ST.  AUGUSTINE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

St.  a r( JUSTINE,  Fla. 

There  has  always  been  more  or  less  opposition  to  pub- 
lic schools  in  St.  Augustine,  but  this  feeling  is  gradually 
passing  away. 

In  1832  the  L'nited  States  government  gave  to  the  city 
a  piece  of  land  to  be  used  for  the  education  of  white  chil- 
dren. 

The  o])])osition  to  'Tree  s^chools"  was  so  great  that  a 
suitable  building  'was  not  erected  on  this  lot  until  in  1858, 
and  by  the  time  it  was  completed  the  hostility  towards  such 
a  school  was  so  great  that  the  city  council  could  not  levy 
a  tax  to  support  the  school  and  the  building  was  used  for 
other  purposes. 

In  1868  the  friends  of  the  public  school  received  an  of- 
fer from  the  agent  of  the  Peabody  Fund  to  supplement  any 
funds  raised  by  subscription  for  the  support  of  the  school. 
This  was  gladly  accepted,  the  school  opened  and  has  been 
in  successful  operation  ever  since. 

The  school  has  grown  rapidly  in  size  and  in  popularity. 
To  the  modest  two  storv  brick  buildinsr  have  been  added 
three  two-story  buildings,  so  that  at  the  present  'time  the 
"building  contains  eleven  rooms.  Each  room  is  well  equip- 
ped with  furniture  and  educational  aids. 
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The  High  School  is  especially  well  supplied  with  appa- 
ratus and  has  chemical  and  physical  laiboratories  with  all 
the  necessary  appliances  for  individual  work  on  the  part  of 
the  pupils. 

S(  IIOOL  LIBKAKY. 

Durins:  the  last  vear  a  school  lil)rarv  has  been  added 
to  our  High  School  department.  This  has  been  of  inestima- 
ble value  to  both  pupils  and  teachers.  It  is  the  purpose  of 
the  School  Board  to  kccj)  this  library  well  suppHed  with 
such  books  as  are  needed  in  a  school  of  this  kind. 

We  have  an  eight  years'  course  in  the  Grammar  School 
and  a  four  years'  course  in  the  High  School.  The  building 
and  equipment  is  valued  at  $12,500. 

The  present  faculty  of  the  High  School  is: 
Prof.  J.  W.  McClung,  Principal; 
Prof.  O.  P.  Steves,  Assistant  Principal; 
Prof.  W.  S.  Cawthon,  Second  Assistant; 

(JRA.MMAR    SCHOOL. 

Miss  Evelyn  Hamblen,  Eighth  Grade; 
Miss  B-essie  >Moore,  Seventh  Grade; 
Miss  C.  A.  Sherman,  Sixth  Grade; 
Miss  Ida  V.  l)ryan,  Fifth  Cirade; 
Miss  Elise  Alexander,  Fourth  Grade; 
Mrs.  M.  Reese,  Second  and.  Third  Grades; 
Miss  W'innifrcd  Young,  V'lvsi  Grade. 

J.  W.  McCLUX(|, 

Principal. 


SUWANNEE  COUNTY  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Live  Oak,  Fla. 

pkeskxt  faculty. 

J.  H.  Fulks,  Principal; 

Miss  Clem  Hampton,  Mrst  Assistant; 

Miss  Gec>rgia  Borger,  Second  Assistant; 

Miss  Trannie  Wiggins,  Third  Assistant; 

Mrs.  Alice  Fulks,  Fourth  Assistant. 

The  enrollment  for  the  past  two  vears  has  been  about 

275. 

The  term  was  eight  months  in  '97,  and  seven  months 
in  '98. 

The  building  is  valued  at  $4,000. 
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Within  the  past  two  years  the  school  has  added  to  its 
instrumentalities,  several  hundred  feet  of  hyloplate  black- 
board, one  cabinet  of  weights  and  measures  for  teaching 
compound  numbers,  and  numerous  appliances  for  primary 
and  objective  teaching,  reading  chart,  arithmetic  chart,  and 
general  chart. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  eight  grades  of  elementary 
work,  there  is  a  two  years'  High  School  course,  intended  to 
cover  the  ten  branches  required  for  a  State  Certificate. 

From  this  course,  we  have  graduated  one  pupil  .in  1897, 
iwo  in  1898,  and  have  a  class  of  three  to  graduate  in  1899. 

J.  H.  FULKS, 

Principal. 


DAYTONA  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Daytoxa,  Yolusta  County,  Fla. 

This  school  has  an  enrollment  of  218,  taught  by  six 
teachers. 

The  building  has  been  recen'tly  enlarged  and  newly  fur- 
nished. Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  proper  light- 
ing, heating  and  ventilating. 

The  school  is  open  to  all  pupils  of  the  county,  being  for 
the  east  coast. 

It  is  supported  by  the  county  and  this  revenue  is  sup- 
plemented by  a  three-mill  sub-district  tax,  which  amounts 
to  $1,102.34.    The  term  is  eight  months. 

J.  B.  PARKIXSOX, 
County  Superinrendent. 


DELAND  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

DeLaxi),  Volusia  Coixty,  Fla. 

This  school  iwas  organized  this  year  with  214  pupils, 
under  Bert  Fish  as  principal. 

The  building  contains  eight  rooms  and  a  large  office, 
is  heated  by  furnace,  is  fitted  with  the  latest  improved  furni- 
ture, slate  blackboards  on  which  only  dustless  cryon  is 
used,  is  well  lighted  and  ventilated. 

This  school  is  open  to  all  pupils  of  the  county,  being  for 
the  west  side  of  the  county. 

'    It  is  supported  by  the  county,  supplemented  by  a  three- 


mill  sub-district  tax.  which  amounts -to  $1,389.24.    The  term 
is  eight  momhs. 

This  year  the  fir.'^t  grade  only  of  Higli  School  work  will 


be  taught.  One  or  more  grades  will  he  a'dded  each  year  until 
the  full  cciirse  is  reached. 

J.  B.  PARKIXSON, 
County  Superintendent. 
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DELAND  GRADED  SCHOOL. 

(For  Negroes.) 

Prior  to  C)cto:ber  1898,  this  school  was  conducted  in  a 
Irame,  unceiled  building,  in  an  undesirable  location;  but 
since  its  erection,  in  1892,  through  the  efforts  of  Prof.  Ly- 
mus  F.  Johnson^  its  enrollment  and  general  advancement 
have  steadily  increased. 

The  County  Board  for  the  session  of  1898-99,  opening 
Oct.  17th,  provided  a  better  locat-ion,  a  better  buildmg  and 
apparatus. 

The  present  building  is  located  ia  the  eastern  part  of 
town  on  the  north-eastern  slope  of  a  hill,  on  the  apex  of 
which  stands  the  College  Arms  Hotel.  The  lot  contains 
about  two  acres.  Dozens  of  tall  pines  and'imany  large  oaks 
serve  to  beautify  the  grounds.  To  these  were  added  on 
Arbor  Day,  twelve  other  trees — umbrellas,  cherries,  magno- 
lias and  oaks — and  many  flowers. 

The  house  is  a  one-story,  ;four-room,  plastered  frame 
building,  with  about  200  square  feet  of  black-board  surface 
in  each  room.  Each  room  is  fitted  with  patent  desks,  and 
other  fixtures.  With  better  facilities,  better  work  is  being 
done.  Appreciation  of  the  improvements  manifested  itself 
in  an  opening  attendance  oi  190  pupils,  which  soon  in- 
creased to  227,  and  now  completely  fills  the  capacity  of  the 
building. 

The  sessions  of  1896-97,  and  1897-98  were  successfully 
conducted  under  the  principalshi'p  of  Pro-f.  J.  E.  Bowman, 
with  four  departments,  and  a  total  enrollment  of  183.  The 
present  faculty  is: 

Miss  Julia  V.  Hankerson, 

•Miss  Angeline  Williams, 

Miss  Maggie  H.  Williams, 

I.  S.  Hankihs,  Principal. 

Work  is  now  being  done  in  eight  grades,  w^hich  with 
contemplated  improvements  may  be  extended  to  the  tenth 
grade  another  year.  The  present  session,  like  the  previous 
one,  will  be  seven  months,  five  being  paid  for  by  county 
funds,  two  bv  the  sub-d.istrict  tax. 

■Miss  Ethel  Pool,  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  presented 
the  school  a  number  of  books  (text,  and  reference),  which 
are  soon  to  be  placed  in  the  librarv  of  the  school. 

L  S.  HANKINS, 

Principal. 
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GRADED  AND  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Cbawfoudville,  Wakulla  Coun-tv,  Fla. 

CTaWfbrdville  is  22  miles  south  of  Tallahassee  and  three 
miles  east  of  the  C.  T.  &  Ga.  R.  R.,  and  is  the  county  seat 
of  Wakulla  county.  It  is  a  small  town  centrally  located  in 
the  most  h'ealthy  portion  of  the  county. 

This  school  was  opened  the  first  of  last  October,  as  the 
County  High  School,  and  promises  to  be  a  success.  It  has 
been  carefuUy  graded  and,  in  addition  to  the  re^lar  eight 
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grade  course,  special  High  and  Normal  school  c 

offered  to  teachers,  to  pupils  preparing  to  enter  college  and 

toothers  desiring  high  school  training. 

The  school  building  recently  completed  contains  three 
large  class  rooms  and  desk  rooms.  Two  of  the  class  rooms 
are  at  present  well  finished,  furnished,  seated  and  heated. 

The  enrollment  is  now  70  pupils  with  a  prospect  of  its 
soon  being  larger.  The  teachers  are:  Prof.  Geo.  W.  Camp, 
Printipal;  Miss  Mamie  Farley,  Assistant, 

GEO.  W.  CAMP. 


CHftFTeR  X. 


Proceedings  of  the  State  Convention  of  County 

Superintendents. 


A  condensed  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Con- 
Tenion  of  County  Superintendents,  held  at  Live  Oak,  Feb, 
9-12,  1897,  was  published  as  an  Appendix  to  the  last  Bi-en- 
nial  Eeport  from  this  DeiDartment. 

The  next  year  the  Convention  was  held  in  Jacksonville, 
March  16-18,  1898,  at  which  every  County  Superi.ntendent, 
€xcept  four,  answered  to  roll  call.  The  following  were  the 
absentees:  Supt.  Rufus  M.  Yent,  of  Franklin  County; 
Z.  Jones,  of  Lafayette;  W.  W.  Bostick,  of  Lee,  and  W.  M. 
Rowlett,  of  Manatee.  This  was  pronounced  by  every  one 
who  attended,  so  far  as  my  information  goes,  a  most  profita- 
ble meeting.  My  own  observation  compels  me  to  say  that  no 
other  agency  has  had  so  much  influence  in  improving  County 
school  administrations.  From  the  discussions,  many  of 
the  Superintendents  get  a  more  intelligible  comprehension 
of  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  law,  a  clearer  conception 
of  the  duties,  privileges  and  responsibilities  of  school  super- 
vision, all  of  which  result  in  producing  more  enthusiastic, 
uniform  and  progressive  management  of  county  schools. 

The  declaration  may  be  wanting  somewhat  in  modesty,  but 
there  is  no  body  of  men  within  the  State  so  capable  of  ren- 
dering intelligent  opinions  of  needful  reforms  in  the  statutes 
and  in  methods  of  school  government.  This  claim  is  made, 
while  admitting  that  some  are  a  trifle  too  indifferent,  others 
not  as  well  qualified  as  they  might  be,  and  still  others  are 
tinged  with  some  crankiness  on  certain  lines.  Still,  their 
experience,  intelligence  and  interest  insure  that  the  senti- 
ments of  a  majority  of  the  body  are  the  best  authority  and 
the  safelst  counsel  to  follow  on  all  questions  pertaining  to  the 
laws  and  other  matters  educational.  This  claim  is  not  made 
for  the  opinion  of  any  one  individual,  but  for  the  conclusion 
reached  by  a  majority  of  the  body  after  discussion. 

The  following  are  the  general  topics  discussed,  under  var- 
ious subdivisions,  at  the  Jacksonville  meeting:  Text-books, 
Teachers'  Summer  Schools,  School  Revenues,  County  School 
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Supervision,  Seliool  Boards,  Sub-Districts,  Teachers'  Exam- 
inatious,  and  many  minor  questions  grouped  under  a  miscel- 
laneous head. 

The  most  important  and  possibly  the  most  tangible  work 
of  this  meeting  irrew  out  of  the  discussion  on  Text-books,, 
resulting  in  the  appointment  of  an  Advisory  State  Text-book 
Committee,  composed  of  four  County  Superintendents,  three- 
leadinjr  teachers  and  the  State     Superintendent.     It     was 
made  their  dutv  to  examine  and    to     endorse     to     County 
School  Boards,  two  or  three  sets  of  text-books  best  adapted, 
in  their  judgment,  to  the  wants  of  the  schools  of  the  State. 
Eepresenting  the  (/ounty  Superintendents  on  this  committee 
were  X.  W.  Eppes,  L.  W.  Buchholz,  John  C.  Compton  and 
S.  Phillips;  representing  the  teachers  were  Dr.  W.  F.  Yocum, 
Miss  Benella  Davenport  and  J.  H.  Eulks.     After  much  pre- 
vious investigation,  this  Committee  met  in  Jacksonville  on 
the  16th  of  June  and  spent  two  or  three  days  in  arduous 
labor  in  examining  and  discussing  the  merits  of  text-books^ 
previously  examined,  and  on  reaching  a  conclusion  as  to 
which  were  deemed  best,  their  report  was  printed  and  circu- 
lated extensively  throughout  the  State.     A  copy  of  this  re- 
port may  be  had  by  addressing  the  Secretary  of  the  Commit- 
tee, S.  Phillips,  Bronson,  Fla.,  or  the  State  Superintendents 
While  the  report  of  this  committee  went  forth  without  the 
authority  of  law,  still  many  County  School  Boards  used  it 
as  a  guide  in  adopting  books  for  the  next  quinquennium,  and^ 
in  my  judgment,  acted  wisely  in  so  doing. 

The  report  of  this  committee  did  no  escape  criticism,  as 
was  expected  it  would  not,  for  there  are  many  who  have 
their  own  peculiar  views  on  the  merits  of  text-books,  and 
there  was  too  much  capital  interested  in  the  book  business, 
it  being  impossible  to  give  all  as  large  a  share  of  such  endorse- 
ment as  was  desired,  and,  of  course,  capital  can  always  find 
those  (even  h\  the  ranks  oL*  teachers),  willing  to  write  for*  a 
fee  or  to  curry  favor  with  linancial  backing.  As  a  whole,  the 
books  endor.^ed  bv  this  Committee  are  excellent,  and  the  full 
result  of  the  Committee's  work  has  not  yet  been  reaped.  The 
books  endorsed  bv  it  will  stand  the  test  of  investigation;  at- 
tention l)eing  called  to  th(3m,  many  of  theni  will  yet  take  the 
place,  by  de^rrees,  of  the  out-of-date  books  still  in  the  hands^ 
of  the  children  in  manv  sections. 

The  Jacksonville  Convention  reached  cocnclusions  on 
many  other  subjects,  to-wit:  That  School  Revenues  now 
provided  by  the  laws  are  insufficient  to  make  the  public 
schools  a  consummate  success;  that  the  State  must  ulti- 
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inately  he  di.-appoiiue.l  in  tlio  iV5ult-  oi  ]>iil)lii-  elucuioii, 
unless  more  liberal  provision  he  ma»le  for  siHlaiiiiuir -  tl\e 
schools  for  loiij/er  teniiV,  and  under  the  guidance  of  .more 
professional  and  higher-priced  teachers  than  tlie  funds  in 
hand  will  command,  it  \va>  unanimousy  agreed  that  ire<fA- 
nnd  f'heap  teachers  are  iti  the  end  the  )nost  costly,  and  while 
partial  provisions  are  made  for  the  support  of  the  schools, 
I  hat  it  would  be  wise  public  economy  to  enable  the  schools 
to  do  well  (and  all)  the  work  of  education. 

It  was  almost  unanimouslv  agreed  that  the  irreatest  barrier 
in  the  way  of  nublic  education  is  the  limitation  in  Sec.  8. 
Art.  XJL,  of  the  Constitution,  restricting  the  county  school 
Jevt/  to  a  jH((j'ifni/nt  of  fire  ntills,  and  withholding  from 
C'ountv  School  i^oards  the  power  to  fix  the  rate  of  the  county 
^•hool  levy. 

THE   REAL  OHJECT  OF  THIS  CHAPTEIJ. 

'^Ihe  obju-t  of  this  cha])ter  is  not  to  report  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention  held  in  Jacksonville,  but  of  the  on(^  more 
]-ei-ently  held  in  Monticello — itwould  re(iuire  too  much  space 
to  ])ul)lish  the  action  of  both  meetings.  • 

'i  he  .Mcnticello  Convention  did  not  come  within  the  time 
limit  end)raced  in  this  Report,  but  as  it  occured  before  its 
j)ublicati()n  and  is  the  last  expression  of  the  body  of  County 
Superintendents  before  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  it  is 
cleemed.best  to  publish  .the  proceedings  of  this  last  meeting. 
Below  will  l)e  found  the  program  of  the  Monticello  Con- 
vention, with  a  Jiumber  of  the  ])repared  utteranc(»s  on  many 
of  the  important  topics,  and  outlines  of  the  salient  ])oints 
l^rought  out  in  the  extem])oraneous  discussions,  taken  by  Miss 
<7ertrude  Dzialvnski  as  official  stenographer. 

At  the  close  of  this  cha])ter  is  recorded  the  results  of  l)al- 
lots  expressing  the  majority  opinion  of  the  Convention  on 
several  resolutions,  looking  to  the  enactment  of  laws  or  to 
the  amendment  of  some  now  in  force.  Owing  to  the  zero 
weather  then  prevailing  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Stale, 
only  twenty-two  of  the  forty-five  Coimty  Superintendents 
were  present:  liowever.  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  the  re- 
sult of  no  ballot  woidd  have  been  different  had  the  entire 
body  been   present   and   voting. 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  is  called  to  the  follow- 
ing discussions,  particidarly  to  the  })allots  u])on  the  pro])o- 
sitions  pointing  to  changes  in  the  law.  Tt  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  these  ballots  exf)ress  the  honest  convictions 
of  vot  one  rnrw,  but  of  a  maiorjtv  of  those  standing  nearest 
the  schools,  feeling  the  deepest  interest  in  them  und  know- 
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ing,  by  actual  experience  and  daily  study,  tl.e  strong  ancl 
weak  points  in  the  law,  and  what  is  needful  to  make  th& 
^schools  more  successful  and  capable  of  fulfilling  the  mis- 
sion for  which  the  State  levies  the  school  tax. 

STATE  OF  FLORIDA. 

Convention  of  County  Superintendents  and  Other  Countjr 

School   Officers. 

MONTlCKLLO,   FEBRUARY  13-16,   1899. 

Thefint  a^iiirc^s upon  any  topic  will  he  limited  to  ten  minutes,  and  a/7  othent^ 
Jive  minutes ;  extension  of  time  may  he  granted  hy  tht  Intdy. 

PROGRAMME. 
Place  of  Meeting — Opera  House. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  13—8  o'clock  p.  m. 

Invocation. 

Address  of  AA^'elcome Hon.  T.  L.  Clark- 
Responses — (From  the  South) Supt.  S.  Philips. 

(From  the  West) Supt.  E.  L.  McDanieL 

Election  of  Secretary,  Announcements,  etc. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  14—9  o'clock  a.  m. 

Invocation. 
1 — Teachers'   Summer  Schools: 

(a)  Do  results  warrant  their  continuance ;  what  should 
be  their  aim  and  course  of  study;  do  conditions 
admit  of  the  elimination  of  academic  instruction; 
shall  appropriations  therefor  be  insisted  upon?" 
Supt.  el.  H.  Girardeau. 

Discussion  opened  by Supt.  W.  M  .Holloway. 

Continued  by Volunteers. 

2 — Assigning   Teachers   and  Fixing   Salaries: 

(a)  Does  the  law  conferring  upon  School  Boards- 
power  to  assign  teachers  and  to  fix  their  salaries 
produce  the  best  results;  should  their  salaries 
be  uniform;  if  not,  what  points  should  be  con- 
sidered in  adjusting  them?. . .  .Supt.  R.  Q.  Baker.. 

Discussion  opened  by Supt.  F.  G.  SchelL 

Continued  by Volunteers. 
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2:80  o'clock  p.  m. 

3 — Conipiilsorv  P^diuatioii : 

(a)  Does  tliere  exist  necessity  for  a  law  requiring  at- 
tendance at  school ;  if  so,  what  limitations  should 
attacli  to  such  a  law;  would  the  masses  endorse 
it;  would  the  results  comj3ensate  for  the  friction 
generated? Supt.  E.  L  McDaniel. 

l)iscussi(m  opened  by Supt.  E.  H.  Keynoids. 

Continued  by Volunteers?;. 

: — City  School  Systems: 

(a)  Would  the  establishment  of  Citv  School  Systems 
be  conducive  to  the  general  advancement  of  edu- 
cation in  the  State;  if  best  for  the  cities,  what 
com])ensati(m  would  accrue  to  the  rural  schools 
'  bv  the  se))aration? Supt.  Geo.  P.  Glenn. 

Discussion  opened  by Supt.  X.  B.  Cook. 

Continued  by Volunteers. 

8  o'clock  p.  m. 

^fusic. 
(Monticello  Male  Quartette.) 

Address — The  Unwritten  0))li^ations  of  the  County 

Superintendent Supt.  J.  H.  Sams. 

Music. 
Address — The  County  Superintendent  and  His  Op- 
portunities  Supt.  J.  C.  Compton. 

Music. 
Address — How  to  Establish  a  Profession  of  Teach- 
injr  in  Florida Supt.  L.  W.  Buchholz. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  15—9  oVlock  a.m. 

Invocation, 
i — School   I^evenues : 

(a)  Are  the  school  terms  sufficiently  long,  the  build- 
int(s  and  api)liances  ample,  the  salaries  of  teach- 
ers threat  enough  to  retain  the  necessary  talent  in 
the  profession,  to  injure  progress  in  educational 
development? Supt.  E.  L.  McDaniel. 

(b)  Can  the  present  revenue  laws  be  made  to  yield 
ample  funds  to  advance  materiallv  the  schools 
bevond  their  present  status?.  .Supt.  J.  E.  Hanna. 
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(e)  ^^  lUild  aiiieiidinLr  Soolion  8  of  Article  XJI.  of  the 
State  Coiistitution,  bv  striking  tlie  words  "iior 
more  than  five  nulls,*'  and  conferring  upon 
Count V  Scliool  Boards  the  power  to  inake  school 
levies,  remove  thc'chief  obstacle  to  advancBUieiit? 
If  so,  should  it  be  done? Supt.  C.  S.  Young. 

(d)  Js  it  advisable  to  l)orrow  money  to  conduct 
schools,  on  the  plea  of  keL'])ing  warrants  at  par? 
Snj)t.  J.  K.  Key. 

(e)  Should  Sub-district  laws  be  abolislied,  if  the  five 
mill  maximum  be  stricken?  How  seriouslv  did 
tlie  amendment  taking  fines  and  forfeitures  from 
the  school  fund  cripple  school  revenues;  what  is 
the  most  e(|uitable  l)asis  upon  whicli  to  apportion 
State  School  Funds? Supt.  (i.  P.  Glvnn. 

Discussion  o])ene(l  by Supt.  S.  Philips. 

Continued  bv Volunteers. 

() — Examination  and  Certification  of  Teachers: 

(a)  Do  the  fruits  of  the  y)resent  system  justify  \i^  re- 
tention; are  amendments  to  the  law  needed  af- 
fecting the  term  of  validity  and  the  nundjer  of 
certilicates  re-issuable  to  the  same  individual? 
Supt.  T.  W.  Kalph. 

(b)  Do  Grading  (Committees,  as  now  created,  give 
satisfaction ;  if  not,  what  amendments  to  the  law 
are  suggested? Supt.  A.  »7.  Wooldridge. 

(c)  Does  ex])erience  justify  the  retention  of  the  law 
l)roviding  for  Special  Examinations  and  Tem- 
porary CcH'tificates? Supt.  S.  M.  Eevell. 

(d)  Is  it  desirable  to  re-establish  Special  Certificates 
for  primary  work?.  .  .  .Supt.  J.  L.  Hollingsworth. 

Discussion  oi)ened  by Supt.  W.  AV.  Bostick. 

Continued  by Volunteers. 

2:30  o'clock  i\  m. 
7— Text-Books : 

(a)  Is  uniformity  to  any  extent  preferable;  to  what 

extent;  is  it  desirable  for  the  whole  State? 

Supt.  S.  Philips. 

(b)  What' are  the  arguments  in  favor,  if  any,  of  ere- 
ating  a  State  Text-Book  Committee  to  examine 
and  to  endorse  several  series  of  books  from  which 

County  Boards  must  make  adoptions? 

Supt.  X.  W.  Eppes. 
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((•)  Is  tlu*  twperiiiK'iit  with  tlu*  Five  Text-Book  Sys- 
tem >urtioientlv  satisfaotorv  to  coinniend  its  adojv 

timi  1)Y,  all  counties,  or  bv  the  State? 

Supt.  W.  B.  Hiiiton. 

l)iMii>si(Hi  opened  hy Suj)t.  A.  M.  C.  Russell. 

( 'ontinued  l»v Volunteers. 

-Sub-distriet  Stlmols  and  the  Laws  Appertaining: 

(a)  It^  the  hiw  (»i»eratiYe:  what  ditheulties  arise  in  its^ 
e-\ei-uti(»n :  liave  the  results  of  the  system  heon 
such  as  to  justify  tlie  ]»erfeetit)n  and  retention  of 
the  law? Su])t.  J.  B.  Parkinson. 

(h)  Witji  a  maximum  leyy  of  liye  mills  and  school 
funds  still  inadequate,  what  alternatiye  is  left? 
Sui)t.   W.   D.   Cam. 

(c)  (rive  the  reasons  therefor  and  the  atuendments  to 
the  laws  necessary  to  ohyiate  friction  and  to  per- 
fect the  suh-district  system.  .Supt.  ('.  S.  Youn*::. 

Discussion  opened  hy Suj>t.  0.  ().  Thrasher. 

('oniinue<l  \)\ Volunteers. 

^ru>ic. 
Address A.  A.  Murphree, 

Music. 
Address C.  L.  Hayes, 

^lusic. 
Address   \)v.  W.  F.   Yocum, 

niURSDAV  M()KXIN(4,  FKHHUAKY  10— i)  (m  lo.k. 

-County  School  Otticers: 

(a)  What  should  ho  the  essential  (pialiiications  to  cim- 
stitute  cdifi:ihility  for  memhership  on  a  County 
Scli(>ol  Board:  wo-uld  the  elliciency  of  the  body 
be  enhanced  by  chan<j:ing  their  term  ot*  otHce, 
their  nund)er,  their  succession,  and  the  mode  of 
selLM-tion? Su])t.  C.  A. Snowball. 

(b)  Is  it  expedient  that  the  County  Superintendent  Ik*- 
juade   fi.f''({fffri'o  a  niend^er  of  the  School  Board?* 

Supt.  A.  .1.  Wooldridore, 
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(e)  What  the  requisite  qualifications  for  a  Countj 
Superintendent;  Avhat  division  of  time  should  be 
made  between  office  work  and  school  supervision; 
what  bis  real  functions  in  visiting  a  school;  what 
should  be  his  attitude  to  the  conmiunitv;  what 
portion  of  time  should  be  devoted  to  official  du- 
ties, and  how  should  his  salary  l)e  regulated?. . .. 
Supt.  L.  \\.  Buchholz. 

Discussion  opened  bv Supt.  C.  F.  Kemp. 

Continued  by Volunteers. 

10 — Amendments  to  the  School  Laws: 

(a)  What  amendments  are  imj>erative  and  what  only 

advisable? Supt.  J.  C.  Comptou. 

Discussion  opened  bv Supt.  J.  H.  Sams. 

Viva  ooce  ballot  on  each  of  the  amendnuMits  above  re- 
commended. 

MISCKLLAXKOT'S. 

11 — (1)  Should  tlu'  system  of  grading  pu])ils  be  uniform  in  a 
countv? Supt.  W.  B.  Lynch. 

{2)  Should  penmanship  and  book-kee]>ing  be  made  oblitr- 
atory  in  the  course  of  study?.  .  .  .Supt.  P.  F.  Fisher. 

(8)  Should  the  three-mile  lititit  relative  to  the  location  of 
schools  be  observed,  and  attendance  be  restricted  to 
the  residents  of  the  school  di>strict  unless  permits  be 
granted  bv  the  Board  upon  reasonable  grounds  to  at- 
tend school  in  another  district?.  .Su])t.  E.  Q.  Baker. 

(4)  Should  a  uniform  svstem  of  Kecord  Books  be  pre- 
scribed and  furnished  at  State  ex])ense  for  the  oihces 
of  Countv  Superintendents?.  .  .  .Supt.  Z.  T.  ^Ferritt. 

(5)  If  school  terms  were  materially  lengthened,  would 
the  patrons  send  to  school  regularly  enough  to  jus- 
tify an  8  months  term  in  the  rural  districts? 

Su])t.  li.  L.  Williams. 

(())  How  may  (\)untv  Superintendents  ])romote  the  es- 
tablishment of  Teachers'  heading  Circles? 

,  Supt.  J.  L.  Hollingsworth. 

(T)  is  there  necessity  for  County  Teachers'  Libraries, 
and  how  can  thev  be  managed  to  be  helpful  to  the 

teachers? Su])t.  A.  W.  Mizell. 

(8)  Ts  such  a  thing  possil)le.  and  how  mav  Countv  Su- 

perintendents  secure  the  estal)lishment  of  Children's 

■  Libraries  for  each  school? Supt.  J.  A.  Jone.^. 
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i9)  Should  attendance  at  County  Teachers*  Institutes  he 
made  conipulsorv? Supt.  Z.  Jones. 

<10)  Is  puhlic  education  in  tlie  rural  counties  really  ad- 

vancinfir? Supt.  K.  M.  Tedder. 

C^  The  order  of  subjects  may  be  changed,  or  any  one 
drof)|>ed  and  another  substituted,  in  tlie  absence  o\'  ob- 
iections- 

Adjouninient. 

Tue^dav.  February  14,  on  account  of  the  extremely  cold 
'^veathcr  and  delav  in  the  arrival  of  the  trains,  the  iirst  session 
•was  not  held  in  accordance  with  i^rogram,  but  on  Tuesday 
mornin^r.  The  Convention  was  calk^l  to  order  hy  \\ .  X. 
Sheats,  State  Su])erintendent.  in  the  cliair.  Supt.  A.  W. 
Mizell  led  in  j>niyer. 

Hon.  T.  L.  Clark,  Chairman  of  th^^  Board  of  Public  In- 
struction, of  Jefferson  countv,  delivered  the  followin*:  Ad- 
dress of  Welcome: 

**Mr.    Ciiairmnn   and     (  ounty     Su])erintcn(lenls:      I     have 
been  askcil  to  welcome  von  here  and    rc*rret  exceeding:! v  that 
you  are  meetin<r  with  such  a  cold  reception,  that  you  hrwe 
hap]XMied  upon  a  time  wIkmi  we  have  iiad,  pcrhM])s,  the  cold- 
<,\st  blizzard  ever  exj)erience(l  in  Florida  in  our  life-time  and 
])ossihly  within  the  last  hundred  years.     1  regret  that  it  has 
been  so  cold  tliat  manv  of  vour  number  have  been  kept  away 
from  here.     "^Fhe  trains  ha\e  been  frozen  u\),  the  Committee 
ol  Kecej)tion  have  been  frozen  u]),  but  we  are  gradually  thaw- 
ing out  and  will  do  the  hest  we  can  for  you,  and  hoj)e  to  make 
YOU  comfortable.     We  h(n)e  that  vou  will  feel  the  warmtli  of 
the  friendship  we  luive  foi*  you  and  for  the  cause  in  which 
jou  are  engaged,  and  that  this  will  make  up  for  the  cold  re- 
<.'e})tion  you  have  received  here  at  this  tifue. 

'"To  those  of  vou  who  know  anything  about  the  j)eople  of 
•Jefferson  County,  and  of  Mouticello,  it  will  seem  a  needless 
formality  to  make  an  address  of  welcome  to  you.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  any  hody  of  re])resentative  men  coming 
here,  engaged  in  such  a  CtUise  as  this,  will  at  all  times  and 
upim  all  occasions  find  a  welcome  from  our  ])eople.  It  is 
-a  pleasure,  and  we  deem  it  a  privilege,  to  have  you  hei'e 
among  us.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  us  to  uive  you  any  aid  and 
<-()mfort  we  can,  as  we  feel  that  we  are  so  far  contrihuting 
something  to  the  cause  of  })ul)lic  education.  It  is  a  privilege 
to  have  ycm  with  us,  for  we  feel  that  your  meeting  here  will 
act  as  a  stimulus  on  local  schools,  and  encourage  our  ]>e()ple 
to  work  more  zealously  for  the  cause  of  education. 
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^*Jt  lias  been  said  that  in  proportion  to  ])o])iilatioii,  wealthy, 
etc.,  notwiiJistanding  the  ai?jaster.s  tiiat  nave  befallen  il^ 
within  the  past  i'onr  years,  the  State  of  Florida  has  contrib- 
uted more  money  to  the  cause  of  education  than  anv  other 
State  east  of  the  ^lississippi  river.  If  thih  is  true,  and  it  i:> 
true  that  our.  people  have  been  generour:  to  our  State  institu- 
tions, then,  gentlemen,  it  is  remarkable — remarkable  that  so 
so  much  has  been  done  and  so  willingly  done  by  the  people 
of  our  State,  when  we  consider  the  general  depression  that  has 
prevailed  over  the  entire  country  for  the  past  ten  years,  and 
the  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  property  lost — the  accunmla- 
tions  of  a  life-time — the  low  |)rice  of  cotton,  phosphate,  etc., 
yei^  nevertheless,  with  the  strictest  economy  in  everything 
else,  we  liave  kept  uj)  our  contributions  to  the  cause  of  public 
educaticm  in  Florida.  The  people  have  paid  cheerfullly  the 
taxes  for  school  purposes,  and  now  nearly  every  county  is 
levying  the  maximum  for  county  ])ublic  schools.  They  have 
economized  in  evervthini?  else  to  raise  that  money,  and  they 
are  paying  it  into  the  State  Treasury,  and  to-day,  while  a 
dollar  ife  worth  in  purchasing  power  twice  what  it  was  ten 
years  ago,  there  are  as  many  dollars  coming  in  as  before.  If 
it  is  remarkalde  that  our  people  have  fostered  our  State  in- 
stitutiuons  as  they  liave,  it  is  not  remarkable,  when  the  State 
has  taken  such  an  interest  in  it,  that  Florida  stands  so  high  in 
the  scale  of  ])ublic  education.  And  yet,  while  Ave  have  ac- 
cojn])lishe(l  much,  we  liave  not  do]ie  all  that  we,  with  our  re- 
sources, ought  to  have  done.  To  be  plain  witli  you,  there  ii> 
room  for  great  im])ro\ement,  and  we  can  accomplish  more^ 
with  what  we  liave  to  work  with.  Tn  this  ago  of  free  schools^ 
this  body  uf  men,  this  body  of  Ccninty  Superintendents,  is 
the  main  spring,  tlie  motive  power  in  the  whole  machinery, 
(iive  us  the  best  and  most  competent  State  Superintendent 
that  can  })e  found,  and  yet,  unless  he  is  backed  up  by  a  oorp* 
of  com])etent,  progressive,  reliable  County  Superintendents, 
the  wheels  of  progress  are  blocked,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned. 
Take  anv  county  with  the  best  School  Board  to  be  had,  orive- 
Ihem  an  incom|)etent  Superintendent,  or  one  who  does  not 
labor  faithfully  for  the  good  of  the  cause  and  for  the  up- 
building of  the  county  schools,  and  there  is  no  progress  there. 
Show  me  any  county  in  Florida  where  the  schools  are  tiour- 
ishing  and  the  ])eople  taking  an  interest  in  them,  and  I  will 
show  you  there  a  com])etent,  wide-awake,  progressive  Super- 
inteiident.  Show  be  a  county  where  there  is  a  lack  of  inter- 
est  in  scliools  f)n  the  ])art  of  pu])ils,  teachers,  patrons,  and  the 
general  public,  and  I  will  show  vcni  there  a  lazy,  incompetent, 
un|)ractical,  unprogressive  Suoerintendent,  a  man  who  holds 
his  oifice  ])robabIy  by  pnlitirol  pull  and  sim])ly  for  the  nionej 
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tliore  is  in  it.  Now,  if  this  be  true,  and  it  undoubtedly  i^ 
true,  theii  of  how  much  importance  to  the  cause  of  ])ublie 
education  is  this  Couveiiliou  to  this  worki  How  niueii  is. 
tliere  to  be  gained  by  these  meetings  of  County  Superintend- 
ents, from  their  delil)erations  upon  (piestions  of  practical 
importance  in  their  work,  their  considerations  of  errors,  of 
the  improvements  to  be  made,  and  of  needed  legislation.  I 
say,  gentlemen,  of  how  much  importance  is  it  that  you  should 
meet  and  (ieHl)erato  and  receive  the  benefit  of  the  experience- 
and  observation  and  h^arning  of  each  other,  and  go  back 
home  better  satisfied,  belter  pre]mrcd,  bettc^r  equipped  for 
vour  own  work  I 

We  trust,  gentlenu^n,  that  we  can  give  you  some  as<i<tance 
and  make  you  comfortal)Ie.  AVe  hope  that  you  will  acconi- 
])lish  the  work  for  which  you  liave  assembled.  We  regret 
that  there  are  not  as  many  present  as  we  expected,  but  think 
many  are  excusal)le  for  not  being  here.  \Ve  hope  to  see  a 
few  more  of  you  vet,  and  we  are  here  to  do  anvthinc:  ^^e  can 
for  your  comfort  and  assistance.  Jn  the  name  of  the  people 
of  Jefferson  C^ountv,  I  extend  vou  a  heartv  welcome  here; 
and  in  ])eha]f  of  the  peoi)le  of  Monticello,  1  tender  you  the 
freedom  of  the  town.'" 

This  address  was  res])onded  to  by  8u])erintendent  Philips^ 
of  JAny,  on  the  part  of  South  Florida,  and  by  Superintendent 
li.  Q.  Baker,  Su])crintend(mt  McDaniel  being  absent,  rej)re- 
senti ng  the  western  part  of  the  State.  Bolh  responses  were, 
brief  and  appro])riate. 

A  roll  call  showed  the  following  sixteen  Su])erintendents 
])resent  at  the  opening  session:  W.  ]\[.  Holloway,  of  Alachua. 
Countv;  y.  G.  Scliell.  of  Uiadford;  J.  11.  Sams,  of  Brevard; 
(\  8.  Young,  of  Citrus;  Z.  T.  Merritt,  of  Dade;  Geo.  P. 
Glenn,  of  Duval;  John  E.  llanna,  of  Hamilton;  J.  A.  J.  Hath- 
away, of  Holmes;  A.  .).  Wooldridge,  ot*  Jackson;  J.  II.  (lir- 
ardeau,  of  Jefferson;  John  C.  Compton,  of  Lake;  S.  Pluli])s, 
of  Levy;  C.  A.  Snowball,  of  Nassau;  J).  0.  Thrashc^r,  of 
J^isco:  A.  W.  Mizell,  of  Suwannee;  K.  (^  Baker,  of  Walton; 
also  PI(m.  T.  L.  Clarke,  Chairmnn  ot*  the  School  Board,  of 
J eff erM)n  Countv. 

S.  Philips  was  elected  Secretary,  and  ^liss  (Tcrtrude 
Dzialynski,  stenogi-apher  to  the  State  Superintendent,  as- 
sistant secietarv. 

J^rinci])al  C.  L.  Hayes,  oT  the  State  Xormal  School,  was, 
bv  a  vote  of  the  Convention,  nuide  an  honorarv  mend)er  and 
given  the  privileges  of  debate. 
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Topic  1 — Teachers'  Summer  Schools: 

Do  results  ti^arravt  their  co)i  tin  nance;  what 
should  he  their  aim  and  course  of  study:  do 
conditions  admit  of  the  elimination  of  acadenm 
instruction;  shall ^approjyriatiojfs  therefor  he 
insisted  upon? 

'']\li'.  .diHirnian  and  Fellow  J^^iiporintondeiits.  Some  one 
who  wajr^  wiise  and  witty,  and  who,  1  suspect,  had  attended 
-a  Convention  of  County  8u[)erintendents,  has  added  tiiis 
new  ])ealitude:  ^Blessed  is  the  nuni,  who  has  nothing  to  say, 
and  who  can't  he  induced  to  sav  it/  # 

"The  first  sentence,  very  a})tly  descrihes  my  mental  at- 
titude, as  1  have  very  little  to  sav,  but  unfortunatelv  for  vou, 
1  must  attempt  to  say  it. 

"The  sul)ject  assigned  me  for  discussion,  that  of  ^Summer 
•ti^chools,'  is  one  that  I  cannot  ho])e  to  give  any  hut  the  crud- 
est and  most  superficial  ideas  concerning,  for  two  rea>5ons: 
First,  l>ecause  I  have  had  no  o])})ortunities  to  make  clo-^e  oh- 
>t*rvation  oi'  their  effects  upon  those  who  have  attended  them; 
and  Second,  because  the  tinu»  has  been  too  short  to  make  u-^e 
•of  the  observations  of  others  in  pre])aring  tliese  remarks.  I 
shall,  therefore,  briefly  give  my  individual  opinion  unbacked 
by  any  more  weighty  testimony,  and  1  beg  to  preface  these  re- 
marks with  the  statement  that  1  neither  draw  mv  inferences 
from,  nor  do  I  allu(!e  to,  any  ])articular  Summer  School.  Tlie 
onlv  ones  assigned  mv  count v  durino-  mv  term  of  olfice,  Avere 
<*onducled  with  marked  skill  ajid  abilitv  bv  three  verv 
worthy  gentlemen,  whom  I  claim  as  ])ersonal  friends. 

1st.  **  'Do  results  from  Summer  Schools  warrant  their  con- 
tinuance?' I  should  sav,  that  while  results  have  been  dis- 
appointing and  not  such  as  were  to  be  expected,  either  in 
interest  sliown,  in  attc^ndaiu-e,  or  in  beneliis  derived:  vet,  on 
the  whole,  so  ^reat  is  the  need  of  some  such  subr^titute  for 
normal  traininff  that  I  think  that  under  judicious  adaptation 
lo  the  needs  of  thos(»  that  they  are  intended  to  benefit,  they 
should  be  continued.  If  those,  however,  of  the  future  are 
not  thorouirhlv  remodelled  and  made  to  better  meet  the  exist- 
ing conditions,  than  some  of  the  past,  I  would  question  if  the 
:^ood  thev  did  was  commensurate  with  what  they  cost  the 
State.  If  Summer  Schools  are  looked  upon  by  the  teachers 
who  attend  them  and  tho^e  who  conduct  them  as  schools 
in  which  is  taught  the  art  of  obtaining  a  certificate,  1  would 
sav  discontinue' them,  but  if  thev  should  l)e  what  it  seems 
Teascmable  to  sunnose  thev  were  intended     to     be— schools 
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vliere  those  unskilled  leacliers  (and  their  name  is  leo^ion), 
who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  attend  a  good  Normal 
School,  could  have  a  month's  instruction  in  the  art  of  teach- 
ing, which  their  limited  means  prevents  them  from  getting 
in  any  other  wav,  then  T  sav  hy  all  means  continue  them,  as 
thev  would  he  calculated  to  do  a  vast  amount  of  good. 

2d.  "  ^What  should  he  their  aim  and  course  of  studv?' 
What  this  should  he  has  ])een  hinted  at  under  the  first  head. 
They  should  aim  to  give  the  average  district  teacher  son\e 
normal  training,  the  instructors  should  have  in  mind  the  con- 
ditions which  largely  prevail  in  our  ungraded  country  schools, 
the  knottv  i)rol)lems  that  confront  an  unskilled  teacher  who 
has  to  teach  thirtv  to  fortv  scholars  in  schools  whose  gradew 
are  from  the  tot  of  six  vears,  who  is  wrestling  with  the  alpha- 
het,  up  to  the  amhitious  girl  of  eighteen  who  is  preparing  her- 
self for  the  profession  of  teacher  and  needs  instruction  in 
Algehra  and  Physical  (icography,  and  the  instructor  should 
therefore  not  indul^rc  in  lectures,  showing  how  much  he 
knows  of  the  heautiful  theories  of  education,  which  very  often 
are  born  in  the  brains  of  im))r;U'ticab]e  dreamers  l)ut,  ralher 
should  demonstrate  how  such  a  school  could  he  taught  so  as 
to  ohtain  the  greatest  results  with  the  least  waste  of  nervous 
enerffv.  There  are  hundreds  of  bright  but  inexperienced 
teachers  in  our  State  that  without  these  instructions  must 
hlunder  alonir  and  waste  their  time  and  (what  is  vast  I  v  more 
important)  tlie  iirecious  time  of  the  children  under  their 
charge,  until  thev  learn  the  best  methods  in  the  slow  and 
costlv  school  of  experience.  It  is  for  the  benefit  of  just  such 
teachers  that  Summer  ScJiools  should  he  provided,  and  if 
those  who  conduct  them  would  put  themselves  in  the  places 
of  those  whom  thev  are  to  teach  and  suit  their  instructi(ms  to 
fheirreate^t  iuhmIs  of  these  unpracticed  teachers,  1  believe  the 
results  would  be  immediatelv  felt,  in  the  betterment  of  our 
countrv  schools. 

''.Model  classes  should  be  taught,  and  the  well-known  and 
evident  faults  of  the  inexperienced  should  he  corrected,  and 
better  methods  inculcated. 

''This  method  of  instruction  bv  model  classes  would  be  es- 
peciallv  useful  in  schools  for  colored  teachers;  they  are  past- 
masters  in  the  art  of  imitaticm,  and  the  value  of  this  long- 
abused  faculty  has  lately  been  recognized  and  insisted  uj)on 
as  a  potent  factor  in  education  hy  modern  psychologists; 
therefore,  I  cini  reaf'ily  conceive  the  great  benefit  which  they 
would  derive  fn>m  the  instructions  of  a  capable  teacher,  who 
would  dLMurnstrate  the  best  wav  to  teach  a  lara:e  school  of 
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uiiiiraded  scholar*^,  }?howinji:  wliat  an  tH-onoiiiy  of  time  and 
energy  could  he  effected  l>v  better  ^i^radiiig,  by  larger  classes^ 
by  oral  jiistriiction  and  by  aViudicioiis  use  of  blackboard  dem- 
onstrations. Summer  Schools  for  negroes,  if  ccmducted 
on  this  plan,  orive  larsrer  promise  of  being  worth  all  that  they 
may  cost  than  those  for  whites,  for  the  needs  of  the  negroes 
are  so- much  greater,  their  methods  are  so  much  cruder,  and 
their  imitative  facidties  so  much  more  marked.  And  they  al- 
most invariably  show  more  interest  in  them  and  attend  them 
more  irenerallv  than  the  white  teachers. 

3d.  '^  'Do  conditions  admit  the  elimination  of  academic  in- 
strnction?^  Holdintr  tlie  views  already  exjjressed,  1  would 
be  inclined  to  sav  ves.  It  is  hardlv  |)ossil)lc  that  a  teacher 
could  raise  liis  scholarship  a  fractional  per  cent,  dur- 
ing a  more  or  less  interrupted  course  of  four  to  six  weeks  dura- 
tion at  a  Sumjuor  School,  but  on  the  otlier  hand  much  couhl 
be  accomplised  if  this  was  whoUv  a  school  of  methods.  Pos- 
sibly the  very  best  wav  to  teach  correct  methods  would  ])e  to 
assitrn  to  the  teachers  themselves  some  recitation  to  l)e  con- 
ducted each  dav  under  the  direction  of  tiie  instructor;  in 
this  wav  wrong  methods  could  be  'more  readily  detected  and 
corrected,  and  ri^ht  methods  demonstrated.  If  it  is  advisable 
to  attempt  to  teach  anythiuir  else  in  a  Summer  School  besides 
]pethods,  it  would  seein  wise  to  refrain  from  attempting  >o 
much  that  really  nothing  can  bi^  accomplished,  and  select  one 
or  two  subjects  that  give  teachers  most  trouble,  and  by  con- 
centrating efforts  upon  these  subjects  some  definite  results 
might  1)e  accom])lished,  and  some  permanent  gain  might  be 
made.  The  commonest  lack  in  our  teachers  is  ability  to 
systematize  their  work,  so  as  to  ^at  the  best  results  from  their 
efforts;  this  and  the  art  of  maintaining  discipline,  if  wisely 
tauofht  and  demonstrated,  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good. 

4th.  ^'Should  a])])ropriations  be  insisted  upon?' 

''If  it  is  wise  in  a  nation  to  educate  its  children,  then  it  is 
an  axiom  that  those  who  are  to  teach  them  should  themselves 
be  taught,  and  that  the  monev  spent  in  educating  teachers 
is  more  wiselv  si)ent  than  anv  other  for  educational  purposes, 
for  its  benefits  are  compounded.  It  is  hard  to  calculate  the 
blcvssinsf  to  a  Xation  or  a  State  that  is  Avorked  l)y  educating  its 
teachers,  and  as  these  Summer  Schools  reach  those  w!io  most 
need  their  help,  and  are  least  aide  to  attend  Xormal  Schools, 
thev  should  be  maintained,  and  a  sufficient  provision  for  their 
proper  nuiintenance  should  be  iiisisted  u|)on. 

'•Fnon  the  selection  of  skilled  instructors  for  these  Sum- 
mer Scliocds,  more  than  on  anv  other  one  factor,  will  depend 
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the  ineasiiR'  ot'  their  usefulness.  If  tlie  nionev  ap])ropriate(l 
for  these  schools  is  ex])en(led  in  employing  those  rare  teach- 
ers, who  are  reailv  masters  of  their  profession,  and  whose  tal- 
ents cannot  l)e  gauged  by  certificates  or  di])lonias,  tlie  cost 
to  tlie  vState  would  he  as  nothino:  in  comparison  to  thi^  great 
good  accomplished. 

*'SuFriniarizin<r  hrieflv:  1st,  I  would  say  that  while  the  re- 
suits  thai  follow  the  niaiiUenance  of  Summer  Schools  are  not 
what  they  should  he,  yet  at  their  worst  they  are  valuable,  and 
at  their  best   thev  would  Ije  indispensable. 

2i].  **Their  aim  should  be  chiofly  directed  to  supplying  the 
lack  of  normal  training  to  «listrict  teacliers,  who  are  lacking 
in  this  essential  qualiiication,  and  if  more  than  this  should 
be  attempted,  the  efforts  of  instructors  should  be  concenrated 
on  a  few  of  the  most  difficult  subjects. 

M.  "So  little  could  be  accomplished  in  the  short  time  al- 
lotted to  a  school  in  other  directions  that  the  time  would  be 
much  better  employed  in  teaching  correct  methods  by  model 
classes. 

4th.  "Api)ro])riations  for  Summer  Schools  should  be  in- 
sisted ujHin  with  ibis  stipulation:  That  those  who  ^-onduct 
these  schools  should  studv  the  needs  of  those  whom  they 
would  benefit,  and  supply  that  class  of  instruction  that  would 
pay  the  larafost  dividends  in  the  permanent  improvement  of 
the  country  schools — J.  H.  Girardeau,  County  Superinten- 
dent, Jefferson  C^ountv.^' 

SuDt.  AV.  M.  llolloway  on  the  same  subject  said: 

3fr.  (^7iah'nian — In  order  to  meet  an  increasing  deuumd 
for  more  competent  teachers,  a  demand,  permit  me  to  say, 
which  is  not  being  met  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  edu- 
cational forces  of  the  State,  the  class  of  schools  referred  to  in 
this  subject  becomes  a  necessity.  Prom  what  T  have  been 
able  to  gather  from  all  the  infonnation  appertaining-  to  this 
su])ject:,  and  frcmi  a  ])ersonal  knowledge  of  the  beneficial  re- 
sults accruing  to  the  schools  in  my  own  county,  I  must  answer 
the  first  division  of  this  subject  in  the  affirmative. 

"So  fully  convinced  is  the  School  Board  of  mv  countv  of 
the  wisdom  of  such  an  expenditure  of  money,  that  last  year 
$600  was  appropriated  for  the  better  preparation  of  teachers 
alone,  in  addition  to  what  the  State  did  for  us  through  the 
judgment  of  the  State  Superintendent.  The  county  expen- 
diture, however,  was  made  before  it  was  known  that  we  would 
have  a  school  under  the  auspices  of  the  State.  The  aim  of 
these  schools,  as  stated  above,  should  be  to  give  to  the  State  a 
more  competent,  better-trained  class  of  teachers. 
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"We  have  not  reached  tlmt  point  in  our  educational  econ- 
omy, a^  yet,  where  we  cdh  prepare  a  course  of  study  for  these 
schools  with  exclusive  reference  to  the  theoretical,  but  such  a 
course  should  embrace  the  theoretical  and  practical. 

"As  much  of  the  academic  feature  should  be  retained  as  is 
consistent  with  the  highest  ideals  in  teaching,  so  that  the 
work  done  shall  be  applicable  to  the  work  expected  to  be  done 
bv  the  student.  If  the  academic  work  be  excluded  entirely, 
the  best  results  cannot  be  accomplished  in  methods,  as  teach- 
ers teach  as  they  are  taupjht,  and  not  as  they  are  taught  to 
teach. 

^'At  this  sta^e  of  our  educational  progress,  the  necessity  for 
Summer  Schools  should  be  apparent  to  all;  whatever  is  neces- 
sary is  worth  the  money  it  costs,  if  it  be  judiciously  purchased. 
The  results  of  these  schools  attest  the  wisdom  of  their  man- 
agement, therefore  such  appropriations  should  be  continued 
bv  the  State.'' 

/Snpen?itendent  JSains:  "The  first  thing  the  instructors  in 
our  Summer  School,  Dr.  Yocuni  and  Prof.  Barrington,  did, 
was  to  find  out  what  was  lacking  in  the  academic  training  of 
the  teachers,  and  then  they  endeavored  to  supply  what  they 
needed  in  that  line.  Having  provided  the  '^what'  of  teach- 
ing, the  next  step  was  to  ^i\e  them  the  ^how.'  It  was  along 
these  lines  that  our  Summer  School  was  conducted.  That 
this  was  the  correct  method  is  shown  by  the  improvement  in 
our  teachers  and  in  our  schools,  which  is  felt  in  all  schools 
taught  by  persons  that  attended  the  Summer  School.'' 

SupeHntendent  (^ompton:  "There  ought  to  be  fewer  of 
these  schools  than  we  had  last  summer.  When-  these  schools 
were  first  established,  they  were  more  beneficial  than  now, 
and  it  is  not  because  the  system  is  incorrect,  nor  is  it  the  fault 
of  our  State  Superintendent,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  but  an 
error  into  which  he  waJi  driven  to  insure  attendance.  The 
more  schools  we  have,  the  more  instructors  we  have,  and  con- 
sequently the  more  incomj)etent  instructors  we  must  have. 
If  we  have  only  twelve  instructors  for  these  schools,  we  will 
certainly  have  much  more  competent  ones  than  if  we  have 
twenty-four  or  thirty-six.  The  quality. goes  down  every  time 
with  the  greater  number  of  schools.  It  costs  a  teacher  very 
little  more  to  go  to  a  neighboring  county  and  attend  school 
than  to  attend  one  in  his  own  county,  if  he  has  to  go  away 
from  home  five  or  ten  miles  to  board.  I  believe  the  teachers 
^'^i  a  rate  of  half  fare  for  the  trip,  so  it  costs  only  $1,  or  two 
or  three,  at  most,  to  go  from  the  teacher's  home  to  any  county 
where  the  school  might  be  held,  and  liis  board,  washing  and 


431 

other  expense:^  are  not  more  at  the  school  away  from  honie 
than  at  that  in  his  own  county.  Consequently,  1  beheve 
that  the  teachers  will  receive  a  great  deal  more  benefit  by 
having  fewer  schools^  railier  than  hO  many.  1  know  it  has  been 
said  that  many  more  teachers  attend  the  schools  in  their  owa 
coimty  than  where  they  have  to  go  to  another  county,  but. 
there  is  no  reason  whv  this  should  he  the  case.  Xo  one  can 
prove  to  me  that  it  is  much  more  expensive  to  go  out  of  one's^ 
countv  to  a  school  than  to  attend  one  in  his  own  c*ounty.  If 
these  schools  were  fewer  in  number  and  taught  by  the  very^ 
best  talent  that  the  State  Superintendent  can  command^  they- 
w^ill  be  much  more  beneficial. 

Superintendent  Philips:  ''The  history  of  this  matter  is,, 
that  in  very  few  of  the  States  are  thev  able  to  cut  loose  en- 
tirelv  from  academic  instruction,  and  Florida  would  be  un- 
wise to  do  it.  I  believe  that  the  schools  ought  to  agree  on 
some  course  of  text-book  instruction  leading  up  gradually,, 
step  bv  step,  from  schools  of  academic  instruction  to  a  school 
of  methods.  When  Ave  do  reach  such  a  point  it  might  be  wise:: 
to  have  one  or  two  schools  in  the  State  which  shall  teach  noth- 
ing  but  methods.  Those  who  are  prepared  academically  can 
attend  those  schools.  If  it  is  the  Avisdom  of  the  State  Super- 
intendent, such  a  school  might  do  now,  but  if  we  were  to  leave- 
off  text-book  instructi(m  entirely,  it  would  be  exceedingly  un- 
wise. 1  have  sat  under  tlie  sou]ul  of  the  voice  of  some  in- 
structors and  listened  to  what  was  called  a  method,  but  was,, 
in  my  opinion,  nothing  but  a  fad.  And,  after  all,  it  is  not  the- 
method  that  makes  the  teaclier;  it  is  the  teacher  who  can  iise- 
the  method.  Where  we  have  real  teachers,  a  mere  hint  often- 
times will  fill  his  mind  with  brilliant  thought,  and  lie  theit 
can  go  home  and  enlarge  upon  this  idea.'' 

Superintendent  Baker:  ''I  only  wish  to  emphasize  and 
endorse  Prof.  Girardeau's  idea  of  confining  instruction  not. 
entirely,  butniostlv,  to  methods.  Tliis  is  not  going  to  under- 
value scholarlv  attainments,  but  these  are  taught  in  all  the; 
institutions  in  the  State,  and,  furthermore,  our  certificates, 
already  exclude  all  who  have  not  a  good  degree  of  scholarship^ 
In  our  county  the  best  teachers  are  those  who  have  had  and 
■  used  the  opportunity  to  study  methods  in  Xormal  Schools.'^ 

Principal  Hayes:  "At  present  it  seems  to  me  that  the- 
academic  instruction  in  the  Smumer  Schools  should  be  con- 
tinued, but  this  instruction  should  l)e  given  in  order  that 
proper  methods  of  instruction  and  discipline  may  be  well  ex- 
emplified. But  ^give  a  man  method,  and  method  only,  and  he 
"will  make  a  fool  of  himself ;  and  the  longer  you  gi\e  him,  the 
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Itnvircr  fool  liu  will  make*  The  teacher  must  know  the  sub- 
jeets  he  is  to  teach,  Init  that  is  only  a  part  of  the  knowledge 
he  should  possess.  Jle  should  know  also  the  ohject  he  is 
^oin^  to  teach.  He  should  know  arithmetic  that  lie  niav 
leach  it,  but  he  should  also  k]iow  what  is  necessary  to  the  de- 
velopment  of  the  pupiTs  mind.  In  other  words,  he  should 
know  the  child's  mind.  When  he  knows  arithmetic,  for  ex- 
ample, and  the  object  to  whom  the  arithmetic  is  to  ])e  tau^rlit. 
the  'how,'  the  ^method,'  will  be  the  easiest  part  of  it.  I  helievo 
our  teachers  fail  to  comprelumd  that  knowledt^o  can  only  come 
as  the  result  of  activity  on  the  pupiTs  ])art.  1  might  lecture 
to  teachers  or  to  children  as  lon^  as  I  wanted  to,  but  so  long 
as  they  remain  passive,  the  lecture  will  be  dead  and  no  results 
will  be  attained.  80,  in  our  Summer  Schools,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  should  have  classes  in  some  branches  for  teachers  to 
leach  and  to  apply  methods. 

"It  does  seem  to  me  that  conditions  necessitate  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Summer  Schools.  Our  teachers  are  not  a  per- 
fect body,  thev  do  not  pretend  to  be,  and  if  the  Summer 
"Schools  are  a  means  of  improving  them,  we  certainly  should 
•continue  them.  The  Summer  School  stands  somewhat  in  the 
same  relation  to  teachers  as  the  camp  meetings  at  the  begin- 
ninir  of  the  Civil  War. 

"We  have  at  West  Point  a  school  for  the  training  of.  lead- 
ers, a  school  that  is  intended  to  make  masters  of  th«  military 
art  of  its  students.  We  never  expect,  while  the  world  stands, 
lo  have  all  of  our  citizens  who  are  trained  in  that  school  be- 
come leaders.  The  time  has  not  vet  come  when  every  school 
in  Florida  can  have  a  professionally  trained  teacher,  but  the 
Ihe  time  is  here  when  in  some  way  or  other  will  be  heard  the 
demand  for  schools  in  which  the  unskilled  teacher  may  re- 
<*eive  enough  direction  to  know  how  to  teach,  and  will  be  bet- 
ter than  without  it.  We  also  need  County  Superintendents 
who  have  had  such  training,  and  can  guide  those  not  having 
Ihe  necessary  knowledge,  either  of  the  subjects  they  are  to 
teach  or  of  the  child's  mind,  to  take  the  initiative  in  this 
srrand  work.'' 
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Topic  2,  Assigxin*;  TEAriiEKS  and  FixiSii  Salakies: — 

I^oe.'t  tht  hnr  ronferrhty  upon  School  Boanh 
the .  lancer  to  assiijn  teachtrs  and  to  fij*  their 
salaries  produce  the  best  resfdts;  should  their 
salaries  be  aniform:  if  not^  trhat  points  should 
fpt  f'foisidered  in  adjusting  them,'' 

^^Mr,  Chairman:  As  to  assignments — the  law  governing 
them  is  beneficial  in  its  operation.. 

*' First.  Because  the  Board,  presumably,  has  su])erior  qual- 
ifications, as  compared  with  patrons.  Qualificatitm,  in  this 
connection,  is  a  generic  term,  embracing  scholarship,  disinter- 
estedness, etc.,  etc.  Public  sciiools  in  Florida  are  of  recent 
introduction.  Our  patrons,  as  a  body,  Avere  so  unfortunate 
as  not  to  have  the  benefit  of  them,  and  are  not  equipped  to 
judge  teachers,  as  to  scholart^hip  and  methods,  nor  to  estimate 
properly  the  progress  of  pupils  under  their  tuition.  Super- 
intendents have  abundant  opportunities  to  observe  how  of- 
ten patrons  gauge  the  ])rogre^s  of  their  children  by  the  i>age< 
passed  over  rather  than  mastered,  esteeming  him,  the  teacher, 
par  excellence,  who  sacrifices  thoroughness  K>n  the  altar  of  a 
miscalled  "advancement.'  Hence,  assignments  by  patrons 
would  be  an  injustice  to  really  deserving  teachers,  aiul  a  clog 
to  the  real  progress  of  pupils.  The  School  Board,  a  selected 
body  entrusted  with  educational  interests  as  its  specialty,  may 
be  presumed  to  make  better  assignments. 

"^'Second.  This  Board  is  more  disinterested  than  the  pa- 
trons, because  farther  removed  from  local  considerations  and 
the  disturbing  influences  of  kindred  ties  and  the  like. 

One  who  is  at  once  a  patron  of  the  school  and  a  relative 
of  a  teacher  seeking  a  situation  is  confronted  with  a  very 
strong  lemptation  to  provide  for  the  teaclier  to  the  detriment 
of  the  teaching,  and  it  is  among  the  possibilities  that  this 
temptation  will  be  present  in  all  schools,  if  the  assignment 
rests  with  the  patrons.  But  this  difficulty,  on  so  large  a  scale, 
will  hardly  occur  under  the  plan  of  assignment  by  the  Board. 

"Third.  The  Board  has  a  wider  outlook.  In  nuikiui;  as- 
signments  not  (mly  ([ualifications,  hut  adaptations  as  well, 
must  be  considered.  And  at  this  point  the  Board  has  great 
advantage.  The  horizon  of  the  patrons  is  circumscribed  by 
district  dines;  their  ]mrpose  is  to  secure  the  best  teacher 
for  their  schools,  little  caring  for  the  interests  of  others.  So 
it  may  happen  that  high  grade  teachers  may  be  assigned  to 
schools  where  only  primary  branches  are  studied,  leaving  low- 
•^  I 
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l^de  teachers  for  schools  whose  curriciil.uni  embraces  ad* 
\aiiced  brauches,  but  th(»  outlook  of  the  Board,  being  co-ox- 
iensive  with  the  whole  county,  that  bodv  will  observe  a  corre- 
spondence  between  the  grades  of  the  teachers  and  the  schools 
respectively.     The  Board  is  charged  to  collate  results  from  {^11 
:^di!ools  and  to  assign  with  reference  to  the  interests  of  .-•ll; 
and  may  demand  information  of  the  County  Superiptend- 
-ijnt  who  is  charged  with'the  duty  of  visiting  schools,  and  has 
>«ppOi!rtunities  for  observing  their  progress  and  their  need?*. 
•^Pourth.  Doubtless  there  will  be  friction  under  any  plan 
of  assignment.     Some  American  citizens  are  exceedingly  tena- 
cious of  the  right  of  ^kicking/  and  seem  not  to  realize  their 
'freedom'  except  when  indulging  in  that  pastime.     But  expe- 
rience witii  both  plans  seems  to  warrant  the  opinion  that  there 
will  be  less  kicking  when  the  assignment  is  by  the  Board. 
Very  often  patrons  themselves  are  not  a  unit  in  their  ])refer- 
ence;  and  the  feeling  engendered  by  neighborhood  disagree- 
ments^ is,  often,  more  inveterate  than  that  occasioned  by  a 
distasteful  action  of  the  Board.     Moreover,  patrons  may  be 
expected  to  become  more  reconciled  to  the  plan  of  assign- 
ments by  the  Board  wlien  they  realize  that  it  rests  upon  a 
liasis  of  justice,  that  as  the  State  assumes  the  burden  of  ex- 
pense for  the  scliools,  likewise  the  State  may  claim  the  right 
io  make  assignments  through  the  Board,  which  is  its  repre- 
sentative in  the  premises.     Of  course,     when     patrons     jive 
pleased  with  assignments,  the  attendance  on  the  schools  will 
Le  better;  hence,  the  Board  should  not  be  arbitrary  in  the 
matter  nor  unnecessarily  override  the  preferences  of  patrons; 
«tilf,  courageously  refusing. to  sacrifice  the  educational  in- 
terests of  the  pupils  to  unreasonable  demands  of  patrons; 
alwiays  remembering  that  the  prime  and  principal  purpose  of 
the  public  school  system,  is,  not  to  support  teachers  nor  to 
please  patrons,  but  to  educate  children. 

"Teachers'  Salaries — These  should  dei)end  on  qualifica- 
tions; and  since  qualifications  are  not  uniform,  salaries  should 
not  be.  They  should  not  be  based  on  the  curriculum,  giving 
the  fargest  salaries  to  teachers  of  most  advanced  branches; 
primary  work  is  foundation  work  and  should  be  c]iaracteriz?d 
\(K  thoroughness,  for  it  has  an  important  l>earing  upon  the 
work  to  be  done  in  higher  grades.  It  should  not,  therefore, 
lie  discriminated  against  in  fixing  salaries.  Salaries  should 
le  fixed  on  the  basis  of  qualifications.  Qualifications  include 
scholarship,  of  course,  but  more  besides — as  moral  character^ 
acquaintance  with  improved  methods,  faculty  for  discipline 
«i!d  control,  fondness  for  teaching,  succe-sfulexperience,    tc. 


The  ^niclf  fA  i-ortiHiiiT^»  may  l»e  ]»r«^-uiiie  :  !•»  i:iiye  t:.-^  -rho'i- 
^rship.  unles?  there-  l>e  eAidenoo  l*>  the  t-Miinirv  My  -Viv- 
servation  i-  that,  as  a  rule  (there  are  j>ro}»!^,hiy  e\coin!«>n->. 
teachers  holrimg  the  hisrher  eertitieate^.  *!«>  W*tUT  work  e\  -n 
in  teaciiin^  primary  hram*he>.  OthtT  thinir>  U^insr  chju.:*, 
then,  the  hi;rhe^t  salarie>  shoiil«^  ht-  jjri>en  t«^  those  hoKlin^r  .he 
highest  grntle  of  eerlitieatrs. 

\\.  Q.  Bakkk/' 

iSuDerintendeni  Sehell  followeil  on  the  programme,  but 
failed  to  hand  in  his  paper,  and  the  stenoirniphiT  t<H>k  .n'> 
notes, 

Sufperin^endent  (rhnw.  ^-J  have  tried  to  analyize  the  ef- 
fect that  the  F'irst  Grade  Certificate  has  on  the  teacher,  and 
whv  it  is  that  I  have  more  failures,  absolute  failures,  in  the 
schoolroom  with  those  holdinoc  high-grade  certificates  than 
with  the  lower.  It  ou^ht  not  to  be,  but  it  is,  and  1  think  1 
have  di>covercd  the  reason.  The  one  with  tlie  First  Grade 
Certificate  tliinks  that  she  has  reached  the  climax  of  the  edu- 
-cational  svstem.  She  savs.  Behold  mv  First  Grade  Certiii- 
-cate!  Come,  look  upon  me  and  learn.  Or  that  is  about  the 
wav  she  conducts  herself.  She  thinks  there  is  nothing  Iv- 
vond  the  P'irst  Grade  Certificate,  and  hence  she  reaches  for 
nothing  bevond.  She  fails  to  ai)pre^ciate  the  fact  that  theri- 
is  something  more  to  get  in  teaching  than  the  knowledge  sho 
has,  and  conseciuentlv  she  does  not  search  after  that  all-im 
]K)rtant  thinjr,  the  wav  to  teach.  This  is  the  cause,  a<  it  ap- 
])ears  to  me,  of  the  failure  of  ^hose  who  secure  these  certili- 
<^ates,  and  there  ougrht  to  be  some  way  to  dis})ossess  their 
minds  of  the  thought  that  there  is  nothing  beyond.  It  ought 
to  be  impressed  upon  them  some  way  or  other." 

Superintendent  PJdIips:  "I  wish  to  say  that  many  teacli- 
ers  holding  Third  Grade  Certificates  are  more  successful  as 
"teachers  than  those  holding  higher  grade  certificates.  This 
has  eausd  me  to  reflect  that  it  is  not  the  grade  of  certificate 
altogether  that  makes  the  quality  of  the  teacher.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  C\)untv  Superintendent,  in  selecting  teachers,  to 
get  those  having  the  spirit  of  the  teacher,  and  as  much  knowl- 
edge as  possible.  There  is  no  equivalent  for  scholarship. 
The  verv  best  teaching  comes  from  the  person  who  has  knowl- 
edge. A  Normal  School  in  which  only  method  is  tj^ught 
mav  be  a  good  thinjr,  but  M'e  cannot  do  awav  with  academic 
instruction ;  scholarship  must  l>e  the  first  requisite  of  the 
ieacher." 
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Super httendeitt  Huniuj:  "The  remarks  Mr.  Glenn  ha? 
just  made  are  verified  in  my  county.  1  have  more  failures 
amonir  the  First,  than  among  Third  Grade,  teachers.  It 
seems  tliat  First  Grade  teachers  have  scholarship  at  the  ex- 
pense of  teaching  ability,  while  the  Third  Grade  teachers  haver 
less  scholarship  but  more  teaching  ability.'' 

Superintendent  Mizell:  "Does  the  fact  that  a  Second  or 
a  Third  Grade  teacher  may  exceed  in  teaching  ability  one- 
holdin^r  a  First  Grade  Certificate  carry  with  it  the  idea  that 
a  First  Grade  teacher  would  become  better  if  she  only  held 
a  Second  or  a  Third  Grade  Certificate?  I  do  not  believe  it. 
1  shall  always  insist  upon  the  highest  degree  of  scholarship/'' 

Superintendent  Compton:  -^Three  things  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  First,  the  number  of  pupils  in  the- 
school;  Second,  the  grade  of  certificate;  Third,  the  actual 
teaching  ability  of  the  teacher.  These,  I  believe,  are  the- 
three  things  that  ought  to  be  considered,  as  I  do  not  believe- 
that  we  can  ^^i  along  without  the  consideration  of  these  three 
thinsrs." 

Superinterxdent  Shedts:  ^"Superintendent  Compton  has 
given  my  views  on  that  subject."  And  further  discussion  of 
this  question  was  shut  off. 

Topic  3.  Compulsory  Education: — 

Does  there  exist  necessity  for  a  law  requiriwj 

attendance  at  schml;  if  so^  what  limitations 

should  attach  to  such  a  law;  would  the  tna^ses^ 

endorse  it;  icould  the  results  compensate  for 

the  friction  genera  ted f 

Both  Superintendents  McDaniel  and  Reynolds,  who  were^ 
to  discuss  the  above  topics,  were  absent,  and  it  was  discussed 
entirely  by  volunteers.  A  letter  explaining  McDanieFs  ab- 
sence was  read. 

Superintendent  Glemw  Since  handling  the  rural  schools- 
of  Duval  county,  I  find  that  I  have  two  classes  of  people  to- 
come  to  school,  one  antagonistic  and  one  friendly.  The  first, 
don^t  seem  to  care  whether  their  children  get  any  educatioi> 
or  not;  and,  if  one  family  in  the  district  happens  to  have  a 
large  number  of  children,  should  they  get  piqued  at  some- 
imaginary  fault  in  the  teacher,  will  withdraw  all  the  children,, 
thus  running  the  number  down  lower  than  the  legal  limit  for 
school  attendance,  and  break  up  the  school,  and  so  deprive 
the  other  children  in  the  district  of  their  education.     If  the- 
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Board  of  Public  Instruction  decides  to  carrv  on  the  school 
;anyhow,  then  it  raises  the  per  capita  expense  to  an  enormous 
amount.  The  ])er  capita  is  too  hi^h  to  warrant  continuing 
the  school,  and  yet,  if  it  is  not  continued,  it  cripples  our 
average  attendance  and  prevents  our  getting  our  proper  por- 
tion of  the  State  Funds.  So,  on  the  whole,  I  am  very  de- 
^^idedly  in  favor  of  compulsory  education — of  making  them 
tsend  their  children  to  school." 

SaperhUendent  Thrasher:  "Pasco  county  opposes  com- 
4)ulsbrv  education.     1  think  the  State  is  not  ready  for  it.'^ 

Superintendent  Sams:  ''Mv  County  Board  is  in  favor  of 
raisinif  the  limit  of  school  levy  and  making  five  mills  the  min- 
imum.    Is  also  in  favor  of  compulsory  education." 

Svperin/teiident  Merritt:  "My  County  Board  is  also  in  fa- 
vor of  this,  but  willing  to  put  it  in  the  hands  of  the  State 
iSuDerintendent  to  do  as  he  thinks  best." 

Superintendent  Young:  "I  doubt  very  much  whetlier  a 
<?ompulsorv  law  requiring  children  of  school  age  to  be  sent 
to  school  could  be  enforced.  But  I  believe  that  it  should  be 
unlawful  to  allow  children  of  school  age  to  be  hired  out, 
"especially  to  work  in  factories  during  the  term  of  school.  We 
have  an  illustration  of  it  in  every  factory  in  the  State  where 
'Children  can  be  employed  successfully.  The  sentiment  in 
favor  of  this  idea  is  growing.  The  last  report  of  Wm.  T. 
Harris,  Commissioner  of  Education  of  the  United  States, 
«hows  that  twentv-seven  States  and  Territories  have  already 
adopted  laws  requiring  it,  and  defining  the  limits  within 
which  it  is  required.  The  idea  is  advancing  in  this  country. 
'Citrus  countv  favors  something  of  the  kind.  I  believe  that 
the  time  is  coming  wlien  there  ought  to  be  some  steps  taken 
in  that  direction." 

Superintendent  Philips:  "There  exists  necessity  for  a  law 
Tequiring  attendance  at  school.  Out  of  100  children  enrolled 
Sit  school,  we  generally  average  65  or  68.  What  limitations 
should  attach  to  such  a  law?  I  would  enact  a  law  requiring 
■everv  nupil  to  show  a  record  of  60  days,  at  least,  out  of  every 
100,  unless  a  phvsiciau  s  certificate  is  produced  as  an  excuse. 
Would  the  masses  endorse  it?  Yes,  sir,  unless  they  tell  a  lot 
of  stories.  Almost  evervbodv  in  our  countv  pravs  for  the  time 
when  a  law  shall  exist  requiring  children  to  go  to  school." 

Superinteudent  Hathaway:  "It  seems  to  me  that  some- 
i;hing  must  be  done  to  secure  better  attendance  on  our  schools. 
HolHies  requires  an  'average  attendance  of  50  per  cent.,  or  the 
school  is  closed,  and  several  of  our  schools  are  now  closed." 
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S\ipennten(lent  ScheU:  "We  need  it  in  our  county,  and 
while  1  am  not  sure  that  our  people  want  it,  1  say  individually.. 
*God  speed  the  dav/ " 

Superintendent  Merritt:  'In  my  county  about  65  per 
cent,  of  the  enrollment  go  to  school.  We  need  a  law  com- 
pellinc"  attendance." 

Superintendent  Ilolloway:  "I  thinik  it  has  been  proven 
that  onlv  40  or  50  per  cent,  of  the  school  population  go  to 
school.  A  judicious  law  of  this  kind  would  inflict  no  pun- 
ishment on  any  one  except  the  fellow  that  needs  it,  and  there- 
fore, it  seems  manifest  that  we  oucrht  to  have  such  a  law.  The^ 
majority  of  the  people  of  my  county  are  in  favor  of  it.  I 
know  1  am,  from  the  information  I  have  gained  in  dealing^ 
with  the  question.^' 

Superintendent  Sams:  "The  law  is  not  intended  for  those 
who  will  attend.  That  class  that  fills  our  jails  and  causes 
more  crime  and  loss  in  a  community  and  gives  more  trouble 
is  the  class  met  by  a  compulsorv  law.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
we  could  make  this  law  meet  the  interests  of  the  people  in 
everv  district  and  county  in  the  State,  and  we  need  a  law 
which  will  compel  those  people,  who  are  so  ignorant  and  so- 
hardened,  into  the  schools.  It  need  not  compel  the  people- 
to  send  their  children  to  school  during  the  time  they  are 
needed  at  home  to  help  harvest  crops,  etc.,  but  we  could  have- 
a  law  that  would  work  no  injury  to  the  people's  industries."^ 

Superintende?it  Mizell:  "If  a  compulsory  law  of  education 
should  be  asked  for,  it  would  be  expected  to  be  based  upon 
sufficient  cause,  and  these  meetinp^s  of  County  Superintend- 
ents have  developed  one  fact  to  some  of  us,  that  we  have- 
hoped  had  no  j2:eneral  bearing  on  this  subject.  The  preju- 
dice existing  among  the  people  in  reference  to  the  school 
militates  very  much  ajrainst*  school  attendance.  The  cause 
named  has  more  to  do  with  attendance  at  school  than  want 
of  abilitv  to  send.'^ 

Superintendent  Ilanna:  "I  think  the  law  should  require 
all  children  between  the  asres  of  6  and  13  to  attend  the  full 
term.  That  being  the  limit,  there  would  be  no  trouble  on  the 
score  of  the  children  havin^:  to  help  the  parents.  Let  the 
parents  select  the  time  it  will  be  most  convenient  for  their 
chihlren  to  attend,  run  the  school  four  months,  and  compel 
the  attendance  of  all  the  children  between  6  and  13  years  of 
aire  the  full  term.'' 
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Superintendent.  Vompton:  ''1  bs.lieve  every  luaii  1  have 
ever  spoken  to  upon  tlie  subject  in  our  county  favors  such  a 
la\^ .  I  think,  that  inasmuch  as  so  many  people  have  spoken 
in  favor  of  it,  the  county  is  largely  in  favor  of  it.  I  believe 
as  a  rule,  that  the  best,  citizens  are  in  favor  of  it,  and  the  best 
citizens  srenerallv  carrv  elections;  or,  at  least,  the  best  people 
have  to  favor  anv  law  l^fore  it  can  be  made  successful.'' 

Superintendent  Snowball:  "I  am  not  yet  satisfied  in  my 
mind  that  I  should  favor  such  a  law,  notwithstanding  it  seems 
to  be  the  sense  of  the  bodv.'^ 

Superintendent  Girardenu:  "I  have  not  consulted  my  peo- 
])le  on  this  subject,  but  I  am  afraid  that  the  people  m  my 
county  would  not  favor  such  a  law.  My  individual  opinion  is, 
that  a  compulsory  school  law  is  a  part  of  the  paraphernalia 
of  the  public  schools.  The  State  furnishes  the  teacher,  tlie 
school,  the  equipment,  etc.,  and  it  strikes  me  that  the  State 
is  in  the  position  of  a  man  in  the  good  book  who  had  a  great 
feast  and  invited  his  friends,  who  would  not  come,  and  he 
went  into  the  byways  and  highways  and  compelled  them  to 
come.  That  is  mv  individual  opinion,  but  I  don't  believe 
mv  countv  would  back  me  up." 

Super intendent  Baker:  "The  State  compels  everybody, 
with  or  without  children,  to  contribute  to  the  education  of 
the  people,  and  the  State  has,  therefore,  a  rigUt  to  say  that 
the  children  should  go  to  school,  in  order  to  get  the  com- 
pensation." 

Topic  4 — City  School  Systems: 

Would  the  establisJunent  of  City  School  Systems 
he  conduciiie  to  the  general  advancement  of 
education  in  the  State\  If  best  for  the  citieSy. 
what  compensation  would  accrue  to  the  rural 
schools  by  the  separation^ 

Superintendent  Glenn  filled  his  place  on  the  programme 
on  the  above  subject,  and  promised  to  reduce  his  remarks  to 
writing  and  hand  to  the  Secretary,  but  failed  to  do  so.  Hi? 
remarks  were  in  opposition  to  the  creation  of  City  School 
Svstems  in  this  State. 

Superintendent  Cook  wrote  a  letter  explaining  his  absence, 
and  sent  the  following  address,  which  was  read: 

Mr.    (Jhciirrnan:     According  to  your  programme    I    have^ 
been  assigned  the  lead  in  the  discussion     on     'City  School 
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Systems.'     In   my  attempt  at  an  argument  on  these  ques- 
tions, I  shall  take  both  the  affirmative  and  negative  sides. 

"If  the  questions  were  changed  to  read  thus:  Would  the  ts- 
tablishment  of  City  School  Systems  be  best  for  the  children 
living  in  the  cities  of  the  State,  and  in  what  respect  this  sep- 
aration of  the  city  from  the  rural  school  would  injure  (he 
latter,  the  answer  to  the  first  would  be  yes,  but,  to  the  lat- 
ter, ruin  in  every  respect.  Understanding  that  separating 
the  city  from  the  country  school  means  also  a  separation  of 
the  moneys  and  supervision,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
state  of  facts  existing  in  the  City  of  Pensacola  exists  also 
in  Jacksonville,  Tampa,  Key  West  and  every  other  considera- 
ble citv  in  the  State. 

"Xow  what  are  these  facts?  ],  of  course,  s])eak  only  for 
the  City  of  Pensacola  and  County  of  Escambia,  but  1  be- 
lieve the  Citv  of  Pensacola  and  Countv  of  Escambia  are  tvpi- 
cal  of  the  other  cities  and  counties  in  the  State. 

"The  facts  existing  in  Escambia  County  are  these:  We 
have  an  enrollment  of,  say,  ^1,500  ])upi]s  in  the  public  schools 
in  this  county,  about  2,000  of  tliese  are  on  the  rolls  in  tlie 
city  public  schools,  and  the  other  2,500  are  on  the  rolls  of  the 
rural  or  country  public  schools. 

"Now  for  finances.  The  assessment  of  ])roT)ertv  in  the  Citv 
of  Pensacola  is  about  $3,250,000,  and  that  in  the  country  out- 
side of  the -city  is  about  $1,300,000,  and  about  two-thirds  of 
all  the  poll  taxes  paid  in  this  county,  are  paid  by  citizens  of 
Pensacola. 

"From  a  mere  statement  of  the>e  facts  it  is  easv  to  see 
what  a  great  advantage  there  would  be  to  children  in  Ihe 
]>ublic  schools  in  the  City  of  Pensacola,  should  there  be  a 
reparation  oT  city  and  country  schools;,  with  each  receiving  the 
funds  derived  from  taxes  in  their  own  limits.  Th?  oity 
schools  could  easilv  be  raised  to  eiirht  months,  or  even  nine 
inonths,  Imt,  to  confine  the  2,500  children  in  the  country 
.-chools  to  the  funds  raised  fj-om  the  assessment  of  countrv 
f)roperty,  it  would  be  im])ossible  to  operate  their  schools  for 
)riore  than  four  months  and  at  that  on  verv  small  alaries  to 
(he  teachers. 

"It  would  be  almost  impossil)le  to  su])])ly  these  country 
schools  with  competent  and  live  teachers  for  the  salaries  that 
could  be  offered,  and  it  would  be  a  new  addition  to  the  old 
adage,  Toor  pay,  poor  ])reach,'  for  it  would  be  poor  pay, 
poor  teach,  competent  teachers  would  not  long  work  for  ihe 
salaries  that  could  be  paid  from  the  small  sun^  that  c(nild 
possibly  be  raised  on  assessments  on  ])roperty  outside  of  ihe 
"citv. 
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''A  separation  of  city  and  country  schools,  and  a  .separa- 
tion of  the  funds  derived  from  taxes  laid  for  school  pur- 
poses, would  ])e  a  violation  of  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter  of 
the  Constitution. 

"The  whole  theory  of  popular  education  is  based  on  equal- 
ity befol^  the  law,  and  the  facts  that  the  funds  derived  from 
the  State  one-mill  tax  are  apportioned  according  to  tlie  at- 
tendance in  the  schools,  and  not  according  to  the  amount 
raised  in  the  differeftt  counties,  show  clearlv  the  intent  and 
purpose  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  was,  as  far  as 
practical,  to  equalize  the  funds  between  the  rich  and  poorer 
counties. 

"This  separation  of  citv  and  country  schools  would,  also, 
cause  a  multiplication  of  officers,  and  as  a  consequence  a  re- 
duction of  salapes;  or  a  further  raid  on  the  school  funds,  now 
much  too  small  for  the  successful  operation  of  schools  in 
most  counties  in  the  State. 

"I  contend  that  County  Superintendents  of  Ptiblic  Instruc- 
tion should  be  broad-minded,  practical  business  men,  in  hill 
sympathy  with  ])opular  education,  and  that  such  men  sliould 
be  paid  as  liberal  salaries  as  the  state  of  the  school  finances 
in  the  different  counties  will  admit,  and  that  his  whole  time 
and  thoughts  should  be  devoted  to  the  education  of  the  youth 
of  his  count  v.     The  state  of  the  school  fmances  in  onlv  a  few 

•  * 

of  the  counties  will  now  admit  of  liberal  salaries,  and  it  would 
be  a  mistake  to  begin  at  this  time  the  multiplication  of  school 
officers. 

"There  is  not  a  c-oiinty  in  the  State  at  this  time  with  a 
population  of  40,000  and  there  is  really  no  necessity  for  the 
separation  of  the  city  and  country  schools.  One  good  Su- 
perintendent ought  to,  and  can.  attend  to  all  school  duties  in 
any  county  of  the  State.  X.  B.  Cook. 

Before  the  close  of  the  afternoon  session  the  following 
Superintendents  came  in,  making  the  attendance  twenty  to 
date:  H.  L.  Avant,  of  Columbia;  L.  W.  Buchholz,  of  Hills- 
borough; X.  W.  Epnes,  of  Leon,  and  J.  B.  Parkinson,  of  Vo- 
lusia. 

8  o'*JLOCK  p.  M. 

At  the  evening  session  Superintendents  J.  H.  Sams,  Jno. 
C.  Compton  and  L.  AY.  Buchholz,  each  delivered  a  very  in- 
teresting address,  on  the  stibjects  announced  in  the  ]>ro- 
gramme,  to  the  Convention  and  such  of  the  citizens  as  ven- 
tured out  on  that  bitter  cold  evening.  The  audience  was 
small.     These  addresses  are  not  given  heri',  on  account  of 
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lefH;th^'  and  were  not  designed  to  be  a  part  of  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Convention. 


VVEDXESDAY,  FEBRUARY  15—9  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  9  o'clock, 
with  Suuerintendent  Sheats  in  the  chair,  and  was  led  in 
prayer  by  SirperinteJident  C-.  A.  Snowball. 

The  arrival  of  Superintendents  R.  L.  Williams,  of  Madison, 
and  W.  1).  Carn,  of  Marion,  was  noted,  making  a  total  at- 
tendance of  twenty-two  County  Superintendents  to  date. 

Topic  5 — School  Revenues: 

((f)  Are  the  school  terms  sufficiently  lottg^  the  build' 
inr/s  and  appliances  aniple^  the  salaries  of 
teachers  great  enough  to  retain  the  necessary 
talent  in  the  profession^  to  insure  progress  in 
educational  development/ 

Suuerintendent  McDaniel  was  absent,  but  this  division  of 
the  touic  was  covered  in  tlie  voluntary  discussions  on  the 
tonic. 

(/>)    Can   the  prese)it  revenue  laira  be  made  to  yield 

ample   funds  to  advance  materially  the  schools 

beyond  their  present  status/ 

Mr.  Chairman:  If  the  revenue  laws  were  rigidly  enforced, 
there  would  be  a  much  better  state  of  affairs. 

"The  school  revenue  is^derived  from  several  sources:  State 
one-mill  tax,  interest  fund,  county  levy,  poll  tax,  non-resi- 
dent pupils,  examination  fees,  etc. 

"The  county  levy,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  most  terribly 
abused,  and  this  is  the  chief  source  of  revenue.  Tax-payers 
are  required  to  state  under  oath,  the  cash  value  of  personal 
property;  then  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Assessor  to  place 
a  fair  cash  valuation  upon  realty,  not.  what  it  would  bring 
at  a  forced  sale,  as  some  suppose. 

"Tax  Assessors  are  to  blame,  in  a  great  measure,  for  low 
valutaions,  as  many  of  them  receive  returns  at  about  50  per 
cent  of  its  real  value. 

"The  County  Commissioners  are  also  at  fault  for  allowing 
this  50  per  cent,  valuation.  If  the  Governor  would  notify 
the  County  Cojiimissioners  and  Assessors  that,  unless  they 
assessed  or  caused  to  be  assessed  all  the  property  at  its  proper 
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valuation,  lie  would  remove  thoin  frroui  oHiee,  there  would 
lie  hut  little  trouble  with  school  finances.  Manv  are  allowed 
to  pav  their  other  taxes  and  leave  their  polls  unpaid,  that 
some  candidate  may  pay  it  for  them,  in  order  to  secure  their 
voti?.  The  law  requires  all  taxes  to  be  paid  at  once,  not  a. 
part. 

•*There  is  no  trouble  about  collecting  the  sub-district  tax^ 
nor  anv  other  of  the  funds. 

''lender  the  present  manner  of  executing  the  revenue  law^ 
it  is  impossible  for  the  schools  to  material! v  advance  bevond 
their  present  status.  The  reniedv  for  the  block  in  school  ad- 
vancement is  to  raise  the  maximum  countv  lew  from  5  to  8^ 
mills;  this  done,  we  could  have  from  six  to  eight  and  even 
ten  months^  public  schools. 

**'J'here  is  another  remedy  without  raising  the  millage.  Ap- 
ply all  the  school  taxes  paid  bv  the  whites  to  the  education  of 
white  children,  and  all  paid  by  the  negroes  to  the  education 
of  negro  children — this  is  simple  justice.  Some  may  claim 
that  this  would  be  class  legislation;  if  it  is,  then  our  statute* 
are  full  of  such  laws. 

''The  statutes  prohibit  riding  in  the  same  railroad  coaches^ 
with  negroes,  stopping  at  the  same  hotel,  eating  at  the  same 
table,  sleeping  in  the  same  beds,  intermarriage,  and  attend- 
ance upon  the  same  schools.  Xow,  if  we  can,  and  do  have,, 
everything  else  separate,  why  not  se])arate  our  money? 

^'1  believe  in  giving  the  negro  all  that  is  due  him,  but  I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  right,  just,  or  equitable  to  tax  the  white 
man  to  educate  the  negro ;  let  each  race  educate  itself. 

"There  is  one  other  remedv.     Let  everv  one  return  his 

ft. 

propertv  at  any  valuation  he  may  see  pro])er,  requiring  the 
owner  to  sign  his  tax  returns,  but  in  doing  so  he  may  be  forced 
to  accept  the  amount  of  his  return  in  full  payment  of  said 
property,  if  offered  in  casli  at  any  time  within  two  years  there- 
after. Jno.  E.  Haxna. 

(c)  Woifld  amendhig  Section  8  of  Artkh  XZI.  of 
the  State  Co))stitutioi}^  hi/  stn'^inr/  the  ^rords^ 
'-'-nor  more  than  five  tnills^'^  andronferrinf/  upon 
('oKnty  School  J3oards  the  power  to  make 
school  levies^  remove  the  chief  obstacle  to  ad- 
vancenientt     If  sOs  shotdd  it  he  donef 

'-'-Mr.  Chairman:  1  think  that  amendment  would  remove 
the  chief  obstacl?,  therefore  this  limitation  should  be  re- 
moved : 
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*'lst.  Because  the  five-mill  tax  is  insufficient  to  pay  the 
cxDenses  of  the  Public  Schools.  The  svstem  offers  the  ele- 
jnents  of  a  j:ood  common  school  English  education  to  all  the 
children,  white  and  colored,  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
iwentv-one,  in  the  State.  It  is  the  only  system  that  pro- 
poses to  educate  the  masses  of  the  people.  The  experience 
of  the  Dast  is  sufficient  to  show  that  if  this  work  is  left  to  pri- 
Tate  efforts,  only  a  few  will  be  educated,  while  the  masses  will 
be  left  in  igrnorance.  If  it  is  necessary  that  our  children 
should  be  educated,  the  Public  School  Svstem  must  be  made 
effective,  and  properly  equipped  to  do  the  work.  We  do  not 
plead  for  extravagant  expenditures.  AVe  ask  for  no  costly 
7)uildiiisrs,  furnished  with  works  of  art  and  statuarv,  nor  for 
princely  salaries  for  our  toacliors  and  school  officials.  But  we 
<io  ask  for  those  things  that  are  absolutely  necessary  for  effi- 
<3ient  and  successful  school  work.  First,  the  necessarv  ex- 
pense  of  maintain injr  school  officials,  State  and  county,  must 
be  provided  for.  Next,  proper  school  buildings  must  be 
-erected  and  furnished  with  desks  and  school  apparatus.  Then 
-comnetent  teachers  must  be  secured  and  salaries  provided. 
To  meet  all  these  expenses,  prudently  managed,  a  tax  levy  of 
-at  least  one  mill  for  everv  month  of  school  will  be  required. 
The  present  five-mill  county  levy  gives  an  average  five 
months'  school  term.  But  this  is  too  short.  It  ought  to  be 
-eight  months.  It  must  be  remembered  that,  in  fact,  the 
maioritv  of  the  scliool  children  do  not  continue  in  school 
■after  thev  are  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age.  Nothing  short 
of  an  eight-months'  term  will  give  the  children  a  common 
education  by  that  ago. 

^^2d.  Because  our  educational  leaders,  our  legislators,  and  in 
many  communities  the  patrons,  have  confessed  that  five  mills 
^re  not  enough  to  accomplish  this  work. 

"(a)  Our  educators  prove  it  bv  pleading  for  longer  terms, 
and  teaching  subscription  schools  to  supplement  the  school 
term. 

"(t)  The  legislators  prove  it,  by  enacting  the  Sub-Dis- 
trict Law  to  supplement  the  Common  School  Fund. 

"(c)  The  patrons  in  manv  school  districts  have  proved  it 
Idv  voting-  three  mills  additional  tinder  the  Sub-District  Law. 

"If  the  Common  School  Fund  was  large  enough  to  meet 
all  the  requirements  of  education,  these  efforts  would  have 
l)een  unnecessarv.  Thev  have  been  attempted  to  make  up 
for  its  deficiencies. 

^The  work  would  be  more  effective  and  its  details  greatly 
simplified  if  it  could  all  be  placed  under  one  management. 
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In  <o  iiiaiiv  aiiciicies  there  is  a  waste  of  energy  and  vitality, 
and  the  work  is  not  so  well  done.  There  is,  among  so  many 
men  and  agencies  employed,  an  unnecessary  amount  of  fric- 
tion that  tends  to  divert  from  the  purpose  to  be  accom- 
ulished. 

**The  School  Board  should  make  these  levies.  1st.  Be- 
cause they  are  nearer  the  people  than  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners.  They  are  elected  by  popular  vote,  while  the- 
others  are  appointed.  In  the  Sub-District  Law  the  levies, 
are  made  bv  the  trustees,  and  their  action  is  final.  But  the^ 
Board  of  Public  Instruction  can  only  recommend.  Their 
action,  to  become  operative,  must  be  endorsed  by  the  County 
Commissioners.  There  is  an  inconsistency  here.  Ther 
smaller  body  has  greater  power  than  the  larger  one.  If  the-. 
Sub-District  Trustees  are  intrusted  with  that  power,  why 
should  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  be  denied  it? 

"2d.  Because  their  position  enables  them  to  know  more- 
fully  than  any  one  else  what  is  needed.  They  have  the  school 
work  as  tlieir  special  work.  They  know  the  workers,  th& 
work,  and  its  necessities.  The  monthly  reports  of  teachers,, 
supervisors,  county  treasurers  and  sub-district  trustees  are- 
before  them  re^larlv.  It  is  made  by  law  their  business  to 
devise  wavs  and  means  to  carry  on  and  keep  up  interest  irr 
school  work.  If,  with  all  these  facts  before  them,  they  do- 
not  know  how  much  is  needed,  how  can  the  County  Com- 
missioners be  expected  to  know,  w^hen  they  are  not  required 
to  give  that  su])ject  their  thoughts,  their  time'  and  attention^ 

"In  my  county  (Citrus)  there  has  never  been  any  trouble- 
on  this  point,  but  it  is  different  in  some  counties.  There  are? 
some  counties  in  this  State  in  which  the  County  Commission- 
ers  have  refused  to  levy  the  amount  that  the  School  Board 
have  decided  was  necessary  to  carry  on  tlieir  work.  Hence 
their  rights,  duties  and  powers  should  be  so  clearly  defined 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  what  they  really  are.  Every- 
thing should  be  made  as  clear  and  plain  as  possible. 

"If  these  views  could  be  carried  out,  the  chief  obstacles^ 
in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  education  would  be  removed, 

"Xo  money  that  the  State  spends  brings  back  so  full  and 
rich  a  return  as  that  which  she  spends  for  the  education  of 
her  sons  and  daughters.  Education  will  make  her  song?, 
strong  physically,  morally  and  mentally,  that  they  may  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  the  State  and  defend  her  interests  at. 
home  and  abroad.  It  will  give  her  daughters  the  grace  and 
beauty  of  culture  and  refinement,  to  adorn  her  homes  and. 
train  her  children  for  usefulness  and  honor.     Strength  and 
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Ijcautv  will  be  united  for  defen^ie  and  protection,  and  tlie 
constant  progress  of  what  is  best  to  develop  the  energies  of 
our  neoDle.  C.  S.  Young. 

{d)  Is    if   adf'isahle    to   horroic   money    to  cotidurt 
schools^  on  the  plea  of  keepinrj  warrants  at  p(\r^ 

Superintendent  Key  appointed  to  discuss  this  sub-division 
-of  the  t6pic  was  absent,  but  the  (piestion  was  fully  covered  in 
ihe  voluntarv  discussions. 

{e)  Should  Sub-dtstrlct  laws  he  abolished^  if  the  fee 
mill  maxinunn  he  stricken?  How  seriouslj/  did 
the  amend}nent  takincf  fines  and  forfeitures 
from  the  school  /und  cripple  school  revenues; 
what  is  the  ??iost  equitable  basis  upon  which  to 
apportion  Astute  School  F'unds? 

Superintendent  Glenn  failed  again  to  hand  in  his  paper 
3ind  thus  to  put  himself  on  record  in  his  own  hand,  but  die 
Stenographer  took  the  following  notes  on  his  address: 

"If  we  could  make  sub-districts  in  our  county  that  would 
be  all  we  would  ask.  We  now  levy  five  mills,  it  we  could  get 
three  mills  additional  under  the  sub-district  plan,  in  all  eight 
mills,  that  is  all  Duval  would  need.  In  fact,, if  we  get  Hie 
five-mill  maximum  stricken  out,  1  don't'  think  we  could  in- 
•diice  our  Board  to  levy  more  than  eight  mills,  we  could  get 
ihat  now  under  the  Constitution.  I  think  that  by  taking 
awa}',"  eliminating  entirely,  the  sub-district  plan,  we  would 
iiccomplish  several  good  results.  Wo  would  simplify  school 
management  and  the  governmental  machinery  of  schools  in 
the  county,  have  one  Board,  one  Superintendent,  and  no 
-complication  of  any  kind,  as  we  have  now  under  the  sub-dis- 
trict plan.  Besides,  I  am  more  and  more  inclined  to  the  doe- 
trine  that  the  funds  ought  not  to  be  concentrated.  [  suj)- 
pose,  as  a  City  Superintendent,  1  became  blind  to  things  out- 
side. It  has  been  mentioned  here  several  times  during  our 
session,  that  the  country  boy  and  girl  ought  to  be  educated, 
by  all  means,  and  ought  to  have  a  fair  show.  I  do  say  that 
they  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.  I  se6  in  my  own  county,  boys 
and  girls  getting  no  education,  that  if  given  an  opportunity 
^oilld  make  strong,  vigorous  American  citizens,  ottr  freemen. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  the  cities,  the  bov,  some  waV  or  an- 
other,  has  so  manv  calls  and  distractions  in  his  environment 
ihat  he  seems  to  be  lirriited  in  his  possibilities  to  make  a  ^eal, 
;g€ftiuirie,  whole-souled,  American  citizens.  I  think  th^ft'ptit- 
tihg  the  control  of  the  funds  entirely  in  the  handi, of  ohe 
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Board,  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
missioners,  as  it  now  stands,  and  putting  it  back  into  the 
condition  it  was  in  1892,  we  will  put  the  subject  of  funds, 
educational  control,  and  direction  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Instruction,  where.it  ought  to  be,  and  there 
will  be  no  embarrassments  whatever. 

"How  seriously  did  the  amendment  takin^:  linos  and  for- 
feitures  from  the  school  fund  cripple  .school  revenues?  I 
do  not  know  the  amount,  nor  could  1  get  it  from  any  of  (  ur 
county  officials,  but  in  Duyal  County  the  injury  done  to  the 
school  fund  was  exactly  equivalent  to  the  total  of  such  funds 
collected  in  the  county,  and  in  the  City  of  Jacksonville  in  par- 
ticular and  in  Duval  County  as  a  whole,  it  is  very  considera- 
ble. I  think  that  at  tlie  time  tiiat  amendment  was  made  there 
was  intended  to  be  a  compensation  in  the  collection  of  polt 
taxes,  the  thorough  collection  of  poll  taxes.  1  think,  at  that 
time  the  poll  tax  was  made  a  prerequisite  to  the  elective  fran- 
chise— anyway  there  was  a  modification  of  the  law  to  the  ef- 
feet  that  to  compensate  for  this  loss  of  funds — 
no  Collector  should  issue  a  receipt  for  taxes  until 
the  poll  tax  of  that  tax-payer  was  paid.  Xow  they 
have  gotten  to  a  technical  construction  of  the  law 
in  my  county.  I  told  the  Board  of  County  Commis- 
sioners that  I  wished  more  restrictions  placed  upon  the  mat- 
ter, and  I  stated  that  the  Collector  had  no  right  to  issue  a 
certificate  for  property  taxes,  real  estate  taxes,  or  personal 
property  taxes,  without  also  including  in  that  receipt  a  receipt 
for  the  collection  of  poll  taxes.  He  took  issue  with  me  and 
brought  up  a  little  matter  of  a  technical  nature  that  I  had  once 
noted-  mvself,  and  in  calling  mv  attention  to  it  he  said,  '^fr. 
Glenn,  you  are  mis.taken.  The  Collector  has  only  to  pay  his 
own  poll  tax  and  then  he  is  at  liberty  to  issue  a  receipt  for 
property  taxes  of  any  kind  without  collecting  the  poll.'  I  had 
to  concede  that  he  was  correct,  but  I  don't  believe  that  wa-P 
the  spirit  of  the  law,  or  that  any  judge  would  support  him  in 
his  decision .^^ 

Jtfr.  Sheats:  "Is  that  the  wav  the  law  is  construed  in  Du- 
val County?'" 

Mr.  Glenn:  "Yes,  sir:  that's  the  wav  thev  construe  it 
there.  However,  I  went  further  back  and  said,  *We  will  just 
omit  the  subject  of  receipts  entirely,  and  the  law  previous  to 
that  clause  says  that  the  poll  tax  must  be  collected  at  the 
same  time,  and  that's  enough.  The  collection  is  all  I  want. 
Wiell,  he  did  then  do  us  the  favor  of  calling  the  Collector 
down.     The  Collector  reported  to  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
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niissioners  $-i,000  and  some  hundreds  of  dollars  of  poll  taxes 
not  marked  paid.  The  Chairman  said,  *AVe  want  to  know 
why  thev  are  not  marked  i)aid.'  1  took  occasion  to  be  present 
and  1  said,  'Gentlemen,  is  there  anything  to  prevent  your 
knowing;  who  the  men  are  who  owe  that  $4,000?'  The  reply 
was,  then*  was  not.  A  resolution  was  then  passed  by  the 
Board,  that  the  individuals  owing  that  $4,000  should  be 
named  to  the  County  Commissioners  by  the  Collector,  and 
when  that  is  done  they  will  know  whether  or  not  it  is  possi- 
ble to  collect  that  poll  tax.  I  then  said,  'Is  it  not  possible  to 
to  collect  back  taxes  of  polls  as  well  as  back  taxes  on  prop- 
erty?' 'Mo^t  certainly,'  was  the  answer.  'Then  we  want 
the  back  taxes  on  polls  collected.'  And  they  returned  the 
books  to  the  Collector  and  he  has  his  job  to  do  over,  and  he 
has  to  hand  in,  one  by  one,  the  names  of  those  men  who  owe 
that  $4,000,  and  then  the  Board  determines  whether  or  not 
the  Collector  can  yet  collect  that  money.  1  think  it  w^as  in- 
tended that  the  collection  of  polls  was  to  take  the  place  of  the 
fines  and  forfeitures.  As  it  is,  however,  we  are  getting  up  to 
the  present  time  no  more  polls  than  we  did  before.  With 
the  strictures  that  are  now  taking  effect  we  may  get  all  of 
them.  Still,  we  ought  to  have  that  portion  of  the  Constitu- 
tion as  it  was  before.  We  need  all  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures, 
and  I  do  wish  we  could  get  licenses.  Then  Duval  would  be 
all  right. 

BUILDINGS   AND  FINANCES  IN  DUVAL. 

"What  is  the  most  equitable  basis  upon  which  to  app)r 
tion  school  funds?  1  suppose,  in  the  broadest  sense,  the 
basis  that  we  have  is  the  most  equitable,  and  yet,  when  I  go 
over  Duval  Count v  and  find  districts  with  no  school  house 
where  there  ought  to  be  one  and  where  we  are  imposing  upon 
church  societies  and  using  their  houses  with  nothing  in  them 
but  benches,  not  a  desk,  not  a  single  thing  for  school  work — 
and  in  many  cases  this  is  found  even  among  the  whites.  Wliy 
some  of  the  houses  in  the  rural  districts,  called  school  houses 
are  not  fit  to  keep  a  good  cow  in,  houses  with  the  cracks  be- 
tween the  boards  not  chinked,  with  solid  board  doors  and 
windows  so  that  when  they  shut  out  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  they  shut  the  light  out,  and  when  they  give  the 
children  light  enough  to  work  by,  they  freeze.  Then  I  look 
at  our  accounts  and  find  that  we  are  $37,000  in  debt  on  +he 
first  of  this  month,  and  the  Board  had  contracted  for  a  short- 
ening of  the  term  by  one  month  in  order  to  economize.  Fin- 
ally, the  Board  went  to  the  bank  and  asked  if  they  wonJd  give 
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Uji  the'  tnnils  to  carrv  on  the  f-egiilar  term.  They  said  they 
would  at  8  per  cent.,  Init  on  e()ndition,  or  at  lea-^t  induced  hy 
the  i'aet  that  the  Board  of  C^ounty  Commissioners  had  agreed 
that  they  owed  us  about  $'^0,000  and  would  pay  it  as  soon 
as  they  could  get  the  money.  But  there  is  a  deficit  all  the 
same.  We  haven't  <'nough  money  to  properly  support  rll 
the  schools  in  the  county.  The  bank  ai^reed  to  do  this,  Init  1 
look  at  the  financial  condition  and  I  see  $30,000  against  m 
before  the  end  of  this  year.     Then  I  see  these  school  houses 
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and  I  see  the  conditions  in  these  sections  of  our  county  and 
T  l)elieye  that  eyery  cent  that  Duyal  C'ounty  can  get  by  any 
equitable  means  is  needed  right  now.  We  can't  get  the  ])art 
of  the  State  school  funds  belonging  to  these  people  without 
haying  houses.  We  can't  get  the  attendance  until  we  haye 
the  houses.  The  people  say,  *Well,  we  don't  get  enough  out 
of  what  schools  we  liaye  and  we  will  do  the  best  we  can  at 
home,'  and  I  don't  blame  them.  We  haye  then  a  people  that 
are  paying  taxes  for  schools,  but  haye  no  school  houses  to 
get  up  any  attendance,  no  school  house  to  attract  any  attend- 
ance. Then  the  ayerage  attendance  as  a  basis  fails  us  utterly. 
Suppose  the  (Constitution  had  had  this  provision  when  we  aad 
no  school  houses,  no  teachers,  nothing.  Suppose  it  had  been 
as  it  is  now.  When  would  we  have  gotten  any  attenda.ice 
without  the  school  houses?  That  is  the  condition  that  I  see 
in  a  large  portion  of  my  county  outside  of  Jacksonville,  and 
in  Jacksonville,  for  that  matter.  Well,  T  feel  like  insisting 
that  every  community  ought  to  have  all  the  funds  that  m 
equity  belong  to  it  and  that,  to  my  mind,  is  all  that  that  com- 
munity pays.  All  that  a  community  pays  it  ought  to 
haye.  Tf  they  haye  not  attendance,  unless  they 
haye  the  money  to  l)uild  with  thev  have  not  the  means 
of  putting  themselves  in  such  condition  as  to  '^^X  the  average 
attendajice.  I  claim  that  the  people  of  Duyal  I'ounty  ought 
to  have  their  proporotin  of  the*  school  fund  in  order  to  take 
the  school  children  through  the  swamps.  If  w^e  had  the 
money  it  would  facilitate  the  hauling  of  the  children  througii 
the  wet  weather.  We  could  furnish  transportation  for  them 
if  we  had  the  State  funds  on  a  per  capita  basis  of  the  popida- 
tion." 

Superintendent  Cheats:  ^'('ountv  Boards  of  Public  In- 
struction had  not  the  uncjuestioned  right  in  1892,  nor  at  any 
other  time  under  the  present  Constitution,  to  fix  the  county 
school  levy.  They  may  haye  appeared  to  have  this  right 
considering  the  scliool  law  alone,  but  another  Act  providing 
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for  tlie  levy  of  tiixcs  always  ])laco(l  tlii>  matl(M"  in  tlio  linn  1-? 
of  County  Connnis^idiiers.  For  oxamplc  wo  Hnd  in  the 
\i'{<  of  is,s<).'aml  >imilar  |)vovi>ions  in  noarlv  ovorv  otlior 
bi-onnial  Act  providinir  1'or  tho  lovy  of  taxos,  the  t'ollowin<; 
provi>ion  :  *'I  iio  County  Connois-^ionor-  oi  oacb  county '<hall 
lovy  a  tax  not  to  exceod  five  mills  nor  loss  than  throo  mills  .m 
tlio  dollar,  on  ival  and  ])orsonal  jn'oporiy  of  tho  oountx,  for 
county  sohiiol  ])uri)o>os,  such  tax  to  ho  (^stinKit«'d  l)y  tho  Couniy 
J5^.('ho('l  Wcv.vd  and  ^uhniittod  to  tlio  lioard  of  County  Coni- 
niis-ionors  for  thoir  approval  or  disapj^roval :  and  tho  County 
roninii>>ioncrs  shall  liavc  ])o\vor  to  increase  or  lower  tho  os- 
tiinato  >o  iiiado  within  tho  above  limit.' 

^'It  \\as  intended  to  coni})ensate  the  school  funds  UiV  tne 
loss  of  line.s  and  forfeitures  hy  ])rovi<lin«»'  for  the  better  col- 
lection of  tho  poll  taxes,  in  providintr  that  no  recei])t  rould 
bo  issued  for  taxes  on  other  ])roperl  v,  when  the  tax-])ayer  was 
fiable  lo  pay  a  jioll.  unless  the  poll  tax  was  includ<M.l,  or  had 
been  })aid. 

*'ln  re*:ard  to  the  loo  to  the  School  Hoard  of  Duval  Countv 
dirouii'h  the  diversion  of  lines  and  forfeitui-e-,  tIk*  followinijr 
dUKUints  v/ere  report  id  by  the  County  Sup(n*intendont  as  re- 
reivcMJ  from  that  source,  and  the  foll(»winLi'  are  the  only  years 
for  whicii  any  rejiort  i>  inade  of  such  funds  bein<r  I'eceivt'd: 
In  lSi)0,  $5;  in  181)1,  nothino-;  in  lSl)v>,  nothing:  in  180;i, 
*:]()(>:  in  18iM,  Jf:4(;4.7."):  an  annual  averao-e  of  $15:^.!):).  Jf 
the  gentleman  will  in\t>tigate,  I  am  satisfied  that  he  will  '"nd 
tliat  iiiore  than  that  amount  has  l)een  added  to  his  ])oll  lax 
rc'ceipts  by  the  amendment  to  the  law  relative  to  the  collec- 
tion of  ))oII  taxe- — at  anv  rate  the  loss  is  \erv  little  to  the 
jichooi  funds  of  Duval  County. 

As  to  getting  the  license  tax  fo]'  the  henefit  of  the  schools, 
it  \>  us..des<  to  agitate  that  (pu'stion,  for  other  departments 
ef  State  will  not  surrender  this  fund.  ]n  my  zeal  to  pro- 
rkle  liberallv  for  the  schools,  I  made  effort,  in  the  Constitu- 
tionaf  (Convention  of  188.5,  to  recover  the  licenses  into  the 
8cf]oor  funds,  but  my  proposition  provoked    almost  derision. 

^'I  am  sorrv  to  learn  that  school  fimnices  in  vour  countv  ore 
\n  such  bad  condition.  I  had  given  your  School  Board  credit 
in  my  la>i  rej)ort  for  being  only  about  $17,000  in  deht,  which 
fori  now  report  as  Jt>vM).000  more.  There  is  certainlv  neces- 
-iity  for  some  good  financial  management  in  Duval.'" 

»\ff/frri it f ef {(/('/* f  «SV////.sv  "WJKU  is  the  use  of  discussing  a 
idling  that  can  come  to  no  ]>ractical  solution?  F>efore  I  ea>ne 
t/)  this  Convention  I  was  as  heartily  in  favor  of  raising  the 
1;\  V  as  am  (  n(   of  V(»u.     1  advcuated  it  at  liome  and  would 


4ol 

liave  advocated  il  iK-m  biit  the  hand  of  ProvidtMice  has  boeu 
Jaid  upon  the  ])eoj)le  of  this  State  by  this  present  blizz  ird  in 
6uch  a  manner  that  we  are  not  in  anv  condition  with  the 
_present  outlook  to  raise  the  tax  limit.  It  will  be  impossible, 
iind  we  are  but  wasting  time  and  words  to  further  discuss  it." 

Suptriutjutdt-nt  Cnnipton:  **!  think  Superintendent  Sams 
is  taking  too  dark  a  view  for  the  whole  State.  Northern 
Florida  is  not  hurt  by  this  cold  as  Southern  Florida  is.  There 
are  counties  in  this  State  that  are  not  hurt  at  all,  periiaps, 
-and  this  matter  of  removing  the  five  mills  limit  is  simply  giv- 
ing the  State  a  local  option  law.  One  county  can  have  it  if 
it  wants  it,  and  raise  the  millage  above  five,  and  vet  another 
<-ountv  can  have  onlv  three  if  thev  want  it.  In  our  county 
we  have  ^ix  months  of  school,  but  in  our  High  School  at  Lees- 
l>urg  we  Inne  nine  months,  all  paid  for  by  public  taxation  of 
-onie  kind.  As  to  public  taxation,  two  years  ago  we  opened 
our  schools  with  over  $8,000  in  the  treasury,  year  before  last 
-1''(),0(M^  last  year  with  $5,500  in  the  treasury.  During  the 
vcar.-^  ])re\  ioiis  to  the  freeze  of  1895  we  were,  perhaps,  extrava- 
gant. Some  tiiaes  we  had  to  borrow  a  little.  Since  the 
fieezc  we  have  never  borrowed  a  cent  of  monev,  until  reoentlv 
we  ])orrovv  ed  a  little  for  a  short  time." 

Super  hi  tf^nJtnt  (xlenn:  ^'I  want  to  endorse  what  ^Ir. 
Compton  has  said,  every  word  of  it.  While  I  appreciate 
what  .Mr.  Sams  has  said,  1  think  ^Ir.  Compton  has  the  more 
•correct  view.  If  we  put  the  levy  in  the  hands  of  the  ]»oard 
t)!*  Public  Instruction  thev  will  know  how  to  modifv  the  lew 
lo  suit  the  conditions.  Another  arormnent — ]  don't  know  of 
>i  single  constitutional  limitation  whereby  the  ])eople  are  re- 
stricted, from  levying  whatever  taxes  their  officers  may  see 
fit  to  put  upon  them  for  any  other  purpose  than  schools.  Now, 
for  the  sake  of  consistencv,  whether  we  are  hurt  bv  the  freeze 
or  not,  and  for  the  purpose  of  puttino^  the  institution  of  edu- 
cation at  least  on  a  par  with  building  bridges,  we  ought  to 
take  that  maximum  limit  out  of  there.  As  for  the  other 
'question  in  Mr.  Young's  subject,  putting  the  levy  in  the  hands 
of  the  School  Board,  arguments  are  too  strong  altogether  in 
its  favor.  That  ousrht  to  be  done  now.  It  will  be  to  South 
Florida^s  benefit  to  have  it  in  the  hands  of  the  School  Board 
instead  of  the  County  Commissioners.'' 

« 

Superintendent  Philips:  "First,  ]  speak  on  sub-division 
(a)  of  this  topic.  ]  believe  that  some  cotmties  spend  too 
much  money,  amounts  out  of  proportion  with  the  revenue  of 
the  county,  entirely  out  of  proportion  with  the  salaries  paid 
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teachers.  There  is  an  argiuiient  that  unless  «:e  give  a  work- 
man good  tools  to  work  with  we  cannot  e-xpeet  him  to  do  good 
work.  That  sounds  well  t)n  paper,  so 'tO'Sf)(>'^1<.  I  think  that 
when  a  school  house  is  fitted  up  with  comfortable  a«d  suffi- 
cient desks,  a  globe,  a  map,  and  good  blackboards,  that  school 
is  amph^  provided  with  the  ap})liances  necessary  to  aid  and 
facilitate  the  work  of  a  good  teacher.  Such  may  be  had  with 
a  small  outlay  ol'  monev.  None  of  these  so-called  box  charts^ 
or  reading  charts,  many  of  which  contain  methods  which  I 
very  much  doubt  are  sound  in  principle  or  workable  in 
practice.  1  have,  in  my  judgment,  discarded  them,  refused 
to  allow  them  to  come  into  a  school  house.  I  am  convinced 
that  counties  undertake  to  spend  too  much  money  in  desks. 
Desks  can  be  made  out  of  our  hardy  and  durable  pine  timber,, 
in  place  of  sending  way  to  Michigan  for  some  of  their  oaks,, 
or  paying  $2.50  and  $3  for  some  of  their  so  called  patent  desks. 
Why  should  we  patronize  them  when  we  can  cret  onr  own  for 
$1.50,  as  well  as  they  can  be  gotten  up  in  Michigan? 

'^Xow,  in  regard  to  topic  (d).  The  practice  in  my  county 
is,  that  whenever  we  have  not  the  money  on  hand  we  simply 
borrow  it.  We  are  no^  a  M^ealthy  people,  but  we  have  a  few 
men  to  whom  we  can  go  and  get  the  money.  Some  times  we 
have  to  go  to  Gainesville  and  get  the  money  there.  We  go 
over  every  year  with  a  small  surplus  on  hand.  The  Countr 
Commissioners  are  now  being  held  up  to  the  ridicule  and 
censure  of  the  people  because  they  have  allowed  their  scrip 
to  go  to  discount,  whereas  the  School  Board  has  kept  theirs 
at  par.  It  is  creating  a  sentiment  that  if  they  don't  have  the- 
money  they  should  borrow  it.  All  officers,  whether  County 
Commissioners  or  School  Boards,  ought  to  be  made  to  pro- 
duce the  monev  to  meet  that  check  or  draft  thov  draw.  If 
they  were  dealing  with  a  bank  their  paper  would  go  to  pro- 
test and  they  would  have  not  only  the  face  of  it,  bnt  the  pro- 
test fee  to  pay.  These  stories  of  the  discourtesy  of  officers^ 
the  difficulties  met  with  in  collecting  money  properl}'',  and 
other  troubles  reported  by  some  of  the  Superintendents,  are- 
all  so  many  fairy  stories  to  me.  We  know  nothing  of  that  in 
our  county. 

"Now,  on  topics  (b)  and  (c).  I  want  to  endorse  the  agi- 
tation before  us  this  morning  looking  to  the  removal  of  the 
maximum  and  allowing  people,  as  Mr.  Compton  said,  local 
option,  in  saying  for  themselves  what  they  want.  At  least 
give  the  people  this  privilege.  Eeferring  to  the  remark  made 
by  Mr,  Glenn,  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  there  are  no  limita- 
tions placed  upon  the  levy  of  taxes  for  any  department  ex- 
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<;ept  that  of  ediK-atioii.     1   liad  no  thought  of  that  before, 
but  1  had  of  Mr,  I'omptoirs  idea  tliat  the  people  ought  to  be 
^iven  tlie  right  to  say  what  they  want,  and  liow  much  they 
want.     1  do  not  tliink  it  wise  to  interfere  with  the  niininuun. 
The  stateJiienl  of  our  (Uiainnan  threw  a  liglit    on    it    that 
caused  jne  to  endorse  it  freely,  and  contained  a  stronn:  reason 
why  we  shouhl  not  interfere  with  the  mininuun,  it  is  onlv 
the  maximum.     I  would  sav  that  the  minimum  should  re- 
niaili-as  it  i>  and  let  the  maximum  be  not  named  at  all.     (Tive 
the  School  Board  the  power  to  levy  the  tax,  make  a  Ihw  le- 
'-^juiring  thai  when  the  Board  issued  a  warrant  there  should 
be  monev  with  which  to  i)av  it,  and  a  verv  lieavv  i)enaltv  if 
they  don't    do  it.     1  am  ])erfectly  willing  that  there  should 
be  a  general  law  nuKle  allowing  the  people  to  say  how  much 
they  want.     1  would  repeat  here  what  I  said  about  sub-head 
(a).     I  have  seen  too  much  of  this  getting  u])  puffs  in  jour- 
nals, the  McBeath  Journal  among  others,  of  reading  charts 
and  other  such  school  furniture,     i'hey  are  whited  sepulchres 
with  dead  men's    bones  in   them.     1   would   have    a    roomv 
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school  hou«-e,  twenty  by  thirty,  even  for  small  schools,  ])lenty 
of  blackboards,  large  stoves.  No.  2'),  no  number  18\s,  black- 
boards between  the  windows,  and  plenty  of  chalk.  ]f  the 
teacher  is  out  of  chalk,  sus])en(l  the  school  until  chalk  is  pro- 
cured. Desks  can  ho  had  at  $1.15  from  Marion  Count v, 
-etc.,  etc. — time  expired." 

Superintendent  Glenn  -'l  ap}>reciate  Mr.  IMiilips'  sugges- 
tion that  no  Board  ought  to  make  a  debt  without  the  money 
for  it  being  forthcoming.  I  want  to  say  that  while  we  will 
have  an  o\en1raft  of  $50,()()()  in  Duval,  tlie  count v  has  agreed 
to  give  us  $i>0,0()(),  and  wc  expect  $80,000  from  the  Kve  mill 
tax.     That  will  make  the  $r)0,000.*' 

Superintendent  Srhell:  ''This  maximum  limitation  should 
be  remosed,  and  I  ex])ect  to  do  all  1  can  with  the  legislators 
from  our  county  to  this  end.'' 

Superintendent  Thrasher:  ''1  am  in  favor  of  asking  for 
bejtter  legislation  for  our  schools.  AA'e  are  agreed  that  the 
removal  of  the  maximum  limit  and  the  placing  of  the  levy  in 
the  hands  of  the  School  Board  would  be  a  wise  thing.'' 

Superintend(»nt  (Jirardeau:  ''There  are  only  two  ways  to 
^Kii  out  of  debt.  One  is  by  getting  a  larger  amount  of  moiiey, 
the  other  is  to  economize — to  spend  less  money  and  spend  it 
more  judiciously.  Two  years  ago  we  had  $(),700  worth  of 
outstanding  scri]).  The  seasons  have  been  no  bettc^r,  our 
staple  product,  cotton,  is  at  4Vj  cents,  and  yet,  by  judicious 
jnanagement:  we  have  cleared  up  that  indebtedness." 


454 

SKptn-iniendcnt  BufJUioh:     ">.Vhen  I  (.-Hinc  to  i1h>  conutry.' 

from  (icrmnjiy.  the  fii^t  thiiii^  that  iiiipiv-siMl  \\\v  was  the- 
constant  repetition  of  ri)e  sayiii*.^  'Two  things  are  certain,, 
death  and  taxes."  I  lieaifl  it  everywhere,  l)nt  from  what  i 
luive  heani  at  tiiis  nieetinsx,  1  helieve  it  is  a  mistake.  Deatli 
is  certain,  hnt  there  is  nothing  certain  about  taxes.  We  need 
tliis  ijurcase  oi'  taxes  for  our  school -s,  so  let  us  recommend 
this  mca>ure  now,  with  our  utmost  endeavor.  .Now  is  the 
time.'' 

ISnpei'littandojit    Smurhull:     '"At  the   last   meeting  of  t)iir' 
Count}  Doard  we  recommended  that  the  live  mill  limit  be  re- 
moved and  ten  nnils-  be  jnade  the  maximum.'' 

Superintendent  MIzell:  '']\Jy  answer- to  the  questions  con- 
tained in  sul»-lieads  (a)  and  (b)  is  em})liatically,  Xo;  to  the 
first  half  of  (c),  is  yes;  to  the  second  lialf,  these  are  the  facts 
in  mv  case.  At  a  recent  meetin<T  of  the  County  Sciiool  Board 
the  matter  wa?  brought  up  and  n.iv  suggestion  was  to  k»ave  the 
itnniinum  as  it  is  ajni  to  strike  out  the  maximum  entindv,  but 
it  was  moved  and  cai'ried  that  the  minimum  should  be  raised 
to  five  mills  and  the  maximum  ])c  mad?  ten. 

'^^ly  answer  to  the  first  ])roposition  in  (e),  I  l)eiieve  it  sliould. 
It  would  give  more  harmony.  I  will  not  ans^ver  the  second 
half. of  (e),  but  ask  this  question.  Do  I  understand  that 
when  the--e  lines  and  forfeitures  were.  a]>plied  to  the  sc^hools 
that  the  license  on  whiskv  was  included?  (The  Chair  an- 
swered.  No.)  Well  1  am  thankful  that  we  receive  no  monev 
from  the  w  hisky  tax  to  run  our  schools  with.''  . 

T(^PIC  ().  ExA>riXATiox  and  CKirriFrcATioxoF  Tea<iikr« — 

((t)    l>o  thefrHitH  of  the  prenent  S(/ste/n  jnstit)/  Hk 

retention;    are  (unendnients   to    the  law  needed' 

(iffeetuuj  the  term    of  ralidUj/  and   t/te  inrniher 

ot'  rtrtip'c<itesr<  -l.^t<n<d)lt  to  the  same  htdirithudf' 

Su])erintendent  Kalph,  owing  to  ill-health  and  the  arctic 
weather,  did  jiot  reach  the  Convention^  but  sent  the  following 
to  be  read : 

'"Mr.  (-hairman  :  My  subject  is  one  that  has  been  discu.^sed 
l;efore  evL'ry  County  Superiiitendent's  C(mvention  sirco  the 
introduction  of  the  present  examination  law.  The  original 
has  liccm  warped  and  twisted  bv  our  solons  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  rob  it  of  it<  true  intention,  as  well  as  to  neutralize  3tJ> 
woi'kin^'s  to  such  an  ext^Mit  as  to  produce  more  fruit  in  num- 
)>ers,  but  of  poorer  (|ualitv  in  saccharine  developments.  Many- 
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hoiticultm  ist.'  kiHuv  l>v  i.*.\)>i'riciu*e  that  to  u'l  n  triv;  r;i)r* 
all  t!u*  fniil  it  sel<,  not  oiilv  drives  him  an  iiiKM'ioi*  qualinv 
hut  it  ofivMi  works  dot ri mental,  nay  rroqiienu'y,  to  liu»  ih)- 
>irn(*ti('n  to  ilk-  life  of  the  tree*  it-^eH'.  Manv  educators  have 
so  const riu'd  and  administered  the  law  as  to  prove  futile 
what  ou;^dit  to  have  hrou^ht  the  hest  results,  i  believe  the 
present  Kxaminatio7i  J.aw  is  in  just  such  a  condition  as"l 
have  described.  The  inferior  t^'achers  are  producing  more 
inferior  fruit  every  two  years,  and  the  good  ones  are  not 
yielding  the  hest  (lualitv,  c(jmmensiirat(i  witli  the  iniviron- 
jiH^nts  with  which  thev  are  surrounded.  Be  it  said  to  the 
credit  of  sonu.'  of  the  and)iti()us  ones^  they  are  sending  their 
j'ootiets  (Jce|)  down  into  the  suh-stratums  of  mystic  lore^ 
reachinir  out  their  uumumI  activities  in  every  direction  for 
mor.'  dew  and  sunshine,  and  feeding  upon  all  the  availahle 
intellectual  I'ood  in  order  to  ])r()ducc  the  best  results.  Laws 
have  no  effect  upon  siu-h  cis  these,  nor  have  their  surround- 
in.i:s  anv  power  to  ])ut  check  valves  upon  their  advancement. 

''It  got-  witliout  saying  {\\i\t  ex:iminrtion-:  must  he  hehh 
as  no  betlcr  tc-t  lu?s  vet  been  evolved  from  our  educational 
compc'udium  bv  Avhicii-to  test  a  teacl»er*s  ai)ility;  and"  yet,  wi? 
all  admit.,  it  often  ])rovcs  i\  \cry  poor  tot,  I'c.r  1  am  one  of 
thos(^  who  believe  that  'teachers  an*  born  and  ju:)t  nuule,'  t« 
a  i^reater  or  lesser  (^xt.'ut.  I'he  law's  standard  of  a  teacher's 
al)ilitv  is  to  pass  tlie  examination  and  obtain  a  certificate;  mr 
criterion  is,  when  1  enter  a  schotdroom  to  find  a  tvacher  able 
to  impart  knowledge  bv  Leading  lier  ]ni|)iis  so  as  to  get  the 
most  intelligence  out  of  everv  subject,  and  the  whole  moral 
and  mental  tone  of  the  work  lias  an   u])ward  tendency. 

"The  present  school  law,  as  it  now  stands,  with  well-pre- 
pared questions — nay,  1  might  say  in  a  more  generic  term — 
hard  ciuestions  of  examination,  as  some  ai'c  prone  to  ])ut  it, 
with  a  strict  administration  by  examiners,  and  an  intelligent 
grading  hy  committees,  might  answer  every  ])urpose.  In  fact 
I  think,  in  uiy  county,  strict  adherence  to  the  huv  has  nu't  the 
shortage  of  the  law,  for  at  mv  last  Se])tend)er.  examination, 
examinees  went  down  like  grass  before  the  nu)W(M'\s  scythe. 
(I  do  not  speak  of  tliis  l)oastinglv,  hut  as  a  fact.)  But  as 
some  counties  are  lax,  as  I  am  told,  in  the  administration  of 
the  pre^-ent  law,  alon^r  the  lines  of  which  I  have  s])oken,T  see 
nothing  hetter  than  a  strinsfcnt  law,  and  even  then  this  law 
could  be  so  extorted,  distorted,  contorted  and  exhorted  in  it*^ 
execution  hv  olficials,  as  to  render  its  hest  residts  a  nullity. 
To  sav  T  have  seen  <rood  results  produced  hy  the  operation  of 
the  })re>ent  law,  would  he  the  juildest  b>rni  in  which  T  could 
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express  it.  We  liave  seen  our  fair  Florida  raised  from  a  half- 
way standard  to  the  ranks  of  our  higliest  and  leading  sister 
8tates  in  educational  matters,  under  the  oi)eration  of  the  pres- 
ent system.  I  feel  proud,  my  fellow  Superintendents,  that  1 
am  one  of  fortv-five  who,  acting  in  concert  with  our  leader, 
have  contributed  mv  mite  to  this  noble  heritage,  and  1  am 
constrained  to  say,  viewing  the  subject  from  my  own  stand- 
point, admitting  the  good  already  done,  anticipating  what 
must  be  done  in  the  future,  to  kee]>  abreast  of  those  marching 
in  the  van  of  education,  we  need  the  changing  of  the  school 
law  hack  to  its  first  state  in  reference^  to  limiting  the  number 
of  Third  Grade  Certificates  to  one  or  two  at  furthest.  But  I  do 
believe  their  duration,  if  but  one  is  to  be  issued  to  the  holder, 
sshonld  cover  a  period  of  two  years.  To  sum  up  in  brief,  is 
before  suggested,  1  am  of  the  opinion,  under  ])roper  admin- 
istration bv  oftiicaN,  the  nresent  law  can  be  made  to  accom- 
plish the  most  sanguine  results,  even  tliat  anticipated  by  our 
most  zealous  educators.  But  in  the  absence  of  such  official 
enforcement  of  the  law.  under  its  present  status,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  it  be  so  Miueiukd,  as  to  make  it  in  fact  what  it  was 
intended  to  be,  and  a  lieavv  penal  oifense  be  attached  for  the 
least  infringement  or  violation.  While  I  have  but  skirmished 
along  on  some  of  the  leading  thoughts  in  my  mind,  1  leave 
these  thino^s  to  better  and  abler  advocates,  promising  my  aid 
in  enforcing  the  same  to  the  utmost  of  mv  abilitv.  The  law, 
you  are  aware,  has  no  terrors  for  the  law-abiding;  hence,  I 
shall  always  strive  to  ohscTve  it  from  an  honest  standpoint  of 
construction. 

"There  are  other  points  of  much  interest  that  give  me  more 
worrimeiit  of  mind,  as  how  to  obtain  the  best  results  in  our 
work:  of  how  to  lift  the  children  of  today  to  a  higher  aj)pre- 
eiation  of  their  faculties  than  the  wrangling  over  the  enact- 
ment of  statutorv  laws.  ]\lv  heart  is  often  made  sad  by  the 
poor  attendance  upon  our  schools,  the  iiulifFerence  manifested 
by  the  parents,  and  the  lethargy,  sometimes,  on  the  ])art  of 
those  who  should  l)e  the  most  enthusiastic.  Too  manv  fads 
[)almed  off  for  educational  methods,  now  usurp  the  phu-e 
of  stunning,  knock-down,  intelligent  facts.  Surface  glitter 
is  too  often  taken  for  the  purer  gems  that  are  only  found  at 
the  bottom;  inexhaustible  tlieories,  and  sometimes  long-spun 
methods,  about  as  intelligible  and  com])rehensible  to  the 
average  child  as  a  lecture  in  metaphvsics  to  a  battering  ram; 
words  inexliaustible  and  systems  intermmable,  with  no  prac- 
tical thoughts  or  deduction.s  books.  text-lK)oks.  with  no  om\ 
to  varietv,  each  differing  from  all  the  others  of  its  class,  the 
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leading  thouarht  in  the  author's  context  being  to  wedge  in 
some  rule,  theory  or  example  not  contained  in  the  other 
books,  the  whole  tendency,  especially  on  grammar,  being  to 
mystify  instead  of  simplify,  an  effort  to  reach  l)eyon«l  the 
ohiid'fe  capa*bt*fities  bt  teaching:  Latin;  Spanish  an*l*  sotit^^rtlier 
hieroglyphics  liigli  up  in  the  curriculum,  to  a  neglect  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  three  R's  and  other  essential  things  in 
even'  one's  history.  But  amid  all  this  confliction,  by  intuition 
or  otherwise,  the  child  does  im])roye,  and  we  are  force<l  to 
acknowledge  'the  world  do  move.'  If  many  of  these  com- 
plications, of  which  I  haye  spoken,  were  left  to  themselves, 
and  more  of  the  real  essentials  and  practical  things  of  life 
put  into  practice,  we  would  see  such  a  revolution  of  mi>ti«)ii 
as  would  cause  half  the  world  to  lose  its  centri])etal  equili- 
brium, and  \voni(l-l)c  educators  would  liayc  to  call  a  halt,  or 
he  lost  in  the  yortex  of  assimilation.  T.  W.  Raiph." 

(//)  7>o  Gradhifj  Corjimittee.s^  (fs  jtotr  neatid^  f/he 
t«tti,sfartion;  if  t*<ft^  irJaif  (ini<'ni.hn€ht<  to  the 
hnn  (fre  sfiytjested/ 

'''-JI/'.   t/(airrttn)t:    \  would  answer  most  emphatically  that 
the  present  system  of  selecting  Grading  Committees  does  not 
give  satisfa(ttion,  nor  is  it  in  accord  with  the  spirit  and  ob- 
ject contemplated  by  the  >ch'or)|  law  upon  this  very  important 
point. 

"1  understand  troni  the  reading  of  tlie  law  on  this  subject, 
and  it  is  certainly  very  [)Iain  and  definite,  that  it<  intention 
was  to  kee])  the  Grading  Committee  in  absolute  and  total 
darkness  as  to  whose  ])a]>ers  they  wen*  handling  while  at 
labor,  and  the  autlioivhij)  of  no  ])aper  was  in  any  wise  to  be 
made  known  to  Iheni  until  the  examination  of  all  papers 
was  com])lete(l  and  turned  over  to  the  County  Su]K»rintend- 
ent.  Then  for  the  (irst  time  the  members  of  the  Committee 
are  supposed  to  know  the  ])apers  of  any  particular  individual. 
But  experience  and  observation  have  forcibly  demonstrated 
the  fact  thai  the  1;mv  on  this  line  is  cpiite  deficient  and  ina<i- 
equate;  so  uiuch  so,  indeed,  that  in  my  bumble  judgment 
the  examinations,  as  now  held,  are  nothing  more  or  less,  in 
many  intsances,  than  a  nr.'re  farce.  Oftentimes,  1  have  bad 
mend)ers  of  the  Connnittee,  during  their  work,  to  say  to  n^e 
that  we  examined  the  |)apers  of  Mr.  or  Miss  Blank  this  morn- 
ing, and  he  or  she  has  made  a  good  grade,  or  has  failed,  as 
the  case  maV  be.     When  asked  how  do  you  know  this,  they 
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would. -iiv  t.liut  wo  i\\\'  too  well  af({iuiiiUe<l  with  the  hand- 
writing- to  be  mistaken.  And,  while  this  is  the  ease  in  my 
eountv,  I  (hire  sav  the  same  exists  in  everv  eountv  of  the 
.Stale,  lor  it  i>  seaieely  ])ossil)ie  that  a  Committee  oi'  three 
could  he  selected  from  the  teach *ny:  force  of  anv  eountv 
without  hein^'  composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  tliose  similarly 
informed.  And  in  nuniy  instajices  there  are  applicants  on 
exanunation  who  are  ])upils  of  sojne  niLMuher  or  luemhers  of 
the  Committee,  and  I  have  known  cases  where  a  pupil  has 
heen  told  that  if  you  vrill  attend  my  private  sehool  and  tlie)i 
apply  for  a  (Certificate,  y(>u  will  he  almost  sure  to  pass.  It 
is  not  my  int?nti(m  to  accuse  anyone  of  heing -dishonest  in 
this  matter,  hut  teachers  are  human  heings,  and  as  such  are 
liahle  to  let  their  favoritism  overbalance  their  sense  of  dutv, 
and  lean  to  those  who  have  been  undjr  their  supervision  as 
pupils.  A\'e  are  all,  of  course,  gratified  at  the  success  of  those 
wiu)m  we  have  labored  to  instruct. 

"This  is  equally  true  with  all  ])rofession<  or  trades;  the 
doctor,  the  lawyer,  or  the  jnechanic,  all  are  influenced  in  like 
j)ianner,  ajid  have  the  same  kindly  feelings  towards  their  stu- 
dents or  apprentices. 

'*\\'e  siiould  reuKMnber  ihat  'it  i<  hu.man  to  err,  hut  divine 
to  f'ori^ive/  nud  hence  we  shoidd  do  all  in  our  power  to  I're- 
vent  temptation  of  this  nature  being  placed  in  the  pathway  of 
our  teachers. 

'^Vgain,  there  may  he  a  vast  difference  in  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Grading  Committees  in  the  several  counties. 
Some  may  he,  and  doubtless  are,  very  careful,  painstaking, 
and  cnen  rigid  in  their  grading,  realizing  the  high  and  im- 
portant trust  committed  to  them,  and  the  purpose  and  inten- 
tion of  the  law,  while  others  are  indifferent,  careless  and  ut- 
terlv  disregard  their  duty  as  a  Committee,  and  thus  j^reat  in- 
justico  is  done  the  true  teacher,  he  receiving,  after,  all  his  hest 
efforts  to  imT)rove  and  fit  himself  for  his  nohle  work,  a  cer- 
tificate pr()l)ahly  of  no  higher  grade  than  one  far  inferior  in 
teaching  capacity.  Then,  if  this  be  true,  we  readily  see  that 
this  i)orti(m  of  our  school  law  is  a  failure,  and  sti'ps  should  he 
takcMi  at  once  to  remedy  the  matter. 

''I  would  suggest  that  a  Grading  Committee  be  selected 
hv  the  State  Board  of  Education,  of  which  our  worthy  Stnte 
Sui)erintendL'nt  is  a  mend)er,  from  a  different  district  than 
tile  one  in  v,hich  tliey  are  to  act,  for  each  Judicial  Circuit  of 
the  State,  and  that  all  the  pa])ers  of  the  applicants  in  this 
lerritorv  be  sent  to  some  convenient  ])lace  therein  to  be 
graded   by  this  Committee,  and  returned     to     the     County 
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Siipi*rinten(Tt*nt.  rcMjuirin^^  t'Urli  i-oimty  to  pay  itj^  ])ro  rata  of 
the  .v\neTise>   thu<   iiicurre<l. 

"A  (*oiinnittee  thus  >ekH'tiMi  wouM  he  entirely  iinac- 
<iuainte<l  with  the  hani]\vriti]i<r,  or  in  anv  other  wav  with  any 
of  tile  papers,  and  constMiiiently  a  fair  and  e<piitahle  grada- 
tion would  h(i  tin*  result:  in  short,  this  Committee  would  have 
*no  f(H'<  to  punish  nor  friends  to  reward.' 

A.  J.  WooijuirnGK. 

hnr  pro»'i<finf/    for  Sptrlnl  Ki'tnuhmfions  <nal 
'J\'iii2>or<(ri/   (  'erf  I  tiff  I  (*%*</ 

SuperintendcMU  Revell,  ap})ointed  to  discuss  this  (question, 
was  not  ]>resent,  hut  it  is  toiulu'd  u})on  in  the  discussion  of 
the  topic. 

('/)    la  if  thr.sn'iiltlt  fo  r*^-fsfnfdis/t  Sjf«ri(f/  ( 'er/ift'(ife>< 
for  priiiiory  t'^ork/ 

Siipi  riiiU'iideiit  ] loljiuii'^woi-th  wa>  not  [)i'e<ent,  i)ut  -ent 
the  following  pa|)er: 

""That  the  teacher  sliould  ])os<es<  a  hi'ond  and  deep  scholar- 
ship is  ahsolutelv  necessary.  All  educators  agree  upon  this 
point,  and  it  needs  no  argument.  Teachers  should  not  only 
he  familiar  with  the  s)d)iects  thev  teach,  hut  ther  shoidd  he. 
well  grounded  in  the  hrauches  that  form  th?  l'oujHlati(m  of 
all   education   and   true  culture. 

*'The  present  Exannnntion  La^^'  of  Florida  has  ])ut  the- 
teachers  to  w(»rk  to  gain  the  knowledge  necessary  to  the  pur- 
suit of  tliLMr  calling. 

"What  will  he  said  in  this  [)ai)er  is  not  inieiuled  to  detract,, 
in  the  least  degree,  from  the  I'ccognized  good  that  E.\:amina- 
ti<m   Lii\\   iias  done,  jiud  i<  de.-tined  to  do.  for  th(»  schools  of' 
this  State. 

''It  has  served  its  ].)iir])o^e  well.  It  has  awakened  teach- 
ers to  the  fact  that  scholarship  is  n^'ces-ary,  and  unless  they 
study  they  must  drop  out.  It  has  cut  off,  to  a  gn^at  extent,, 
that  individiuil  whose  only  claim  to  a  position  as  teacher  is 
])OYerty  and  inahih"ty  to  make  a  living  at  anything  else.  But 
the  time  is  at  hand  when  we  should  make  another  step  on  the 
road  to  progress.  This  can  he  made  hy  encouraging  great(?r 
preparation  on  specal  lines. 

"In  reply  to  the  question,  "Is  it  desirahle  to  re-estahlislr 
Special  Certificates  for  IVimarv  work,'  we  must  answer  ves„ 
under  proper  restrictions  and  on  certain  conditions  on  I  v. 
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"First.  A  candidate  for  such  a  Certificate  miK?t  possess  a 
^ood,  broad  education,  should  hold  a  diploma  from  an  insti- 
tution oX  recognized  high  standing,  and  possess  an  irre- 
proachable character  and  a  culture  of  high  grade. 

"Instead  of  the  old  idea  that  anyone  who  can  read,  write 
sind  spell,  can  teach  little  tots,  we  now  recognize  the  fact 
that  it  takes  the  most  highly  cultured  and  best  trained  to  do 
this  most  important  work  successfully. 

"Second.  The  candidate  for  this  Certificate  must  have  had 
special  Normal  training,  not  only  in  primary  work,  but  Nor- 
mal training  in  all  the  grade  work  from  High  School  to  the 
First  IMmarv  (rrade.  This  must  be  as  imperative  a  pre-re- 
<]|ui6ite  as  scholarship. 

"Wlien  we  consider  the  great  importance  of  early  impres- 
sions on  the  child's  soul,  how  lasting  those  impressions  are, 
how  much  the  whole  of  the  chiUrs  future  life  depends  upon 
the  work  of  his  first  teacher,  we  exclaim,  'Who  is  sufficient 
for  these  thingsl' 

"Under  no  circumstances  sliould  a  Si)eciai  Primary  Cer- 
tificate be  issued  to  anyone  who  has  not  had  this  training. 

"Third.  Tlie  candidate  for  this  certificate  must  hav-e  had 
5it  least  five  years'  successful  experience  in  primary  work, 
two  years  of  which  shall  have  been  in  this  State.  The  char- 
5icter  of  her  work  to  be  judged  by  the  State  Superintendent, 
or  one  appointed  ])y  bin)  who  is  thoroughly  qualified  to  pass 
upon  such  work.  Tlie  Special  Certificate  to  be  good  for  a 
period  of  five  (5)  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  without 
examination,  to  be  issued  for  a  period  of  good  behavior,  pro- 
vided tlie  teacher  lias  continued  in  her  work  and  studies 
^sufficiently  to  warrant  the  same. 

"But  perhaps  some  will  ask  why  it  is  necessary  to  have 
:S})ecial  certificates  for  primary  work,  since  you  would  re- 
quire sueha  hioh  grade  of  scholarship,  training  and  experi- 
ence? 

'^AVe  answer  that  the  reasons  for  a  Special  Certificate  are: 
'First.  The  primary  teacher  must  have  special  training  for 
her  work,  which  requires  all  the  time  and  strength  at  her 
f^ommand.  No  one  will  deny  the  fact  that  many  things 
that  are  learned  in  schools  and  colleges  pass  out  of  our  minds. 
:and  we  are  left  none  the  less  wise  thereby.  In  order  to  keep 
fresh  for  the  regular  Teachers'  Examinations  upon  the  many 
:subjects,  the  teacher  in  primary  grades  nmst  spend  much  of 
Tier  time  and  nerve  for(^e  that  could  be  used  to  better  pur- 
pose in  perfecting  herself  in  her  particular  line  of  work,  and 
in  broadening  her  horizon. 
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^'Second.  The  priinarv  teaclier  must  (-oiitinue  her  studies 
along  the. line  of  her  special  work;  she  must  study  the  child^ 
his  needs,  his  individuality,  and  his  environment.  She  must 
keep  up  with  the  progress  in  her  department.  To  do  this^ 
and  to  perform  her  daily  work  according  to  the  requirements 
of  her  profession,  it  takes  all  her  time,  and  taxes  her  strengtli. 
to  the  uttermost. 

"Many  a  teacher,  well  adapted  by  nature,  would  like  to 
study  primary  methods  in  a  good  training  school,  wheare  she 
would  get  that  special  qualification  and  gain  that  inspftra- 
tion  so  much  needed  in  her  work.     But,  instead,  her  time: 
must  be  spent  in  preparing  to  pass  examinations  on  subjects- 
that,  in  her  special  line  of  work,  the  primary  teacher  wiH  not- 
need,  and  the  failure  to  pass  in  any  one  of  these  suhjects^ 
means  a  loss  of  certificate,  a  loss  of  her  standing  in  the  eyes^ 
of  the  community,  that  naturally  judge  of  a  teacher*s  cfuali- 
iications  by  the  grade  of  certificate  she   holds,  and  results- 
in  the  abandonment  of  the  idea  of  becoming  especialTy  pro« 
ficient  in  primary  work.     We  should  hold  out  inducement  to^ 
teachers  to  enter  and  continue  in  this  special  field,  where  they 
are  so  nmch  needed,  by  offering  certificates    showing-  speciaF 
attainments,  ajid  by  ])aying  them  better  salaries. 

"If  a  person  has  been  thoroughly  trained  in  a  good  Xor- 
mal  Training  School,  and  \m^  made  a  success  of  her  work  for 
five  vears,  there  will  be  little  risk  in  making  her  certifTcate- 
permanent. 

"Teachers  who  have,  by  their  preparation  and  work  in  the^ 
schoolroom,  proved  themselves  capable,  and  expect  to  make- 
teaching  a  life  work,  should  be  relieved  of  the  anxiety  on  ae- 
count  of  examinations  on  subjects  they  never  use.  They 
would  be  more  efficient  in  their  work,  they  could  take  up- 
special  lines  of  study  that  would  give  them  a  broader  culture- 
and  develop  in  them  a  professional  spirit. 

"This  is  imposible  under  existing  circumstances,  when  so 
much  time  is  taken  up  in  preparing  for  examinations. 

"The  issuing  of  such  certificates  to  teachers  with  the 
scholarship,  training  and  successful  experience  which  woukf 
be  reqliired,  would  improve  the  school  system  of  the  State 
as  nothing  else  can.  It  would  be  an  inducement  to  ladies  oF 
culture  to  enter  this  field  of  work.  It  would  ele^'ate  the- 
primary  teacher's  work  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  antt 
the  teachers  themselves. 


'•'Tht'  time  is  not  far  (li>tant  wlu'ii  tearhers  will  ho  exam- 
ined for  ^rade  work,  and  cvrtifieates  will  be  named  and 
known  as 

'^IViniarv  (VrtiHcates. 
'''Grammar  Certi Urates,  and 

"Hi^h  School  C'ertilieate<. 

''Tlie  requirements  ol*  tearher>  for  the  different  d^^})art- 
Jiients  necessitate  dilferent   (jiialiiication^. 

"Then*  are.  it  is  true,  certain  fundamental  ])rinci])les  with 
which  all  teachers  mnst  he  familiar,  hut  there  are  also  ])rin- 
<.*iplcs  special  in  their  character. 

"Qualifications  for  primarv  teachers  are  diiferent  from 
those  for  the  teacher  of  \hc  Grammar  School  or  lln^  Hi^h 
School.  Then  why  should  we  insist  on  the  same  examina- 
tion for  teachers  of  these  difU'enMit  departments? 

J.  L.  IIoLLiN(;swoKTn. 

Superintendent  dnnpton:  ''\[  the  law.  remains  the  samo 
as  to  the  time  of  the  exaniinat'ons.  ]  do  not  see  how  we  can 
possibly  get  along  with  one  (trading  Gomniitt(*e  for 
the  whole  State.  Wl*  have  onr  dune  examinations 
and  onr  Septendjcr  examinations.  It  takes  from 
three  to  five  davs  for  the  (iradin":  C^ommfttee  to 
do  the  work  of  the  grading  for  one  connty  pro])erly. 
If  we  have  one  CV)mmittee  for  the  wlude  State,  or  even  for 
one  Judicial  Circuit,  it  would  take  time  to  send  the  papers 
of  the  examinees  to  that  Comittee:  then  it  would  take  time 
to  retnrn  them,  it  would  take  that  Grading  Committee  much 
longer  than  the  Grading  Committee  of  one  county  to  do  the 
work,  and  would  prohaLly  require  two  or  three  weeks'  time. 
So  on  that  account.  I  think  it  would  be  a  mistake.  I  am 
speaking  personally  for  my  own  county,  as  for  Lake  1  believe 
cvervbodv  is  satisfied.  I  do  not  think  there  has  ever  been 
a  charge  of  fraud  made  in  that  county.  I  discovered  a  few 
cases  of  fraud  myself,  and  simply  refused  to  grant  certificates 
io  those  persons  who  were  practicing  them. 

"In  rergad  to  sub-division  (c),  if  the  State  Superintendent 
is  willing  for  it,  I  am  sure  1  am.  It  does,  perhaps,  impo'^e 
upon  the  County  Superintendent  to  require  him  to  grant 
certificates  without  examination. 

"In  regard  to  sub-head  (d),  I  believe     that     the     better 

plan   is   to    prepare    a    Special    Examination     for     primary 

teachers,     The  primary  teacher  has  her  special  work  to  do. 

She  has  to.  i?ive  a  great  deal  of  time  to  that  work  which  is 

^kin  to  kindergarten  work.     She  has  not  the  time  to  inform 
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luTseir  iiropcrly  on  the  lii«i;'lier  Ijranche.-,  so  as  lo  soeure  a 
First  (irade  ('crtificatc,  and  yet,  tlie  good,  worthy  ])riiuarv 
teacher  does  jiot  like  to  submit  to  holding  a  Third  (Jrade 
CertifieatL'.  They  are  too  ])roud,  and  rightly  too  })roud,  be- 
i-ause  the  hohlers  of  Third  Grade  Certificates  are  all  looked 
u})on  as  1)eing  on  the  same  plane,  and  yet  the  good  jjrimary 
teacher  is  worth  twice  as  much  as  many  ])ersons  holding  First 
(iradL'.  For  that  reason,  1  think  there  ought  to  be  a  Special 
Fxami nation  for  such  teachers.'' 

SKperitUcHjenf  Pari' in  son:  'T  agree  Avith  Mr.  Wooldridge 
on  one  or  two  point:?,  only  going  a  little  bit  furtlier.  \Vu 
should  have  one  State  Grading  Committee.  The  conditions 
ill  our  counties  are  different,  but  those  in  his  county  are  a 
strong  argument  in  its  favor.  In  the  first  place,  the  ex;nn- 
i nation  is  su])posed  to  l)e  a  I'niform  Examination.  As  it  is 
now,  J  find  teachers  in  some  coimties  holding  Second  Grade 
I'ertificates  who  are  better  qualified  than  those  with  same 
grade  of  certificate  in  other  counties.  1  would  recommend 
tinU  the  State  Su])erintendent  appoint  ten,  twelve  or  fifteen 
well  educated  teachers  and  ])ay  their  traveling  expenses  and 
$5  a  day,  if  necessary.  J  l^dieve  that  all  pa])er8  on  arith- 
metic, for  instance,  shoidd  be  given  to  one  or  two  teachers, 
to  grade,  and  so  oji  with  the  other  subjects.  A  person  who 
has  been  grading  on  one  subiect  all  dav  v?ry  soon  becomes 
so  familiar  with  the  questions  that  he  knows  exactly  how  to 
mark  the  ])a])ers,  and  can  do  so  quickly.  Then  all  the  papers 
in  Geography  should  be  graded  by  another  two,  and  so  on.*' 

Su]>erinteudent  ('(int:  ''J  simply  wish  to  put  myself  on 
record  as  being  against  any  change  in  the  Grading  Commit- 
tee. ]  believe  that  if  the  County  Superintendent  will  do  his 
duty,  and  will  see  that  there  is  no  fraud  perpetrated  in  his 
county,  there  will  be  none.  I  don't  care  what  kind  of  a 
Committee  you  appoint,  there  is  bound  to  be  some  inconi])e- 
tent  teachers  get  tlirougii.  I  have  seen  teachers  come  out 
of  these  examinations  holding  First  Grade  Certificates  that 
<'()uldn't  work  a  single  example  in  Algebra.  If  the  fraud  is 
perpetrated  while  the  cxandnation  is  going  on,  what  could 
a  State  Grading  Committee  do  in  that  case?  If  the  County 
Superintendent  is  dis])osed  to  permit  fraud,  it  can  be  com- 
mitted in  any  examination.  The  County  Su])erintendent 
<:'an  be  strict  or  not,  just  as  he  will." 

Hif2>erintendetd  linker:  "On  account  of  the  law  providing 
for  transfer  from  one  count v  to  another,  everv  county  is  in- 
terested  in  the  qualifictions  of  teachers-  in  every  othepconnty. 
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Ah  the  law  istandt;,  a  certificate  of  a  certain  grade  doesn't  rep- 
resent any  certain  degree  of  attainments;  it  is  a  variable  fac- 
tor. Consequently  we  are  interested  in  what  the  counties 
around  us  are  doing.  Of  course,  the  Superintendent  has 
discretion  to  endorse  or  not  to  endorse.  1  have  endorsed, 
and  I  have  refused  to  endorse.  We  are  apt  to  endorse  where 
nothing  appears  to  the  contrary.  1  hope  that  a  Grading 
Committee  will  be  appointed,  either  for  each  Judicial  Circuit 
or  for  the  State  at  large.  J  would  be  pleased  with  either 
one.  One  reason  is  that  I  would  hate  to  have  to  refuse  to 
endorse ^some  people's  certificates  which  I  might  have  to  do, 
but  the  proper  reason  is,  I  think,  it  will  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  education.'' 

iSuperintendent  Sams:  "1  do  not  desire  this  amendment 
to  the  school  law.  We  have  not  yet  arrived  at  the  stage  where 
the  State  can  furnish  all  certificates.  We  have  to  have  Tem- 
porary (Certificates  on  some  occasions.  We  have  to  use  our 
judgment  on  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers.  Let  the 
Ifiw  stand  .as  it  is,  and  give  the  County  Superintendent  more 
power." 

Super ifitendtnt  Eppes:  "\i  the  present  law  is  not  a  uni- 
form one,  1  don't  understand  the  law.  The  State  Committee 
system  could  not  be  applied.  We  might  be  waiting  for  the 
schools  to  open  while  the  Committee  is  grading  the  papers, 
and  we  couldn't  open  our  schools  until  they  got  through 
with  the  papers.^' 

Superintendent  Schell:  "Mr.  State  Superintendent,  you 
told  me  never  to  put  anybody  on  the  Grading  Committee 
who  w^as  running  one  of  these  little  certificate  mills.  You 
did  more  for  Bradford  county  in  that,  than  in  any  other  one 
thing  you  ever  did.  I  think  the  law  is  best  as  it  stands.  Per- 
haps, if  it  needs  revision,  it  is  in  cases  of  redress.  The  pub- 
lication of  papers — I  don't  see  where  that  is  redress.  It  has 
been  suggested  to  me  by  a  good  school  man  to  let  the  dis- 
gruntled applicant  select  a  teacher  holding  a  First  Grade 
Certificate,  placing  him  under  the  same  restrictions  as  any 
other  member  of  a  Grading  Committee.  Let  the  County 
Superintendent  select  another,  and  let  these  two  select  a 
third.  Then  let  these  three  arbitrate  the  matter.  I  don't 
know^  if  that  would  be  the  best  thing,  but  it  is  merely  a  sug- 
gestion.    But  the  law,  as  it  stands,  is  a  good  one.'' 

Superintendent  Mizell:  "If  uniformity  is  desired,  it  seems 
to  me  that  a  State  Comittee  is  desirable  in  order  to  remove 
all  of  these  possibilities  of  fraud,  etc." 
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i^perintendtat  BuvJiholz:  "The  advantages  sL't  forth 
do  not  warrant  a  change  at  this  time.  The  proposed  change 
would  not  he  sutlieiently  heneficial  to  make  it  wise." 

'i.'M)  W  M.  WKDXKSDAY. 

Topir  7.  Text  Hooks. 

(ff)    Is  uniformity  to  any  tj'teHt  /jref'trnhlt;   to  trhat 
e,ct€at;  is  it  desirable  for  the  whole  State f 

ISuperintendent  Philips:  "The  experience  is  that  we  need 
some  uniformity.  For  a  great  many  years  it  was  the  practice 
in  this  State  to  allow  the  teacher  of  a  school  to  introduce  and 
use  iust  such  hooks  as  suited  his  fancv.  The  course  of  studv 
was  of  his  own  creation,  the  text-hooks  after  his  own  notion. 
Changing  the  teacher  necessitated  changing  hooks,  as  well 
as  the  course  of  study.  J^aws  were  made  requiring  that  we 
have  imiformity  in  our  counties.  These  adoptions  were  first 
made  in  1883,  su])])osedly  for  a  five-year  period,  and  it  has 
not  changed  in  practice  since.  Most  counties  luive  made 
uniform  adoptions  since  then  on  tlie  five-year  plan.  '^Fhere 
are  some  counties  now  hreaking  away  from  this,  having  heard 
that  there  was  no  real  law  recjuiring  it.  Quite  a  numher  of 
counties,  according  to  my  information,  have  not  entered  into 
another  contract  with  ariy  hook  company  for  any  length  of 
time. 

"This  naturally  hrings  up  another  question,  'To  what  ex- 
tent sh(mld  we  have  uniformity.  Should  it  ho  uniformity  in 
certain  cities,  certain  kinds  of  schools,  or  in  certain  grades? 
Ahstractlv,  is  uniformitv  desirahle?  All  teachers  would 
answer  in  the  affirmative.  As  to  what  amount  of  territory 
it  should  he  uniform  over,  hrings  up  another  kind  of  talk  al- 
together. We  can't  say  that  })ecause  a  thing  is  good  for  Jack- 
sonville, it  will  he  good  for  the  whole  State;  or  hecause  it  is 
good  for  the  Smiths  that  all  their  kin  should  have  it,  until 
we  include,  possihly,  the  whole  human  family. 

"Is  it  desirahle  for  the  whole  State?  This  will  hring  up 
more  talk.  Because  now  we  plunge  into  the  real  ([uestion. 
This  would  not  he  a  fancy  or  a  notion,  huf  it  would  he  a 
judgment.  We  contemplate  in  this  matter  the  enacting  of 
a  law  for  the  State  of  Florida  that  will  require  all  County 
Boards  and  school  people  to  use  the  same  hooks  all  over  the 
State,  it  matters  not  what  the  conditions  of  the  counties  were, 
how  large,  how  small,  or  where  situated. 
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"It  was  announced  that  I  would  finish  my  St.  Augustine 
«peech.»  I  would  not  undertake  to  make  the  same  speech, 
hut  would  rather  argue  the  matter. 

"In  theory,  our  counties  are  political  units,  as  well  as 
i^chool  units.  The  law  declares  this  to  he  true.  The 
school  district  is  so  declared  hy  law  to  he  one  county.  We 
work  according  to  the  units,  and  tly?  whole  is  made  up  of 
these  units.  In  practice,  the  people  of  a  county  feel  yery 
much  united,  not  so  much  in  religion  or  hy  any  other  thing 
as  by  ])olitics.  We  announce  the  news  of  elections 
Ihrom  counties,  and  we  have  a  common  feeling  that  we  in  a 
county  are  one.     The  county  is  a  imity  in  feeling. 

"It  is  a  beautiful  thought  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  dis- 
turb this  unit.  The  family  is  a  unit  and  we  don't  want  to 
disturb  that  family  unity,  break  up  its  relationship.  1  think 
it  is  a  good  thing  to  start  with  some  unit,  consolidate  the  in- 
terests and  feeling  in  that  imit,  make  it  feel  like  a  factor  in 
the  organization,  whether  of  politics  or  schools,  or,  if  we 
«ould  do  so,  in  religion.  Let  us  foster  this  feeling  so  that 
when  the  center  is  struck  the  circumference  will  be  shaken. 
Let  us  not  attempt  to  affect  the  whole  State;  it  is  too  gigantic 
in  its  proportions  and  too  immense  in  its  form.  A  thought 
that  comes  to  my  mind,  also,  it  is  undemocratic  to  talk 
about  having  some  one  else  do  for  us  what  it  is  our  right 
to  do  for  ourselves.  We  want  no  government  force  to  bring 
these  points  as  near  to  the  people  as  possible.  Those  who 
are  more  closely  in  touch  with  the  people  than  any  other 
are  the  School  Boards,  and  to  them  should  be  left  the  matter 
of  book  ado])tions.  The  County  Commissioners  are  ap- 
pointed, the  School  Boards  are  elected  by  the  people,  and  are 
eonsequently  nearer  to  the  people.  This  nearness  to  the 
people  is  the  democratic  idea  of  our  country,  and  to  let  the 
people  control  what  they  can.  What  they  can't,  naturally 
throws  itself  upon  the  State.  There  are  some  things  which 
the  State  must  do,  which  it  is  unwise  and  unsafe  to  let  the 
people  undertake  to  do.  It  is  unwise  and  unsafe  because  it 
tends  towards  centralization,  the  antithesis  of  the  facts  I 
have  just  been  stating,  which  draws  away  and  takes  from  us 
that  which  we  are  capable  of  doing  ourselves,  which  is  our 
(own  right. 

"Generally,  in  States  where  they  have  Book  Commissions, 
the  teachers  of  the  State  form  the  minority.     The  Governor, 
the  State  Superintendent,  some  other  officer,  perhaps,  one  or' 
two  lawyers,  and  two  teachers,  would  compose  the  Commis- 
sion.    That  would  be  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  teachers 
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on  the  Commi^^on.  Thes^  gentlemen  would  meet,  reeeive 
their  per  diem  and  mileage,  and  sav  to  the  pei^ple  what 
books  thcT  were  to  use.  These  books  are  not  alwavs  any 
-cheaper  or  any  better. 

'^t  is  said  that  State  Unifonnity  would  stop  com[K*tition. 
Well,  I  do  think  that  in  Florida  something  ought  to  be  done 
to  regulate  the  trathe  in  text -books.  It  is  perfeetly  right  for 
the  company  to  come  into  our  midst  and  place  their  books 
in  our  hands:  it  is  perfectly  right  for  them  to  do  as  much 
business-  as  they  can.  But  they  generally  retire  from  the 
field  k•a^ing  a  local  ageiii  in  the  State,  and  County  Super- 
intendents inform  me  that  thev  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
way  books  are  handled  in  their  counties.  The  State  Super- 
intendent of  Michijran  reported  to  me  that  in  some  counties 
l)ooks  sell  for  40  cents,  in  some  for  50  cents,  and  in  some 
for  371/2  cents — some  men  making  25  per  cent,  and  some 
50  ]>er  cent,  commission.  It  is  not  so  bad  in  our  State,  but 
sometimes  peoi)le  so  to  the  stores  to  find  books  and  can't  get 
them  at  all.  TJie  traffic  needs  to  be  regulated.  We  can't 
leave  this  to  the  merchant  who  sells  general  merchandise. 
He  will  let  his  stock  of  books  run  out  because  there  isn't 
much  profit  in  them,  and  men  who  travel  fifteen  or  eighteen 
miles  to  <:ex  a  Reader  for  their  children  \nll  not  go  back  with- 
out one  if  it  can  be  had;  so,  if  the  merchant  happens  not  to 
have  the  one  called  for,  they  will  take  whatever  he  ofl^ers,  to 
avoid  going  back  without  any. 

*'It  is  the  boast  of  the  Frenchman  tliat  he  can  U>ok  at  the 
'dock  and  tell,  from  the  time,  what  every  child  in  France  is 
doing  just  then,  and  it  may  be  that  there  is  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  State  officers  and  County  Superintendents  to  have 
a  State  Course  of  Study,  that  we  might  know  what  every 
•child,  from  Pensacola  to  Key  West,  is  doing  at  a  given  mo- 
ment. But  if  a  State  Course  of  Study  were  preferable,  there 
would  be  some  demand  for  it.  There  is  no  sucli  demand, 
hence  there  is  no  necessity. 

"I  know  that  the  text-book  question  is  broad  and  dee]). 
The  companies  employ  one  man  who  shall  say — 1  know 
the  American  Book  Company  pays  one  man  $10,000  a  year 
to  look  over  manuscripts  and  say  whether  or  not  tlie  com- 
pany ought  to  try  to  put  that  book  on  the  market.  He  is 
the  editor,  and  whatever  he  says  is  done  according  to  his 
judgment.  Then  the  book  is  out,  is  on  the  market;  it  must 
be  introduced.  So  they  send  copies  to  the  County  Super- 
intendents, to  prominent  teachets,  to  State  Normal  Schools, 
;and  State  Superintendents,  to  see  what  they  think     of     it. ' 
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There  is  nothing  wrong  in  this;  it  ia  perfectly  legitimate. 
It  is  our  delight  to  receiy.e  a  notice  tliat  atit^fe  a  book  hos^ 
been  sent  us.  We  examine  it,  and  approve  or  condemn  it. 
It  is  the  united  opinion  of  school  men  that  makes  that  book 
popular.  Before  the  agent  attempts  to  push  it,  he  seeks  the- 
united  iudement  of  school  men.  If  we  had  a  Commission 
to  select  text-books  we  would  be  denied  the  privilege  of  see- 
ing and  passing  on  these  books.  The  book  companies  would 
no  longer  allow  us  this  privilege,  because  they  would  be  in- 
terested in  what  the  twelve  or  fifteen  men  at  Tallahassee^ 
would  say,  not  what  the  school  men  of  the  State  would  say. 
And,  if  a  book  was  not  endorsed  bv  the  Comniis- 
sion  and  adopted  by  the  whole  State,  it  would  be  withdrawn 
from  the  market,  no  matter  what  might  be  our  opinion  of 
its  merits. 

"I  would  object  to  State  T'niformity  of  Text  Books  by  State- 
adoption,  because  there  would  be  but  one  set  of  books.  South 
Carolina  has  ten.  We  don't  need  men  at  the  Capital  to  saj 
to  the  counties  what  books  thev  should  use.  The  svstem 
in  Duval  and  Hillsborough  and  Levy  Counties,  and  others,, 
are  there  to  stay.  \sQ:  don't  want  them  disturbed,  we  know 
best  wliat  we  need.  The  conditions  are  not  ni*ade  by  the 
people,  but  the  people  must  meet  the  conditions.  If  we  were 
restricted  in  the  choice  of  books  much  supplementing  would 
be  necessary,  and  that  would  be  expensive.  It  would  make 
some  counties  throw  off  some  inferior  books,  but  it  would 
make  other  counties  cast  away  .many  good  books  at  great 
cost.  To  change  all  the  text  books  in  use  w^ould  cost  about 
$197,000;  there  are  abouf  100,000  children  in  the  State.  That 
is  too  high,  of  course,  because  many  children  have  books  that 
could  have  been  handed  down  to  younger  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. It  would  require  twelve  years  at  a  simple  rate  of 
interest  to  the  people  to  get  back  the  investment.  It  costs 
too  much  to  encourage  this  plan.  Besides  that,  I  should  say 
that  a  Commission  would  rather  look  at  the  intrinsic  merit  of 
a  book  in  adopting  than  at  its  utility.  The  question  of 
whether  it  will  suit  certain  counties  will  perhaps  never  be 
taken  into  consideration.  Then,  we  might  get  some  men  wha 
would  put  on  us  very  costly  books  which  we  would  be  com- 
pelled to  use. 

"My  recommendation  is  to  let  our  County  Boards  select 
three  teachers  who,  with  the  County  Superintendent — or 
more  teachers  than  three  if  you  choose — shall  form  a  Book 
Commission,  for  that  coimty.'  Then  they  shall  meet,  adopt 
books  according  to  the  plans  of  the  county  and  the  course  of 
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^tudy,  the  conditions  in  tiie  county  and  the  degree  of  advance- 
ment of  the  eliildren,  for  five  vears.  Let  the  Boards  of  Edu- 
-cation  guarantee  to  tlje  Book  Companies  that  their  bills  v,ill 
be  paid,  or  buy  outright  and  place  in  the  hands  of  agents  to 
be  vsold  on  a  commission  of  10  per  cent.,  the  rest  of  the  profit 
to  go  to  the  eliildren  who  buy  the  books,  and  say  to  the  Book 
Companies:  'AVe  want  25  per  cent,  discoimt  from  your 
wholesale  price  list.  We  have  taken  out  your  middlemen. 
The  traHic  in  sciiool  books  has  gotten  through  with  the  steps 
down  from  the  publishers  to  the  people  as  other  commodi- 
ties have  not.  We  do  not  have  commercial  men  coming 
round  quotino;  us  the  ])rice  of  school  books.  AVe  have  done 
away  with   tiie  middlemen  and  we  want  you  to  share  with 
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us  the  profits  we  haAc  saved  you  by  the  elimination.'  The 
State  representative  of  one  book  company  in  this  State  writes 
a  few  letters  and  sen(l>  out  a  few  samples  of  books — he  doesn't 
sell  books  at  all.  1  see  no  reason  under  the  sun  why,  with 
all  the  middle  men  taken  out,  the  books  coming  fresh  from 
the  press  to  the  people,  the  com])any  should  not  make,  with 
this  consideration,  a  reduction  of  o  per  cent,  more,  at  least, 
and  then  credit  uj)  the  amount  at  the  end  of  the  term.  Ail- 
that  the  Book  C.'omj.uinies  would  need  would  be  a  guarantee  of 
their  bills  ami  the  sale  of  their  o^oods  and  thev  would  meet 
the  people  on  the  question  of  price.'' 

(d)  What  are  the  anjuineHts  in  favor ^  if  any^  of 
creating  a  State  Te.i't'Book  Committee  to  er- 
iDnine  and  endorse  several  series  of  books  from 
ichich  Coanty  Boards  must  make  adoptionsf 

Su})erintendent  Eppes  read  a  paper- on  the  above  subject, 
Ijut  eithej*  failed  to  hand  it  in,  or  it  was  lost. 

(c)  Is  the  e.vper intent  with  the  Free- Text  Book 
System  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  commend  its 
adoption  by  all  counties^  or  by  the  State.^ 

J^Superintendent  liinton  being  absent.  Superintendent 
Sams,  Bi-evard  having  the  Free  Text  Book  System  like  Os- 
<^eola  County,  spoke  as  follows: 

**We  have  jnade  i\\Q  ex])eriment  in  my  couiity  and  we  have 
been  successful  in  it.  We  find  that  it  is  the  best  and  the 
cheapest  method  of  supplying  books  to  the  pupils.  Year  be- 
fore last  the  cost  of  the  free  text  books  was  59  cents  per  pupil, 
last  year  and  this  it  was  40  to  45  cents.  Then  the  books  are 
better  kept,  more  carefully  handled.     1  have  found  in.  some 
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fi<?ho(iJ:-  honk?  perfectly  ^ood  thrtt  i^ad  been  ii^^'d  for. ten  yean-f-. 
Kven  in. negro  nehook,  where  the  book?  arc  usually  destroyec?' 
or  considerably  worn  and . 'dog-eared'  thi^  first  month,  they 
have  heen  more  carefully  handled  and  are  much  hetter  pre- 
served. 1  saw  some  hooks  that  looked  perfectly  new,  and  yet 
had  been  used  for  six  months.  That  has  saved  the  count v 
money.  And  then  the  teachers  have  done  better  work  hecause 
the  pupils  had  the  proper  books  and  were  all  supjdied  on  tlu^ 
opening  of  the  school. 

"In  the  control  of  hooks  })v  the  countv,  I  do  not  think  thai 
it  is  at  all  essential  to  have  the  same  text  books  in  everv  school 
in  the  county.  For  this  reason:  Some  teachers  are  accus- 
tomed to  follow  one  line  of  work  and  very  often  find  they 
(ian  do  better  work  with  a  l)ook  which  treats  of  the  suhject 
from  a  certain  standpoint,  and  if  the  teachers  are  accustomed 
to  it  and  do  good  work  in  it.  I  find  it  not  objectionable  to  let 
them  have  it." 

Siiperintendent  BuchhoJz:  ^'The  only  way  to  solve  thesis 
questions  is  to  establish  a  profession  of  teaching,  then  the 
text  book  question  will  be  solved  very  wisely  and  quickly,, 
and  in  no  other  way  can  this  question  be  solved.  Teachers, 
regulate  these  things.  The  Free  Text-Book  System- — I  lis- 
tened to  Mr.  Sams  and  yet  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as  be- 
fore. 1  think  that  the  children  of  American  citizens  should 
buy  their  own  books,  and  only  children  living  in  poor-houses 
should  be  furnished  books.  In  a  monarchical  government 
even,  citizens  are  expected  to  do  that,  where  they  have  money 
to  maintain  well  a  profession  of  teaching.  But  in  a  govern- 
ment like  this,  where  every  one  is  a  sovereign,  he  should  not  be- 
taught  to  lean  too  much  on  the  Federal  or  the  State  Govern- 
ment. If  we  had  a  profes^^ion  of  teaching,  publishing  com- 
panies would  sell  more  books  for  supplementary  reading. 

'"With  reference  to  the  ITnif9rm  State  Text  Book  Law,  I 
had  opportunity  given  me  a  year  ago  at  Jacksonville  to  ex- 
press my  views.  1  have  studied  the  subject  very  carefully 
since  that  time.  I  ha\e  tried  to  get  arguments  from  other- 
parties  on  the  subject,  and  1  have  not  changed  my  views,  and 
now  to  bring  this  matter  again  before  this  body  of  Superin- 
tendents, I  will  present  a  resolution  which  will  simply  sum 
up  the  points  made  by  Mr.  Philips  and  other  gentlemen  be- 
fore us. 

"Kesolved,  l^hat  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Convention  of  Su- 
perintendents of  Public  Instruction  of  Florida,  that  State- 
Uniformity  of  Text  Books  is  utiVise,  non-progressive  and  un- 
democratic; that  County  Uniformity  is  desirable,  and  it  is^ 
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hefeb}  n'ftciriiiH'nderi  thsit  tha  noKt  Le*i!sljitur('  of  Floriiia  J* 
enact  i^uch  laws  as  will  perfect  this  [Ann  and  provide  for  the 
selection,  adoption,  piirclmse  and  sale  of  books  by  or  under 
che  supervision  of  (^^unty  Superintendents  and  Bonrds,  in 
the  be^t  manner  to  protect  pupils  and  patrons." 

The  Chair  >tated  that  a  vote  upon  thi>  resolution  would 
be  taken  under  topic  10,  with  all  other  resolutions  and  sug- 
gested iiniendments  to  law. 

Topic    8    -Siib-oisthm't  Sciu>oi.s     ani»    thk   I^aws    Apper- 
tain ing: 

((t)  Ifi  the  lair  <»f}mitloe;  what  dijficulties  artst  ui  itn 
execution;  haije  the  results  of  the  aystem.  been  such 
as  to  justifi/  th/<  perfection  and  retention  of  the 
law/ 

''''Mr.  (Jhairnian- -The  sub-distriet  law,  while  yet  imperfect 
in  detaUs,  may  be  applied  with  success  in  all  towns,  and,  to 
some  extent,  in  many  comparatively  sparsely  settled  districts. 
There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  it  could  not  be  applied  to 
to  the  whole  county  by  dividing  the  same  into  two  or  more 
districts. 

"This  is  a  wise  provision  in  a  Stite  where  the  county  levy 
is  limited  to  five  mills. 

"Its  object  is  plainly  to  enable  any  city,  town,  community^ 
section  or  division  of  a  county  to  escape  the  deprivation  of 
being  compelled  by  law  to  limit  its  school  levy  to  five  mills. 

"The  amount  raised  is  paid  by  the  Collector  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees;  these  Trustees  are  under  a'bond  fixed  by  the 
School  Board.  By  this  the  law  clearly  implies  that  this 
amount  shall  be  expended  by  the  Trustees.  Each  sub-district 
"is  therefore  enabled  to  extend  the  countv  term  one  or  more 
months,  make  repairs  or  add  needed  furniture  or  equipment 
which  otherwise  could  not  be  secured.    . 

"Sub-districts  are  successful  even  if  the  amounts  raised  are 
only  sufficient  to  extend  the  term  one  month.  The  co-opera- 
tion of  three  competent  Trustees  in  a  district  is  of  great  as- 
sistance to  the  County  Board  and  by  thus  giving  the  people  a 
local  voice  in  the  management  of  their  own  school,  interest  i» 
created,  the  condition  of  the  county  and  the  needs  of  the 
school  appreciated,  and  the  County  Board  and  the  patrons  are 
thus  brought  into  closer  touch  on  all  questions  pertaining  to 
education. 

"The  imperfections  of  the  law  are  few.  It  would  be  well 
if   the  d'uries  of   tbe^6unt\'    Boawl    and   Tfust^^s  were  more 
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clearly  defined,  and  yet  there  is  nothing  in  the  law  which  im- 
plies that  any  of  the  power  of  the  County  Board  shall  be  del- 
egated to  the  Trustees.  Each  is  a  corporation.  The  County 
School  Board  runs  the  school  as  any  other  county  school,  ap- 
points the  teachers,  fixes  their  salaries,  pays  salaries  and^mak^s 
such  riBpairs  as  it  sees  fit.  At  the  end  of  the  county  terra,  the 
Trustees  have  full  power  to  expend  their  money  as  they  see 
fit,  provided  the  sarae  is  for  school  purposes. 

"The  County  Board  may  allow  the  Trustees  the  privilege  of 
selecting  teachers,  but  the  appointment  must  be  made  by  the 
County  Board.  The  Trustees  shall,  according  to  Section  94 
of  the  school  compilation  of  1897,  supervise  the  school  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board,  see  that  the  teachers  perform  their 
work  promptly  and  energetically  and  report  to  the  Board  as 
to  the  general  work  of  the  school. 

"The  law  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  three  mill  tax 
operates  as  well  as  does  the  law  in  regard  to  the  collection  of 
the  State  and  county  taxes.  In  fact,  as  both  taxes  are  col- 
lected together,  I  see  no  reason  why  there  should  be  any 
trouble  with  either  except  that  which  arises  in  both  from  the 
law  by  which  taxes  may  remain  unpaid  until  April.  Railroad 
taxes  have  been  paid  in  our  county  except  by  the  J.  T.  &  K. 
W.  which,  being  in  the  hands  of  a  United  States  Receiver, 
seems  for  the  present  to  be  exempt.  This  Road,  however, 
owes  our  County  Board  two  years'  taxes.  As  with  county 
taxes  so  with  sub -district,  in  many  cases  the  teacher  must  wait 
for  his  salary  unless  the  amount  is  advanced  by  the  Trustees. 

"Most  of  the  difficulties  that  arise  are  in  the  organization  of 
a  sub-district.  It  is  difficult  to  persuade  a  certain  class  in 
every  community  to  voluntarily  tax  themselves  for  any  pur- 
pose. If  a  few  influential  patrons  can  be  convinced  that  the 
term  should  be  longer,  that  the  county  fund  is  not  sufficient,, 
that  if,  for  example,  their  whole  tax  is  $15  the  additional  bur- 
den will  be  only  $2  or  $3  more;  that  by  giving  this  small 
amount  their  own  children  will  get  the  advantage  of  it,  and 
one,  two  or  even  three  months  will  be  added  to  the  term  of 
their  school,  very  few  will  refuse  to  vote  for  it,  but  will  work 
to  secure  the  benefit  of  this  law.  The  average  man  who  op- 
poses taxes  is  ignorant  and  poor.  His  taxes  may  be  but  $2  or 
13,  but  few  of  these  will  refuse  to  add  40  or  50  cents  to  this 
amount  when,  by  so  doing,  they  know  that  the  non-residents, 
corporations,  and  wealthier  people  will  pay  the  principal 
amount. 

"Some  difficulty  arises  in  giving  qualified  voters  an  oppor- 
tunity to  register.     The    Oouhty    School  Board   should    have 
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power  to  prescribe  rules  for  this  purpose  and  this  may  be  im- 
plied already,  though  it  seems  doubtful,  by  Section  83  which 
prescribes  that  the  election  shall  he  under  the  direction  of  the 
County  Board.  This  is  more  apparent  when  we  remember 
that  the  sub-districts  do  not  coincide  with  election  precincts. 
Some  districts  lie  in  two  precincts,  some  adjoining  districts 
overlap  in  adjoining  precincts. 

In  conclusion,  so  far  as  my  observation  extends,  the  results 
of  the  system  have  been  such  as  to  justify  the  perfection  and 
retention  of  the  law,  even  though  the  5  mill  maximum 
be  abolished  and  the  School  Board  be  empowered  to 
make  the  County  School  levy. 

"I  give  here  a  concise  but   detailed   statement   of  our    sub- 
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2  58 
29  82 
42  36 


'5 

O 


33 
1 


80 
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64  75 
67  81 
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32  39 
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11,389  24 

1,149  11 

404  19 

426  96 

401  41 

196  60 

190  66 

171  06 

169  92 

163  23 

79  13 

72  99 

70  63 


13.085  23i  $679  91  $1,119  99!  $4,885  13 

J.  B.  Parkfnson. 


(h)    With  o  )na.mnH(ni  lei'tj   of  fire   nu'llf<  and   school 
fu)i(iii  stUl  inadeijHate^  what  alferttatire  is  left? 

^'-Mr.  Chairman — When  a  county  reaches  the  maximum 
levy  of  five  mills  and  the  funds  are  still  inadequate,  which  is 
generally  the  case,  the  only  alternative  is  new  legislation. 
Sub-districts  will  not  meet  the  deficiency. 

"There  is  great  need  of  more  money  in  Marion  county,  the 
same  is  doubtless  true  in  all  counties,  save  perhaps  in  Duval 
and  Hillsborough.  All  schools  should  have  a  longer  term.  If 
every  white  school  in   Marion  county  was  a  Sub-district,  and 
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made  an  average  levy  of  two  mills,  it  would  give  $10,000  col- 
lected by  Sub-district  tax,  which  would  run  every  school  for 
both  races  for  two  months.  But  if  collected  and  nsed  on  the 
Sub-district  plan  many  districts  would  raise  only  $10  to  $20, 
which  in  mos(  cases  would  have  to  be  divided  between  a  white 
and  colored  school,  and  would  not  be  sufficient  to  run  either 
school  an  ext^a  month,  the  money  would  be  of  no  practical  ben- 
efit. Moreover  the  $10,000  would  be  in  the  hands  of  78  differ- 
ent sets  of  Trustees,  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  has  no 
authority  over  this  money,  each  set  of  Trustees  applies  it  as^ 
seems  best  to  it,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  much  of 
this  money  would  be  used  to  no  practical  purpose? 

"Suppose  50  men,  each  with  his  back  turned  to  the  other^ 
were  laying  brick  on  the  wall  of  a  mammoth  building,  and 
there  was  no  general  overseer  to  see  that  they  line  with  one 
another,  what  kind  of  a  wall  do  you  imagine  they  would  make? 

"The  Sub-district  plan  is  all  risfht  for  paeeting  incidental  ex- 
penses, but  it  can  not  give  a  county  n  higher  standard  of  edu- 
cation with  a  uniform  system. 

"There  are  several  ways  by  which  the  Legislature  could 
meet  the  growing  and  imperative  demand  for  better  schools 
and  longer  terms.  The  easiest  and  simplest  way  is  to  remove 
the  maximum  limit  for  county    levy,  or  make  it  8  mills. 

"I  deny  all  statements  that  the  people  object  to  being  taxed 
heavier  for  school  purposes. 

"I  made  it  a  special  point  in  my  rounds  over  the  county,  to 
talk  with  patrons  this  year  about  taxes.  I  find  that  the  repre- 
sentative men  do  not  complain  about  taxes  for  schools,  nor  do 
the  majority  of  men.  There  is  a  small  minority  that  make 
much  complaint  about  high  taxes,  and  some  catch  up  the  idea 
that  everybody  is  complaining.  Everybody  should  complain 
when  funds  are  wrongly  used,  but  they  will  not  complain  when 
funds  are  properly  used  for  schools.  Men  by  the  dozens,  pay- 
ing annually  all  the  way  from  $5  to  $100  taxes,  have  said  to 
me,  if  you  will  make  the  schools  better  and  insure  to  my  chil- 
dren a  good  common  school  education,  I  will  willingly  pay 
twice  as  much  tax.  I  believe,  if  the  question  was  p  roperly 
brought  before  the  people  of  my  county,  they  would  cast  a 
two-thirds  vote,  to-morrow,  for  a  six-mill  levy  for  schools. 

"No  intelligent  man,  paying  less  than  $50  taxes,  with  sev- 
eral children  to  educate,  will  complain  when  he  knows  it  would 
take  $100  a  year  to  give  his  children  half  as  much  education 
in  private  schools. 

"Increasing  the  State  levy  2  or  3  mills  would  be  another  al- 
ternative, but  I  do  not  thi^k  so  welhadapted*  to  ea^h  c6dnty  as 
to  increase  the  county  levy. 
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^^I  thtnk  it  wonld  he  a  good  law    to  make  the  payment  of  a. 
poll  tax  a  pre-requisite  to  send  to  school,  that  is,  allow  no  person 
liable  to  a  poll  under  the  present  law  to  send  to  schaol  unless  his 
poll  is  paid  for  the  previous  year.     It  would  add  just  $1,000  U> 
the  school  fund  of  Marion  county. 

"Any  alternative  is  better  than  borrowing  money.  I  believe 
in  no  law  giving  School  Boards  authority  to  borrow  money  or 
to  issue  bonds — bonds  are  like  mortgas^es,  seldom  paid. 

W.  D.  Carn. 

((•)  Gift  i/it  ftuso/tfi  t/wre/or  and  th*f  amembnents  to 
the  lairs  necessary  to  obviate  friction  amj  to  per- 
feet  the  sub-district  system. 

''''Mr,  Chairman: — The  Sub- District  law  is  one  of  the  very 
best  on  the  statute  books.  It  is  based  on  a  provision  in  the 
State  Constitution  and  is  a  permanent  feature  of  our  system. 
If  the  maximum  limit  in  Section  8, .Article  Xfl.  should  be  in- 
creased to  10  mills,  it  would  be  well  even  then  to  allow  the 
Sub-District  law  to  remain,  and  perfect  it.  There  may  be 
progressive  districts  in  a  non-progressive  county  that  could 
derive  advantage  from  the  Sub-District  law,  that  would  be 
cut  off  if  this  law  should  be  repealed,  because  the  maximum 
limit  is  increased. 

"The  Sub-Disti'ict  law  needs  to  be  amended  in  several 
points  to  make  its  meaning  clear  and  provide  for  some  de- 
fects. The  old  maxim,  'VVhere  the  law  is  uncertain  there  is 
no  law,'  applies  here. 

"I  would  mention  four  points  needing  amendment  in  order 
to  be  clear  and  unmistakable,  viz.:  The  manner  of  holding  an 
election,  appointing  supervisors  and  clerks,  lev3'ing  or  fixing 
the  rate  of  millage,  and  the  relation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
to  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction. 

In  order  that  I  may  be  fully  understoo<l  I  submit  with  this 
a  draft  of  a  bill  amending  the  law  in  these  points  and  showing 
plainly  how  and  what  changes  I  would  suggest. 

"In  the  practical  operation  of  the  present  law,  after  the 
districts  have  been  established,  I  beg  to  detail  here  the  methods 
employed  in  my  county  (Citrus.) 

'•Ist — A  map  of  the  county  is  furnished  the  County  Assessor 
with  the  boundaries  of  each  district  plainly  marked  on  it,  to- 
gether with  a  written  description  of  the  same.  He  makes  the- 
assessment  from  these  facts. 

"2d — The  County  Tax  Collector  is  required  to  collect  this 
tax  as  he  collects  the  brdirnary  revenue.  He  keeps  a  strict 
account  of   these  collections   for  each  district.     At  the  end  o£* 
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«ach  month  he  makes  a  written  report  to  the  Board  of  PubUc 
Instrnction,  showng  the  fall  amount  collected  for  the  month 
and  the  amount  belonging  to  each  particular  district.  This 
statement  is  kept  on  record  in  the  school  office.  He  also  sends 
a  notice  to  the  Treasurer  of  each  Board  of  Sub-District 
Trustees  notifying  him  of  the  amount  collected  for  that 
month  for  his  district,  and  encloses  a  receipt  for  him  to  sign 
and  return  that  the  money  may  be  forwarded  to  him. 

''3d — A  Record  Rook  is  furnished  each  Board  of  Sub-District 
T'rustees  for  monthly  reports  to  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction. 
This  book  is  so  arranged  as  to  furnish  blank  reports  for  each 
month  in  duplicate.  This  report,  when  filled  out,  shows  the 
•dates  and  receipts  and  sources  of  all  moneys  received  on  the 
^debit'  side;  and  on  the  'credit'  side  all  the  moneys  paid  out, 
what  for  and  when,  and  then  shows  the  balance  carried  for- 
^vard;  two  copies  of  this  are  made  out  and  signed.  One  copy 
is  detached  along  the  perforated  lines  and  sent  to  the  County 
Superintendent.  The  othfer  is  kept  in  the  book  like  the  stub 
in  Tax  Colbctors'  receipt  books,  and  is  an  exact  copy  of  the 
one  sent  to  the  County  Superintendent.  The  County  Super- 
intendent keeps  this  on  record  in  the  account  with  each  Sub- 
District,  By  this  plan  there  is  no  difficulty  in  ascertaining  at 
any  time  what  has  been  collected  in  each  district,  how  much 
paid  out,  and  what  is  on  hand. 

"By  these  methods  the  work  is  reduced  to  a  system  and 
-simplified  so  that  confusion  is  avoided  and  friction  reduced. 
My  experience  has  been  that  where  the  money  collected  under 
this  law  has  been  properly  used  and  the  advantage  made 
plainly  apparent  to  the  people,  the  law  grows  in  favor.  Hence 
the  necessity  of  systemizing  its  details  carefully  and  seeing 
that  they  are  properly  carried  out." 

C.  S.  Young. 

The  proposed  bill  submitted  by  Superintendent  Young  was 
read  and  referred  to  Superintendent  (/ompton  to  be  brought 
up  and  voted  upon  under  Topic  10. 

Superintendent  Thrasher  filled  Ms  place  on  the  program, 
but  the  stenographer  took  no  notes,  supposing  his  remarks 
would  be  handed  in. 

8  o'clock   p.  m. 

At  the  evening  session  very  excellent  addresses  were  deliv- 
ered by  each  of  the  following:  Prof.  W.  S.  Whiteman,  of 
the  West  Florida  Seminary,  as  substitute  for  President  Mur- 
phree  on  the  programme;  PTifiCtpal  C.L.  Hayes,  of  the  State 
Normal    School;    Dr.    W.  F.  Yocum,  President  of    Florida 
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Agricultural  College,  and   Miss   Yendes,  author  of  "^Presttw* 
Papers."     The  liengthof  these  addresses  prevents  the  pwbliea- 
tion  of  even  synopses  here. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  FEB.  16~9  o'clock. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  promptly  on   tinrie  by 
the  Chair.     Supt.  Mizell  led  in  prayer. 

TOPIC  9 — County  School  Officers. 

{a)  What  should  be  the  essential  qualifications  to 
constitute  eliyihility  for  membership  on  a  Countxf 
School  Board ;  woidd  the  efficiency  of  the  body- 
be  enhanced  by  changing  their  term  of  officey  their 
number^  their  succession^  and  the  mode  of  selec- 
tion. ? 

Mr,  Chairman : 

"Ist.  The  essential  qualifications  for  membership  on  a 
County  School  Board  should  be,  practical  judgment,  fair- 
mindedness,  some  acquaintance  with  the  methods  of  business, 
and  sufficient  education  to  appreciate  education  as  a  necessity, 
rather  than  a  luxury.  Our  counties  being  divided  into  several 
School  Board  districts,  it  occurs  in  most  cases  that  two  of  the 
members  are  elected  from  the  country,  who  are  usually  men 
with  scant  education,  without  experience  in  the  general  details 
of  business,  and  have  no  practical  idea  of  the  character  of  the 
work  they  are  called  upon  to  direct.  They  usually  come  to 
the  Board  with  the  one  idea  that  the}^  must  'cut  down  ex- 
penses,' and  their  favorite  point  of  experiment  is  the  teacher's 
salary,  which,  though  already  inadequate,  they  proceed  to 
pare  down,  with  the  result  that  the  most  desirable  teachers 
seek  other  fields  where  their  worth  will  be  better  appreciated, 
and  the  county  from  which  they  go  must  content  itself  with 
such  teachers  as  chance  may  throw  in  its  way,  or  whose  merits 
do  not  recommend  them  to  positions  more  profitable — a  fact 
that  the  School  Board  finallv  learns,  but  too  late  in  its  official 
life  to  be  of  practical  value  to  the  county. 

"2d.  The  efficienc}'  of  a  School  Board  chiefly  depends 
upon  its  official  experience.  Under  our  present  s^'stem  of 
electing  the  entire  Board  every  two  years,  it  often  occurs  that 
after  an  election,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  school  term,  an 
entire  new  Board,  sometimes  including  the  Superintendent,  is 
called  upon  to  take  charge  of  the  school  affairs  of  a  county 
without  any  previous  experience,  knowledge  of  the  plans  of 
the  retiring  Board,  state  of  its  finances,  its  resources,  condition 
and  peeds  of  the  schools,  buildings,  merits  of  the  teachers,  etc. 
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The  first  year  of  the  life  of  that  body  is  raainiy  a  period  of  . 
investigation  and  experiment,  only  to  be  repeated,  likely,  at 
the  end  of  the  second  year  by  the  induction  of  another  entire, 
new  and  inexperienced  Board.  Thus  much  valuable  time  is 
practically  lost,  and  money  unwisely  spent,  because  the  Board 
is  ever  without  any  settled  and  continuing  line  of  policy  in 
the  direction  of  its  affairs.  The  efficiency  of  the  body  would 
be  greatly  enhanced  by  changing  the  term  of  office,  making  it 
•six  years,  thus  giving  the  members  opportunity  to  acquire  ex- 
perience, and  time  to  apply  it  in  the  administration  of  their 
school  affairs. 

8d.  There  need  be  no  change  in  the  number.  Three 
members  are  sufficient  for  all  practical  and  economic  purposes. 

"4th.  Making  the  term  of  oflSce  of  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  six  years,  but  one  member  should  be  elected  at  a  time, 
every  two  years.  By  this  method  there  are  always  two  mem- 
bers upon  the  Board  who  are  acquainted  with  all  the  details 
of  its  affairs,  to  direct  and  sustain  any  policy  that  it  may  have 
mapped  out. 

"5th.  The  present  method  of  electing  the  School  Board  is 
probably  as  good  as  any  that  T  can  suggest."  C.  A.  Snow- 
ball. 

(b)  Is  it  expedient  that  the  County  Superintendent 
he   made   e^r -officio    a   inemher    of    the    School 

Board? 

Supt.  Wooldridge  filled  his  place  on  the  program,  but  failed 
to  file  his  leraarks  with  the  Secretary. 

(c)  What  the  requisite  qualifications  for  a  County 
Superintendent;  what  division  of  time  should 
he  made  between  office  work  and  school  super- 
visio7i;  ichat  his  real  functions  in  visiting  a 
school;  u^hat  should  he  his  attitude  to  the  com- 
munity; what  portion  of  time  should  he  devoted 
to  official  duties^  and  how  should  his  salary  be 
regulated? 

*'^Mr  Chairman: — Progress  in  education  is  largely  due  to 
intelligent  supervision.  Observation  proves  that  the  educa- 
tional progress  of  a  city.  State,  or  nation,  is  in  the  direct 
ratio  of  the  efficiency  of  the  supervision.  Organized  and  well 
<iirected  effort  will  always  succeed.  Without  intelligent  su- 
pervision, the  tendency  of  all  work  is  to  drift  to  the  lowest 
level.     Educational  work,  especially  in  public  schools,  will  de- 
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generate  into  dead  mechanism  and  meaningless  routine.  The 
public  school  is  the  school  of  the  people.  From  it,  in  the 
fatnre,  as  in  the  past,  must  come  the  majority  of  those  who 
will  be  the-nations  leaders  ^d  thinkers;  the  developing  power 
of  the  race. 

"If  there. is  truth  in  the  old  adage,  *As  the  teacher  so  is  the 
school,'  then  we  may  say  with  equal  force,  as  the  Superin- 
tendent so  is  the  teacher.  None  but  thoroughly  efficient  me  n 
should  be  called  to  this  all  important  work,  the  influence  of 
which  will  effect  not  only  the  present  generation,  but  genera- 
tions to  come.  They  should  be  employed  and  dismissed  upon 
the  same  basis  that  teachers  are  employed  and  dismissed. 

"The  Superintendent  must  be  a  man  of  character,  progres- 
sive and  aggressive  in  spirit,  a  man  of  strong  conviction,  of 
high  and  worthy  ideals,  earnest,  brave  and  courageous,  with  a 
love  for  his  work.  He  should  be  of  a  sympathetic  nature,  in- 
spiring and  uplifting,  seeking  in  all  his  efforts  to  better  man- 
kind. The  Superintendent  must  be  a  man  of  broad  intelli- 
gence; one  who  has  studied,  intelligently  and  comprehensively, 
the  science  of  education,  and  has  successfully  applied  the 
principles  of  the  science  and  art  of  teaching;  otherwise,  he 
oan  not  judge  the  scholarship  and  teaching  power  of  teachers, 
nor  can  he  instruct,  direct  and  sympathize  with  them. 

"It  is  further  necessary  that  he  have  organizing  power  and 
executive  ability;  a  clear  insight  into,  and  knowledsje  of  hu- 
man nature,  that  he  may  judge  whether  the  teacher  possesses, 
in  addition  to  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  subjects  named  in 
his  certificate,  those  indispensable  traits;  tact,  sympathy,  firm- 
ness, earnestness  and  conscientiousness,  in  short,  the  Superin- 
tendent must  be  a  fearless  and  competent  educator. 

"The  work  of  a  Superintendent  requires  vigorous  health, 
and  untiring  zeal  and  energy.  As  the  work  is  so  far  reaching 
in  its  effects,  he  should  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  supervis- 
ion of  the  schools,  to  the  planning  of  courses  of  study,  con- 
ducting of  institutes,  to  the  study  of  the  constantly  changing 
conditions  and  problems  that  affect  the  county.  State  and  na- 
tion, to  keep  in  touch  with  the  best  thinkers  of  the  age. 

The  routine  work  of  the  office  should  be  done  bv  a  clerk, 
under  the  direction  of  Superintendent;  and  the  Superintend- 
ent should  not  be  forced  to  give  his  time  and  talent  to  work 
of  minor  importance;  educational  work,  and  not  clerical  work, 
should  claim  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Superintendent. 

"In  inspecting  schools  the  character  of  his  work  will  de- 
termine the  character  of  the  schools,  and  the  test  of  his  effi- 
ciency is  the  efficiency  of  his  schools. 
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He  nliould  devote  at  tlie  l^ast  from  two  to  three  hours  to 
rigid  and  well  planned- inspection  of  a  school,  inquiiing -into 
the  neatness,  cleanliness  and  attractiveness  of  the  school 
house  and  grounds,  into  the  teaching  power  and  methods  of 
instruction,  into  the  order,  attention,  manners,  powers  of  ex- 
pression both  wMitten  and  oral,  into  the  condition  of  the  pu- 
pils' books,  and  the  teacher's  program  and  records.  He  should 
require  the  teacher  to  teach,  to  conduct  recitations,  and  to  ex- 
amme  the  several  classes;  but  he  should  also  examine,  and 
especially  give  questions  to  which  the  pupils  have  not  learned 
answers.  This  will  enable  him  to  test  the  real  progress  of  the 
school. 

"The  teacher  is  strengthened  when  he  knows  his  work  is  to 
be  tested  by  a  man  who  has  confronted  the  same  difficulties, 
and  who  has  successfully  overcome  them;  when  he  knows  he 
will  be  held  responsible  for  the  manner  in  wKich  he  does  his^ 
work.  The  course  pursued  must  strengthen  and  inspire  the 
teacher  and  encourage  the  pupil.  All  corrections  and  criti- 
cisms must  be  made  in  private.  The  teacher,  often  isolated 
and  overtaxed,  needs  encouragement  and  appreciation,  advice 
and  instruction. 

"As  the  Superintendent,  by  virtue  of  his  high  calling,  is  to 
be  a  leader  of  thought  and  opinion,  he  knows  he  must  not  only 
arouse  enthusiasm  in  his  teachers  and  their  pupils,  but  he 
must  awaken  a  true  educational  interest  in  every  home  in  his 
county;  and  in  a  practical,  tactful  way  enlighten  school  officer* 
as  to  what  constitutes  a  good  school  and  how  it  is  to  be  es- 
tablished. When  the  people  have  become  once  thoroughly 
aroused  as  to  their  responsibility  and  the  importance  of  the 
work,  they  will  be  found  ready  and  willing  to  act,  freely  making 
sacrifices  in  order  to  secure  the  best  training  for  their  children. 
On  the  whole,  the  people  desire  the  right  edu^iation  of  their 
children. 

"There  are  many  ways  in  which  a  Superintendent  may 
arouse  the  required  interest  and  co-operation.  Evening  meet- 
ings for  parentSjteachers,  advanced  pupils  and  citizens  in  gen- 
eral, for  two  or  three  school  communities.  Institutes  and  the 
circulation  of  appropriate  literature  are  some  of  the  best  means. 

The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  should  be  regulated  by  his 
ability  and  the  efficiency  of  his  work.  County  School  Board* 
composed  of  intelligent,  public  spirited, /eaW^s^,  practical  men 
should  ^x  his  compensation.  It  cannot  be  regulated  by 
statutory  laws,  and  will  never  be  attempted  by  wise  legisla- 
tors. Efficient  School  Boards  will  expend  money  consecrated 
to  education  in  the  most  judicious  manner.  None  but  the 
ignorant  and  vicious  will  grumble  about  judicious  school  ex- 
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penditures.     The    right   development    of    the    children    is  of 
priceless  value,  it  needs  the  direction  of  a  master  workman. 

^^ A  poor  Superintendent  is  dear  at  <iny  priot^  but  a  <i;oc)d 
Superintendent  is  worth  many  times  his  salary.  By  his  fit- 
ness for  the  work  he  saves  waste  of  efforts,  talent,  time  and 
money.  To  employ  men  unfit  for  the  work,  simply  because 
thej'^  work  for  little  money,  is  poor  economy.  Cheap  men  do 
cheap  work;  and  cheap  work  here  means  waste;  money,  pre- 
cious time  and  brain  power  are  wasted — all  are  lost. 

"Educational  work  demands  the  best  talent  and  the  widest 
experience. 

"I  have  presented  no  new  thoughts.  These  thousjhts  have 
been  advocated  for  ages  and  are  still  held  by  the  best  educa- 
tional thinkers  the  world  over.'" 

L.  W.  I>ij(  iiiioLZ. 

Superintendent  Own:  '*!  think  the  law  should  give  the 
County  Superintendent  more  power.  If  the  Superintendent  has 
a  voice,  then  he  should  have  a  vote,  and  there  is  no  question 
but  that  he  has  a  voice.  I  believe  the  number  on  the  School 
Board  should  be  lessened,  if  anything.  Three  are  enough  and 
will  do  more  efficient  work  than  five.  I  believe  one  member 
should  be  done  away  with  and  the  County  Superintenrient 
made  a  member  of  the  Board.  But  I  am  willing  to  have  five 
members,  or  any  other  number  provided  the  County  Superin- 
tendent is  given  more  power  and  influence  in  his  county. 
Furthermore,  I  believe  that  the  salary  of  the  County  Superin- 
tendent should  be  fixed  by  law  and  not  left  to  Boards.  So 
long  as  we  could  get  intelligent  Boards  and  without  prejudice 
towards  the  County  Superintendent  it  would  be  all  right.  I 
believe  that  every  man,  every  teacher,  should  be  paid  accord- 
ing to  his  qualifications  and  the  work  he  can  do.'* 

Superintendent  Glenn:  "I  don't  want  any  change  in  number 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction.  Three  men  are  enough 
for  me  to  handle.  But  I  would  like  something  of  this  kind. 
The  nearest  that  ever  1  came  to  being  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Instruction  was  on  a  Committee  on  Teachers,  in 
which  every  member  of  that  committee  had  a  veto  vote  on 
the  election  of  teachers.  It  worked  admirablv.  If  the  Board 
should  be  transformed  into  a  Committee  on  Teachers  and 
allow  each  member  to  have  a  veto  vote^  there  would  be  no 
trouble  about  getting  good  teachers.  Don't  change  the  Board, 
but  organize  a  Committee  on  Teachers  which  shall  include 
the  County  Superintendent.  He  should  not  become  a  member 
of  the  Board  in  any  way  except  -by- being  a  member  of  the 
•Committee." 

311 
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Superintendent  Philips:  "1  believe  that  if  our  School  Boards 
were  elected  by  the  whole  county,  instead  of  by  districts,  we 
would  get  rid  of  a  good  many  troubles.  I  furthermore  think, 
as  Prof.  Glenn,  that  when  we  come  to  select  teachers,  if  the 
County  Superintendent  had  equal  powers  with  the  mem- 
bers, many  other  difficulties  would  be  eliminated.  It  is  im- 
possible under  any  scheme  of  government  or  wise  legislation 
to  make  the  sky  clear  and  the  atmosphere  invigorating;  we 
cannot  sail  always  on  a  calm  sea,  there  must  be  some  storm, 
and  the — 

Superintendent  Baker:  "Is  it  not  true  that  the  School 
Board  is  elected  by  the  vote  of  the  whole  county?" 

Superintendent  Philips:  "That  is  the  spirit  of  the  law,  but 
the  fact  is  that  one  member  is  elected  from  one  district  and 
he  is  supposed  to  take  care  of  the  interests  of  that  district  and 
not  bother  about  any  other,  and  this  is  true  of  each." 

The  Chairman  announced  that  he  would  shut  off  further  dis- 
cussion of  this  Topic  and  would  now  take  up  Topic  numbered 
11  before  10. 

TOPIC  11 — Miscellaneous  Questions. 

(1)    Should  the  system  of  grudlmj  puplU  he  uiriforni 
in  a  cou)ttiJ.^ 

Superintendent  Lynch  being  absent,  Superintendent  Philips 
volunteered  the  following: 

Superintendent  Philips:  "I  say  most  emphatically  that  the 
system  should  be  uniform.  Both  parents  and  children  are 
dehghted  that  they  may  speak  of  the  grade  to  which  the  child 
belongs,  thus  placing  him  with  his  fellows  at  once.  The  parents 
may  not  know  anything  about  Grammar  or  Spelling  or  Arith- 
metic, or  anything  else,  but  they  know  the  grade  their  child 
is  in. 

"It  also  forms  the  basis  for  the  examination.  We  require 
written  Examinations,  beginning  with  the  5th  grade,  and  pre- 
pare questions  reasonably  hard;  upon  a  basis  of  60%  average, 
promotion  cards  are  issued  to  those  children.  I  prepare  all 
the  questions  for  the  sake  of  uniformity.  The  teacher  grades 
the  pupils  and  then  forwards  all  papers  to  me  to  be  re-graded. 
A  record  is  made  of  the  date  of  the  examination,  of  the  aver- 
age made,  and  of  the  promotion  of  the  child.  Gradation 
means  systemization,  it  means  laying  a  foundation  so  that  you 
know  where  you  stand,  it  means  organization.  Any  teacher 
will  agree  that  our  schools  should  be  graded,  and  the  only 
question  is    as  to  whether  or  not  it  should  be    uniform.      It  is 
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uniform  in  our  county  and  the  work  in  better  organized,  n^ore 
systematic  and  more  satisfactory  in  every  way."   ^ 

(2)  Should penm<iniihip  and  hook-keepuuf  he    made 
ohlhjatortf  in  the  coffvse  of'  fttfidt/ 1^ 

Superintendent  Fisher  was  absent. 

Superintendent  Compton:  "In  my  report  to-day  that  will  be 
one  of  the  amendments  recommended  to  the  School  Law. 

(3)  tShould  the  three-tnile  limit  relative  to  the  loca- 
tion of  schools  be  observed^  and  attendance  be 
restricted  to  the  residents  of  the  school  district 
nnless  per }n its  be  (j ran  ted  by  the  J3oard  upori. 
reasonable  (/rotmds  to  attend  school  in  another 
district  ? 

^''Mr  Chitirman: — The  three-mile  liuiit  should  be  obserredl 
In  many  cases  schools  may  be  7nore  than  three  miles  apart. 
They  never  should  be  less.  The  unnecessary  multiplication 
of  schools  increases  e^vpense^  and  often  results  in  poorer  teach- 
ers. Before  the  era  of  Public  Schools,  when  each  parent  paid 
his  children's  tuition,  it  was  found  practicable  to  attend  school, 
in  some  cases,  three  miles  away.  It  is  certainly  practicable 
now  for  them  to  attend  at  a  distance  of  two  miles,  or  even 
three,  in  an  emergency.  Stalwart  children  are  rather  helped 
than  hurt  by  a  reasonable  amount  of  exercise  in  walking,  to 
counteract  the  evil  tendencies  of  a  sedentary  life  in  the  school- 
room. 

"^5  to  restricted  attendance: — As  a  rule  pupils  should  be 
restricted  in  attendance,  to  their  own  district  school;  the  rule, 
however,  should  not  be  inflexible.  For  good  reason  (to  be 
judged  by  school  authorities),  special  permits  may  be  granted 
to  attend  in  another  district. 

Sometimes,  for  instance,  a  low  grade  teacher  is  not  com- 
petent to  instruct  an  advanced  pupil  living  in  the  district.  In 
such  a  case,  our  County  Board  provides  that  he  may  attend  in 
another  district,  by  getting  consent  of  both  Supervisors;  and 
this  arrangement  is  subject  to  review  by  the  Board. 

Pupils  who  have  already  attended  school  in  their  own  dis- 
trict, must  not  attend  in  another,  if  it  crowds  the  school  to  the 
detriment  of  the  legal  pupils;  but  if  it  does  not  so  crowd  it,  the 
Board  will  offer  no  objections,  although  the  teacher  will  not 
be  compelled  to  receive  them;  and  no  pupil  shall  be  reported 
as  'legal'  in  more  than  one  school." 

R.  Q.  Bakbb: 
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(4)  Should  a  uniform  t<i/.^fntn  o/'  lienyrd  lioitka  be  pre- 
scribed and  fvrnUhed  at  State  e.vpense  for  the 
offices  of  County  Superinte)nh)its  ,^ 

^^Mr.  Chairman — The  money  order  system  of  the  general 
government  is  about  perfect  in  its  workinsfs.  The  various  re- 
ports are  so  plain  and  comprehensive  that  it  is  an  easy  matter 
for  the  auditor  to  tell  just  what  each  office  has  done  and  the 
condition  of  its  affairs.  This  is  all  due  to  the  uniform  system 
of  its  record  books  and  report  blanks,  or  forms.  The  necessary 
books  are  furnished  by  the  department,  and  are  the  same  for 
each  office — not  for  one  county  or  State,  but  for  every  State 
alike.  Now  all  of  these  reports  are  based  on  one  paper,  the 
application  for  the  order. 

"In  like  manner  all  the  reports  of  school  work  are  based  on 
the  teacher's  report.  This  being  the  case,  that  report  is  the 
most  important  of  all,  should  be  uniform  throughout  the  State, 
and  it  naturally  follows  that  all  records  that  pertain  to  this 
report  in  any  manner  should  be  the  same  in  every  Superin- 
tendent's office.  The  next  in  importance  is  the  financial  re- 
port, which  some  think  the  7nost  important.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  the  necessary  columns  should  be  in  the  book  or  books 
kept  in  the  Superintendent's  office,  and  should  be  uniform 
throughout  the  State.  Then,  if  at  any  time  the  State  Super- 
intendent should  want  any  information  from  the  various 
County  Superintendents  concerning  the  work  or  financial  con- 
dition of  the  State,  to  enable  him  to  make  out  any  report  he 
felt  called  upon  to  furnish,  without  any  delay  and  with  but 
little  trouble,  the  County  Superintendent  could  furnish  a  brief, 
clear  and  intelligent  report  covering  the  matter,  and  the 
records  being  uniform,  the  desired  information  would  also  be 
uniform,  the  work  of  the  County  Superintendent  simplified 
and  the  State  Superintendent's  report  rendered  accurate,  with- 
out needless  and  voluminous  correspondence.  Now,  if  these 
record  books  are  to  be  uniform,  and  of  any  use  to  the  coun- 
ties, they  should  be  made  by  the  State  Superintendent,  for 
two  reasons — economy  and  uniformity.  They  should  be  made 
to  correspond  with  the  Annual  Report. 

As  all  the  money  for  the  State  is  furnished  by  all  the  coun- 
ties in  the  State,  it  would  amount  to  the  same  thing  in  the 

end,  should  the  State  furnish  the  counties  with  the  necessarv 

•* 

book  or  books.  The  people  pay  the  bill,  and  we  should  see 
that  they  get  their  goods  as  cheap  as  possible.  Then  let  the- 
State  furnish  the  books,  as  they  are  absolutely  needed  in  every 
office."     2J.  T.  Merritt. 
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(5)    //*  school  terms  were  mater iallij  lenythened^  iflotdd 
the  patrons  send  to  school  regularly  enoiiyh  t(p 
justify  an  eight  months'  term,  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts ? 

/Superintendent  Williams :  "Mr.  Chairman,  the  children  of 
the  State  can  never  be  educated  with  oi\\y  a  four  months' 
term  of  school.  But  it  is  a  difficult  problem  to  solve  to  know 
how  to  raise  the  means  to  enable  my  county  to  extend  the 
term  of  school  to  eight  months.  If  it  could  be  done,  I  am 
satisfied  that  many  parents  at  first  would  not  send  their  chil- 
dren more  than  four  months,  but  that  many  others  would. 
At  least,  all  parents  that  feel  a  proper  regard  for  the  children 
that  God  has  given  them.  In  course  of  time  it  is  possible 
that  sentiment  might  develop  to  the  extent  of  bringing  into 
the  schools  all  the  children  for  the  full  term  of  e\q\\i  months. 
Individually,  I  would  like  to  see  the  term  made  eight  months* 
if  it  were  possible  to  raise  the  funds  to  make  this  advanced 
movement." 

Superintendent  Parkinson  :  *'It  depends  upon  the  tear.her 
and  what  amount  of  interest  she  can  arouse  and  keep  up  in 
the  parents  and  children." 

Superi)ite}ident  P/illlips: — '^If  I  had  money  enough  in  my 
county  to  permit  of  an  increase  from  five  to  eight  months,  1 
would  not,  with  the  present  condition  of  affairs,  think  ©f  giving 
to  every  school  in  the  county  an  eight  months'  term.  1  would 
prefer  taking  what  money  we  had  over  and  above  enough  to 
run  five  months,  and  increase  the  efficiency  of  teachers  for  five 
months,  rather  than  to  dissipate  the  work  over  a  period  of 
eight  months  with  the  same  class  of  teachers.  I  am  strong  in 
my  conviction  and  positive  in  my  statement,  and  you  mu^t  be- 
heve  that  I  mean  what  I  say." 

(7)    As'  there  necessitg   for  Vouniij    Teachers    Libra- 
ricH^  and  hoio  can  thei/  he  natnaged  to  he  lieJj)fu\ 
to  tJte  teachers  / 
Mr.  (Jhair)nan: 

'*That  every  teacher  should  have  access  to  a  well  equippe-l 
Teachers'  Library  admits  of  no  question,  or  should  not  with 
school  officers  and  teachers. 

"Most  School  Superintendents  have  been  teachers  them- 
selves and  have  only  to  reflect  upon  their  own  experience  to 
enable  them  to  realize  how  hetpful  one  often  would  have  been 
to  them,  in  their  efforts  to  do  successful  teaching.  The  pro- 
fession of  teaching  should  carry  with  it  the  necessity  of  much 


486 

Hpecial  reading,  and  a  good  ^idji>\  of  general  reading.  Muchr 
reading  on  the  subject  of  teaching  tbi^  variods  branches  which 
they  profess  to  teach,  the  best,  or  ^  most  successful  methods 
of  presenting  these  different  subjects,  comparing  the  history 
ef  the  past,-  as  to  methods  and  results,  with  the  present.  The 
subjects  of  management,  government,  discipline,  are  of  such 
importance  to  the  success  of  the  school,  to  say  nothing  of  their 
effects  in  the  formation  of  character  in  the  child,  that  no 
teacher  should  be  content  to  continue  in  the  profession  with- 
out the  help  obtainable  from  a  Teachers'  Library.  Teaching 
is  like  most  other  professions,  in  that  experience  enters  largely 
into  success;  and  it  is  the  writings  of  the  successful  teachers 
that  make  up  to  a  great  extent  the  Teachers'  Library;  and,  by 
reason  of  the  environments  of  most  of  our  teachers,  the  only 
means  by  which  they  can  get  the  benefit  of  the  experience 
and  suggestions  of  the  best  educators,  is  from  their  writings. 
It  follows,  that,  to  secure  the  best  result  from  their  labors  in 
the  schools  is  to  see  that  they  all  have  access  to  a  Teachers' 
Library.  This  being  granted,  does  it  not  follow  that  a  County 
Teachers'  Library  is  a  necessity?  In  answer  to  the  statement 
that  every  teacher  should  possess  a  library,  I  assert  that  in  my 
own  county  the  number  of  teachers  owning  anything  like  a 
creditable  library  of  such  books  as  are  most  helpful  to  the 
teacher,  when  compared  with  the  library  of  other  professions,, 
would  form  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  whole  number. 
How  is  it  in  yours? 

''If  we  conclude  that  this  lack  and  necessity  is  common  m 
the  counties  of  the  State  and  the  county  be  considered  the 
unit  of  calculation,  as  has  been  suggested  on  this  floor,  then 
there  does  exist  a  necessity  for  a  County  Teachers'  Library. 

'*There  are  several  reasons  why  such  a  library  is  desirable. 
l^^irst — Its  economy.  A  circulating  library  could  be  had  at 
small  cost  to  each  teacher  if  purchased  by  a  pro  rata  contribu- 
tion. A  few  books  will  be  necessary  to  begin  with,  then  add 
to  them  as  necei?sity  requires.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  County 
School  Board  could  hardly  do  a  better  thing  than  furnish 
such  a  library  to  its  teachers.  Let  it  remain  the  property  of 
the  School  Board,  or,  indeed,  if  the  State,  by  special  legisla- 
tion, would  appropriate  an  amount  of  money  for  this  purpose 
to  the  several  counties,  the  same  would  be,  we  believe,  as 
bread  cast  upon  the  waters,  to  be  gathered  many  days  to- 
come.' 

^^jSecond-  'How  can  such  a  library  be  managed  to  be  help- 
ful to  the  teachers.  If  such  a  library  could  be  secured,  the 
reading   and    study  of    its  volumes   would,  we    believe,  be  of 
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sufficient  importance  to  jastifv  the  County  Board  in  making  a. 
regulation  requiring  the  teachers  to  read  the  books,  and  pre- 
pare a  written  outline  and  discuss  its  merits  in  teachers'  meet- 
ings. 

^^In  this  waj  the  books  would  be  read  with  a  definite  end 
in  view,  hence  read  with  more  profit.  Teachers'  meetings 
would  be  made  more  interesting,  in  that  every  teacher  could 
and  would  have  some  active  part  in  the  meeting.  Something 
needs  to  be  begun  on  this  subject,  if  not  on  this  plan,  then 
something  better. 

"Many  errors  now  existing  in  the  teaching  force  might  be 
removed.  Some  benefits  sought  only  in  the  Teaphers'  Sum- 
mer Schools  might  be  obtained  by  a  judicious  combination 
and  management  of  the  county  teachers'  meetings  with  the 
County  Teachers'  Library.  The  information  which  reaches 
the  State  Department  on  the  subject  of  each  teacher's  readings 
elicited  by  certain  questions  on  the  teachers'  final  report,  often 
reveals  a  fact  greatly  to  be  deplored." 

A.    W.  MlZELL. 


The  chairman  announced  that,  as  the  other  gentleman  on 
program  were  absent,  their  subjects  would  not  be  con- 
sidered for  want  of  time;  that  the  convention  would  now 
take  up  Topic  10  and  take  a  viva  voce  ballot  on  all  amend- 
ments to  the  law  offered  by  Supts.  Compton  and  Sams,  and  all 
resolutions  offered. 

TOPIC  10 — Amendments  to  the  School  Laws: 

What  amendments    are   irnperatict    'jtnd  what 
only  advisable? 

Supt.  Compton  presented  the  following  resolutions  recom- 
mending that  the  Legislature  change  the  laws  so  as  to  con- 
form to  the  spirit  of  the  same. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken  upon  each  resolution  in  the  follow- 
ing order: 

1. — Resolved,  That  Third  Grade  Certificates  shall  be  good 
for  two  years  and  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  teach  for  a 
longer  term  than  two  years  under  a  Third  Grade  Certificate. — 
For,  17;  Against,  0. 

2. — Resolved,  That  special  examinations  be  prepared  for 
teachers  of  the  first,  second  and  third  grades  of  the  Prim- 
ary Departments  of  graded  schools,  and  for  public  kinder- 
gartens; that  certificates  to  those  who  pass  such  examinations 
shall  be  good  for  four  years,  and,  after  four  years  of  successful 
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teaching,  Life  Curtiticates  may  be  issued  to  such  teachers; 
provided,  that  such  certificates  be  not  available  to  teach  in 
schools  in  which  other  than  strictly  primary  classes  are  taught. 
— Adopted  unanimously. 

3. — Resolved,  That  Sec.  8  of  Article  XII.  of  the  State  Con- 
stitution be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "nor  more  than 
5  mills".— For,  17;  Blank,  1. 

4. — Resolved,  That  CountyJ  Boards  of  Public  Instruction 
shall  have  entire  authority  for  fixing  the  number  of  mills  to 
be  levied  for  county  school  purposes. — For,  20;  Against,  1. 

5. — Resolved,  That  a  compulsory  education  law  should  be 
enacted  in  the  State  of  Florida,  requiring  every  child  between 
the  ages  of  6  and  14  to  attend  school  at  least  80  days  in  every 
year;  Provided,  That  such  limitations  shall  be  attached  to  the 
law  as  will  not  make  attendance  a  hardship  upon  any  child.  — 
For,  14;  Against,  3;  Blank,  2. 

6. — Resolved,  That  Penmanship  shall  be  made  one  of  the 
subjects  upon  which  all  applicants  +'or  teachers'  certificates 
shall  be  examined. — For,  17;  Against,  1. 

7. — Resolved,  That  Book-keeping  should  be  made  one  of 
the  subjects  upon  which  applicants  for  FirstGrade  Certificates 
shall  be  examined. — For,  4;  Agamst,  16. 

8. — Resolved,  That  State  Uniformity  of  Text  Books  is  un- 
wise, non-progressive  and  undemocratic;  that  County  Uni- 
formity is  desirable,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  that  the 
next  Legislature  enact  such  laws  as  will  legalize  this  plan;  pro- 
vide for  the  selection,  adoption,  purchase  and  sale  of  books 
by  county  school  authorities,  and  protect  pupils  and  patrons.— 
For,  19;  Supt.  Cam,  no,  on  account  of  first  clause. 

The  following  were  offered  by  Supt.  Sams: 

1. — Whereas,  It  is  contemplated  that  a  change  will  be 
made  in  the  law  authorizing  School  Boards  to  increase  the 
school  levy  above  the  present  limit,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  School  Boards  be  restrained  from  creating 
debts  without  presenting  the  matter  to  the  people  for  ap- 
proval; and  if  a  debt  is  created  by  accident  or  failure  of  reve- 
nue, that  they  be  enjoined  to  reduce  or  pay  the  debt  as 
quickly  as  is  consistent  with  economy. — Resolution  tabled* — 

2. — Resolved,  That  teachers  be  appointed  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  County  Superintendent,  with  proper  con- 
sideration for  the  wishes  of  patrons. 

Supt.  Thrasher  moved  to  strike  the  part  referring  to 
patrons. — Carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  reads. as  follows;.  That  teacherfl 
be  appointed  on  the  recommendation  of  the  County  Superin- 
tendent.— For,  15;  Against,  4. 
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3. — Resolved,  That  supplies,  to-wit:  charts,  maps,  etc.,  be 
purchased  only  after  proper  consideration  at  a  certain  time 
and  a  conference  with  and  by  the  advice  of  the  Superintend- 
ent and  committee  of  teachers;  and  only  after  inspection  of 
supplies  submitted  by  publishers  and  dealers,  and  that  the 
amount  of  such  purchase  shall  form  a  part  of  the  estimate  for 
the  support  of  schools  for  the  ensuing  year. —  Resolution 
tabled. 

Submitted  by  Superintendent  Schell: 

1 . — Resolved,  That  a  minimum  limit  of  salary  for  County 
Superintendents  be  fixed  by  act  of  the  legislature,  at  not  less 
than  ^1  per  month  for  the  year  for  each  school  taught  in  the 
county  of  which  he  is  Superintendent. — For,  14;  Against,  6. 

Submitted  by  Superintendent  Buchholz: 

1. — ^Whereas,  A  strong  body  of  professional  teachers  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  State  would  be  of  inestimable  value  to 
educational  interests  (1),  by  doing  superior  work  in  the  class 
room  and  as  principals  of  large  schools;  (2),  by  their  zeal  and 
efficiency  in  conducting  County  Associations  and  Summer 
Institutes;  (3),  by  their  ability  to  determine  intelligently  the 
real  value  of  methods  of  instruction  and  discipline;  (4),  by 
their  suggestions  to  legislators,  school  officers  and  others  of  the 
most  efficient  and  rational  means  of  improving  the  school  system; 
(6),  by  their  enlightening,  as  experts,  the  general  public  relative 
to  the  merits  of  books,  apparatus  and  measures  prouosed 
for  adoption,  and 

Whereas,  The  present  conditions  more  than  justify  the 
State  in  offering  reasonable  inducements  under  proper  limita- 
tions to  worthy  young  men  and  women  desirous  of  preparing 
themselves  for  the  highest  educational  services  (and  from 
whom  it  may  be  expected);  and 

Whereas,  We  know  that  many  of  our  very  best  teachers 
would  gladly  undertake  to  better  qualify  themselves  for  their 
profession  were  the  opportunity  placed  within  their  reach, 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  would  act  most  wisely  in  main- 
taining one  continuous  free  scholarship  in  the  State  Normal 
School  at  DeFuniak  Springs  for  each  county,  to  be  given  to 
the  same  individual  for  at  least  two  years,  or  until  graduation, 
the  selection  of  the  applicant  to  be  made  by  the  County  Super 
intendent  and  Board  of  Public  Instruction. 

Superintendent  Glenn: — "The  only  objection  or  the  weak- 
ness that  I  have  discovered  in  these  Institutions — I  have 
fought  them  in  this  State  and  at  my  former  home — is  this,  that 
they  issue  certificates  that  are  identical  to  all  their  graduates^ 
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regardless  of  their  qualiHcations.  They  make  no  discrimination 
whatever. 

Whereas,  if  there  be  any  institution  in  the  State  that  ought 
to  be  able  to  discover  who  should  be  eliminated  from  the 
school  work  of  the  State  and  ought  not  be  allowed  to  enter 
upon  it,  it  is  the  State  Normal  School.  It  ought  to  be  able 
to  discriminate  in  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers,  discover 
wherein  a  teacher  has  no  endowment  for  teaching.  The  fault 
of  the  Normal  Schools  lies  in  the  not  discriminating  between 
the  poor  material  and  the  good,  between  the  wheat  and  the 
chaff,  as  they  ought  to  do.  But  they  give  to  every  graduate 
alike  the  same  certificate,  without  discrimination,  and  turn 
him  out  into  the  State  as  a  teacher,  and  we  are  left  to  do  the 
sifting  for  ourselves,  so  that  really  a  certificate  from  the  State 
Normal  means  no  more  than  from  any  State  examination."  — 
For  Resolution,  20;  Against  1.  Afterwards  made  unanimous. 
On  motion  the  following  was  unanimously  adopted: 
Resolved,  That  the  school  sub-district  law,  drafted  by  Super- 
intendent Young,  with  such  amendment  [thereto  as  the  State 
Superintendent  may  make,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  enactment. 

The  following  was  ananhnoasly  adojjted  by  a  rising  vote. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are  due  to 
the  Transportation  Lines  and  hotels  for  their  extremely  liberal 
rates;  to  Superintendent  Girardeau  and  to  the  citizens  of 
Monticello  for  their  generous  hospitality;  to  Dr.  W.  F.  Yocum, 
Profs.  Hayes  and  Whiteman,  Miss  Yendes,  and  other  speakers, 
for  their  interesting  evening  addresses. 

Second,  And  to  our  State  Superintendent  for  his  courteous, 
just  and  intelligent  direction  of  this  Convention. 

The  Chairman  thanked  the  Superintendents  present  for  the 
faithful  and  zealous  manner  in  which  they  had  discharged 
their  duties,  and  said  their  attendance,  under  the  circumstances, 
augured  well  for  the  educational  interests  of  the  State,  and 
adjourned  the  Convention  sine  die. 
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